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FOREWORD 

THE WORCESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Founded 1875 

The purpose of this Society is to gather, preserve, and display for 
public benefit, historical material of all kinds, especially that relating 
to Worcester City and County. 

The Library contains all the local histories available, and seeks all 
local articles dealing with Worcester historical research. It contains 
works by local authors and has a well organized collection of over 
twenty thousand manuscripts, maps, broadsides and newspapers. 
Much of this material is unique and of great importance. 

The Museum displays many thousands of objects and pictures of 
historical significance. Many of these objects are of general interest 
while others, like local inventions, are a source of Worcester pride. 
Our aim is to illustrate from the actual tools, toys, clothing, orna
ments, home utensils, heirlooms, works of domestic utility and art, 
the way Worcester County has worked, played, loved and grown in 
population, influence and . aspiration. 

The resources of the Museum and Library are increasingly used by 
students of all grades in the city and county schools in connection 
with their study of history, local and national. We aim to stimulate 
local pride and to inculcate those lessons of fair play, forbearance 
and love of our fellows which have made our country great. 

The Society is supported by membership dues and income from 
small invested funds. These receipts are never adequate for our 
increasing needs. We appeal to all who are interested in this valuable 
American work to aid by entering into membership in the Society or 
by gifts of a historical or monetary nature. 

Gifts by will may be made in the following form: 

I give the sum of .................... ................................. ....... Dollars to the Worcester 

Historical Society of Worcester, Massachusetts. 

. ! 
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NOTABLE WOMEN OF WORCESTER AND 
WORCESTER COUNTY 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society by 
l\fiss Anna T. Marble, May 9, 1941 

Before beginning this account of some notable women of W orces
ter and Worcester County, it seemed wise to see what the poets, 
saints, and sages had to say about women in general. With this 
purpose in mind Bartlett's '' Familiar Quotations'' was consulted. 
The search was not fruitful in appropriate quotations, however. 
Mr. Pope's idea that a ''woman's at best a contradiction still'' was 
not quite what was wanted; neither was Shakespeare's "she is a 
woman'' exactly the right note. However, the latter quotation is 
the most apposite, for, certainly, as this paper is definitely about 
women, we may say of each one mentioned, ''she'' was '' a woman.'' 

Who was the first woman in Worcester or Worcester County? We 
cannot name her, to be sure, but we know something about what she 
was like. She was an Algonquin Indian, a descendant of tribes 
who came originally from Asia, probably by boat or on ice across 
the narrow straits to Alaska. Gradually these first Indians were 
pushed eastward. By the time the first woman arrived in Worcester, 
she was a member of the tribe of Nipmuck Indians of whom there 
were about two hundred in the vicinity of Worcester when the white 
man came. Perhaps she lived in the Pakachoag village of about 
twenty families. She was tall, slight, and agile; she had a small, 
low forehead, and a large mouth. What did she do 1 She made the 
bark wigwam, she collected the wood for the fire, she carried water 
in a bark bucket, she raised the corn and squash. The corn she 
pounded and, wrapping it in leaves, she cooked it in ashes. Her 
sewing was done with a needle of bone, and thread of elm tree fibres. 
She had some pottery. She cared for her children. I wish we knew 
more about her, but, in our own Museum, we may see some of the 
things she used and saw. After all, she was the first woman in 
Worcester and Worcester County. All honor to her! 

Who was the first white woman in Worcester or Worcester 
County? That is a different story. The first white settler of 
Worcester was Ephraim Curtis of Sudbury, who came here some 
time before 1673. The records are silent about the first Mrs. Curtis, 
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but as the Curtises were the first family in Worcester, a Mrs. Curtis 
should certainly be mentioned. I have been given, by a member of 
the Curtis family, the following picturesque details of an early 
Mrs. Curtis. 

This Mrs. Curtis was the daughter of John Prentice, minister in 
Lancaster, Mass., from 1700-1748. His daughter Elizabeth mar
ried a Mr. Robbins for her first husband. Her second husband was 
Captain John Curtis, of whom she was the second wife. As Mrs. 
Curtis she was famous as one of the most beautiful and stylish 
women of Worcester. As she rode pillion behind her husband in a 
fine scarlet coat, she attracted much attention. What an attractive 
picture that makes of style and dash! 

Another member of the Curtis family, Miss Elnora W. Curtis, 
was the first Worcester-born woman to receive a Ph.D. This was 
granted by Clark University. 

Another woman of Worcester in the ·early days should be men
tioned at this point, Mrs. Digory .Sargent. When, in 1702, all the 
inhabitants of Worcester were urged to flee because of danger from 
Indians, Digory Sargent, in spite of repeated warnings, refused 
to leave. What do we know about his wife in this matter 1 Well, 
anyway, she stayed with him, to meet, as we know, death from an 
Indian tomahawk somewhere on the Tatnuck hills as the Indians 
were taking her and her children into captivity. Very little to go 
on, you may say, but she must have been a brave and devoted 
woman. 

From Indians and Indian wars let us turn to a woman who wrote 
about them. Probably most of you here were "brought up," as it 
were, on Jane G. Austin's "Standish of Standish," which taught 
us so vividly the history of the Pilgrims. Its author has a connec
tion with Worcester. Mrs. Jane Goodwin, originally named Mary 
Austin, was born here in Worcester on F 'ebruary 25, 1831, the 
daughter of Isaac Goodwin. Her father, a lawyer, an antiquarian, 
and an historian, lived at the time of his daughter's birth, on 
Lincoln Street near the present St. John's Church. Her mother was 
Elizabeth Hammath, a poet, or should I say, poetess. Mr. Goodwin 
died when his daughter was young, and she and her mother moved 
to Boston. Jane was interested in the Pilgrims because of her 
ancestry and because her father owned many records and mementos 
of them. In Boston she began to write when very young, first for 
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her own amusement and then for publication. When she was 19, 
she married Loring Henry Austin. There were three children. 
After her marriage, she lived in Concord, where she knew the 
Emersons, etc. She was a gracious, hospitable woman. Her summers 
were spent in Plymouth. She is best known for her books '' Standish 
of Standish," 1889, "Betty Alden," 1891, "A Nameless Noble
man,'' 1881, '' Dr. LeBaron and His Daughters,'' 1890. Surely, for 
those of us who read and enjoyed her books, it is pleasant to reflect 
that their author was once our fello,v-citizen. 

Another Worcester woman whose books deal with the past is 
Miss Eva March Tappan. Miss Tappan was born in Blackstone, 
Mass., on February 26, 1854, the daughter of Edmund March Tap
pan, a Baptist clergyman, and Lucretia Lodge Tappan. The father 
died when the daughter was six. Miss Tappan graduated from 
Vassar in 1875, received her A.M. in 1895, and a Ph.D. from the 
University of Pennsylvania in 1897. May I ask you to note those 
dates? What an amount of splendid work she must have done to 
receive a Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania in 1897, when 
not very many women received such a degree, two years after her 
A.M. In 1897 she began teaching in the Worcester English High 
School. She retired from teaching about 1902 to devote herself to 
writing. She was an inspiring teacher. Her pupils said of her that 
they did more work for Miss Tappan than for any other teacher, 
but that the work was so interesting that they did not realize that 
they were working. About the time that Miss Tappan retired from 
teaching a rich uncle of hers died. By will he left most of his prop
erty to her. When a cousin was asked if she felt defrauded that the 
uncle's property had not been divided evenly, she said that her 
cousin Eva was such a lovely woman and had worked so hard that 
she deserved it all. What a tribute! Miss Tappan wrote and 
edited many books. Among these I will cite "Charles Lamb, the 
Man and the Author," in 1896; "Ella, a Little Schoolgirl of the 
Sixties,'' 1923, said to be autobiographical. She wrote charmingly 
about cats. Her series of books on life in Saxon and Norman times 
and in the age of chivalry still interest young readers. She edited 
a splendid collection of reading for children called "The Children's 
Hour." She died January 29, 1930. By her will a trust fund was 
made available for the education, at Vassar, of Worcester and 
Worcester County girls, and there is today a group of fine W orces-
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ter girls whose careers at Vassar were made possible by Miss Tap
pan. Probably some of them will be, some day, notable women of 
Worcester and Worcester County. 

Let us turn our attention to another Worcester woman, a college 
graduate and at one time a teacher and later a writer, Mrs. 
Charles F. Marble, Annie Russell Marble. Annie Maria Russell was 
born in Worcester, August 10, 1864, the daughter of Isaiah Dunster 
and Mary Wentworth Russell. ,She graduated from Smith College 
in 1886, received her A.M. in 1895. From 1887-1890 she taught 
mathematics and English in Worcester. Her former pupils consid
ered her the best mathematics teacher in the world. They said that 
anyone and everyone understood geometry when :Miss Russell 
taught it. In 1890 she married Mr. Charles F '. Marble. Two chil
dren were adopted. Mrs. Marble was a lecturer, an editor, a writer. 
Many of us here have been benefited by Mrs. Marble's fine courses 
of lectures. There was always something individual about them. 
In a course on inspirational women, Mrs. Marble had searched for 
the contributions to great work done especially by the sisters of 
great men. I shall never forget the delightful stories of Herschel's 
sister who "minded the heavens for William"; of Mozart's who 
wrote the piece of music especially admired by Queen Victoria 
when the brother played before her; the brother wrote his sister 
that he "reluctantly confessed" to the Queen that his sister, not 
he, wrote the music. Of Mrs. Marble's work as an author I wish 
to mention especially her book on Isaiah Thomas. You all remember, 
I am sure, Mrs. Marble in her beautiful velvet dress giving here in 
our own hall an account of her work on that book. She was tireless 
in verifying details. We are told that she motored far into New 
Hampshire to see a teapot once belonging to Isaiah Thomas that 
her ideas and account of his household surroundings might be clear 
and exact. Mrs. Marble had a social side as well. Worcester people 
will long remember her delightful teas, and the luncheons in the 
big dining-room of her house, built for comfortable entertaining. 

Another Smith College graduate, connected with Worcester, is 
Mrs. Augustus McKinstry Gifford, who, as Fannie Stearns Davis, 
lived on Ashland Street in Worcester, when she was a little girl, 
from 1887 to 1893 while her father was pastor at Union Church. 
She was born in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1884, studied at the New Eng
land Conservatory of Music 1904-1906 ; taught English at Kemper 
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Hall, Kenosha, Wisconsin, 1906-1907. She married Mr. Gifford in 
1914. Her daughter Rebecca, born in 1915, graduated from Smith. 
In her youth Mrs. Gifford looked like a poet. She was tall, graceful, 
red-haired, dreamy-eyed. Her conversation was unusual and inter
esting. Two of her books are '' Myself and I,'' 1913; '' Crack 
Dawn,'' 1915. H er verse is always graceful and musical, and has 
a definite personal note. May I quote a typical poem? 

My soul goes clad in gorgeous things, 
Scarlet and gold and blue. 

And at her shoulder sudden wings 
Like long flames flicker through. 

And she is swallow-fleet, and free 
From mortal bonds and bars. 

She laughs, because eternity 
Blossoms for her with stars ! 

Oh, folk who scorn my stiff gray gown, 
My dull and foolish face, 

Can ye not see my soul flash down, 
A singing flame through space? 

And, folk, whose earth-stained looks I hate, 
Why may I not divine 

Your souls, that must be passionate, 
.Shining and swift as mine? 

As the poet seeks for the unknown in the heart of mankind, so 
the explorer seeks the unknown in the world around us. Worcester's 
most distinguished explorer is Mrs. Fannie Bullock Workman. She 
was born in Worcester January 8, 1859, the daughter of Alexander 
and Elvira (Hazard) Bullock. She died January 22, 1925. She 
was educated in Miss Graham's Finishing School in New York, and 
in Dresden and Paris. On June 16, 1881, she married Dr. William 
Hunter Workman. The Workmans had one daughter, who became 
a geologist. They traveled extensively in Norway, Sweden, and 
Germany, even before 1889 when Dr. Workman resigned his prac
tice, after which they traveled in Europe and Africa for nine years. 
Later they traveled in the Orient, frequently on bicycles. Mrs. 
Workman says in her books, that she had always been attracted to 
mountains, but in 1899 when, with her husband, she made her first 
trip to the Himalayas, she began to give them her special attention. 
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To show how quickly mountains became an enduring interest, we 
have to say that in 1906 Mrs. Workman held the world moun
taineering record for women. She made numerous first ascents, she 
climbed numerous peaks over twenty thousand feet high, she crossed 
and explored glaciers, she discovered watersheds, and mapped pre
viously unsurveyed territory. No wonder she held a mountaineering 
record. She wrote books in collaboration with her husband, such 
as '' Algerian Memories,'' 1895, '' Sketches A wheel in Modern 
Iberian,'' 1897, '' In the Ice World of Himalaya,'' 1900, '' Two Sum
mers in the Ice Wilds of Eastern Karakorian," 1917, etc. Her 
books are of permanent value to geographers, and are illustrated 
with excellent photographs. 

Besides these accomplishments she was an excellent botanist, she 
lectured to learned societies. In France she was made Officier 
d 'Instruction Publique in 1904, and was the first American woman 
to lecture before the Sorbonne. She held the highest medals of ten 
European geographical societies. She was a Fellow of the Royal 
Geographic Society, of the Royal Scottish Geographic Society, a 
member of the Royal Asiatic Society. She was also a student of art, 
literature, and music, especially Wagner. She died in Cannes, and 
her ashes lie buried in Rural Cemetery. 

As for her books I wish to mention especially '' Two Summers in 
the Ice Wilds of Eastern Karakorian.'' This book recounts the 
exploration of nineteen hundred square miles of mountain and gla
cier, the conquest of the Great Rose or Siachen, the world's longest 
non-Polar glacier. The expedition which this book recounts Mrs. 
Workman headed and planned herself, though Dr. Workman went 
along. She says the object of the expedition was to have the glacier 
completely surveyed and its important peaks triangulated, a defi
nite map made with real names. Her account of the planning is 
most interesting-the assembling of supplies, engaging servants, 
guides, etc. After the expedition had started, there are descriptions 
of windstorms and sandstorms, terrific cold, icy streams, etc. The 
photographs of mountains and glaciers are marvelous. Very inter
esting, too, are pictures of Mrs. Workman's indomitable figure in 
short skirt, high boots, hat tied on with a scarf. ·what a record! 
She had to endure criticism and jealousy concerning her achieve
ments, but I fitly close with a quotation from one of her books. 
''I have had what no man or woman can take from me, what is I 
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above all price, the satisfaction of my work, which I have made as 
good as circumstances would admit of, and which, I trust, will 
receive a favorable verdict from those who come after me.'' 

Another woman whose life took her far from Worcester was 
Dorothea Dix. She was born in 1802 in Hampshire, Maine. Her 
ability was inherited from her grandfather, Dr. Elijah Dix, a 
Boston doctor, not from her father who had a feeble character and 
was a religious fanatic. Her first connection with Worcester is that 
she taught school in Worcester when she was 14 years old. · After 
teaching here she started, in Boston, an excellent school £or young 
girls, which specialized in natural science and moral character. 
On March 28, 1841, she took a Sunday School class in the East 
Cambridge House of Correction. To her horror she found insane 
persons were kept in unheated rooms. She spent two years investi
gating conditions. Through good spokesmen an appeal was made to 
the Massachusetts Legislature, and a bill to enlarge the Worcester 
Insane Asylums was carried-her second connection with this city. 
Her work was done by investigation, a wise choice of spokesmen, 
and the influence of the press. A woman with a sweet, low voice, 
a gentle manner, and a quiet dignity, she never appeared in public, 
but through her efforts the legislatures of Massachusetts, Indiana, 
Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missouri, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Alabama, South Carolina, North Carolina, Maryland, improved the 
,care and treatment of the insane; and outside the U. S., she worked 
in Halifax, Scotland, and on the continent of Europe. On June 
10, 1861, she was made Superintendent of Women Nurses in U. S. 
However slight Worcester's connection with her, we should be 
proud that we have any claim to her. 

In a recent magazine I found an interesting item concerning Miss 
Dix. It seems that just before Lincoln's first inauguration Miss 
Dix was a social worker in Baltimore. While calling on a sick 
child in that city she heard the child's father, in the next room, talk
ing with a friend about blowing up the railroad while Lincoln was 
passing through Baltimore on his way to Washington. Her warning 
to the authorities gave them a chance to change Lincoln's route 
so that he reached the capital in safety. 

Another woman of world-wide connections is Clara Barton, born · 
in Oxford, December 25, 1821. She learned about army life from 
her father, who had served under Anthony Wayne in the Indian 
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Wars, and about the care of the sick from nursing her brother 
David for two years. A phrenologist said of her, when consulted, 
" Throw responsibility upon her. As soon as her age will permit, 
give her a school to teach." At 15 years of age she began teaching. 
In Bordentown, N. J., she persuaded the school trustees to give free 
education to all the children of the town by teaching them for 
three months without pay. Later, after a period of nervous exhaus
tion, she was working in the Patent Office, when, in April, 1861, 
the 6th Massachusetts Regiment arrived in Washington after the 
Baltimore Riot. .Aiter Bull Run, distressed by the lack of supplies, 
she advertised in the Worcester Spy for provisions for the wounded. 
She had not forgotten Worcester. She became Superintendent of 
Nurses, but her great work was supplies and distribution. F·or 
four years after the war she directed the search for missing soldiers. 
As you all know, she encountered the work of the International Red 
Cross after the Franco-Prussian War in 1871. .Aiter founding of 
the American Red Cross she was its president for twenty-three 
years. During that time she went personally to scenes of calamities 
in the U. S., Turkey, and to Guba in 1898 to work with the recon
centrados, when she was 79 years old. In 1884, at the International 
Conference of the Red Cross at Geneva, she caused the conference 
to accept the American amendment to enable the Red Cross to work 
on calamities in peacetime. Today, with a world full of calamities 
and wars, we can forget the criticisms of Miss Barton and say of 
her, the country is proud of her, a truly great soul. 

From the great world and its affairs, let us come back to a purely 
local incident, which concerns a notable woman, the first woman to 
receive a salary of $1000 for teaching in a Worcester high school. 
She certainly was notable-to receive such a salary in those far-off 
days. Well, may I say that she was handsome-and stylish. It is 
painful to say this, but the school authorities, men, invited the other 
women high school teachers to a meeting at which the lady with 
the $1000 salary was exhibited as a model to the others. It was sug
gested that the other teachers dress in the same manner. There was 
a pause. Then another woman high school teacher said, '' If you 
will give us $1000 salary, we shall be glad to dress as she does.'' 
There were at least two notable women at that meeting. 

Let us turn from school to art. We have just lost Mrs. Albert C. 
Getchell, one of America's greatest women etchers. Those of us 
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who knew Mrs. Getchell remember her wit, her charm, her lovely 
artistic house, her beautiful garden. Her spirit lived again in the 
Art Museum exhibition of her etchings. Surely, you all recognized 
in them her exquisite taste and appreciation of beauty, as well as 
her artistic ability. 

Two notable sisters are next on my list, Mrs. Alice Morse Earle 
and Frances C. Morse. Alice Morse was born in Worcester, April 
27, 1853. She was educated at the Worcester High .School and Dr. 
Gannett's boarding school in Boston. In 1874 she married Mr. 
Henry Earle of Brooklyn, N. Y. She lived in Brooklyn in the 
winter and in the summer at her father's house in Worcester. She 
was a great traveler. She died in Hempstead, L. I., in 1911, and is 
buried in Worcester. Her death was hastened by her being in the 
wreck of the S.S. Republic in 1908. While escaping from the ship 
she fell into the water just as she was about to step into the life
boat. Because of danger from the sinking ship the lifeboat had to 
leave its station at once, but as she sank in the water, her long hair 
became loosened, and a sailor, grabbing it, pulled her by her hair 
to safety. Her first published writing was in the Youth's Compan
ion on old Sabbath customs as related to her by her grandfather. 
This article was later enlarged for the Atlantic Monthly. Books fol
lowed yearly. She considered her best work '' Two Centuries of 
Costume,'' published in two volumes in 1903. She lectured and 
wrote for magazines as well as publishing books. In her field of 
home life in Colonial days, she is said to have mastered all the avail
able material. We may well be proud of her. 

The other sister, Miss Frances C. Morse, was born in 1855, and 
died in 1933. She was a fine musician as well as an authority on 
old china and other antiques. At one time her collection of china 
was one of the three finest in this country. She had one old plate 
which was the only one of its kind in the world. To be sure, the 
plate was not in perfect condition, to say the least, but its value 
was great nevertheless. An important book by her is '' Furniture 
of Olden Times.'' :Miss Morse had traveled extensively. In her later 
life she became a devoted gardener. When her garden on Chatham 
Street could be improved no more she rented some land near the 
Summit for a garden. In order to protect this garden she organized 
the boys of the neighborhood as a guard. There were no depreda
tions in her garden. A splendid cook, she was fond of entertaining. 
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There may be those in this audience who remember the delectable 
little pumpkin and mince pies that appeared on her dining table, 
beautifully set out with priceless old china and pewter, and with 
flowers from her garden. 

A woman in whose literary work Worcester may make a small 
claim is Miss Isabel Florence H apgood. H er father was a conductor 
on the Boston and Maine Railroad and he made his home here when 
his daughter was young. Miss Hapgood was born in Boston, Mass., 
November, 1850. She was educated in F 'armington, Conn. She did 
important work in translating, especially from the Russian lan
guage. She translated the works of Tolstoy, Gogol, and Turganev. 
Besides this work, she did important translating in Spanish, Italian, 
and French. Her translations from the Russian are given high 
praise in Brooks' "New England: Indian Summer." 

In connection with school Mrs. Milton P . Higgins should be men
tioned. She took the almost non-existent Congress of Mothers and 
Teachers and made it into the present Parent-Teacher Association, 
which every day in every state of the Union helps young America 
to adjust in the difficult new world of school so that he is a better 
citizen in the adult world-certainly a great contribution. 

From literature to politics we now reach Mrs. Winslow Sever 
Lincoln. Mrs. Lincoln, born Nellie Blake Webber, on November 28, 
1858, in Chicago, was the daughter of Lydia McClellan Blake and 
Captain Edwin Blake, a captain in the Civil War. Miss Webber 
came to Worcester to stay with an aunt and uncle. She entered the 
first class of the Worcester State Normal School, but was denied 
a diploma, despite her good marks, because she was too young. After 
a year of successful teaching she was granted her diploma. She met 
her husband while she was teaching in the Thomas Street School. 
She had five children. For many years she successfully ran Willow 
F arm, located where the State Teachers College is now. H er home 
was large, beautiful, and hospitable for her friends and those of 
all her children. Besides all these activities she learned to read and 
speak German after she was forty, and French after she was fifty. 
She is included here because she was the first woman member of the 
Worcester School Committee, serving from January, 1897, when she 
filled out the unexpired t erm of Frank R. Hoyden. She was re
elected, and served until January, 1902. The remarkable point to 
be remembered in this connection is that, at that time, women could 
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be members of the School Committee, but could not vote £or such 
members. Mrs. Lincoln interested herself in health, cleanliness of 
buildings and of children, as well as the usual concerns of the 
schools. To the day of her death Mrs. Lincoln was a beautiful and 
gracious woman. She set a successful and forthright standard for 
other women in politics. 

The next phase of women's activity is medicine. Lincoln's "His
tory of Worcester" tells us that Mrs. M. W. Geralds, wife of S. W. 
Geralds and daughter of Deacon John Foss of New Durham, N. H., 
attended medical lectures in Boston and Worcester. She commenced 
practice at Concord, N. H. She came to Worcester in 1851. In 
1862 Lincoln said she was in successful practice here as a physician 
and midwife. Mrs. B. R. Clark, wife of Joel C. Clark, is the first 
woman in Worcester to have a medical degree. Hers was from the 
Pennsylvania Medical Institute in Philadelphia in 1861. She, like 
Mrs. Geralds, came from New Hampshire. 

Another aspect of medical work is found in hospitals. The first 
woman in Worcester to be head of a hospital was Mother Mary 
Jerome Shubrick. She established the first public hospital in 
Worcester, December 31, 1866. First, however, about her life. 
Mother Jerome was the daughter of Admiral William Branford 
Shubrick (1790-1874), who was born at Bull's Island, S. C. He 
served in the War of 1812, on the Constitution in 1815; in 1859 
he went to Paraguay to obtain reparation for the firing on U.S.S. 
Waterwitch; loyal to the North in the Civil War, he was made Rear 
Admiral in December, 1861. Mother Jerome was a very beautiful 
and popular girl when she became a nun in the Order of the Sisters 
of Mercy. Their hospital called St. Ann's was in the rear of the 
Sisters' house on Shrewsbury and East Worcester Streets. The 
hospital was designed '' to furnish a place where females, otherwise 
unprovided £or, might find a home in time of sickness." It was 
public and non-sectarian. It operated on a mutual benefit plan, 
which sounds very up to date. A woman who desired hospital care 
paid three dollars a year when well. In return she received free 
for one year everything needed in case of sickness-medicine, care, 
hospitalization. The building was 20 by 50 feet in size, of two 
stories, for thirty patients. There were private rooms on the first 
floor and a ward on the second. The nurses were the Superior and 
seven Sisters. The doctor in charge was !Dr. P. B. Huban. Dr. 



280 N O T A B L E W O M E N O F W O R C E S T E R 

Mignault and Dr. T. H. Gage were on the visiting staff. Maj . Mc
Conville furnished all the medicine free for more than a year. The 
first patient was admitted in January, 1867. One of the famous 
cases at this hospital was that of a girl who suffered from, and was 
cured of, hallucinations. Papers concerning this case were read 
before various medical societies. A little more should be said of 
these Sisters. In one year they raised for their work $9,075.00, and 
spent $4,270.32; in other words their hospital did not have a deficit. 
Besides the hospital Mother J erome had an academy in St. Ann's 
Parish, a night school for day-workers. She and the Sisters made, 
in four years, 2008 visits in the homes of the sick and poor. After 
Mother Jerome left Worcester she devoted herself especially to work 
among prisoners. She died in Independence, Iowa. When the 
Worcester City Hospital was opened in 1872, the Sisters' hospital 
was given up as it was no longer needed. 

In addition to medicine the profession of law has not been for
gotten. Stephanie Grant was the first of Worcester's women law
yers. She was educated in the Worcester schools and in Smith 
College, where she graduated in 1903. Besides being the first woman 
lawyer in Worcester, she was one of the first in Massachusetts. In 
1913 she married Mr. Hutcheson Page. There were three sons. She 
now lives in Chappaqua, N. Y. She received her legal training in 
Boston. Miss Grant was a slight woman with brownish hair, very 
gentle and attractive. I am told that her gentle appearance and 
gentle voice often deceived the opposing counsel into thinking that 
she was not a formidable opponent. However, she was a very 
successful lawyer with the r eal pioneering qualities needed as one 
of the first women lawyers in our state. 

The lives of the women mentioned so far are available in works 
of reference. What of the other notable women in Worcester whose 
lives are not in works of reference? There are many, many of them; 
we all know them. They have helped to build Worcester and 
Worcester County, great ladies in their o-wn right. May I mention 
three-Mrs. Henry I. Shue Chin, Miss Mary F elton Sargent, Mrs. 
George Marston Whitin of Whitinsville. Mrs. Chin was born in 
China, she had bound feet, she spoke almost no English; but two of 
her children are Ph.D .s, and four of them are Masters of Arts. 
She encouraged them in their efforts in the world of America, of 
which she saw so little. Three of them are today in Western China, 

I 
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helping with their American training, much of it gained here in 
Worcester, to build the new China from which we hope so much. 
Surely, she was a notable woman. Her daughter teaches at Ginling. 
Miss Mary F. Sargent had a different life from that of Mrs. Chin. 
The daughter of one of Worcester's most famous doctors, she had 
every advantage of American culture and European travel. Her 
fine, old house, once on Court Hill and now on Hammond Street, 
was a center of charm and culture and hospitality. Just to call on 
Miss Sargent was an education. Mrs. George Marston Whitin repre
sents the county. In the town which owes its name to her family, 
she was a rallying point for interest in art and literature and all 
good works. Once in a trolley car filled with workmen from the 
family factory, great anxiety was expressed over the weather on 
the day of the wedding of one of her daughters. Finally, the gloom 
of worry over the weather was permanently lightened when one of 
the men said, ''Don't worry. When Mrs. G. M. plans, the weather 
will be all right.'' The worry stopped. May I say that the weather 
was perfect 1 Three great ladies. When shall we see their like 
again? 

Well, this is the end. I could go on, but I will stop. 
If my choice of notable women of Worcester and Worcester 

County does not please you, pray forgive me. If my assignment of 
space does not please you either, please forgive that, too. I will 
close as I began, with a quotation from Shakespeare. For choices 
and arrangement, I have '' no other but a woman's reason. '' And 
I believe that, considering the subjects, should be enough. 



THE WORCESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
AS A COMlVCTJNITY ACTIVITY 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society by 
Executive Director Captain George I. Cross, April 18, 1941 

First let us look at the beginning of the Society as told by the 
late Ellery B. Crane. He says that as the population of Worcester 
grew, there sprang up a desire for an organization that should give 
opportunity to the citizens of Worcester and its vicinity to engage 
in historical study and research and also to provide a suitable place 
for preserving and placing on exhibition relics of the past, especially 
those bearing on the history of the city and county of Worcester, 
including the people and institutions; preserving for the benefit of 
future generations such books, pamphlets, and documents of every 
description as would furnish an account of and portray the habits, 
life, and character of the people that came to r eclaim this wilderness 
and plant the institutions whence so many benefits are at present 
derived; and to foster and encourage an interest in the history of 
this special locality. 

After a number of conferences of those interested, it was decided 
to proceed to the formation of a society, and pursuant thereto a 
constitution was drafted and adopted. The first regular meeting 
under the constitution was held March 2, 1875, and a group of five 
officers were elected. Meetings were held at the homes of members 
during the next two years, at which times papers were read and dis
cussions on historical subjects indulged in. 

The Society grew with such rapidity that it was deemed advis
able to apply for a charter, and the Honorable Clark Jillson was 
chosen to secure the necessary act , which he did. The corporation 
was organized at the meeting March 6, 1877, with a membership of 
over thirty, which was doubled during the following year. With so 
large a membership it became essential to obtain a permanent meet
ing place and the treasurer succeeded in hiring room 6 in the Bank 
Block on Foster Street. The first meeting held there October 2, 
1877, was a gala affair and over two hundred books, pamphlets, 
and pictures were donated to the Society, among them the folio 
volume of Cicero's Orations in Latin printed in 1472, which is still 
a treasured possession of the Museum. It wa.s at this meeting that 
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Elihu Burritt, '' the learned blacksmith,'' was admitted to member
ship, and the first death of a member, Harvey Dwight Jillson, M.D., 
was reported. 

The growth of the Library kept pace with that of the membership. 
By the end of the year 1879 the librarian reported over thirteen 
hundred bound volumes and more than four thousand pamphlets 
and manuscripts, all of which made necessary the hiring of an 
additional room. In 1883 the Society was able to purchase about 
three thousand volumes of the library of the late Rev. George Allen, 
and in 1885, through the gift of Charlotte Downes, the Library was 
substantially enlarged by the collection of her husband. 

During the life of the Society, there has been no step taken that 
produced more beneficial results than printing and disseminating 
its transactions and literature. Attention was thus called to the 
valuable work being done by the Society, and its publications soon 
found a demand which has continued to this day. Among the early 
tasks assumed was the copying and printing of the inscriptions upon 
the tombstones in the Common and the Mechanic Street Burying 
Grounds, in Worcester. Similar work was done in the burying 
grounds of Lancaster, Lunenburg, Mendon, and Shrewsbury, and 
other county towns. This initial effort awakened interest through
out the community for the preservation of both private and public 
records. Through persistent efforts of the Society and the coopera
tion of friends, it was possible to publish the early records of 
Worcester from the earliest date down to the adoption of the city 
charter in 1848, including the vital records. These were all 
assembled within the covers of the Society's publications, and consti
tute a really fine contribution to the historical record of the whole 
community. 

The observance of the tenth anr;iiversary of the Society was a 
red letter day, Mr. Crane records. The exercises were held in the 
Old South Meeting House on the Common on the 27th of January, 
1885, with an address by the Rev. Carleton A. Staples. A banquet 
followed at the Bay State House, with Alfred S. Roe as toastmaster. 
Shortly after this important event, the Hon. Stephen Salisbury, one 
of Worcester's leading philanthropists, who had been watching the 
growth and conduct of this institution, offered to assist in provid
ing a home for it by providing a lot of land on which to erect a 
building and a certain sum of money toward a building fund. As 
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a result of Mr. Salisbury's munificence and the efforts of its mem
bers and friends the Society came into the possession of its present 
valuable property and building at 39 Salisbury Street, together 
with its valuable collection of bound volumes and manuscripts and 
an interesting museum of relics. 

It has been said that if a group of Americans were to be dropped 
on a desert island the first thing they would do would be to organ
ize, to set up a frame of government. This inherent tendency is 
evident all about us in the great number of societies found in this 
and other cities and towns of our country. The bonds which unite 
these varied groups may be fraternal, religious, military, social, 
civic, or aesthetic. They may desire to advance the rights or privi
leges of certain groups, to unite for mutual aid or protection, to 
cultivate the love of the beautiful in art or music, or to inculcate the 
high ideals of American citizenship. An examination of the objects 
of these many societies will show for the most part that their 
appeal is to a comparatively small group and for certain limited 
purposes. Of course, some of them, few in number, have a wider 
appeal, interests so varied that they draw on groups of divergent 
activities and wide social and cultural backgrounds. We believe that 
this Society is outstanding, if not unique, in this latter category, 
in the city and county of Worcester. 

To paraphrase a well-known speech, let us say that all of you 
know some of our activities, some of you know all of our activities, 
but all of you do not know all of our activities. So it was thought 
that this would be a good time to discuss with you the things 
which go on in this Society of yours and to acquaint you perhaps 
with some of our daily activities, many of which are not so appar
ent to the casual visitor. Nevertheless the scope of this paper must 
limit us to the mention of certain things rather than the discussion 
of them. 

We learn that the general purpose of this Society is ' ' To gather, 
preserve and to make useful to the public, historical material of all 
sorts, especially that relating to Worcester County. It also aims to 
stimulate interest in historical studies; to create sentiment for the 
preservation of historic landmarks and to cooperate with other insti
tutions in all efforts to these ends.'' Let us consider these functions 
briefly. 

We gather historical material. Many of the gifts to the Society 
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come to us unsolicited, and, as you know, they vary in value and 
interest. But frequently we are asked to visit a home to determine 
the desirability of certain objects for our purposes. For instance, 
this week we were called on to examine an old Parsee headdress, 
heavily encrusted with silver, and purchased in Bombay about 1890. 
Of course we accepted it because it fits well into our collection of 
woven materials, as well as for its intrinsic beauty. Then one eve
ning we were called on to take some Godey 's prints to a home 
so that a certain old costume of the 1860 's could be properly 
trimmed in the manner of the time. In this same house we were 
shown a collection, small but choice, of Sandwich glass and of 
hobnail pitchers, all promised to this Society when the present 
owner shall have ceased to enjoy them longer. 

We know of a lovely crystal chandelier which we hope one day 
will adorn our front vestibule. There is a fine old sixteenth century 
carved oak chest from England in another home, and in a third 
house a set of priceless antique china. A certain cellar has a bed 
from the southland, frequently used by George Washington. These 
and other historical relics we have reached for, not too insistently, 
but with hopes that they will find a final resting place in our 
Museum. We do not seek large collections because of lack of space, 
but we have been promised certain choice pieces from local units 
which will add greatly to the beauty of our Museum. The gathering 
of our material is not a passive acceptance of unsolicited gifts. 

To preserve and make useful to the public historical material of 
all sorts is no small task, especially in the limited space now avail
able. However, each gift is entered, catalogued and either filed away 
or placed on display, in which case it is properly labeled. (In times 
of stress the office frequently looks like a junk shop and a special 
effort is necessary to get things cleared out.) The preservation of 
the Museum material is a constant care. Periodically all leather 
goods must be treated with neat's-foot oil, and, to prevent dry rot, 
all wooden articles have to be similarly cared for. Then, too, there 
is endless need for minor repairs to the numberless objects which, 
despite our best efforts, youngsters will handle. 

Interest in historical studies is stimulated in a variety of ways. 
First, we are a source of local historical material and lore. This ma
terial is in frequent demand by students of our institutions of 
learning. We gladly aid them, and in return ask that we be fur-
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nished a copy of their finished work for our own historical file. 
It may be only a small article by a high school student for the school 
paper or it may run to a two-hundred-page thesis for a Ph.D. 
degree. In either case, we are building up a rich file of material 
which it is hoped will in time become a source of rare value. Then, 
too, there is some demand on the part of collectors and hobbyists 
for information about certain items found in our Museum of the 
type which interests them in particular. This frequently leads to 
correspondence to our mutual advantage and later to visits to our 
Society. Our own stimulus in historical studies comes from the 
youngsters who visit us here and who are full of questions which 
even we cannot always answer. 

Let us look at some of the questions which we have been asked 
during the past winter, bearing in mind that the youngsters who 
ask them, while lacking in age and experience, are filled with 
curiosity. Do you know all of the answers? 

Did Worcester ever have a curfew? 
How were the Colonial flintlock muskets bored? 
What is that monument in Institute Park for? 
For what purpose was the Bancroft Tower built? 
What are fluid oil lamps? 
What is a sewing bird? 
We want to see a peg lamp. 
Did Indians weave different kinds of baskets? 
How many animals give us wool for clothing 1 
Were the Hessians, in Rutland, prisoners from Bennington or 

Saratoga Convention troops 1 
What is the history of the monument on the Common? 
Do you know what a "lazy squaw" stitch is? 
What is the story of the city of Worcester seal? 

These are a few of the questions which might lead to considerable 
research. Then, too, as children hunt for various objects in the 
Museum we find that they do not usually know what is meant by a 
sap yoke, ai kaleidoscope, a technicon, a black walnut whatnot, 
bleeding knives, a Sheraton secretary, molding planes, a fl.int and 
steel, a rosewood writing desk, a chevaux-de-frise, a bannock board, 
a Hessian's helmet, a sand shaker. 

Oddly enough some of the older visitors are not wholly acquainted 
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with all of these things. So the dissemination of historical knowl
edge is one of the regular and constant functions of the Society. 

Our visitors follow somewhat the usual pattern. There is the old 
resident who has been passing by for twenty years and has never 
yet seen the Museum. The newcomer to the city is our most inter
ested visitor. Youngsters in increasing numbers become acquainted 
with the joys of the treasure hunt and come again and again with 
new friends whom they delight in showing about. 

In addition to the casual visitors, there are the numerous organi
zations which have visited our Museum in the past year and have 
shown keen interest and appreciation of our treasures. 

Also, some twelve hundred school children of the seventh and 
eighth grades have come with their teachers and have had, as a 
result of the preliminary talks and treasure hunts, not only their 
historic interests quickened but also their civic pride in this city 
in which they live. These school children who came perhaps the 
first time under compulsion, have, of their own free will and pleas
ure, returned again and again to visit the Museum and to enjoy 
the relics on display there. 

Because of the high interest we feel in these classes let us consider 
them a moment. We discuss Worcester, its size, physical characteris
tics, cultural advantages, and then learn that it is a heterogeneous city. 
We find that over twenty-five different nationalities or blood streams 
here begin to be woven into one great pattern which we call Ameri
can. We can show from members of the class itself, blue-eyed blondes 
from northern climes, red-headed, freckled Celts from Bonnie Scot
land and the Emerald Isle, and brunettes whose origins extend from 
the Pillars of Hercules to the Caspian Sea. And they know that 
they are friends, chums, comrades. And they know, too, that across 
the sea in the lands of their origins there is hatred and strife, and 
has been for centuries. The first lesson we impress on them then is 
the folly of hatred, the greatness of the simple lesson '' Love thy 
neighbor as thyself.'' We then learn that Worcester is a manu
facturing city and that here a great variety of articles are made, 
and we attempt to name them. To make these many things requires 
intelligent operatives, men like their own fathers and brothers, 
through whose efforts they are clothed and fed and sheltered. This 
mechanical intelligence in this community has produced the many 
great and important inventions of which we speak and examples of 
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which we have on display in the Museum. Thus their gratitude 
and civic pride are stimulated. Finally they are asked how they 
can make their class better, and from their own lips learn that it is 
possible by each one making himself a better citizen; and that the 
place for that effort is here, and the time is now. Thus the school, 
the city, the state, the country is made a finer place by their indi
vidual efforts. If any of them, if some of them, learn that the two 
lessons of love thy neighbor and eternal vigilance are the price of 
Liberty, then we feel that we have done something to make the 
Worcester Historical Society worthy as a community activity. 



SOME LITTLE-KNOWN ANECDOTES FROM 
THE BRADFORD MANUSCRIPT 

An abstract of the talk given before the Worcester Historical 
Society on February 14, 1941, by George W . Howland 

Unless otherwise noted the facts are from Bradford's "History 
of P lymouth Plantation'' printed · under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, 1928. 

PILGRIM FA TRERS 

1. BACKGROUND 20. THE PURCHASE 

2. WHY THEY CAME 21. PILGRIM DEBITS 

3. PATENTS HELD 22. FUR SHIPMENTS 

4. EXPEDITION FINAJ.'<CED 23. INTEREST RATES 

5. MERCHANT ADVENTURERS 24. OCCUPATIONS IN HOLLAND 

6. THE CONTRACT 25. AGENTS FOR THE PILGRIMS 

7. THE POUND STERLING 26. THEIR INDIAN FRIENDS 

8. A CONTRAST WITH "BAY" 27. THE OLD COMERS 

9. WHO THEY WERE 28. CATTLE AND HORSES 

10. THEIR NUMBERS 29. THEIR DOCTOR 

11. THE COMPACT 30. THEIR GOVERNORS 

12. THE LEADERS 31. EARLY MARRIAGES 

13. DUTCH INHERITANCE 32. CALENDAR NOTES 

14. UNKNOWN TO THE PILGRIMS 33. NATURAL PHENOMENA 

15. THE GREAT INFECTION 34. SAILORS 

16. THE FUR TRADE 35. THE SHIP ''MAYFLOWER'' 

17. BEAVER DATA 36. THEIR AGES AT DEATH 

18. THEIR TRADING POSTS 37. WHERE THEY REST 

19. LAND HOLDINGS 38. THE LAST SURVIVORS 

1. 
BACKGROUND 

1492-1620 

Source : Histories in General 

An age of exploration and settlement in the Western Hemisphere. 
Spain and Portugal on the '' way out'' as world powers. 
Holland, France, and England on the '' way in. '' 
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All Europe was in an almost continual state of war. 
About the time of the Pilgrim Fathers and for a half century 

before, the Dutch were the '' Rulers of the Seas. '' 

Form of Government 
All of Europe was under monarchical rule. 
Only Holland and England had anything approaching a demo

cratic form. 
Holland was far ahead of England in this. Holland had in 1620 

a written constitution, the written ballot, compulsory recording 
of deeds and mortgages, land widely distributed by inheritance, 
an independent judiciary, a free press, free schools, hospitals, 
separation of Church and State. 

2. 
WHY THEY CAME 

Bradford gives these reasons: 

1. The hard life they had to lead. 
2. Old age coming on, so now or never for the leaders at least. 
3. Their children were in danger of becoming Dutch, and also the 

hard life was aging them before their time. 
4. To spread the Gospel. 

This writer believes that the following must have been m their 
minds: 

a. A chance to own land-not rent it. 
b. Freedom from barbarous laws. 
c. An opportunity to found a free government. 
d. Freedom to worship God in their own way. 

3. 
PATENTS HELD 

1. From the Virginia Company-taken in the name of a friend, 
Mr. John Wincob. It was never used as they did not land in the 
territory held by the Virginia Company. 

2. A second from the same company taken in the name of a friend 
(supposedly), John Peirce. 

3. A third taken out by the same person, but worded so that the 
second was void. He planned to make the Pilgrims his tenants. 
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So the Merchant Adventurers who financed the Pilgrims had to 
buy him off at a cost of at least $10,000 in money of today-1941. 

4. Taken in the name of William Bradford, his heirs and assigns, 
but intended to be in trust for the Colony as a whole. At the 
request of the Court (Legislature) of the Colony he freely r e
linquished all his claims for himself and for his heirs. ( Some 
small pieces of land were kept by him. Date 1640.) 

Plymouth never had a charter. 

4. 
How THE EXPEDITION WAS F rnANCED 

1. A group of merchants, headed by Thomas Weston from London 
and vicinity, numbering about 72 furnished the most of the 
money. 

2. The Pilgrims themselves sold their all and raised about 1200 
pounds sterling. This would be a value of $24,000 in 1941. 

3. Bradford nowhere states the cost of the expedition, but Captain 
John Smith says he believes it was about 7,000 pounds sterling, 
or $140,000. (Several reliable writers agree that Smith was in 
a position to give a good estimate.) 

5. 
THE MERCH ANT ADVENTURERS 

From little items in Bradford we know that the investments by 
these 72 merchants ran from 500 pounds to 10 pounds sterling each. 

They never sent a pound of foo'd to support the Colony. 
No supplies were ever furnished for which the Pilgrims did not 

pay ; and the money that was loaned them to make the payments 
was at from 30 to 50 per cent interest . 

In 1625 about one-half of the merchants deserted them ent irely, 
because the Pilgrims sent home a profligate minister they sent them. 

6. 
THE CONTRACT 

Between the Merchant Adventurers and the Pilgrims 

The main points were : 
It was to run for seven years. 
All profits were to be held in a c.ommon stock. 
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All supplies were to be so held. 
The planters (the Pilgrims) were to have no time that was their 

own. 
At the end of the seven years all was to be divided equally be

tween the merchants and the planters. 
Due to a quarrel with Weston, who was the only merchant who 

came to see them off, they left England without signing the con
tract. It was signed one year later. 

7. 

THE POUND STERLING 

From information which the writer received from the Treasury 
Department of the United States Government in 1937, from Fred
erick Haskins, columnist for the Worcester Telegram-Gazette, and 
from Edward Arber, a member of the British Parliament who wrote 
about the Pilgrims in 1898, it is apparent that pounds sterling must 
be multiplied by 20 to give their value in money of 1941. For 
example, the purchase of Peirce's second patent cost 500 pounds, 
or $10,000. 

The pound sterling wa:s not a coin-it was money of account, that 
is, for bookkeeping purposes. 

8. 

AN INTERESTING C'ONTRAST 

1620-The Pilgrims came in one ship and the investment was 7,000 
pounds or $140,000. 

1629-30--The Bay people came in seventeen ships and the invest
ment was 192,000 pounds or about $4,000,000. 

9. 
WHO WERE THE PILGRIMS? 

The principal fact to bear in mind is that they were not all refu
gees who had lived in Holland. Even from Bradford, and certainly 
from other good sources, it is certain that a large group were from 
London and other parts of England. The writer believes that this 
group may have been one-third or even a half. It is equally certain 
that the leaders were from Leyden. 



THE BRADF ORD MANUSCRIPT 293 

10. 

THEIR NUMBERS-102 LEFT ENGLAND 

William Butten, a youth, a servant of Samuel Fuller, died just 
before land was sighted. His was the only death at sea. 

Oceanus Hopkins was born at sea. 
Peregrine White was born at Cape Cod Harbor (Provincetown) . 
It is generally accepted that Dorothy Bradford was drowned in 

Cape Cod Harbor. There is some evidence that three others died 
there. 

When the ship returned to England there were only 52 living. 
After sifting all the evidence the writer believes that there were 
4 women (certain), 22 men ( almost certain), and 26 children. 

The adults averaged about 35 years of age. 

11. 

THE COMPACT 

Bradford states that "a combination was made by them before 
they came ashore"; occasioned partly "by ye discontented and 
mutinous speeches that some of the strangers amoDt,o-st them had let 
fall from them in ye ship''; and partly '' that shuch an acte by them 
done (this their condition being considered) might be as firme as 
any patent, and in some respects more sure.'' 

Bradford's ''History'' does not give the signers but from other 
sure sources we know the 41 names. Those who did not sign were 
about 10 men, who were servants, 18 women, 24 girls, and 11 boys. 

In the Compact they state that they are the loyal subjects of 
King James. 

12. 
THE LEADERS OF THE PILGRIMS 

John Carver, their first governor. 
William Brewster, their elder. 
William Bradford, their second governor and the historian of the 

Colony. 
Myles Standish, their military leader. 
Edward Winslow, often governor, and most able representative of 

the Pilgrims before the Council for New England. 
Christopher Martin, treasurer. 
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Isaac Allerton, their agent to England and a merchant, at times the 
most wealthy man among them. 

All except Martin were from Leyden. 

13. 

OUR DUTCH INHERITANCE THROUGH THE PILGRIMS 

A written constitution, the written ballot, recording of deeds and 
mortgages, land inheritance, independent judiciary, free press, free 
and common schools, prisons as workshops ( contrasted with Eng
land's "sinks of iniquity"), hospitals, separation of church and 
state, health laws, peace. 

14. 

UNKNOWN TO THE PILGRIMS 

The circulation of the blood, Newton's laws of gravitation, ther
mometer, barometer, telescope, clocks, daily papers and magazines, 
street lights, kerosene, gas, petroleum, electricity, steam engine, 
machine weaving, photography, telephone, telegraph, ocean cables, 
steamships, postage stamps, movies, radio, and thousands of other 
things. 

15. 
THE GREAT INFECTION 

So named by Gov. Bradford, though what it really was is unknown. 

In the first three or four months fallowing the landing at Plym
outh 47 Pilgrims and about 12 of the ship's crew died. 

It may be a fair statement to say that 22 men, 4 women, and 26 
children survived. 

16. 

FUR TRADE 

Very largely beaver with a few otter and scattering 
skins of fox and minks. 

The Merchant Adventurers had expected the Pilgrims to repay 
their debts to them through fishing, but it turned out that they 
never repaid anything by fishing, but repaid all their debts by their 
fur trading. 
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17. 

BEAVER DATA 

35-70 pounds. 
Skin-36-38 inches long, 24-28 inches wide. 
Fur-¾ inch thic~, chestnut brown in color. 
A skin weighs about 1 pound. 
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One skin was worth-in 1620-1640, $20; in 1941, Worcester, $70. 
Used for hats in England in 1620-1640. 
A beaver has 2 to 6 young in a litter. 
At first the Pilgrims paid the Indians 1 pint of corn for 1 beaver 

skin. Later considerably more. 

18. 
THEIR TRADING POSTS 

The Pilgrims had four fur trading posts: Manamet Post (now 
Bourne on the Cape Cod Canal), Kennebec Post (near the present 
Augusta, Maline), Penobscot Post ( on the Penobscot River in 
Maine), Connecticut Post ( on the Connecticut River just above the 
present Hartford, Conn.) . 

The Kennebec Post was the most successful. 

19. 
LAND HOLDINGS 

By the contract with the Adventurers everything, including the 
land, was held in common at first. 

In 1623 a parcel was: given each family or group for present use 
but not for inheritance. 

In 1624 an acre was given to each person for continuance. 
In 1627, 20 acres were given to each person for continuance. 
In 1640 Gov. Bradford surrendered his patent to the General 

Court of Plymouth. Then land began to be held for inheritance. 
The assigning of land for continuance was made for the purpose 

of increasing the corn crop, both for subsistence and trade. Very 
successful. 

20. 
THE So-CALLED PURCHASE 

In 1627 a composition was made with the Merchant Adventurers 
by which 7 Pilgrims and 4 of the Adventurers ( especially friendly 
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towards the Pilgrims) assumed all the debts of the colony ( 2400 
pounds sterling or $48,000) in return for the absolute control of the 
Colony's fur trade for 6 years. 

By thus getting out from under the control of the Merchant Ad
venturers they were able to bring over many of their friends in 
Leyden. 

21. 
DEBITS 

1621 Ship Fortune with their first return captured by 
French in English Channel-Loss . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,000 

1621 Forced purchase of Peirce patent-Cost . . . . . . . . 10,000 
1621 Thomas Weston given beaver worth . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,000 
1624 Pinass Little James, repairs on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 
1625 Turks capture a shipment of furs in English Channel 17,000 
1629 Transportation of Leyden friends . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23,000 
1631 French rob Penobscot trading post . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 
1632 Fur shipment lost off Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17,000 
1632 Ships, White Angel and Friendship, unfairly 

charged to them . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75,000 
1635 French capture Penobscot post . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,000 
1638 Beaver and money to 2 English partners though 

legally not needed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51,000 

$229,000 
22. 

FUR SHIPMENTS 

Gov. Bradford says that the Pilgrims shipped to England from 
1631-1636 12,530 pounds weight of beaver skins and 1,156 otter 
skins. 

The beaver was sold for 10,000 pounds sterling ($200,000) and 
the otter skins sold for enough to pay all the charges. 

'' So their debts were all paid with interest.'' 

23. 
INTEREST 

The Merehant Adventurers furnished the Pilgrims with no sup
plies after they left England for which the Pilgrims did not pay 
cash. 
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To get this cash the Pilgrims had to borrow. The rate of interest 
they were charged (and paid) ran from 30 per cent to 50 per cent 
per year. 

Bradford says such rates kept them low. The common interest 
rate for money used in England was 6 per cent to 8 per cent. 

24. 
OCCUPATIONS OF THE PILGRIMS WHILE IN HOLLAND 

William Brewster Printer 
Edward Winslow Printer 
Isaac Allerton Tailor 
William White Wool Carder 
Robert Cushman 
Richard Mastersom 
Samuel Fuller 
William Bradford 

Wool Carder (not on the Mayflower) 
Wool Carder ( came about 1625) 
Say Maker ( silk worker) 
Fustian Maker ( corduroy, moleskin, 

and velveteen) 

25. 
AGENTS FOR THE PILGRIMS 

To contract with the Merchant Adventurers: 
John Carver and Robert Cushman with others unnamed by 
Bradford. 

To represent the London group and those from other parts of 
England: 

Christopher Martin ( he was also treasurer) . 
From Plymouth to England: 

Isaac Allerton 
Edward Winslow 
Capt. Myles Standish 

In England: 
James Sherley, one of the most active of the Merchant Adven
turers. 

26. 
INDIAN FRIENDS 

Samoset-Their first Indian visitor. 
Massasoit-Chief of the Indian tribe that had headquarters at Mt. 

Hope in the present Rhode Island. A treaty between him and 
the Pilgrims was kept for 50 years. 
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Tisquantum or Squanto-Lived at Plymouth and served them as 
guide until he died in 1622 at Manamoyack Bay (Chatham). 

H obbaniock--Lived at Plymouth and served as guide. 
Note: The Indian tribe which had inhabited Plymouth had been 

exterminated by a plague in 1617. 

27. 

OLD COMERS 

Those who came in the Mayflower, 1620, the Fortune, 1621, and 
the Anne and Little J,a.mes, 1623, were called the Old Comers. 

In the Mayflower were 102 persons. 
In the Fortune were 34 men and the Widow F·ord, who bore a 

son the night she landed. 
In the Anne and Little James about 60 persons for the ''general'' 

and another group who came on their "perticular" (number not 
given). 

28. 

CATTLE AND HORSES 

In 1624 Edward Winslow brought over 3 heifers and a bull on the 
ship Charity. These were the first neat cattle in New England. So 
no milk for the first four years. 

A horse is first ·mentioned in 1632 as belonging to Gov. Bradford. 
Two dogs very probably came on the Mayflower and possibly 

poultry and swine, though Bradford does not directly say so. 

29. 

DOCTOR 

Their doctor, Samuel Fuller, died in 1633 and Bradford mentions 
no other. 

30. 

GOVERNORS 

During the first 48 years of the Plymouth Colony there were only 
four men who served as governor: 
John Carver-I year ( the first) . 
William Bradford-31 years ( not all consecutive). 
Edward Winslow-3 years. 
Thomas Prence-13 years. 
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31. 
MAruuAGES 

For many years they were few, as there were few women. The 
first was between the Widow Susanna White and the Widower 
Edward Winslow in May, 1621. It was a civil service-they had 
no minister-it was a Dutch custom and Winslow had been so 
married in Holland at his first marriage. 

32. 
CALENDAR NOTES 

When the Pilgrims came the New Year began March 25. 
Also, the calendar was 10 days behind the sun time, so that later 

when the 10 days were added, the dates for some time were given 
thus, for example, October 8/18/. 

33. 
NATURE 

The PilgriIIlS experienced a hurricane exactly like the one New 
England had in 1938. Theirs was in 1635. 

In 1638 they had a severe earthquake. 

34. 
SAILORS 

Bradford says there were no sailors among them, so landlubbers 
made the trips to the trading posts at Kennebec, Penobscot, and 
Connecticut. Yet they never had a wreck. 

35. 
THE "MAYFLOWER" 

Bradford nowhere in his history mentions the Mayflower, for he 
always speaks of it as the Ship. We get the name from the writings 
of Edward Winslow. 

36. 
AGES AT DEATH OF THE "MAYFLOWER" PASSENGERS 

In spite of the fact that they had no hospitals, no doctors ( except 
Dr. Fuller for 13 years), no trained nurses, and no drugstores, the 
following data are very nearly accurate: 

33 lived to be over 70 years of age. 
10 lived to be over 80 years of age. 

3 lived to be over 90 years of age. 
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So nearly all of the 52 who survived the first winter lived to a 
ripe old age. 

37. 

w HERE THEY REST 

In 16 different places at least. 

63 at Plymouth. 
7 at Duxbury. 
7 in England. 
3 in the sea. 
3 in Yarmouth, Cape God. 
3 in Provincetown, Cape Cod. 
2 in Eastham, Cape Cod. 
2 in Salem, Mass. 
2 in Marshfield, Mass. 
1 in the Bahamas. 
1 in Middleborough, Mass. 
1 in Boston, Mass. (Mary Chilton) . 
1 in Scituate, Mass. 
1 in Dartmouth, Mass. 
1 in Barnstable, Mass. ( Cape Cod). 
1 in New Haven, Conn. (Isaac Allerton). 

38. 

LAST SURVIVORS 

Mary Allerton was the last survivor who crossed the ocean in the 
ship Mayflower. Died in 1688. 

Peregrine White, who was the first white child born in New Eng
land (in Cape Cod Harbor-now Provincetown) died in 1704. 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
OF THE SOCIETY 

In a society such as ours where the work does not have great 
variety and where our place in the community is fairly stabilized, 
an annual report is likely to become a cut and dried affair of statis
tics which vary little each year. 

However an examination of this year's figures shows an oddity 
here and there, and at the suggestion of the president of the Society, 
we shall tell you why they occur. 

You should know that the staff continues its regular work loyally, 
faithfully, and harmoniously. In this we have the support of the 
President whose weekly visits are both entertaining and informa
tive. His knowledge of local history and genealogy is unrivaled and 
a source of constant wonder to us, and a great help at all times. 

During the past year the Museum has been enriched by the dona
tion of 133 items from 38 donors. These gifts vary from Victorian 
furniture to antique dolls with an occasional oddity such as the 
technicon, which still causes wonderment and surprise. Even boy 
visitors feel interested enough to contribute such things as an early 
type automobile lamp or an old game of jackstraws. 

We have had 3625 visitors this season, an increase of about one 
thousand over previous years. The increase is due in part to student 
groups from the grade schools. From 30 different schools we have 
had 43 groups of children numbering 1328. They receive and par
ticipate in a talk about Worcester and its glories, where, we hope, 
they learn that our varied blood streams unite to flow into one 
harmonious river of Americanism. Then they are impressed with 
the fact that they may raise the level of our city, our state, our 
country, by making themselves better citizens here and now. In the 
Museum they indulge in a prepared treasure hunt, and to judge 
from the letters they write us, they enjoyed their visit to the 
Worcester Historical Society. Other groups come from Scout troops 
usually with a definite project in view. Parent-Teacher groups from 
nearby towns visit us in the evening. Their interest is general and 
social. An occasional Confirmation class requests a visiting date. 
They are our nicest groups, those from Jewish classes being rather 
more mature than the Christian ones. In both cases their visits are 
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stimulating and inspiring and lead us to have faith in the future 
of the country. 

The Library grows constantly. Since the last report we have 
received 225 different gifts from 79 donors. As you know the func
tion of the Library is specific rather than general. We should deal 
in Worcester material, Worcester imprints, and the works of 
Worcester authors. Local genealogy and history of county com
munities, too, find place on our shelves. Then we find growing 
demand for books on specific subjects pertaining to our historical 
past, such as period furniture, costumes, china, old glass, Indian 
artifacts, etc., all of which we are called upon to consult in answer 
to the increasing demands of the public. We are happy to report at 
this time that we have finally had our Library put on the approved 
list for a WPA project, under which it will be newly catalogued and 
reclassified. This work will be of great value to us. 

How does a visit to this Society interest the varied groups we are 
called upon to serve1 We find that whether it be a Confirmation 
class, a Scout troop, a bevy of girls or just a gang of boys, each 
group has different stimuli or curiosities and we seek to find what 
it is. Let us consider a few possibilities. One group of young ladies 
had their curiosity stimulated by the sight of a card of lucifer 
matches, the common match of our childhood. So I suggested that 
they consider lighting as a subject of research. So from the torch of 
a Cro-Magnon cave dweller they tried to trace the progress of home 
lighting from his cave to the modern Mazda lamp. We have on 
exhibit an ancient Hebrew-type lamp such as was used in the 
temples of Palestine of old, another small stone lamp from Pompeii; 
there are Betty lamps, flints and steel, early colonial lanterns, 
candles and candle molds, fluid oil lamps, kerosene lamps, a gas 
j et, and finally electric lamps of varied vintage. Consider the his
torical backgrounds these girls touched upon: primeval man, Solo
mon and the kingdom of Israel, Vesuvius and the lost cities of 
Pompeii and Herculaneum, the Mediterranean littoral and its de
pendence on olive oil, the northern European forests with their long 
dark winters and the necessity of developing a long burning wax: 
or fat candle, our own national growth encompassing the whole 
range of lighting development in our short national life. The very 
name ''Mazda,'' from the Zoroastrian god of light, Ahura Mazda, 
led one girl to look up Zoroastrianism and learn something of this 
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great teacher and the only surviving sect of his faith, the Parsees of 
Bombay, India. Then she was pleased to be shown a Parsee head
dress from our collection. 

Or consider the group who wanted to know about a string of 
carded wool. They were asked to name the animals which give us 
wool for clothing. Of course they came back promptly with sheep 
and goat. After some digging we elicited camel and llama and 
eventually yak. But alpaca, guanaco and vicuna they had to learn 
and then the habitats of all of them. This led to the work of the 
loom and they were able to spin a little, learning at the same time 
the use of warp and weft and batten and shuttle-in short, the 
weaving process. The next step led them to consider cotton and 
linen and their various uses and origins. ,So that we hope that a 
piece of cloth will never mean to them just a piece of cloth again, 
but a bit of fabric with an interesting background in time and space. 

Fletcher Smith and his chums were examining the old cooper 
shop. So it was suggested that many years ago, before men bore a 
family name, their trade might identify them, thus Tom the 
Cooper became Thomas Cooper and Bill the Weaver became Wil
liam Weaver. Then I requested at least twenty-five family trade 
names and was surprised that Fletcher Smith did not realize that 
he bore two of them. Indeed he had no idea the fletcher ( F 'rench 
fl,echeur) had originally been an arrowmaker and that ancient smith 
Tubal Cain might have sired him, long, long ago. To my surprise, 
however, this particular group came back with a list containing fifty 
family names. I regret to say though that it was padded with such 
names as Steele, Stone, and Lyons among others. The main thing 
was that they had become interested and stimulated to think and 
had had an enjoyable time with us. 

A few things have been mentioned. But the Museum is full of 
objects with interesting backgrounds, if you but consider them. A 
chip from the Constitution, General Burgoyne's Proclamation, a 
group of teasels, a Jacobean chest, a bleeding knife, a moustache 
cup, any of th_e thousands of objects on view can start a train of 
thought or research resulting in much pleasure and not a little 
knowledge. 

We have been trying to tell you that this Museum, this institution, 
is not a quiet and tranquil but rather a busy and interesting place 
where we know it is fun and hope that our guests feel the same 
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way. The fun, the enjoyment are but the sugar coating to those 
deeper lessons of civic pride and citizenship which we constantly 
strive to inculcate, and which we want you, our members, to know 
and realize and to feel that this work is well worthy of your con
tinued support and encouragement. 



REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

To the Members of the Worcester Historical Society: 

The Treasurer respectfully submits his report as of May 31, 1941. 
The year 1941 again shows a small loss. The loss for this year is 

$91.41; expenses for the year amounting to $2,674.41 and the income 
$2,583.00. 

Investment income this past year amounted to $1,800.50 compared 
with $1,858.32 for the preceding year. Membership dues have 
steadily been growing less; this year amounting to only $681.00 
against $903.00 the preceding year and $840.00 for the year 1938-
1939. Operating expenses amounted to $2,674.41 compared to 
$3,280.02 last year. 

The customary check for $100 was given to us by the Hester N. 
Wetherell Estate and was gratefully received. 

Respectfully submitted, 

DWIGHT s. PIERCE, 

Treasurer 
June 9, 1941 



REPORT OF THE PRE.SIDENT 

This brief summary of the activities of the Worcester Historical 
Society during the past year covers many matters that would regu
larly appear in the report of the Secretary. 

In accordance with the custom of recent years, the first meeting 
of the season was held in conjunction with that of the Worcester 
County Historical Society, Saturday, October fifth, the objective 
of the joint meeting being "Quinebaug Village" in Sturbridge. 
Here the Messrs. Albert B. Wells and J. Cheney Wells have under
taken to reproduce early phases of Ameri<ian, especially New Eng
land, life showing what our ancestors did, where they lived, how 
they supported themselves-in short, the important phases of their 
simple and primitive life. Central in interest in '' Quinebaug Vil
lage" was the great Gebhard barn, brought bodily from New York 
State, and set up here just as it stood in its former location, where 
it was built some two hundred years ago. This barn was the 
scene of the formal gathering of the day, at which interesting lan
tern slides were shown, and brief descriptive addresses were given 
by Mr. Albert Wells. 

Other interesting buildings in the settlement were the ancient 
Fitch house, brought from Willimantic, Conn., and a saw-and-grist
mill in actual operation, that is, the gristmill part. Power for the 
stones was supplied by an overshot wheel fed by a small stream run
ning through a sluiceway from a mill pond. This mill pond was 
itself formed by damming a small brook some distance away. Meal 
was produced in this gristmill, and many of the visitors purchased 
small bags of this product. 

After the visit to, and inspection of, '' Quinebaug Village,'' lunch 
being enjoyed there, Sturbridge Common was inspected, the Publick 
House, former home of Colonel Ebenezer Crafts, founder of Leices
ter Academy, in 1784, being pointed out. The final objective of the 
pilgrimage was the Wells Museum, in Southbridge, containing a 
remarkable collection of tools, articles of household use, etc., shed
ding light on the methods of domestic and industrial life in early 
New England. 

The second meeting of the season, also in accordance with the 
custom of several years past, was a Colonial Dinner, served in 
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Wesley Methodist Episcopal Church P arish House by a group of 
ladies of the church. The date was Friday, November eighth. Some 
thirty members and friends were present, many in Colonial costume. 
The turkey dinner was especially good. Brief addresses were given 
after the dinner, and songs of ancient times were sung by the 
company. 

No meeting of the Society has been held in December for many 
years past, and none was held last December. Regular meetings 
were resumed in the rooms of the Society in January, the speaker 
at this first meeting, Friday, the tenth, being Miss Ruth Edwards 
of West Boylston, a member of the .Society. Her subject was 
''Hats,'' and she developed it in a most interesting manner, using 
for illustration specimens from her own collection, supplemented by 
many from the collection of the Society, which is large. While ladies' 
hats were emphasized, men's hats of many and quaint styles were 
introduced and displayed on models supplied by the men in the 
audience. The ladies' hats were exhibited by some of the ladies in 
the audience, although Miss Edwards introduced two of her young 
friends who proved most attractive models. 

Mr. George W. Howland was the speaker at the February meet
ing, on the fourteenth, a Friday, the day of the week for all the 
regular meetings. His subject was '' Some Little-Known Anecdotes 
from the Bradford Manuscript. '' This address appears in this 
Publication in abstract form. It proved most interesting, the 
speaker emphasizing many extracts from the famous manuscript 
quite unknown to the average student of our early history. 

For the March meeting, Friday, the fourteenth, President 
Coombs presented a paper on "When Lord Amherst Came to 
Worcester." This paper discussed not only Lord Amherst himself, 
who tarried here with his army a full week on his march from 
Boston to Ticonderoga in September, 1758, but also the town as 
Amherst found it, the leading citizens, and general conditions 
obtaining here at that time. This visit of the commander of the 
British forces in the colonies during the years of the French and 
Indian War is especially interesting because of the residence here 
at that time of John Adams, master of the grammar school, later 
to be the second President of the United States. Adams left a diary 
from which the speaker drew liberally. 

Executive Director Captain Cross presented a paper at the April 
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meeting, Friday, the eighteenth, postponed from the eleventh, the 
regular date, this being Good Friday. His subject was '' The 
Worcester Historical Society as a Community Activity." Captain 
Cross touched upon the many calls for service that come to him in 
his executive capacity, not only from Worcester and Worcester 
County but from all over the country. He emphasized at some 
length the work done under his direction with pupils from the 
upper grades of our public schools, who come to the rooms of the 
Society accompanied by their teachers, are shown about the 
Museum, and are given a brief talk by Captain Cross on some 
phases of Worcester history. During the past year nearly two 
thousand pupils have come under these conditions, and the results 
of the plan have been most gratifying. The paper presented by 
Captain Cross appears in this Publication. It may be added that 
this work has been carried on with full cooperation on the part of 
the School Department of the city. 

l\fiss Anna T. Marble read the paper at the May meeting, Friday, 
the ninth, on "Notable Women of Worcester and Worcester 
County.'' The attendance at this meeting was unusually large, and 
those who heard the paper marveled at the long list of really 
famous women, native or residents of city and county. This paper 
also appears complete in this issue of the Publication. 

In accordance with custom, the annual meeting of the .Society was 
held on the second Friday of June, the thirteenth. This was the 
sixty-seventh annual meeting of the Society since its organization. 
It was given over to the usual reports, to the election of officers, and 
to the discussion of matters of general interest, plans for the future, 
etc. Refreshments were served at the conclusion of the meeting 
under the direction of Mrs. Captain Cross. 

In the discussion of general policy and of plans for the future, 
the opinion prevailed that the present plan of meetings for next 
year should be followed, no diininution in the number of meetings 
being made. The average attendance at the meetings has been good, 
showing continued interest in the nature of the meetings and in the 
papers presented. The discussions at this annual meeting empha
sized the matter of memberships, the necessity not only of maintain
ing the present membership list but of adding as many new 
members as possible. Every effort should be exerted to secure dues 
in arrears from present members, while a campaign for new mem-
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bers should be undertaken. The feeling prevailed that the Society 
is doing an important civic work, that this work should in no way 
be allowed to lapse or to be diminished, hence the fullest financial 
support is necessary. And a larger membership will result in wider 
interest in the Society and in what it is doing. 

It was the unanimous opinion that the Publication should be 
continued, even though a special appeal for funds to carry it on may 
be necessary. The Publication is a most important vehicle, whereby 
relations with similar organizations are maintained. It also brings 
to the attention of the members and of the public at large the 
various papers presented and the numerous activities carried on 
under the auspices of the Society. 

The President read the names of members of the Society who have 
died during the past year, and those present stood for a moment 
in silent tribute. The list follows : 

Charles L. Allen 
Mrs. Arthur J . Bassett 
Lucius W. Briggs 
Theodore P. Brown 

Mrs. T. Hovey Gage 
Edwin H. Marble 
Miss Anna M. Moore 
Mrs. Charles G. Washburn 

Philip N. Curtis 

The Worcester Historical Society occupies an important place in 
the community life of the city, a place quite unknown to most 
residents, but becoming increasingly important. F ew people not 
directly connected with the Society and interested in its various 
activities, in the endless calls upon its records, its collections, upon 
the untiring good nature and deep knowledge of the executive 
director, are aware of its value, of its importance, or realize the 
amount of work done and done so quietly. As time goes on, the 
Society and all that it offers will become increasingly important, its 
priceless records, its collections, its Library, its great store of letters 
and other manuscript material growing in value inasmuch as all 
this is irreplaceable. The Society deserves the hearty support of all 
citizens of Worcester and of Worcester County, who realize what it 
is doing with its very limited financial resources. This year, 1941, 
marks the sixty-seventh anniversary of the founding of the Society, 
the fiftieth of the dedication of its present building, which was in 
November, 1891. May we hope that in years to come our Society 
will receive the strong support of its members, that the list of these 
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members will be materially increased, and that the fine work now 
being done by its staff may be further extended. 

It is interesting to note that the Society offers the use of its rooms, 
collections, etc., to any organization desiring such use, also that dur
ing the past year several organizations have taken advantage of this 
offer. 

In conclusion, the president cannot too strongly express his appre
ciation of and thanks for the splendid and faithful service and 
cooperation of the staff, Executive Director Cross, Mr. William J . 
Waite, Miss Katherine Reid. 
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