
II 

· The 

~trcester Historical Society 

Publications 

NEW SERIES 

Vol. III, No. 4 

DECEMBER, 1947 

Published by 

TUE WORCESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 





The 

Worcester Historical Society 

Publications 

NEW SERIES 

Vol. Ill, No. 4 

DECEMBER, 1947 

Published by 
THE WORCESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

WORCESTER, MASSACHUSEITS 





President 

Vice-Presidents 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Executive Board 

LIST OF OFFICERS, 1947-1948 

• GEORGE R. STOBBS 

{

WARREN C. LANE 

JOHN W. HIGGINS 

CHANDLER BULLOCK 

Miss EMMA FORBES WAITE 

. w. ELLERY BRIGHT, JR. 

The above-named 
Chairman of the 
Committee, and 

officers, 
Finance 

Miss MARY N. ALLEN 

CHARLES E. AYERS 

DR. PHILIP H. CooK 

GEORGE CROMPTON 

Finance Committee 

MRS. JAMES C. FAUSNAUGHT 

ALBERT w. RICE 

MERRILL w. WRIGHT 

!CHANDLER BULLOCK 

EDGAR L. RAMSDELL 

GEORGE R. STOBBS 

STAFF 

CHARLES I. FosTER, Director 
KATHERINE REID, Assistant 

WILLIAM J. WAITE, Assistant 
SIDNEY G. PICKETT, Superintendent 

3 



ABOUT THE WORCESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Our purpose is to collect and preserve essential historical evidence 
in the field of local history and to use this material in a vigorous 
program of education, exhibition, research, and publication. 

We are now in our seventy-second year of this work. Soon after 
our founding in 1875, we began publishing town records and the 
reminiscences of our citizens, an activity which amassed a treasure 
of historical lore and gave our society a position of leadership. At 
that time we also started gathering documents, diaries, letters, and 
books as well as numerous objects of historical interest, all to serve 
as evidence of our way of life in the past. 

General recognition of our public service enabled our society to 
raise its own building in 1891 at 39 Salisbury Street, a solid, sub
stantial structure which is still our home. It houses our museum 
and library. 

This building was closed to the public February first of this year 
to permit a complete modernization and will open its doors again in a 
few months with new displays and facilities which will multiply 
its usefulness and interest. At a time when the perspective of 
history is of more importance than ever before in the direction of 
our community affairs, we are completing a comprehensive program 
of rehabilitation to equip us for better service. The long years of 
work on the part of our membership have made possible a more 
strenuous undertaking now. 

Although we are engaged in a public service, we are a private 
organization. The funds to support our activities are derived from 
a small endowment fund, membership dues, special gifts, and be
quests. Especially at this time of great exertion and corresponding 
financial strain, we need very general support and encouragement. 

The membership application blank enclosed is for the convenience 
of our members who may wish to invite their friends to join us. 
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OF THE TREASURER 

To the Members of the orcester Historical Society: 

The Treasurer respect ully submits his report as of May 31, 1947. 
The total income for he year, not including the Rehabilitation 

Fund, which is later dea with in this report, amounted to $3,388.43 
-an increase over the p evious year of $46.57. Expenses amounted 
to $5,135.80-an increa e of $2,805.42. Approximately $2,000 of 
these added expenses ar in the salary account. 

These figures show a operating deficiency of $1,747.37. 
The investment inco e decreased slightly but the income from 

the Jeanie L. Southwi Estate, and from added members, more 
than offset this invest ent income decrease. 

The customary gift o $100 from the Hester N. Wetherell Estate 
was gratefully received 

From the above figur s, it can readily be seen that we, at present, 
are slightly undermine by overhead but, with more and more inter
est being shown in the ociety, our income should soon be in balance 
with our outgo. 

Practically singlehan ed, and.with the aid of an astutely worded 
letter to our members, our president, Mr. Stobbs, raised from con
tributory members $7, 57.60 for the Rehabilitation Fund. To this 
has been added over$ 00 which Mr. Foster realized from the sale 
of various equipment, etc., which was no longer needed at the 
Society's building. T e Rehabilitation account still has a balance 
of $1,109.97. 

June 9, 1947 

espectfully submitted, 
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR 

At a meeting on October 31, 1946, the Executive Board decided 
that the Society's museum and library should be rehabilitated and 
brought under the control of a modern catalog system. Only such a 
program could enable the Society to perform properly its functions 
of education, exposition, and research. 

The Board entrusted the execution of this task to the director 
who accepted it in spite of his inexperience in that work. 

To remedy his shortcomings, your director studied manuals and 
other literature on the subject of museum operation. He then 
visited numerous museums to examine closely their procedures, to 
look for strong points and weaknesses. He found that all successful 
museums used essentially the same system, that the Worcester Art 
Museum had developed that system to the greatest degree of per
fection and operated under the closest controls. 

Your director then wrote a Manual of Procedure for the Worcester 
Historical Society which incorporated the approved controls and 
drew up copy for the necessary printed forms. He also wrote out 
the work which must be done, step by step, to put the manual into 
effect. All of this material he placed in the hands of Mr. Benjamin 
Stone and Miss Helen E. Werner, who have charge of the records 
of the Worcester Art Museum, for their closest scrutiny and criti
cism. There were conferences; numerous corrections were con
sidered and some adopted. The Manual, as finally approved, was 
mimeographed; copies are available. An instruction sheet for work
ers was also produced in this way. 

The Manual is important because it states how the museum is to 
operate after rehabilitation and this, in turn, indicates clearly what 
work must be done. 

Contractors were called to give estimates on the necessary con
struction, repairs and renovation, and a report was prepared for 
the consideration of the Executive Board which met again on 
January 16, 1947. 

The Board made a number of important decisions at this meeting. 
It decided to proceed with the rehabilitation of the museum and 
library, and voted to raise the sum of $15,000 to defray the expense 
of this work. 
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The Board also determined policies for our museum and library. 
The museum is to be put on a modern operating basis which will 
exhibit a certain percentage of our accessions to the best possible 
advantage and keep the remainder constantly available in live stor
age or study files. Exhibits are to be changed as often as possible. 
The necessary cataloging and other controls are to be instituted. 

The policy for the library defined its scope as the field of local 
history, with additional material helpful in the study and exhibition 
of museum pieces. 

The Board gave to your director the necessary powers to deal 
with Society property and authorized him to proceed at once with 
the program of rehabilitation. It decided to close the building to 
the public on February 1 and to keep it closed until the work of 
rehabilitation had been completed. 

The first part of the construction work was entrusted to the 
R. L. Whipple Co. This is now completed and open for your inspec
tion. The remainder will be undertaken by J. B. Lowell, Inc., 
this fall. 

Our first task was to modernize the Society's office into a clean, 
efficient and pleasant workroom. This involved complete redecora
tion and reorganization, new lighting and new plumbing. 

While this was going on, we attacked the library which occupied 
the front half of the basement and sorted about thirty thousand 
volumes and pamphlets to conform to our library policy. We moved 
eight of the book stacks up to the rear of Salisbury Hall and there 
concentrated our library facilities. 

In the space thus made available in the basement, we erected 
units of adjustable shelving reaching to the ceiling. In the boiler 
room where accessions lay in two great heaps on the floor, we built 
three layers of shelving running the full length of the room. This 
generous supply of storage space enabled us to clear the basement 
and boiler room of accessions which crowded the floor and walls 
thus providing the space necessary for complete reorganization. In 
a section near the shelving units we built storage racks where the 
Society's paintings may be kept safely when not on exhibit. These 
contain 1500 square feet of hanging space yet occupy only about 200 
square feet of floor space. We also found space for a cataloging 
department, a supply room, and a printing room. The entire base
ment was cleaned, rewired, relighted, and painted. 
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In Salisbury Hall, we emptied some twenty wooden bookcases 
into the library stacks and sold the cases. That made space avail
able. Of the twelve pianos and organs in this room, we disposed of 
five which as duplications or for other reasons were not desirable as 
accessions. We returned these to the donors if possible; otherwise 
we sold them or gave them away. The other seven pianos and 
organs, together with all other museum accessions and oil paintings, 
we carried to the space provided for them in the basement. 

Even while this was going on, the carpenters were blocking six 
windows and one doorway in Salisbury Hall to provide continuous 
wall space. The electricians rewired the entire room for adequate 
lighting, the hall was painted, the floors refinished; the Workshop 
for the Blind caned our chairs and our schoolboy helpers cleaned 
and varnished them. We installed new exhibits. 

The Worcester room and the ladies' powder room received a 
similar refurbishing; the small room over the front porch was fur
nished for the director's office. An additional telephone extension 
was placed there as well as one in the basement. 

The room on the third floor, which was originally designed as a 
printing office for Franklin P. Rice, we have converted into a cos
tume room with the most modern study files in which about one 
hundred costumes are already mounted. 

Progress with the cataloging has not been held up by the physical 
work of renovation. In the main museum room on the first floor, 
our workers have prepared nearly three thousand accessions for 
cataloging. This is no mean accomplishment. 

In carrying on this work your director found all of the people 
of Worcester ready and eager to help as soon as they understood 
what was being done, but more specific acknowledgments are in 
order. 

In the field of ideas we are most heavily indebted to the Worcester 
Art Museum. We have also received valuable suggestions from 
the American Antiquarian Society, the Essex Institute of Salem, 
the New York Historical Society, and the Costume Institute of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

Colonel Whipple has done a most effective piece of work. He 
was very quick to appreciate that the task was not a piece of con
struction to be pushed through with the greatest expedition, but 
rather a museum and library problem which involved serious 
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consideration. He has contributed every help which interest and 
ingenuity could supply. At a time when it was notoriously difficult 
to get things done, he did them. Both Colonel Whipple and his 
men have worked in the closest possible cooperation with the 
Society's staff. 

The same spirit has been manifested among the subcontractors: 
Wm. H. Bruinsma, the painter, Mr. H. W. Fairbanks and Mr. 
Roland Lupien of Coghlin's, electricians, and W. H. Patterson, 
plumber. 

We are indebted to the following for donations and loans of 
material: Mr. Warren C. Lane, mimeographing and the loan of 
two typewriters ; Mr. H. W. Fairbanks, gift of office lighting fixture; 
Mr. Roland Lupien, of Coghlin's, gift of basement lighting fixtures; 
Mr. Merrill Wright, gift of wire for gown hangers and loan of" All
Out" fire extinguisher ; Natural History Society, loan of display 
typewriter; County Court House, loan of flags; Worcester City 
Guards Veterans Association, loan of bearskin shako; rugs in the 
Worcester Room were loaned by Mr. Stobbs. Mr. Bright, our 
treasurer, brought a flag with its standard. 

The following members of the Society have served as volunteer 
members of our staff: Mr. Charles E. Ayers, glass and pewter; 
Dr. Clarence S. Brigham, library; Mr. John J. Callan, firearms; Dr. 
Philip H. Cook, Civil War material, writing and lighting devices; 
Mr. Edward F. Coffin, photographs, negatives, oil portraits, and 
general information; Miss Mary Earle Gould, iron and wooden 
ware; Mr. Hiram Harlow, farm implements; Mrs. Harold P. Frost, 
maps; Mr. Nathan Rice, Revolutionary material; Mr. Robert K. 
Shaw, library; Mr. Clifford K. Shipton, library; Miss Emma Forbes 
Waite, photographs. Mrs. Fausnaught has been our cheer leader. 

Regular members of the staff have served long hours enthusiasti
cally and energetically: Miss Katherine Reid in office work and 
research in records; Mr. William J. Waite in preparation of acces
sions for cataloging, numbering and lettering, and in mounting 
photos of sixty former members of the Society. 

Among our part-time paid workers, Mrs. Elizabeth T. Davis has 
done excellent work in preparation of accessions for cataloging and 
in helping with the costume exhibit; Mrs. Vernon Jones in prepara
tion of daguerreotypes and other accessions; Mrs. Percy Roope in 
clothing and needlework. 
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Student workers have been Charles R. Foster, David T. Green, 
John Roope, and Charles G. Hamilton. Our building superintend
ent, Sidney G. Pickett, who will take his place as a regular member 
of the staff next fall, came from Maine to contribute absolutely 
necessary help to this part of our program. Mrs. Violet M. Foster 
has been in charge of all color and design work and the preparation 
of the costume exhibit and the costume room. 

The most casual inspection of the work accomplished thus far 
will show that we have been able to create space in a building which 
was noted for its crowded conditions. Our members may justly 
inquire how much of this space was made available by the sacrifice 
of accessions. 

In general, the efficiency of our shelving units has made it unnec
essary to sacrifice even such accessions as may be of dubious value. 
There was some trash but not as much as we expected to find. The 
principal categories of material which left the building may be 
listed as follows: 

(1) about six tons of library material which fell entirely outside 
our library policy; 

(2) some sections of old Worcester buildings which barricaded 
the basement and did not lend themselves to dismantling and 
storage; 

(3) twenty-two large wooden bookcases rendered surplus by our 
library reorganization; 

( 4) a few pianos and organs as described above; 
(5) a certain amount of trash. 

As a matter of policy, when it becomes necessary to dispose of an 
accession, we notify any person whom our records may indicate as 
interested. 

Sales of Society property rendered surplus by the rehabilitation 
program to date are as follows: 

Books 
Waste paper . 
Bookcases 
Pianos and organs 
Other items 

Total . 
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$483.25 
53.44 

283.50 
150.00 

5.10 

$975.29 



The work of rehabilitation will be resumed in the fall when we 
will attack the large museum room on the first floor. We can hope 
that the work will be completed early next year. 

This project has clarified some of the Society's problems and 
needs. It seems quite evident we have a building which will be 
adequate for some years. Its location is excellent. Our work is 
bringing into active use the dead areas of our building which have 
not served the Society with any degree of efficiency in the past. The 
Society's prime need at present is an adequate staff which will be 
able to operate the present physical plant at somewhere near its 
capacity. 

At some time before the first of the year we will consider a definite 
program of service which will enable the Society to take its proper 
place in the community with the expectation of adequate support. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES I. FOSTER, 

Director 
June 10, 1947 
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WILLIAM H. CUNNINGHAM, 1873-1946 

A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

BY CHANDLER BULLOCK 

William H. Cunningham was for many years a member of this 
Society and was its secretary from 1932 to 1936 while Prof. U. Waldo 
Cutler headed our organization. Following Professor Cutler's 
death, Mr. Cunningham became president and held that position 
for two years, 1937-1939. In brief, he was an important person in 
our membership and in his contribution to the work of the Society. 

I like to call him "Bill Cunningham" because I knew him well 
over a period of forty-five years during which time he and I were 
associated as officers of the State Mutual Life Assurance Company. 

With his always delightful sense of humor he enjoyed saying that 
he was born in the kitchen of the Bancroft Hotel, now the Sheraton 
Hotel. This statement of his as to the scene of his nativity always 
lifted the eyebrows of his hearers and started questions. The 
kitchen in our chief hotel aforesaid is located on the Portland Street 
side of the hotel, and exactly where that kitchen is now located 
stood the house in which our member was born. Thus, on March 17, 
1873, Bill Cunningham began his mundane existence. 

His father, who was for many years identified with the railroad 
industry, was a native of Needham, Massachusetts, and his mother 
was born in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

He received his early education in the public grammar and high 
schools of Worcester. He was for two years on the old high school 
football team here in 1890 and 1891, when the only high school in 
the city was the one on Walnut Street. He played at end. In the 
latter year the team won the Massachusetts State High School 
Football League championship. This team beat the runner-up high 
school team, which, I understand, came from Ware, 66 to 6. He 
entered Worcester Polytechnic Institute in 1892, graduating with a 
degree of Bachelor of Science in 1896. 

The very next year he entered the employ of the State Mutual 
Life Assurance Company of this city. Those were the days when 
young men, even though graduated from colleges or technical 
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schools, were lucky if they got as much as $1,000 annual salary or 
wages, or a little over $19 a week. But Bill Cunningham with his 
keen and trained intelligence rose quickly in the company from 
one promotion to another. He became its assistant secretary and 
was finally appointed to the important position of statistician of the 
company. Perhaps fully important as that, for his last ten years 
with the company he was the editor of the State Mutual monthly 
pamphlet that was distributed to all agents of the company and to 
many thousands of the company's policyholders. To make such 
a monthly publication so interesting that policyholders would read 
it, it was necessary to have articles of wide interest on many subjects 
and in addition to emphasize the value of life insurance and the fine 
standing of the company. This Mr. Cunningham was particularly 
fitted to do. His mind ranged a wide field, not only in scientific 
matters, but in economics, vital statistics, and in matters of purely 
human interest. Moreover, he had a rather natural literary fl.air. 
He made this publication, called The Thread of Li,fe, a distinct 
success-so interesting to the State Mutual policyholders that it 
was much appreciated by them. It increased loyalty to his company 
and contributed to its progress and growth. 

In fact, in the State Mutual Company where he spent his entire 
business career before his retirement at the age of seventy, he was 
a most valuable officer and associate. He was one of our best "idea
breeders," as I like to call them. Naturally, as with all fertile "idea
breeders," not all of his ideas were entirely practical, but many of 
them were adopted. His imagination gave him a creative talent 
in business ways, methods, and purposes. Those few who believe 
that creative talent is confined largely to those in what are called 
artistic professions have a very limited knowledge of men and 
women in general. 

Among his varied tastes was a keen appreciation of nature. He 
had a great love for flowers and planting and caring for his garden. 
He would have made an excellent member of that organization 
known today as the "Merry Weeders" had he ever applied for 
membership. After his retirement from the company at seventy, 
his i:dterest in, and time for, gardening was even more manifest. 

He was always very close to our own Zelotes Coombs. That 
friendship began in "Tech," when Professor Coombs was a young 
instructor and Bill a student. Together in those days they took 
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several canoe trips. He and Zelotes, after deciding where the trip 
would begin, would stuff their stout canoe with grass and old news
papers and freight it to the point nearest to where the trip was to 
start. They canoed down the Merrimac River and took several 
trips down the Connecticut River beginning up the river in New 
Hampshire and Vermont. These trips took several days. They 
were young enough then to enjoy pulling up the canoe for the night 
on a protected bank and occasionally sleeping in hay piles and 
barns. These were real outings under the sun and stars. He and 
Professor Coombs more than once walked from Worcester to the 
top of Mt. Wachusett and back again in the same day. 

Among his athletic attainments can be listed bowling; he was 
an excellent bowler, especially with candlepins, and bowled fre
quently on the State Mutual alleys and at the Worcester Club, 
usually beating many younger competitors. He was a good high
diver and, even after he was sixty, at company outings at lake or 
oceanside would dive from a twenty-foot height and slip into the 
water straight and clean as a plummet, all to the great admiration 
of everybody. 

He was a good raconteur. Telling a good story, humorous or 
otherwise, can be fairly classed as a minor art. So when Bill, in 
any gathering, gave signs of giving forth a story, all drew near with 
expectant and soon rewarded ears. 

And he knew his history on certain special lines-business or 
otherwise. We assigned him the distinction of writing two books on 
State Mutual Life Assurance Company history on the occasions of 
its 90th and 100th anniversaries. They were widely distributed 
among other insurance companies. They set something of an exam
ple in recording life insurance history which some other companies 
have followed. 

Even before he became secretary of this Society in 1932, he read 
a paper for the Society on March 12, 1929, on "Early Domestic 
Silver." He knew old silver even back to the time of the oldest 
hallmark, known as the Leopard's Head, which was used on London 
silver nearly six hundred years ago. I venture to assert that the 
paper delivered in 1929 before our Society was the most authorita
tive paper on old silver ever delivered before this particular group. 
It deserves a re-reading; you will find it printed in our publications. 
I quote merely the first paragraph of it. 
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Silver has had its place continuously in the domestic life of man 
since the earliest recorded history. Silver utensils were formerly 
the exclusive property of the wealthy who used them side by side 
with the commoner wares. The silver plate and the wooden trench
er adorned the same board. The silver flagon passed above the 
salt held doubtless the same brew as the leather jack and horn that 
circulated at the other end of the table. Later silver and pewter 
stood for high life and low life, or for ceremonious and ordinary 
occasions. Its constant association with the ceremonious side of 
the life of the wealthy or ruling classes leaves a record in this metal 
of the best accepted taste of the past generations. 

Many a man after his younger days of romantic and mundane 
love have passed, falls in love with the Muse of History. This is 
one of the many compensations of advancing years. And Will 
Cunningham was one of those fortunates who early yielded to the 
charms of the "storied past." 

In his early teens his family moved from Worcester to Auburn, 
where his father bought a very attractive old house built in 1780, 
one which has not been unhappily altered as many old houses have 
been. It is rather picturesquely situated on a little knoll east of the 
main road to Oxford just over the Auburn line. 

Living most of a lifetime, as Will Cunningham did, in a house 
over 150 years old, has its liabilities and its assets, so to speak. 
There may be a lack of closet room and some other conveniences 
which give rise to some proper feminine complaints, but on the 
other hand such a house provides atmosphere and inspiration to an 
inquiring mind. In such an abode you can sit in the evening in a 
comfortable old chair surrounded by nice old furniture before a wood 
fire in the old fireplace, and then, if there is no present-day pressure 
on you, you begin to think of your early predecessors who sat in 
that very chair, in that very room, in that same old house. Your 
mind runs back over those fifteen decades and you wonder what 
in those different periods they wore for clothes, what were their 
politics, what did they read, what were their amusements and 
customs in the art of living. Thus living in an old manse tends to 
induce one back into the paths and bypaths of times gone by. 
And how interesting are such trails! 

And the bypath backward in time that particularly appealed to 
Will Cunningham was to the furniture of the past. Among his 
versatile accomplishments was the knack of using his hands for 
delicate carpentering. And so a great hobby of his was making 
furniture of the old styles on the basis of one inch to a foot; and he 
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was meticulous about this measurement. Thus his miniature pro
ductions are exact models of original old pieces. We have some of 
them here tonight which I hope you will examine. 

He made some of them to give to his friends. I have one here 
in my hand that he gave to me, a miniature specimen, I think, of an 
old Windsor chair. If you will examine this or any of these minia
tures, you will see how meticulous and painstaking his work was. 
Every bit of it is as carefully put together and fashioned as was 
the work of the artisans of medieval days. 

He, my good old friend, used to like to quote that sentence of 
Oliver Goldsmith, "I love everything that's old--old friends, old 
times, old manners, old books." He could feel that way, yet be an 
alert, progressive man of today who realized that a study of the 
past can provide some real lessons for the future. That was our 
Bill Cunningham of this Society. 

As evidence of his all-roundedness, he was also always interested 
in boys and education. He served as vice-president of the Worces
ter Council of Boy Scouts of America. At another time he served 
as chairman of the School Board in Auburn, where he lived so many 
years. At the time of his death he was a member of the Worcester 
Club, University Club of Worcester, the Economic Club, and mem
ber of the Cohasse Country Club in Southbridge. 

A word about his family before I close. In 1902 he married 
Blanche Jeffers, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John G. Jeffers. Mrs. 
Jeffers, nee Mary E . Darling, was the daughter of Lieutenant Gover
nor Darling of Rhode Island, and she was visiting her father when 
the future Mrs. Cunningham was born. Will Cunningham and his 
wife had one son, Hilton Cunningham, born in 1909. Hilton is 
personnel manager of the Thompson Wire Co. Hilton has three 
sons of his own, all of whom were born before Will Cunningham left 
us. He loved his home and family, and like a good grandfather, 
much as he enjoyed his three grandsons, was very careful never to 
play favorites. He died on January 24, 1946, at the age of seventy
two years and ten months. Before he left this mundane world 
he had the infinite satisfaction of knowing that his line of descent 
was going down into the future bearing the fine name of Cunning
ham.. 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society on December 3, 
1946. 
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MED~CAL FEUDS AND QUACKERY IN WORCESTER* 

PHILIP H. CooK, M.D. 

At first blush medical feuds and quackery may seem an odd topic 
to discuss before a lay audience, but ever since the early settlement 
of Worcester the practice of medicine has entered every home and 
has been literally a vital factor in the community life. In the 
beginning it came in the person of the family doctor. His knowledge 
of medicine was scant: from our present standpoint there was not 
much medicine to know; in many cases he had never seen a medical 
school but had been trained in the preceptorial system of service 
with an older man. 

Medical progress, in the late eighteenth century, was in the 
doldrums: regular practitioners were administering foul-tasting 
decoctions of crude drugs, usually in warm water, large doses of 
mercury which salivated the patient or of antimony which nau
seated and frequently poisoned him. Bleeding was rife; catharsis 
was violent; the preparation for reduction of a dislocation consisted 
in making the patient vomit to the point of weakness, the better 
to relax the muscles about the affected parts. Cartoonists lam
pooned the pretensions of the profession; Dr. Isaac Lettsom, a 
prominent London physician of the late 1700's, was thus satirized 
in verse: 

When patients ill to me apply, 
I purges, pukes and sweats 'em. 
If, after that, they chance to die, 
What's that to me: I. Lettsom. 

And little progress was being made. As late as 1859, sixty years 
after the death of Washington, a reviewer of the treatment given 
the "Father of his Country" concluded that it could not be im
proved at that date. 

The background of primitive medicine obviously provided a 
fertile field for feuds and quackery. The dictionary defines a quack 

*The author wishes to acknowledge his indebtedness to Dr. Roy J. Ward for 
many interesting leads in the preparation of this~paper. Dr. Ward's "Epochs in 
the History of the Worcester District Medical Society," New England Journal 
of Medicine, No. 232 (March 8, 1945), 267-276, has been freely used with his 
gracious consent. 
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as "one pretending to medical skill which he does not possess." 
By this standard, from our present viewpoint, many of the profes
sion of 150 years ago came perilously close to that category, yet 
most of them, like their colleagues of today, honestly believed in 
their methods and worked conscientiously. 

The battleground for feuds and the battle front against quackery 
was medical organization which was reluctant to follow the pioneer 
into the western wilderness. In the thirteen years prior to 1794, 
the Massachusetts Medical Society had limited its membership to 
seventy and had elected only one doctor west of Framingham. 

In protest against this exclusive policy, on December 18, 1794, 
forty-one physicians assembled in Worcester at the United States 
Arms Hotel. They chose Worcester because of the hotel which 
was the best in the county at that time, better than any accommo
dations such larger towns as Charlton and Sutton could boast. 
The doctors came from as far east as Mendon and as far west as the 
Connecticut River, thirty-six of them on horseback. Roads were 
few at that time and very poor except for the stage route which was 
famous. Over it Levi Pease was shortly to drive the first four-horse 
stage in America by which, twice a week, passengers were hurled 
from Boston to New York in the hitherto unprecedented time of 
three days and three nights. 

This first meeting of the Worcester Medical Society was presided 
over by the Rev. Ebenezer Morse, a truly unusual person. A news
paper clipping informs us: 

Mr. Morse was a person of unusual ability, a graduate of Harvard 
in 1737, and held the degree of M.A. from that college. Previous to 
his ordination he studied law in the office of Gamaliel Chandler, 
Esq. of Worcester, with a view of entering that profession, but 
afterwards studied medicine and successfully practiced, thereby 
combining in himself all the learned professions of lawyer, minister 
and doctor. He was pastor of Boylston Congregational Church 
from 1743 till the beginning of the Revolutionary War, when he 
left because of Royalist sentiments, but remained in town and 
practiced medicine till shortly before his death in 1802 at the age 
of 83. 

He was truly a versatile gentleman who, like Herbert Spencer, took 
all knowledge for his province. Dr. John Frink, of Rutland, the 
only Massachusetts Medical Society member in the group, was 
elected president. 

The early meetings of the society consisted largely of case reports, 
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three men being appointed at each session to report at the next. 
Nowadays a reader buttresses his opinion with a report of one 
hundred similar cases from the Massachusetts General Hospital, 
two hundred from the Mayo Clinic, and so on. These men had 
only their own experience, backed by the reading of a few European 
books. But it is interesting in reading the reports to note occa
sionally some description of a procedure which would not be classi
cally described for another generation or so. On October 7, 1840, 
for example, a certain Dr. Stone told of employing an obstetric 
procedur~ which would not see the light of day in medical literature 
until described by Crede, a German, nearly forty years later. Dr. 
Stone, thrown on his own resources, had figured out the proper way 
to handle the situation. 

The members of the new society promptly found a problem on 
their hands-a smallpox epidemic was raging, the last of those 
which had devastated the town at ten-year intervals since 17 52. 
In the latter year the disease took a toll of four per cent of the popu
lation. Dr. R. Crawford's house on Green Hill was requisitioned 
as a hospital, the first in Worcester. 

In these days when smallpox has become a medical curiosity 
(the last outbreak in Worcester was in 1901) it is difficult for 
the average person to realize the full meaning of such figures as 
those given above. Such a toll in the Worcester of today would 
mean 8000 deaths a year-more than twenty-five a day from this 
cause alone. Yet such pestilences as these, of only less severity, 
were endured periodically by our ancestors till after the discovery 
of vaccination with cowpox by Jenner in 1796. Dr. Benjamin 
Waterhouse, of Cambridge, introduced the practice into America, 
the first patient being his own five-year-old son. 

This practice now supplanted inoculation with smallpox, intro
duced into England as far back as 1720 by Lady Mary Wortley 
Montague, a famous court beauty who had learned of it in Turkey, 
where her husband had been British ambassador. It was a some
what heroic measure, but in view of the serious and frequent epi
demics was considered worth while. Dr. Austin Flint, of Leicester, 
who had previously operated a hospital for inoculation with small
pox, was the first doctor in this district to adopt vaccination. One 
of his descendants, another Dr. Austin Flint, became a famous heart 
specialist in New York City. 
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Earnest as the Worcester Medical Society's arguments must have 
been regarding the treatment of smallpox, a more furious debate 
probably raged over the merits of Perkins' "tractors." The So
ciety has a pair of these instruments in its medical collection. 

Dr. Elisha Perkins was born at Norwich, Connecticut, in 1740. 
Standing well over six feet, of good appearance and address, he 
bore a high professional reputation for many years. He then con
ceived the idea which Dr. Holmes described: 

. . . that metallic substances might be used in curing disease if 
applied in a certain manner: a notion probably suggested by the 
then recent experiments of Galvani, in which muscular contractions 
were found to be produced by the contact of two metals with the 
living fiber (the so-called Galvanic current). It was in 1796 that 
Perkins' discovery was promulgated in the shape of Perkins' 
Tractors, two pieces of metal, one apparently iron and the other 
brass, about three inches long, blunt at one end and pointed at the 
other. These instruments were applied for the cure of various com
plaints, such as rheumatism, local pains, inflammations, and even 
tumors, by drawing them over the affected parts for about twenty 
minutes. Dr. Perkins took out a patent for his discovery, and 
traveled about the country to diffuse the new practice. 

Just what the tractors contained may be found in the application 
for a patent filed in the Rolls Office in London. They were not 
simply two different metals, but a combination, with even some 
of the precious metals in them, partly for possible appeal to the 
multitude, but also because the canny inventor was able to charge 
a higher price. The ordinary tractors sold for fifty dollars a pair, 
a stiff price for those days; with the combination of precious metals 
wealthier patients paid up to $125. 

The fame of the tractors spread. In 1798 they had crossed the 
Atlantic and were employed in the Royal Hospital at Copenhagen. 
The inventor's son, Benjamin Douglass Perkins, took them to 
London, where they attracted wide attention. In 1804 the Perkin
sean Institute was founded there. It published its transactions, 
held public dinners, and its virtues were celebrated in verse: 

See pointed metals, blest with power t'appease 
The ruthless rage of merciless disease. 
O'er the frail part a subtle fluid pour 
Drenched with th'invisible galvanic shower. 
Till the arthritic staff and crutch forego 
And leap exulting like the bounding roe! 

Perkins lived in the house formerly occupied by the great surgeon, 
John Hunter, a clever device. By the end of 1802, five thousand 
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cases had been treated. Two unbelieving doctors in Bath fabricated 
a pair of false tractors, and discussed the wonders of magnetism 
with patients while they described circles, squares, and triangles 
with the false tractors. Their results were as good as Perkins', 
but their note of skepticism was lost in the prevailing enthusiasm. 

Much more could be said on this extraordinary delusion, but 
Perkins was eventually hoist by his own petard. Back in America, 
he learned in 1810 that a yellow fever epidemic was raging in New 
York. With full confidence in his ability to control it, he traveled 
thither, treated some patients, caught the disease and died. 

Another dubious method of treatment, animal magnetism, was 
a lively subject of debate at the meetings of the Worcester Medical 
Society. On January 8, 1839, we find the following entry in the 
records: 

The subject of Animal Magnetism was as usual brought up for debate, 
and as a great diversity of sentiment and feeling was found to exist 
among the members of the Society, some of them being positively 
and some negatively electrified, the Secretary was directed 
to use his best endeavors to procure the attendance of some 
easily magnetizable young lady, to be "manipulated" at the 
Annual Meeting of the Society, that by her agency the opposite 
poles of opinion might be brought safely and quietly in contact. 

One turns the page with high anticipation, but, alas, no result! 
Apparently no susceptible maiden could be found. 

Now, the phrase "as usual" used by the secretary in the entry 
above shows that the subject of animal magnetism was much in the 
minds of the Society's members at the time; what was it all about? 

Victor Robinson, in his History of Medicine, says: 

Franz Anton Mesmer, of Suabia, came to Paris to study medicine. 
His graduating thesis, "The Influence of the Planets in the Cure of 
Disease" (1766) promulgated the theory that the sun and moon 
act upon living beings by means of the subtle fluid known as animal 
magnetism, analogous in its effects to the influence of the lodestone. 
Mesmer thus revealed himself as a belated astrologer. But he 
opened in Paris a Temple of Health, and here thronged the afflicted. 

* * * 
They trod the halls in silence broken only by the sound of an 
Aeolian harp from a distant chamber. The light that shone thru 
the richly-stained windows fell on walls lined with mirrors. From 
the corridors floated the odor of orange-blossoms, and from antique 
vases on the chimney-pieces ascended the rarest incense. 

* * * 
The majority of the patients were women, and for them a special 
set of young men had been provided. Slowly and solemnly these 
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assistant magnetizers marched forward; each selected a woman 
and stared her in the eye; no word was spoken, but from somewhere 
softly sailed the music of an accordion, and the voice of a hidden 
opera-singer sweetened the incense-laden air. The young Apollos 
embraced the knees of the women and gently massaged their breasts. 
The women closed their eyes and felt the magnetism surge thru 
them. The master-magnetizer, Mesmer himself, in a lilac gown, 
with lofty mien and majestic tread, passed among them, making 
passes and accomplishing miracles. If a lady had a "crisis" Mes
mer lifted her up and carried her to his private crisis-chamber. It 
must have been a pleasant form of hypnosis, for as soon as a patient 
recovered from one crisis she begged for another. 

Mesmerism became a sensation; the French Government offered 
the inventor a pension and the Cross of the Order of St. Michael 
for his secret, but he refused. Finally a commission, including 
Benjamin Franklin and Lavoisier, the discoverer of oxygen who 
later became a victim of the French Revolution, was appointed to 
investigate. It decided that mesmerism was due to the imagination, 
and called attention to the moral dangers of the practice. But 
the idea persisted; Mrs. Eddy, in her early editions of Science and 
Health, inveighed against "Malicious Animal Magnetism" as the 
antagonistic force working against her own Christian Science. And 
the latter day descendant of mesmerism is psychoanalysis. 

Frustrated by the lack of a susceptible Worcester maiden in its 
efforts to test the merits of animal magnetism, the Worcester Medi
cal Society turned to other problems. Patent medicines, as now, 
were frowned upon by the profession. On June 22, 1842, we learn 
that Dr. John Starkweather, of Upton, was expelled from the society 
for sale of a secret nostrum; more were to come. He tried to resign 
because of illness, but this boon was denied him. 

The battle against patent medicines continued and in the mean
time the society was obliged to throw its weight against other 
quackeries which offered simple cures for complicated troubles. 

One of these was the Thomsonian System which taught that the 
eradication of disease depended upon free and continuous bowel 
evacuation. It later developed into the Eclectic System which 
claimed to select the best remedies from both homeopathic and 
(so-called) allopathic pharmacopoeias, and some practitioners of 
this school were still working at it forty years ago. 

In 1845, Thomsonian enthusiasts subscribed funds to enable 
Dr. Calvin Newton to build on Union Hill his "Botanico-Medical 
College," a large, four-towered building which is the present Davis 
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Hall of Worcester Academy. Over strong opposition from the 
Massachusetts Medical Society, the Legislature granted a charter 
to the new school which came to be known as the Worcester Medical 
School. 

For a time Dr. Newton's institution flourished. With a faculty 
of six physicians and scientists, he administered a lecture course 
of fourteen weeks beginning in March. A large body of students 
paid his tuition fee of fifty dollars and half as much more for his 
elaborate diploma of which the Worcester Medical Library has a 
copy. 

Dr. Newton's enterprise did not last long; in June, 1849, the 
Society entertained charges against him for handbill advertising of 
a nostrum which brought his expulsion in May, 1881. About two 
years after that, he died and his college, like his medical journal, 
failed to survive him. 

But the charter did not lapse and was later used for Middlesex 
Medical College. The final chapter in the history of this latter insti
tution, the problem child of medical authorities of the state in recent 
years, was written in August, 1946, when the campus in Waltham 
was sold to Professor Einstein's Institute for Higher Learning. 
Davis Hall, as Dale Hospital, was used as a Civil War hospital for 
two years (1864-66). 

Even while the school on Union Hill was under attack, another 
faddish remedy was getting a foothold. In 1851, one Seth Rogers 
established a water cure, and the street on which it was located was 
appropriately named "Fountain." This can be classed as a fad 
and not a feud; patients were given baths of various sorts and 
encouraged to drink more water. The results on the whole were 
probably beneficial. It ran until 1864, and was one of the few places 
in Worcester, outside the City Farm, where patients could be cared 
for before the establishment of City Hospital in 1871. 

The 1870's saw the influence of many movements and ideas 
reflected in the history of the Worcester District Medical Society. 
Woman's Rights was one of them. In May, 1873, Dr. Oramel 
Martin, of Worcester, introduced a resolution to the effect that 
"the Worcester District Medical Society would welcome the admis
sion of women members. " Heated debate ensued; an opponent 
said "that he did not wish to bring the Woman Question into the 
Medical Society," and the resolution was tabled. Brought up again 
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at the following meeting, it was finally passed with the word "wel
come" changed to "has no objection to" women members. Thus 
ungallantly was the fair sex admitted to fellowship. They soon 
proved themselves worthy of it. 

The newly admitted ladies were just in time to join a discussion 
of peculiar interest to them. On July 9, 1873, the meeting took 
the form of a symposium on prenatal impression. Dr. Rufus 
Woodward (father of Lem and uncle of Sam) reported having 
delivered a child with a badly deformed right hand, the mother 
having seen during her pregnancy a woman with similar deformity. 
He also told of a person eighteen years old in Shrewsbury with no 
eyes "except little pearls." The mother said that during pregnancy 
a man chased her "with a halibut head prepared in a peculiar way." 
Other such cases were reported. Modern embryology has chased 
away these ancient bugaboos, but the good doctors of 1873 did 
not have this knowledge. 

The 1870's were certainly lively times in the history of W orces
ter's medical society. That decade saw the feud between the 
allopathic and homeopathic schools rise to its highest pitch of 
bitterness. 

The story of homeopathy goes back to Samuel Hahnemann. In 
the last years of the eighteenth century he began in Germany a 
series of studies of drugs (he called them "provings ") along a new 
line. In 1810 he published the Organon, his principal work. It 
involved the well-known theory that "like cures like," that is, that 
symptoms were to be met with a drug which would produce the 
same symptoms in the normal person, and that the potency of a 
drug increased with repeated trituration, which might be carried 
to a high degree. It is not within the scope of this paper to discuss 
the pros and cons of these claims-hostile critics declared that the 
theory arose from a faulty deduction by Hahnemann, when in 
triturating metallic mercury with sugar he converted it into the 
oxide, which is more powerful than the metal itself, and did not 
recognize the chemical fact. But, be that as it may, his sugar pellets 
and highly diluted alcoholic tinctures met with popular response 
along the line which he had intended-a protest against the heroic 
therapy of the period. 

Now, Hahnemann had intended his work as a contribution to the 
general knowledge of his fellow-practitioners, but violent opposition 
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arose and he was forced to found a new school under the name of 
"homeopathic." The regular profession they dubbed "allopathic," 
and the fight was on. 

According to a volume published in 1876 by the American Insti
tute of Homeopathy, the Rev. Aurin Bugbee, of Charlton, was the 
first to introduce the system into Worcester County in 1840 (note 
again the duplication of professions). He removed to Worcester 
in 1854, then went to Warren, Vermont, where he died in 1859. 
Other pioneers in the forties were Drs. Jos. Bernstill and J. K. Clark. 
The name of Dr. L.B. Nichols deserves special mention. Graduat
ing in Philadelphia, he settled in Worcester in 1848. The document 
cited states that "he has an extensive practice, and has done much 
to give this system the respect it has acquired. " His son, who 
followed in his footsteps, was the genial Dr. Chas. L. Nichols who 
was so well known to many of us. 

In 1862, according to Hersey's History of Worcester, there were 
listed twenty-six allopathic, four eclectic, four homeopathic, one 
Thomsonian, and four female physicians. There was no cooperation 
between the groups; homeopaths denounced the crude and danger
ous methods of the allopaths; the latter, in the person of Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, ridiculed homeopathic dosage as "a drop of 
medicine in the Lake of Geneva." Members of the District Society 
who practised or consulted with practitioners of the opposing school 
were expelled. In 1875, H. Jones, H. C. Clapp, Hiram L. Chase, 
and F. G. Kittredge suffered this penalty, and the records of 1874 
contain a reference to the debt incurred by the prosecution of 
homeopathic members two years previously. 

But a new era was on the way; the new science of medicine was 
being born. The recognition of the self-limitation of disease, which 
meant that most diseases tend to recovery by the resisting forces 
of the body, enunciated by Dr. Morrill Wyman, of Cambridge, in 
1869, showed why so many patients got well with little or no medi
cation, and dealt a heavy blow to the old idea of the paramountcy 
of the drug. The scope of surgery, after the work of Pasteur and 
Lister, increased enormously. Serums and other products of the 
new science of biochemistry were introduced and all these advances 
were accepted in common by both warring schools. Drug adminis
tration was pushed into a small corner of the field it had nearly 
monopolized fifty years before with the result that the area of dis-
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agreement between the factions was much less than that of agree
ment. 

In 1904 Dr. Homer Gage, in his oration before the Medical So-
ciety, quoted Dr. Wm. Osler: 

There are two factors in the progress of medicine, one the skeptical 
spirit fostered by Paris, Vienna and Boston physicians, and second, 
and above all, the valuable lessons of homeopathy, the infinitesi
mals of which certainly would do no harm and quite as certainly 
no good. A new school of practitioners has arisen which cares 
nothing for homeopathy and still less for so-called allopathy. It 
seeks to study rationally and scientifically the action of drugs, old 
and new. 

It was then possible to bridge the gulf; the first timber was thrown 
across by Dr. A. E. P. Rockwell, of Worcester and Shrewsbury, a 
homeopathic graduate, who in 1901 wrote a letter to the Massa
chusetts Medical Society calling attention to what he termed the 
"Incongruous and conflicting provisions of the Bylaws as to admis
sion of members." This was referred to a committee of which Dr. 
Richard Cabot, of Boston, and Dr. Homer Gage were members. 
They supported his contention. Dr. Rockwell claims to have joined 
the Society November 25, 1901. His name appears on the list of 
admissions in that year, but not on the official membership list 
until the year 1906-07. This apparent discrepancy can be explained 
by a series of events which represented the last embers of the old 
feud. Rockwell, having appeared before the censors of the Society 
and passed the examination, sent his dues of five dollars to the 
local treasurer, Dr. G. 0. Ward, and requested a certificate of mem
bership. Dr. Ward, an unbending partisan of the antagonism 
between the schools, refused to grant it and Rockwell appealed to 
the Council, governing body of the Massachusetts Medical Society. 
The matter lay dormant till February 7, 1906, when Dr. Frederick C. 
Shattuck, professor of Medicine at Harvard and Nestor of the Coun
cil, moved to appoint a committee to effect changes in the bylaws. 
"In these days of Christian Scientists," he said, "of N aturopaths, 
Osteopaths and various other 'paths,' it is about time that the 
educated men of the profession buried the hatchet and got to
gether." The committee was appointed and on June 12 of that 
year brought in a recommendation for change in the bylaws whereby 
any candidate who has graduated from an acceptable school and 
does not practice any exclusive system might be admitted to the 
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Society. This was adopted, and since that time the graduates of 
homeopathic schools have stood shoulder to shoulder with their 
former antagonists in the Society. They have not abandoned their 
own therapy-perhaps the attenuations are less than in Hahne
mann's original conception, but like the rest of us, they are content 
to bear the common title of physician. Their school has made its 
contribution to the field of medical knowledge and been absorbed 
therein. 

To quote once more from Holmes: 

Medicine appropriates everything from any source which can be in 
the slightest way of use to anyone who is ailing in any way; it 
learned from a monk how to use antimony, from a Jesuit how to 
cure ague, from a friar how to cut for stone, from a soldier how to 
treat gout, from a sailor how to treat scurvy, from a postmaster 
how to sound the Eustachian tube, from a dairy maid how to pre
vent smallpox, and from an old market woman how to catch the 
itch insect. It was taught the use of helonin and lobelia by the 
American savage. 

Before leaving this phase of the subject, in which he played so 
creditable a part, it may be interesting to note the initials E. P. 
in Dr. Rockwell's name. He was named for his ancestor, Dr. 
Elijah Perkins, of Connecticut, brother of Elisha of tractor fame, 
but professionally a horse of another color. 

So much for feuds; for the final chapter let us consider some 
modern quackery. 

In the first decade of this century one Willard M. Lindsey ap
peared in Worcester. His sign read "Dr. W. M. Lindsey, Inc." 
In later court proceedings he claimed that the professional title was 
merely part of the company's name and entirely legal; it did not 
imply that he was a physician. He claimed only to be a clairvoyant 
and magnetic healer. He stated that at the age of ten he had begun 
reading the books of his father, a physician, and had soon developed 
an "intuitive ability" for diagnosis which rendered the accepted 
medical methods unnecessary. He opened a suite of offices in a 
building owned by a wholesale druggist, who prepared his medicines 
and also extended him the courtesy of the telephone switchboard. 
He also had offices on Columbus Avenue in Boston. The rooms were 
rather gruesomely adorned with jars containing tumors and gall
stones, which he assured patients "had been driven out by the 
power of his medicines." His method, as testified to by state police 
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officers who went to him in the guise of patients, was to fix the 
patient with his eye, and say impressively," Don't tell me anything. 
I know all about you. You have a tumor (or cancer, or gallstones) 
but I can cure you for $100." And many believed him. 

Lindsey's publicity was ingenious and well planned. His agents, 
all women, travelled through rural New England in the guise of 
corset fitters (women wore them then) . Moving into a small town, 
they soon established confidential relations with the feminine por
tion of the community, and thus learned who were the chronic 
invalids; then the merits of the great doctor were set forth effective
ly. One prospective patient, who was somehow diverted into my 
hands after her arrival in Worcester, was a waitress from Fort Kent, 
Maine, the last town on the Canadian border, and 650 miles from 
Worcester. I could discover nothing seriously wrong with her. 

Despite repeated efforts on the part of local and state medical 
authorities, the man did a huge business for several years. Brought 
into court, he nonchalantly paid fines of $100 to $600 from a roll 
in his pocket, and went back to work. He fought back at the State 
Board of Medical Registration, alleging discrimination, and his 
appeal was denied by no less a person than Justice Oliver Wendell 
Holmes. But toward the end he was incautious enough to sign a 
death return; his vogue faded, and he finally disappeared. 

In an even more dangerous category was the Tricho System, a 
syndicate which established in many New England cities, including 
Worcester, offices for removing superfluous hair by X-ray, a pro
cedure abandoned by legitimate X-ray men forty years ago by 
reason of danger and unsatisfactory results. The offices were run 
by people with no medical education, who applied the rays indis
criminately. They boasted openly that the authorities could not 
touch them and it was so, for, under the law, the operation of an 
X-ray machine is not the practice of medicine. The New England 
Roentgen Ray and Dermatological societies put pressure on the 
General Court in vain. Tricho flourished until suits for damage 
began to be brought, then disappeared overnight. Skin clinics 
still see some of their victims. 

Equally dangerous was the Viavi System, which claimed to treat 
women's diseases only, but tackled everything. During my City 
Hospital internship a nineteen-year-old girl with a malignant bone 
tumor the size of a baseball was brought in, having been under 
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treatment for six months by Via vi wash and internal medication; 
she lived three months more. 

Quackery is not a new term nor a new phenomenon; Egyptolo
gists claim to have found the origin of the term in the hieroglyphic 
symbol for doctor-a duck. So persistent an institution must have 
some basis. In his book on psychotherapy Dr. Walsh says: 

Not less interesting than the therapeutic results obtained by men 
who were using inert remedies which they thought effective, are the 
cures obtained by men who had good reason to know that the 
therapeutic methods they were using were quite inefficient. Their 
good results, often loudly proclaimed by healed patients, are 
obtained entirely thru the patient's mind. Usually these men are 
supposed to possess some wonderful therapeutic secret, which they 
have obtained by a fortunate discovery, or by years of study, tho 
usually their discovery is a myth and their long years of study a 
fable. So long as people can be brought to believe in their 1owers 
many cures are bound to follow their ministrations. The rea secret 
is their knowledge of human nature; they induce people to tap new 
sources of energy in themselves, and somehow they succeed in bring
ing to their aid this law of reserve energy. Besides, in many cases 
where patients continue to have symptoms once they have been 
initiated, the real reason is that their worry about themselves 
inhibits their natural curative power. This inhibition is prevented 
or obliterated by the change of mind produced by the quack, and 
then the vis medicatrix naturae (the healing power of nature) 
brings about a cure. 

The best way to prevent the abuse of a power is to direct it into 
proper channels, and this modern medicine is endeavoring to do 
in the new work of psychosomatic medicine, which pays especial 
attention to the part played by the mind in the clinical picture, while 
still continuing the other criteria of physical diagnosis. 

In conclusion, it seems fair to point out that, just as the diplomats 
and politicians are today striving for One World politically, so the 
best-advised leaders in medicine are seeking a One World of Medi
cine, into which each sect may bring its special contribution and 
be absorbed in a body which has no criteria save those of increasing 
and diffusing med_ical knowledge. 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society, October 8, 1946. 
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