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FOREWORD 

THE WORCESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Founded 1875 

The purpose of this Society is to gather, preserve, and display for 
public benefit, historical material of all kinds, especially that relating 
to Worcester City and County. 

In its Library may be found all the local histories available, and 
every effort is made to secure, preserve, and catalogue all articles 
dealing with any phase of Worcester history. Here will be found 
works by local authors, a well-organized collection of more than 
twenty thousand manuscripts, maps, broadsides, newspapers, and 
articles of historic interest. Much of this material is unique, of great 
importance, and irreplaceable. 

The Museum supplements the Library in its collections, which 
contain thousands of objects and pictures of historical significance. 
Not a few are of general interest but, naturally, emphasis has been 
placed on what concerns Worcester especially, inventions, drawings, 
sketches, tools, toys, clothing, ornaments, home untensils, heirlooms, 
works of domestic utility, decoration, of art, of education from earliest 
times. And many of the articles in this Museum connote important 
steps in the progress of City and County, refer to disasters, bring 
back to modern times what our ancestors did, believed, hoped, to 
what they aspired, what they accomplished arid, in many instances, 
what they attempted and failed to accomplish. Thus Museum and 
Library mark in definite steps the growth and development of City 
and County in influence, in population, in aspiration, in actual 
accomplishment. 

The resources of the Museum and Library are in constant use, not 
only by the students of all grades in our local schools as well as those 
in the County, but by investigators from outside whose researches 
lead them hither. And the officers of the Society, together with the 
members of the staff, aim ever to cooperate to the limit in furthering 
the efforts of those who seek aid in the resources of the collections, 
always emphasizing, so far as they may, those lessons of fair play, of 
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forbearance, of mutual assistance and cooperation that have made not 
only our City and County great and prosperous but have contributed 
to the marvelous development of our nation. 

The Society is supported by membership dues and the income from 
a comparatively small endowment fund. Receipts from these two 
sources always fall far short of meeting the increasing needs felt by 
the Society, needs which each year become more pressing. A strong 
appeal is made to all who are interested in helping this valuable work 
by taking out membership in the Society, by presenting to its Library 
or Museum, gifts of historical interest, or by gifts of money. And 
such members and donors may rest assured that their membership 
and gifts will count much in helping for future generations a most 
valuable work. 

Gifts by will may be made in the following form: 

I give the sum of. . .. .. . ... . ..... .. .. Dollars to the Worcester 

Historical Society, of Worcester, Massachusetts. 
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The Society has been brought face to face with war conditions this 
report year for the first time. While this world strife affects us all in 
many ways we on the executive staff have constantly before us the 
task of conservation as it bears on our light and heat. Care is used .to 
keep our lighting down to a minimum. The heating problem causes 
us more concern. Under normal conditions it takes about 4000 gallons 
of fuel oil to heat the Society's rooms for the season and we divide 
this as nearly as possible into eight monthly installments running 
from September through April. This last winter was colder than 
usual and our allowance was cut about 1000 gallons, which created a 
real problem. To meet it we shut off all heat over week-ends when 
there was no danger of freezing, kept our normal museum temperature 
to 65°, and opened only to the public, Tuesday, Thursday, and Satur
day afternoons. As you know the monthly meetings were suspended 
during the winter. Even so we were forced to get an additional 500 
gallons to get us through the season. Oddly enough our attendance 
figures fell off only 56 over the previous year's total, due partly 
perhaps to the number of visiting soldiers who seem to enjoy our 
displays. 

The year as a whole has been a good one for the Society. The 
museum has been enriched by an unusual number of gifts, and the 
treasury by donations real and potential. One donation to petty 
cash of $50.00 enabled us to purchase much needed supplies, to seed 
and plant the grounds and care for them, to have windows washed, 
and to do odd jobs about the building which would come under the 
heading of house cleaning. All of this without calling on the Treasurer. 

The gift to the museum of a fine old grand piano of the Civil War 
period was accompanied by a substantial sum for its care and main
tenance. By the will of Jeanie Lea Southwick the Society is to receive 
$100,000 when her fortune shall have accumulated to that amount 
through investment. The late Miss Southwick was a good and dear 
friend of ours whose interest in our museum was unflagging during 
her active lifetime. Her case of Oriental miniatures as well as docu
ments of earlier Worcester add to the richness of our displays. 

The museum continues to grow. The Indian collection has been 
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enriched by the small case of artifacts which belonged to the late 
Dr. Baker. War relics continue to be received in number and variety. 
The children of Worcester's Civil War heroes are now widely scattered 
and of advanced age and they look to us to provide a final resting 
place for fathers' loved mementoes. So there has come to us a drum in 
fine condition whose inspiring beats aided the lagging feet of our men 
on that long, hot march to the field of Gettysburg. Antietam and 
Fredericksburg too are represented. From the Spanish war we have 
the West Point Diploma and other relics of the late Lieutenant Ed
mund Nathaniel Benchley, the only regular army officer from Worces
ter killed at San Juan Hill. A Malay Kriss testifies to our earlier 
struggles in the far Pacific, in which other Worcester boys partici
pated. A group of shell cases remind us of the Argonne and St. Mihiel 
of World War number one. We solicit souvenirs of the present struggle 
and hope, when our boys return safely and victoriously from Berlin 
and Tokio, to add their contributions to our collection. 

In glassware we have received among other gifts, a fine decanter of 
old Bohemian ware, once the property of the late Senator Hoar, two 
lovely Sandwich glass compotiers and a pair of purple hurricane 
lamps. These together with a small number of odd goblets are all 
from Miss Frances Healey, who gave also the large plate glass mirror 
now in the front hall. Among oddities is a woven glass fire engine of 
early design whose bright colors and unusual shape greatly intrigue 
the youngsters, and a cane taken from the hull of an American 
privateer sunk in the harbor of St. Johns, Newfoundland, in 1781. 
The late Mrs. Nellie B. Goffe has willed us her collection of antique 
lamps, syrup pitchers and cup plates. A careful selection from these 
items will add greatly to the beauty and uniqueness of the museum 
glassware now on display. So the museum expands until we are put 
to it at times to find place for our gifts. We greatly need more show
cases and fondly dream of the day when an addition can be put on the 
building. 

Many of the good people of Worcester pass the doors of this build
ing year after year without being aware of the collections contained 
in it. It takes the visit of an out-of-town group to make us realize 
how varied are the contents of the museum. This was brought 
forcibly to our mind this spring when we became hosts to the Bay 
State Historical League for its annual meeting. These good friends 
have high interest in things historical and a profound knowledge of 
Americana. Their enthusiasm was so great that along about seven-
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thirty we were forced to call their attention t<;> the fact that our closing 
hour normally was five o'clock. Their appreciation and interest were 
a real inspiration to us and we regretted that more of our own mem
bers were not present to share in their pleasure. As a testimony to 
the richness of our museum do you know of a sphere of activity 
indulged in by your forebears, evidences of which we have not on dis
play? We have met this challenge time and again from hobbyists 
interested in special lines, we are proud to say. 

We are called upon to do a variety of historical research usually 
upon something of local interest. '.fhe results of our labors are placed 
in the historical file for future reference. Just lately we have had 
demands for data regarding the Hessian prisoners who were held in 
Worcester County as a result of the battles of Bennington and 
Saratoga. It seems that many of these men settled here in this coun
try and today their descendants, widely scattered, seek to learn more 
of their immediate ancestor. Naturally they look to us of Worcester 
to inform them from local sources. Lately, too, we have had the 
pleasure of getting together material on the Dummy Railroad which 
formerly ran from the city to Lake Quinsigamond, and which many 
of you will recall. Thus we accumulate sources of material which we 
find more and more use for, to answer the queries by our local school 
and college students. We request that you deposit with us the dupli
cate copies of any researches you may have made or copies of interest
ing material you may have accumulated. 

Our visitors, despite the war, have not fallen off in numbers. 
Mature visitors, both local and out-of-town, always express their 
appreciation of what they see here, and frequently their astonishment 
at learning some of the facts about Worcester's greatness. The 
youngsters from school and club continue to use our "Treasure Hunts" 
with zest. They are as varied in background and as interesting as 
could be produced only by the people of a city with our heterogeneous 
population. The lessons in civic pride and love of country we seek to 
instil do not seem to repel them, to judge by the number who return 
again and again and the occasional letters we receive from old friends 
among them both at home and overseas. 

The Society is fortunate in having its present President and Secre
tary both of whom visit the rooms. frequently and who add to the 
comfort and joy of our official life. Our office clerk and museum 
assistant continue to give their loyal support. 

If any of our good members have read this report to this point, 
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please realize that it is to you I am largely addressing these few words. 
It is you whose annual dues have kept this Society going and whose
contributions have gradually built the museum to its present state. 
Yet of the three hundred odd active members comparatively few of 
you visit the museum. True, the more enthusiastic among you are 
likely to be present at the monthly meetings, nevertheless it is due to 
the contributions of all of you that we are able to keep going year 
after year, and I want you to feel that you are investing in an histori-
cal museum of high rank and that the work we do here in cultivating 
citizenship is very much worth while. And, yes, we are eternally grate
ful to all of you and do wish you would come and visit with us at your 
early pleasure. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

To the Members of the Worcester Historical Society: 

The Treasurer respectfully submits his report as of May 31, 1943. 
The total income for the year amounted to $2,722.18 and the total 

expenses were $2,761.03, making a net loss of $38.85. The total income 
for the year was $31.95 less than last year, and the total expenses 
were $74.65 more than last year. 

Investment income this past year amounted to $1,836.93, an in
crease of $83.80. The trend, however, is downward. As bonds are 
called for payment or become due, the money received must be 
invested at lower rates under present conditions. Membership dues 
for the Year amounted to $779.00. 

We are glad to report that no security owned by the Society is in 
default. 

The customary check for $100 was given to us by the Hester N. 
Wetherell Estate and was gratefully received. We were h·appy to 
receive a gift of $2,000 from a friend of the Society, who requested 
that it be anonymous. 

The treasury would be greatly helped if the members, through their 
personal contacts, would enlist new members in the work of the 
Society. 

Respectfully submitted, 
DWIGHT s. PIERCE, 

Treasurer 
June 2, 1943 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 

During the past year, 1942- 1943, the Worcester Historical Society 
has carried on in spite of handicaps imposed by lack of fuel and other 
hardships due to war conditions. It was matter of keen regret that 
the regular: meetings, approximately once each month, must be given 
up but this course seemed necessary, especially because of limitations 
in the way of fuel. Speakers had been provided for each meeting, the 
papers had been prepared, and the subjects promised much of enter
taimnent and instruction. Practically each of these papers involved a 
direct contribution to local history. 

The Annual Colonial Dinner was held in October, according to 
custom, and proved most successful. The place was the Young 
Women's Christian Association headquarters, on Chatham Street. 
The attendance was unusually large, many of the guests appearing in 
the costumes of earlier days. 

Although the regular monthly meetings of the Society were given 
up, owing to conditions noted above, the rooms have been open as 
usual afternoons, and the number of visitors has fully equalled that 
of former years, approximately 2200. Many of the visitors were 
young people, students in the Worcester educational institutions, and 
these younger visitors were welcomed with especial warmth by our 
staff, their many inquiries were answered, and every effort was made 
to encourage them in their researches in local history, also to repeat 
their visits, as many of them did. 

The number of inquiries seeking information concerning Worcester 
and ·worcester County exceeded that of any former year. Topics of a 
wide variety were included in these inquiries, historical, genealogical, 
topographical, geological, and these questions were answered by our 
staff or by members of the Society who were appealed to in so far as 
such answers could be found. And in many instances, when the answer 
was not within the province of staff or Society members, the inquirers 
were referred to authorities in city or county who could supply the 
answers. There is no question that, in years to come, the number of 
such inquiries is bound to increase, the value and resourcefulness of 
the collections of the Society and of the staff and members becoming 
more widely known and appreciated, with the passing of years. But 
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these inquiries, steadily increasing, in number as well as in intricacy 
of research, involve difficulties at present insurmountable in many 
cases. Staff and members of the Society are more than willing to 
cooperate but limitations of time, if no other reasons, preclude the 
intense and elaborate investigation that many of the inquiries de
mand. And rarely, if ever, are these inquiries, directed to the Society 
in perfectly good faith, accompanied by a tender of financial assist
ance to defray possible expense. By those of us who are interested in 
the resources of the Society and in the possibility it offers of help to 
such seekers after information, the hope is cherished that, at some not 
too distant date, the financial resources of the Society will warrant the 
employment of a full-time special investigator, who will be a regular 
member of our staff, and who will devote his or her time exclusively to 
such matters of research. With priceless records in the collections 
of the Society, it is a pity that limitations of assistance on the part of 
the present staff, limitations imposed by lack of time and pressure 
of regular duties, prevent the use to the fullest degree of these records 
and collections. And with lapse of time, as these records and collec
tions steadily increase in value, such added assistance on the part of 
the staff becomes all the more necessary. 

On the seventeenth of April our Society acted as host for the 
Spring Meeting of the Bay State Historical League, of which it is a 
member. Our rooms were open all day, serving as headquarters for 
the meeting, and receiving many visitors. The American.Antiquarian 
Society and the Worcester Art Museum also cooperated in welcoming 
any visitors who might be interested in their special collections, as 
many proved themselves to be. 

The chief event of the day was the luncheon at Hotel Bancroft, 
which was attended by 135 guests. In the several addresses at this 
luncheon many flattering comments were made by the speakers on 
our collections, on their value, also on their arrangement, these 
collections including our library. 

The President of the Worcester Historical Society cannot too 
warmly express his appreciation of the work of the Museum staff, 
Executive Director Cross, ably assisted by Mrs. Cross, Mr. William J . 
Waite, and Miss Katherine Reid. The Society owes much to these 
faithful workers who are doing so much under conditions not always 
favorable . 

For the coming year curtailment of activities will be necessary, as 
has been the case during the past year. The usual Fall dinner is 
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planned for late October or early November; the rooms will be open 
afternoons as usual, the members of the staff being present to guide 
and to assist. Thus the many visitors will be cared for. Moreover 
every effort will be made to answer the endless questions that are 
directed to the Society, these being cared for by the members of the 
staff, who are always free to invoke the assistance of the members of 
the Society, many of whom are especially well qualified to lend their 
assistance in such matters. 

As during the year just past, the regular meetings of the Society 
will be given up during the year to come, the matter of heating the 
quarters of the Society for these monthly meetings proving too great 
a strain. The Annual Meeting to be held doubtless next June ma_y be 
looked forward to as concluding the season of 1943-1944, the rooms 
of the Society remaining open afternoons as has been the custom for 
years. 

The President cannot fail to note the bequest to the Society of 
$100,000.00, in the will of Miss Jeanie Lea Southwick, who died earlier 
in the year. While the exact amount that may come to the Society 
under this bequest is uncertain, there is no doubt that it will be con
siderable. Such an addition to the endowment will make possible 
many lines of endeavor now out of the question because of lack of 
funds. Even better than this material view, however, is the feeling 
on the part of all interested in the welfare of the Society and in its 
future, that one good friend did not forget either the organization 
itself or its capabilities of service. To Miss Southwick and to her 
memory we of the Worcester Historical Society would pay the 
highest tribute. 
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IN MEMORIAM FRANK COLEGROVE 

Mr. Frank Colegrove, for many years a member and Librarian of 
this Society, died May 24, 1943. 

Born in 1852, a descendant of Roger Williams and of Elder Brew
ster, he had spent many years as a teacher in the rural districts of 
West Virginia and of Illinois. He came to Worcester more than fifty 
years ago, and for thirty of these years was associated with the 
American Steel & Wire Company, of which he was a pensioner. 

His work with this Society, as Librarian, was of the greatest value. 
He catalogued its books and manuscripts; he arranged its many 
objects of historical interest in its museum; he was constantly engaged 
in research and contributed many articles to its publications and 
papers to its meetings. Moreover, his pleasant personality, his pro
found knowledge of matters pertaining to Worcester history, im
pressed our many visitors and endeared him to them as well as to his 
fellow-workers. 

All who knew him mourn his passing, but remember him with 
gratitude and appreciation, happy in the pleasant memories that 
remain, of a faithful worker, a firm and loyal friend, an upright 
Christian gentleman. 
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