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FOREWORD 

THE WORCESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Founded 1875 

The purpose of this Society is to gather, preserve, and display for 
public benefit, historical material of all kinds, especially that relating 
to Worcester City and County. 

In its Library may be found all the local histories available, and 
every effort is made to secure, preserve, and catalogue all articles 
dealing with any phase of Worcester history. Here will be found 
works by local authors, a well-organized collection of more than 
twenty thousand manuscripts, maps, broadsides, newspapers, and 
articles of historic interest. Much of this material is unique, of great 
importance, and irreplaceable. 

The Museum supplements the Library in its collections, which 
contain thousands of objects and pictures of historical significance. 
Not a few are of general interest but, naturally, emphasis has been 
placed on what concerns Worcester especially, inventions, drawings, 
sketches, tools, toys, clothing, ornaments, home utensils, heirlooms, 
works of domestic utility, decoration, of art, of education from 
earliest times. And many of the articles in this Museum connote 
important steps in the progress of City and County, refer to disas
ters, bring back to modern times what our ancestors did, believed, 
hoped, to what they aspired, what they accomplished and, in many 
instances, what they attempted and failed to accomplish. Thus 
Museum and Library mark in definite steps the growth and devel
opment of City and County in influence, in population, in aspira
tion, in actual accomplishment. 

The resources of the Museum and Library are in constant use, not 
only by the students of all grades in our local schools as well as those 
in the County, but by investigators from outside whose researches 
lead them hither. And the officers of the Society, together with the 
members of the staff, aim ever to cooperate to the limit in furthering 
the efforts of those who seek aid in the resources of the collections, 
always emphasizing, so far as they may, those lessons of fair play, of 
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forbearance, of mutual assistance and cooperation that have made 
not only our City and County great and prosperous but have con
tributed to the marvelous development of our nation. 

The Society is supported by membership dues and the income 
from a comparatively small endowment fund. Receipts from these 
two sources always fall far short of meeting the incr,easing needs 
felt by the Society, needs which each year become more pressing. 
A strong appeal is made to all who are interested in helping this 
valuable work by taking out membership in the Society, by pre
senting to its Library or Museum, gifts of historical interest, or 
by gifts of money. And such members and donors may rest assured 
that their membership and gifts will count much in helping for 
future generations a most valuable work. 

Gifts by will may be made in the following form: 

I give the sum of . . .. . . .. . . ........ . Dollars to the Worcester 
Historical Society, of Worcester, Massachusetts. 
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REPORT OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE 

SOCIETY DURING THE PAST YEAR 

The Society in a quiet way is striving to carry on the original 
purpose for which it was founded, to rescue from oblivion any 
historical matter that might otherwise be lost; to collect and pre
serve antiquarian relics of every description; and to be of service 
to any students of historical research who may seek its assistance. 
The museum is open ordinarily every week-day afternoon, except 
Monday, but during the cold months of the winter, in order to 
conserve fuel, the building was open only three afternoons a week. 

In February, Captain Cross, our Director, was taken ill and 
has been unable to come back since. The two assistants, Mr. Waite 
and Miss Reid, have tried to carry on as usual, Professor Coombs, 
the president, and Mr. Rice, the secretary, assisting by frequent 
visits and advice. 

During the year from June to the end of May, in spite of closing 
two days in the week, there were 2,169 visitors. While the majority 
of these were school children, yet older persons who came invariably 
expressed surprise at the richness of our collections and often 
expressed regret that they had not discovered us before. 

A good many requests for information about ancestors come to 
us from other parts of the country. These we try to answer, even 
if sometimes the necessary research consumes considerable time, as 
it is one way of fulfilling one of the purposes for which the Society 
was founded, to aid students in historical research. 

We are constantly adding to our collections. Some of the notable 
accessions during the past year are: a cane made of wood from the 
spire of the Old South Church; a set of drafting instruments, once 
the property of Robert B. Thomas, publisher of the Old Farmer's 
Almanac; a set of articles used by air raid wardens in this Second 
World War; a carpet sweeper, probably one of the first manu
factured, date of patent 1873; the personal equipment carried by 
a Civil War soldier from Worcester, including a blanket, woven by 
his grandmother; a complete painted white pine bedroom set of 
furniture , made in 1880 as an exhibition piece for a fair and a Betty 
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or Phoebe lamp, such as was used in colonial days. We have added 
to our manuscript department an original letter written by Fred
erick Cook, the rival claimant of Commodore Peary of the discovery 
of the North Pole, and the patent paper of a submarine lantern 
invented by Charles Gould and Charles Lamb, of Worcester. We 
have two specimens of this lantern in our museum. 

We frequently change the exhibits in the cases in order to bring 
to light objects that have been stored away for lack of room to 
display them. Mrs. Warren C. Lane has assumed the care of the 
gowns. Already they have been rearranged and the work of index
ing and storing the many that we cannot exhibit for lack of room 
is going on. Few people know that our Society possesses a rare 
collection of lovely old gowns, and Mrs. Lane is rendering an 
inestimable service to our organization in seeing to their proper 
preservation. Mr. Charles E. Ayers, one of our most enthusiastic 
members, bas given a great many afternoons to assisting Mr. Waite 
in the rearrangement of cases, adding greatly to their attractiveness. 

The regular monthly evening meetings at the Museum, excepting 
April, May and June, were omitted again in order to conserve fuel. 
On October 22nd, the annual Colonial Dinner was held at the 
Y.W.C.A. Nineteen attended. Because of shortage of help it 
was served cafeteria style, a procedure which added to rather than 
detracted from the sociability of the occasion. At the April meet
ing Mr. William H . Cunningham read a paper entitled " The 
Hundredth Anniversary of the State Mutual Life Assurance 
Company," and Mr. Paul Swan, of the Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute, at the May meeting gave a talk on his study of the 
characteristics of some of Worcester's leading men, both earlier 
and later ones. 

Although hampered by war restrictions, the work of the Society 
is progressing. Not a day goes by without someone coming in, 
which shows that some are interested in our museum and that 
we are performing a real service to the community. We would 
like to have more people know about the contents of our museum 
and about the abundant material for local historical research that 
we have available. It is always a pleasure and a source of great 
satisfaction to be able to serve those seeking information concerning 
Worcester's early history, thus gaining new friends and occasionally 
a new member. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

To the Members of the Worcester Historical Society: 

The Treasurer respectfully submits his report as of May 31, 1944. 
The total income for the year amounted to $2,685.76 and the total 

expenses were $2,674.47, the excess of income over expenses being 
$11.29. 

Investment income this past year amounted to $1,693.66, a 
reduction of $143.27. We are glad to report, however, that no 
security owned by the Society is in default . Membership dues 
also showed a decrease for the year of $43. 

Incidental income amounted to $256.10, an increase of about 
$150.00, which is accounted for by the fact that a number of dupli
cates were sold by the Society during the year. 

Expenses are kept at a minimum and this year amounted to 
$2,674.47, an increase of only $86.00 over last year. 

The customary check for $100.00 was given to us by the Hester 
N. Wetherell Estate and was gratefully received. We were also 
happy to receive gifts of $1,000 each from Mrs. Esther Forbes 
Hoskins and Mr. John W. Higgins. 

It is obvious, of course, that a large part of the income received 
by the Society is from membership dues. The Treasurer would be 
greatly helped if the members, through their personal contacts, 
would enlist new members in the work of the Society. 

Respectfully submitted, 

DWIGHT S. PIERCE, 

Treasurer 
June 6, 1944 
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