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FOREWORD 

THE WORCESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Founded 1875 

The purpose of this Society is to gather, preserve, and display for 
public benefit, historical material of all kinds, especially that relating 
to Worcester City and County. 

The library contains all the local histories available, and seeks all 
local articles dealing with Worcester historical research. It contains 
works by local authors and has a well organized collection of over 
twenty thousand manuscripts, maps, broadsides and newspapers. 
Much of this material is unique and of great importance. 

The museum displays many thousands of objects and pictures of 
historical significance. Many of these objects are of general interest 
while others, like local inventions, are a source of Worcester pride. 
Our aim is to illustrate from the actual tools, toys, clothing, orna
ments, home utensils, heirlooms, works of domestic utility and art, 
the way Worcester County has worked, played, loved and grown in 
population, influence and aspiration. 

The resources of the Museum and Library are increasingly used by 
students of all grades in the city and county schools in connection 
with their study of history, local and national. We aim to stimulate 
local pride and to inculcate those lessons of fair play, forbearance and 
love of our fellows which have made our country great. 

The Society is supported by membership dues and income from 
small invested funds . These receipts are never adequate for our 
increasing needs. We appeal to all who are interested in this valuable 
American work to aid by entering into membership in the Society or 
by gifts of a historical or monetary nature. 

Gifts by will may be made in the following form: 

I give the sum of .............. ..... .. .......................... -........... Dollars to the Worcester 

Historical Society of Worcester, Massachusetts. 



SOME HISTORICAL NOTES ABOUT " TORY " JOHN 
MURRAY AND HIS FAMILY . 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society by 
Mr. Edward F . Coffin, May 12, 1939 

Commencing with the first settlement at Jamestown, Virginia, for 
more than a century and a half, the English colonists in America 
were characterized by their unswerving loyalty to their mother coun
try. They were proud to share a heritage so rich in the traditions 
of the Anglo-Saxon race. As long as hostile Frenchmen remained 
their close neighbors on the western and northern frontiers, they 
realized the deep obligation which they owed to the strength of 
British arms for their security. 

Soon after the middle of the eighteenth century, an event occurred 
which exerted a diroot influence upon the intimate relationship which 
had existed previously between England and the colonies. The 
Treaty of Paris, signed in 1763 at the conclusion of the Seven Years' 
War ( the French and Indian War, as our histories have termed it), 
ended forever the rule of France in America. The dangers which 
up to that time had menaced the colonists from that quarter were 
now permanently removed. The significance of this alteration of 
affairs does not seem to have been comprehended fully at the time 
by either Great Britain or her colonies. Yet this relief from French 
aggression unquestionably constituted the very foundation stones 
upon which the independence of the colonies eventually was to be 
built. 

The heavy cost of the War to England had aroused a natural feel
ing in Parliamentary circles that the American colonies, who had 
been the chief gainers by its successful termination, should assume 
some share in the payment of the large debt which had been incurred. 
This view was soon given concrete expression by the enactment in 
Parliament of the so-called "Revenue Acts." 

Among these measures was included the '' Stamp Act,'' which at 
once met with a hostile reception from the colonists. The first serious 
breach had opened between England and her hitherto loyal subjects. 

Although the tenseness of the situation was temporarily relieved 
by the speedy repeal of the obnoxious act, a new era of ministerial 
blundering soon followed. The Boston Port Bill was passed and a 
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policy of coercing the colonies into obedience was undertaken. Sev
eral regiments of troops were sent to Boston to support the govern
ment officials in this attempt. 

A political crisis now arose which was soon to rend even family 
ties asunder. The citizens of Massachusetts Bay and other colonies 
were forced into the alternative choice of remaining loyal to their 
King or engaging in open revolt against his constitutional authority. 

Although a kind Providence, for a few years longer, would hide 
from the future victims the outcome of events then shaping, already 
the hand of Destiny was entering in its inscrutable Book of Fate, 
the word ''disaster,'' against the names of several thousands of the 
leading citizens of the American colonies. It is my privilege in this 
paper to review briefly and with admitted incompleteness the career 
of one of those unfortunates included in that ill-starred group, styled 
' 'Tories,'' a term of hatred bestowed upon them by their enemies. 
The venom of this epithet, I fear, has not entirely dissipated itself 
from their memories, even to the present day. 

It is certainly a bit anomalous that the only fact we are sure of 
in the first twenty years of the life of Colonel John Murray,, Loyalist, 
is copied from his tombstone. From this presumably trustworthy 
source, at St. John, New Brunswick, we learn that he was born in 
Ireland on the 22nd day of November in the year 1720. We do not 
know his parentage or the place of his birth. We do not know when 
he came to America or at what place he arrived. This is the more 
difficult to understand in view of his later prominence, and because 
we have direct evidence which points to him as a most methodical 
individual. An extensive collection of his papers and correspondence 
is still preserved in the possession of descendants in New Brunswick; 
but although these relate in the main to his varied interests in Massa
chusetts Bay, they remain wholly silent upon the early chapters of 
his life. I venture the opinion that this circumstance is not the mere 
result of fortuitous chance, but that this gap is due to a deliberate 
purpose on the part of Colonel Murray, the motive for which I will 
suggest a little later. 

This complete absence of information has resulted in surrounding 
Colonel Murray's early life with an aura of mystery, and his biogra
phers have substituted in lieu of facts a mass of traditions from which 
it is now impossible to sift the chaff from the wheat. 

The earliest writer to tell us of Colonel Murray was Jonas Reed. 
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In 1836 he published a "History of Rutland" (Mass.). Its appear
ance, sixty years after Colonel Murray had left Rutland, invites 
suspicion that very little of Reed 's knowledge could have been at 
first hand, and that, unsupported, his statements are entitled to 
receive a limited amount of credence. 

Reed informs us that John Murray, when he first came to Rutland, 
was known as ''John McMorrah, '' and that with him came Edward 
Savage and several others. " John, " he tells us, "when he set foot 
on the American shore, was not only moneyless, but in debt for his 
passage; for a while he tried manual labor, but he was too lazy to 
work and ashamed to beg,-he commenced peddling, kept a store, 
etc.,-and eventually became the most wealthy man that ever lived 
in Rutland.'' 

This circumstantial narrative bears strong points of resemblance 
to a Horatio Alger hero in the making. Unfortunately, a check-up 
of the known facts at this stage rather disrupts this romantic sound
ing story. We have positive proof that Edward Savage and his wife 
Mary became members of the Church at Rutland in 1728, when our 
John could have scarcely passed his eighth birthday. Reed tells us 
further that in the same boat with Murray and Edward Savage came 
the McClanathan family, including John and Elizabeth, a young 
girl of his own age, '' whom after his arrival, he did not forget, but 
made her his wife.'' As it has already been shown, Murray, on this 
voyage, could not have been more than eight years of age, this supple
mentary statement necessarily implies the development on shipboard 
of a rather precocious romance between these juvenile lovers. 

We find another biographer, writing at a considerably later period, 
whom we shall assign to the imaginative school of historians. Mr. 
Lilly B. Caswell in 1899 published a book entitled" Athol-Past and 
Present.'' Therein he informs us ''John Murray was the youngest 
son of the Duke of Athol, in Scotland. Becoming displeased with his 
family, he left his country and came to America. '' There is in the 
author 's mind, apparently, some vagueness just when this migration 
from the ancestral halls occurred ; but in any event, upon the reor
ganization of the plantation of Pequoig into an incorporated town 
in 1762, John Murray appears upon the scene in ample time to assign 
its new name of Athol in compliment to his distinguished forbears. 

Of course this tale may be regarded as 99.44 per cent pure fiction, 
the residue being based upon two historically supported facts : first, 
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Colonel Murray did own some speculative acres of land in Pequoig; 
second, although a resident for many years of Rutland, in his capac
ity of a Justice of the Peace, he issued the warrant calling the first 
town meeting at Athol and also presided as its Moderator. Historical 
writing of this character should be made an indictable offense, but 
I am not prepared to say just what action ought to be followed "to 
make the penalty fit the crime.'' 

We propose now to leave this nebulous atmosphere in which guess
work becomes only more and more uncertain in results. Hereafter 
we shall deal with Colonel Murray, not in the role of a somewhat 
mythical personality, but strictly as a flesh and blood individual. 
This characterization has definitely literal significance when we call 
attention to his physical proportions, exhibiting a height of six feet 
and three inches and avoirdupois in excess of three hundred pounds. 
A reference to this fact is found in John Trumbull's immortal epic 
poem, '' M 'Fingal.'' The Tory Squire, alluding to the futility of 
persecutions, asks, 

" Have you made Murray look less big, 
Or smoked old Williams to a Whig?'' 

Israel Williams was one of the King 's councillors, and the refer
ence is to a pleasant pastime of the patriots called'' smoking a Tory.'' 
The victim was confined in a close room before a fire of green wood 
and a cover applied to the top of the chimney. 

The first definite trace of John Murray's whereabouts is found at 
the young plantation in western Massachusetts, then known as Elbow 
Tract or Kingstown, and in 1752 incorporated as a town by the name 
of Palmer. 

In the Hampshire County courthouse at Springfield will be found 
recorded the sale of a 100-acre lot at Elbow Tract by Isaac Magoon 
to John Murray, trader, for £430. Both parties are described as 
residents of Elbow Tract. This deed was dated August 11, 1741, 
and it may be noted that Murray then lacked slightly more than 
three months of being 21 years of age. Another deed, dated August 
17, 1742, still describing Murray as a trader, at Elbow Tract, conveys 
the same 100-acre lot to William McClanathan for £449. This is an 
advance of £19 above the purchase price and it does not seem like a 
large profit for carrying the land for more than a year. Perhaps 
Murray was a believer in the maxim '' Nimble profits, quickly told.'' 
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This deed contained a dower release as follows : '' Furthermore, I, 
Elizabet};t Murray, ye wife of said John Murray, etc." Both John 
and Elizabeth in affixing their signatures spelled the surname '' Mor
ray, '' and for the next fifteen years this remained its customary form. 

From the facts which we have cited, I think a few warrantable 
deductions may be drawn concerning Colonel Murray's origin. We 
have found him, before reaching his majority, a resident in a com
munity made up almost wholly of Scotch-Irish immigrants, and 
actively engaged in carrying on various business transactions with 
them. We discover that he is already married to a Scotch-Irish 
sweetheart before he has reached his twenty-second year. From 
these well-authenticated facts, I think we are entitled to conclude 
that John Morray, or Murray, as he chose to be known at a later day, 
was the son of Scotch-Irish parents. It is quite possible that a care
fully conducted search among the parish registers of the Ulster 
towns in the north of Ireland would discover a record of his 
parentage. 

Having arrived at one conclusion, we are disposed to go a bit 
further and indulge in speculation concerning the approximate time 
of John Murray's arrival in America. 

The largest immigration of Scotch-Irish to New England occurred 
in 1718 when five shiploads arrived in Boston. This company was 
too early to have included Murray, who, as we know, was not born 
until two years later. We learn, however, of the arrival of a number 
of smaller groups of Scotch-Irish extending over the period of the 
next twenty years. Concerning one of these groups in particular 
which arrived in 1737, we are told that the major part went to the 
western towns of Pelham, Coleraine, Brimfield, and Kingstown. At 
this latter place, which we know also as Elbow Tract, a considerable 
number of Scotch-Irish had settled before 1733. My opinion is that 
John Murray came to America in one of these later groups, and per
haps between 1733 and 1737. We know he was living at Kingstown 
as early as 1741, and probably in 1739, as there is existing evidence 
which points to this earlier date. 

From the fact that we find Murray at the age of twenty apparently 
well educated and already in possession of a considerable amount of 
capital, it seems unlikely that all this could have been accumulated 
after his arrival, or that he was ever in the state of destitution 
ascribed by Reed. 
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John Murray continued to live in Kingstown until 1744; and his 
oldest two children, .Alexander and first John, were probably born 
there, although there is no record of their births preserved. 

The Worcester Registry of Deeds has a record of the earliest pur
chase of land which Colonel Murray made in Rutland. February 
18, 1744, he bought of .Aaron Rice, innholder, 23 acres for £130, and 
it was upon this tract that he built his mansion house. The final 
payment of this purchase was not made until October 21, 1746, and 
the deed was recorded November 21, 1747. Due to the period of 
three years which elapsed before the completion of the transaction, 
it is uncertain just when Murray made the final change of his resi
dence to Rutland. The birth of his first daughter, Elizabeth, is, 
however, recorded in Rutland, September 10, 1745, and it would 
appear likely that from this circumstance he had at that time become 
a permanent resident. 

John Murray's name appears for the first time in the Rutland 
town records in 1747. From that date, his importance in the affairs 
of the town continues to grow, increasingly. That same year he if 
chosen a Selectman and also a member of the Board of .Assessors. In 
1748, he was Moderator at a town meeting to lay out a new highway. 
The year following, he was Chairman of a Committee of seven to 
build a meetinghouse, and also, one of a Committee of three to select 
a schoolmaster. He was the Representative of the town at the 
General Court continuously for some twenty years. He held a com
mission as Justice of the Peace, and sitting as a Trial Justice in minor 
cases meted out rewards and penalties at his residence in the squab
bles among his neighbors. His role in the community seems to have 
been not unlike that of Pooh Bah in the "Mikado." 

During this active period, when he was rendering such unremitting 
service in public affairs, he appears to have been able, with equal 
success, to have carried on his multifarious private enterprises. He 
was a heavy speculator in the '' wild lands'' of the Province, some
times acting independently and at other times in company with 
others. In 1762, with Colonel John Chandler, Timothy Paine, and 
.Abijah Willard, he bought at public auction from the Treasurer of 
the Province 4800 acres of undeveloped land in the extreme western 
part of the colony. This purchase was organized as the town of 
Murray:field, and during the next ten years many lots were laid out 
and sold to settlers. 

• 
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.After the Revolution, the name of the town was changed to Ches
ter. Because of its Tory origin, obviously it might be readily assumed 
that the name Murray.field had become odious to the patriotic inhab
itants. The real cause of the change, however, is found to have been 
due to constant trouble which arose from the confusion of the town's 
name with that of another Massachusetts locality bearing the very 
similar name of Merry.field. 

In addition to his extensive real estate transactions, Colonel Mur
ray seems to have been a money lender on the security of personal 
notes and mortgages. 

He was active in military affairs, and during the French and 
Indian War was Lieutenant Colonel of the Massachusetts regiment 
of which Timothy Ruggles, the father of the unfortunate Bathsheba, 
was Colonel. 

From the standpoint of his numerous accomplishments, it is appar
ent that Colonel Murray was an individual, not only endowed with a 
boundless supply of energy, but also of exceptionally keen business 
sagacity. During the thirty years which followed his arrival in 
Rutland, although he enjoyed a reputation for generosity, enter
tained lavishly, and maintained a style of living, which was regarded 
as magnificent for the period, yet he was able to accumulate wealth 
to an extent which at the breaking out of the Revolution marked him 
as one of the richest men in the Province. The appraisal of his con
fiscated estate made by his enemies, and for that reason not likely to 
have been overvalued, amounted to £26,000, a large fortune in those 
days. 

John Murray's first wife, Elizabeth McClanathan, after having 
been the mother of ten children, died in 1760. It would appear that 
following upon her death the relationships between Colonel Murray 
and his Scotch-Irish connections were never again intimate. .At 
about this time, he made the permanent change in the spelling of his 
name from Morray to Murray. 

I am inclined to believe that gradually mounting financial and 
social success had somewhat turned the Colonel's head, and that he 
had become what today would be termed a '' social climber.'' His 
close degree of intimacy with Governor Thomas Hutchinson,. Sir 
William Pepperell, and others to the manor born, must have occa
sioned, in his own mind, a strong contrast with his humble origin. 
We can infer that he was not anxious to broadcast this, but rather 
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aimed to conceal it. This circumstance, more than any other, sug
gests the possible explanation of the complete disappearance of all 
evidence of his early life. The preservation of such material threat
ened possible disclosures at a later time which might prove embar
rassing to his social pretensions. 

On September 1, 1761, Colonel Murray married, for his second 
wife, Lucretia Chandler, a sister of his business associate, Colonel 
John Chandler of Worcester. She was one of seven daughters of 
Hon. John Chandler, the third in succession to bear the name. In 
their day, from their distinguished attributes, they were known as 
"The Seven Stars." 

Lucretia, at the time of her marriage, was living in Boston and 
keeping house for her brother-in-law, Benjamin Greene, following 
the death of his wife, who had been her oldest sister, Mary. A daugh
ter, Lucretia Murray, born June 22, 1762, was the only child of the 
second marriage. Lucretia's mother died when she was six years old. 

Among the wedding gifts received by Lucretia Chandler was a 
silver tea set of three pieces made by Paul Revere. They had the 
Chandler coat-of-arms engraved upon each one, and an inscription 
'' B. Greene to Lucretia Chandler.'' This handsome gift from her 
brother-in-law later was to form the basis from which arose extrava
gant rumors concerning Colonel Murray's ducal descent. Through a 
false report, these pieces were credited with having the arms of the 
Duke of Atholl. It was rumored that by their sale funds had been 
obtained whereby Lucretia Murray had supported herself after her 
father's death and when she had taken up her residence with her 
Chandler relatives at Lancaster, Massachusetts. 

A simple disclosure of the facts, however, dispels all the romantic 
elements in the story. Since these pieces originally had been the 
gift to his daughter Lucretia's mother, Colonel Murray, appropri
ately, willed them to Lucretia. When she died in 1836, they still 
remained among her choicest possessions, and were by her will, in 
turn, disposed of to her_ friends, among whose descendants they are 
still preserved. In justice to Colonel Murray, it is due to state that 
from his former property in Massachusetts Bay, he was able to set 
aside notes and mortgages, in favor of Lucretia, which yielded an 
income of ample amount to prevent her becoming a charge upon her 
relatives. In 1789, before the Massachusetts Supreme Court at 
Worcester, in an action at law, Lucretia obtained a judgment in her 

i' 

l 
I 
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favor for £376, from John McClanathan of Rutland, for a loan made 
to him by her father, and which had remained unsatisfied for more 
than fifteen years. It is of local interest to note that one of her 
maternal relatives, Hon. Nathaniel Paine, acted as Lucretia's 
attorney. 

Colonel Murray, on January 24, 1770, married, as his third wife, 
Deborah Brinley of Boston, daughter. of Francis Brinley, and 
de~cended from a distinguished line of Rhode Island ancestry. 
Although, at the Colonel's previous marriage, Col. John Chandler, 
his prospective brother-in-law, had officiated in his capacity as a 
Justice of the Peace, we find that this last marriage was performed 
at King's Chapel by the rector, Rev. Mather Byles, D.D., and we 
may assume that it was a brilliant society event of its day. 

In order to complete the data concerning Colonel Murray's thir
teen children, we note here that by his third wife, Deborah, he was 
the father of two children. Deborah, born at Rutland, September 
29, 1771, married, in 1796, William Hazen of Fredericton, New 
Brunswick. She was the mother of nine children-six sons and three 
daughters. She died in 1816 at the age of 48 years. 

Thomas Murray was the Colonel's youngest son,. and was born 
October 12, 1775, probably in Boston. He studied law and was 
admitted to the bar in New Brunswick in 1796. On New Year's Day, 
1797, he was married to Sarah Lowell Hazen by the Rev. Mather 
Byles, Jr., son of the clergyman who, twenty-seven years earlier, had 
married his parents. Their wedded life was short as Thomas died 
May 3, 1797, in his twenty-second year. In 1802, his widow married 
William Botsford, a Yale graduate of the Class of 1792. She was 
the mother of ten children and died in 1850 at the age of 75 years. 

Martha Murray was the youngest daughter of Colonel Murray, by 
his first wife, and in 1785 was married to William Wan ton. He was 
the son of a former Governor of Rhode Island, and the first Collector 
of Customs for the Port of St. John. He held this office, continuously, 
for thirty years. Martha, or Patty as she was familiarly called, 
seems to have been a very general favorite. A letter of this period, 
exchanged between a couple of bachelors at the time of her marriage, 
carried this injunction : '' Say a thousand clever things for me to 
Mrs. Collector.'' 

As befitted Colonel Murray's rise in society, we soon find two of 
his sons enrolled at Harvard College. We have interesting glimpses 
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of their respective graduations from the diary of John Rowe, a promi
nent Boston merchant of that day. Daniel, who was a member of 
the Class of 1771, graduated July 17. I quote from the diary, 
'' Commencement Day at Harvard. I went to Cambridge and dined 
with Mr. Inman, Polly Jones and Sally Inman; after dinner, I went 
to Colo; Murray's room in the New College (Hollis Hall), where 
there was a large company, the Governor, Council and too many to 
enumerate.'' At Samuel's graduation the year following, in the Class 
of 1772, Rowe notes as follows : "July 15th, Dined at Samuel M ur
ray 's room, where were Colonel Murray, the father, Col. Saltonstall, 
Judge Sewall, Colonel Oliver, Samuel Quincy, Major Vassal, and 
many other guests. After dinner we were visited by the Governor 
and Council, Admiral Montague and many other gentlemen too many 
to enumerate. '' 

At this period, when names of the students in the Harvard cata
logues were arranged in the order of their relative social standing, 
we find Daniel Murray's name placed eighth in a class list of sixty
three members, and that Samuel's name ranked fourth in a class of 
forty-eight. It may be of interest to mention that Levi Lincoln, a 
member of Samuel's class, later to be Attorney-General of the United 
States, and unquestionably of far superior mental attainments to 
either of Colonel Murray's sons, was ranked socially as forty-sixth 
in the class of forty-eight. 

These festive gatherings were destined to mark the zenith in the 
upward rise of Colonel Murray's fortunes as well as those of the 
members of his family. Troublesome days for himself and for most 
of his erstwhile Harvard guests were just ahead. Political differ
ences between the colonists and their King were getting beyond the 
point of reconciliation. 

Under the provisions of the Charter from William and Mary,. a 
Council of twenty-eight members had been chosen annually by the 
people acting through their representatives in the General Court of 
the Province. Following the regular custom, in May, 1774, these 
members of the Council had been voted for. However, when a list 
of the Councillors-elect had been submitted to General Gage, as 
acting Governor, for approval, he exercised a prerogative of negation, 
reserved by the Charter, and rejected the names of thirteen. 

By an Act of Parliament at its last previous session, notable altera
tions had been made in the existing Charter. The number of Council 

• 
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members had been increased by the addition of eight, to comprise a 
total membership of thirty-six, and the right to choose these officers 
had been taken from th~ representatives of the people. Their appoint
ment, after August 1, 177 4, was to be vested in the Crown. These 
new members were appointed by the Kin,g under the form of a Writ 
of Mandamus ( which commands the recipient to perform the particu
lar duty assigned), and the new appointees came to be known as 
'' Mandamus Councillors. '' Included among those selected for this 
fatal honor, we find the name of Colonel John Murray. 

Directly, the people of the Province assembled in large groups for 
the purpose of compelling the resignations of these new members. 
A portion of one of these mobs ( that is the only word to characterize, 
correctly, an assembly acting in a riotous manner and in defiance of 
established laws) , having compelled Timothy Paine in Worcester to 
resign his appointment publicly, went to Rutland for the purpose of 
forcing a similar action from Colonel Murray. Upon its arrival at 
Rutland, this mob was estimated to number about 1500 people. 

All sorts of stories have been written in reference to what occurred 
at Rutland, and they seem to be in agreement only at one point, 
namely, that the crowd did not get a chance to vent their spleen for 
the very good reason that they did not succeed in getting their hands 
upon the doughty Colonel. 

Most of the tales which have been circulated (some by writers who 
should have known better) have charged Colonel Murray with the 
exhibition of a craven spirit and with refusing either to face the 
music or of running away and successfully hiding himself. In justice 
to the Colonel's memory, I am very glad of this belated opportunity 
to set down the historical facts. These have been established, beyond 
controversy, from contemporary letters. Colonel Murray is clearly 
shown to have been in Boston during the whole Rutland episode and 
to have had no knowledge of anything which had taken place there 
until several days afterwards. 

The date of the mob's visit to Rutland was August 23. In a letter 
written by John Andrews, dated August 19, he informs his corre
spondent, '' I am told that Colonel Murray's son, of Rutland, has sent 
down word to his father to beg him, by no means to return home, as 
his life would be in immanent danger, if he should." Had the 
Colonel been the coward which his enemies have since chosen to por
tray him, it is apparent that he had received warning in ample time 
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to have avoided trouble, had he desired to. We quote from another 
letter of Andrews written on August 23 as follows: '' Colonel Murray, 
of Rutland, another of them (mandamus councillors), set out for 
home this morning, accompanied by his son, who is studying physic 
here, being both well-armed and determined to stand a brush, both 
being very stout men, near or quite as large as Forrest.'' As the 
distance between Boston and Rutland is fifty-three miles, it is clear 
that the uninvited visitors had come and gone fully twenty-four 
hours before the Murrays could have reached Rutland, a most provi
dential circumstance, doubtless, for both the Colonel and his son 
Samuel. We are not informed at just what hour they arrived home, 
but having done so, and learned the extreme danger of the situation, 
Colonel Murray left his residence at Rutland for the last time on the 
night of August 25. This fact was recorded by Colonel Murray him
self, and may be seen still preserved among the family papers at 
New Brunswick. 

For the next eighteen months, Colonel Murray and his family were 
involuntary prisoners in the besieged town of Boston. We can 
assume, reasonably, that at the start the Murrays were not without 
some funds, but before Evacuation Day arrived, their cash had been 
depleted to an extent which compelled the Colonel to ask for aid for 
transportation of himself and family of seven to Halifax. 

In June, 1776, following his arrival at Nova Scotia, he went to 
England and a little later was joined there by his wife and younger 
children. They took up their residence at Cowbridge, Glamorgan
shire, Wales, and resided there for two or more years. 

A Commission of Inquiry into the Losses of the American Loyalists 
had been appointed, and from one of the manuscript books of papers 
preserved in the Public Record Office at London, we glean some 
further information concerning Colonel Murray's circumstances. 
He was granted an allowance of £200 at the start, and upon a review 
of his case by the Commission, his allowance was increased to £250 
which he continued to receive for the balance of his life. 

When appearing before the Commission, he described himself as 
then residing in Wales with his wife and three daughters and a young 
son. He testified that he had, then, three sons, who were serving in 
the British army at New York. He stated that "he had no property 
in England, and that his watch, in his pocket, r epresented more than 
half of what he was worth in the World. He could not have come to 
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London (having no money to bear the expense of the journey) if a 
lady, to whom he mentioned it, had not generously given him 8 
Guineas. . . . While in the enjoyment of his property in Massachu
setts Bay, his rent-rolls and interest, had amounted to above £1,000 
yearly.'' 

We learn that, even in those days, inside influence was a surer 
thing to place reliance upon than merit. Colonel Murray quite 
naturally felt that in view of his great losses, he had received an 
allowance below his true deserts, and cited to the Commission the 
names of three individuals, whose estates had not been one-quarter 
of the value of his own, yet were each receiving £150 yearly income, 
undeservedly. He contrasted the case of Colonel John Chandler 
whose allowance from the Government was only £100. Colonel 
Murray said, '' Any one of the three gentlemen named, while in 
America, would have been glad to have eaten a meal in Col. 
Chandler's kitchen." 

When, in 1784, the new provinc.e of New Brunswick was set off 
from Nova Scotia, Colonel Murray and his family shortly after 
returned, and he again engaged in business. For the ten years of his 
life remaining, he seems to have enjoyed a reasonably successful 
career. He built a fine residence in Prince William Street, in the 
city of St. John, which is still occupied by descendants. Within its 
walls still hangs the fine portrait of Colonel Murray painted in 1762 
by John Singleton Copley, this being one of the comparatively few 
treasures which he had been able to save from the wreck of his 
fortune in Massachusetts Bay. 

Colonel Murray's numerous sons-in-law, comprising the Hazen, 
Botsford, Upham and Bliss families, also returned to New Bruns
wick, and from these have descended many of the Canadians whose 
names have since figured prom.inently in the later history of the 
Dom.inion. 

In 1791, Colonel Murray, through William Tudor as his attorney, 
brought a legal action before the then newly erected United States 
District Court at Boston. Chief Justice John Jay presided at this 
trial. This case was in the nature of a test to determ.ine whether, 
under provisions contained in an Article in the Treaty of Peace, he, 
with other Loyalists, m.ight recover debts which had been owing to 
them in America prior to the Revolution. The verdict was an adverse 
one. The spirit of bitterness engendered by the events of the War, 
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lately terminated,. wa.s still too prevalent to foster feelings of a con
ciliatory nature toward their late enemies. 

Colonel Murray's eventful life was ended by his death at St. John, 
New Brunswick, on August 30, 1794, in his74thyear. He was buried 
in the Botsford plot in the old cemetery in that city, and a monu
ment was erected by his youngest son, Thomas, who, as we have 
already noted, was to follow his father to the same burial place less 
than three years afterward. These lines are taken from the opening 
inscription upon Colonel Murray's tombstone: 

'' The dead, how sacred is the dust, 
And sacred may this marble long remain.'' 

A plea that has evidently been respected during the lapse of nearly 
a century and an half. 



DR. PAINE'S AND OTHER EARLY GRISTMILLS 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by Mr. Nathan Rice, February 10,. 1939 

Some years ago at a gathering of those who traced their descent 
from the same 1638 pioneer immigrant ancestor, an old gentleman 
who had a part in the program began as follows : '' If you want to 
have a good time take some subject that requires research, go to the 
libraries and, if need be, ask the help of the assistants, which they 
will gladly give, and you will have a good time.'' That statement 
is true and especially so in our city where such research can be made 
in several libraries, each having the information catalogued and made 
easy of access. 

It adds much to the pleasure of looking at, or learning about, any 
landscape, object, structure, or even the site of a former structure, if 
a human interest arising from the known activities of one or more 
individuals can be associated with it. In this case of Dr. Paine and 
his mill, the home in which he lived nearly forty years yet stands
known as the Oaks-and his great-grandson, the present Mr. R. S. 
Paine, once pointed out, close by where Mill Brook now passes under 
Millbrook Street, but before the formation of Marshall Pond, a part 
of the foundation of the mill, and said that the two old millstones, 
now adjacent to Bancroft Tower and each set horizontally to show the 
furrows, came from his great-grandfather's mill. 

Dr. William Paine was born in Worcester in 1750 when his father, 
Judge Timothy Paine, was only twenty. The doctor enjoyed a long 
life, dying in his Worcester home in 1833 at the age of eighty-three. 
Previous to entering Harvard College at the age of fourteen, he had 
as Latin teacher John Adams, then reading law and teaching school 
here in Worcester . After his graduation his life work seems to have 
been clear to him; he went to Salem to study medicine with Dr. 
Edward A. Holyoke and remained there with him three years. He 
returned to Worcester in 1771, and the following year, in company 
with two others, opened the first apothecary store in the county. 
While studying in Salem with Dr. Holyoke he had probably met, 
and become engaged to, Miss Lois Orne, for in 1773 they were mar
ried, and incidentally profited from the thoughtful custom of her 
father of giving to each of his daughters, as they married, £3000 and 
a silver service. 
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Feeling that his medical education required additional study he 
went to Aberdeen, Scotland, and perhaps elsewhere, for a year or 
two. Just why he selected Aberdeen is not clear, for at that time the 
medical school there was not very strong, according to all accounts. 

The City of Aberdeen, the granite city, has today only about 
20,000 less people than our own city, and the University of Aberdeen 
is today one of the four of Scotland and is large and well equipped 
-but only since 1860. At the time of Dr. Paine's stay the city had 
a population of about 25,000, and previous to uniting in 1860 there 
had long been two bitterly jealous, rival colleges-Kings, founded 
about the time Columbus discovered America, and Marischal,. 
founded a century later. 

At the conclusion of his studies there Dr. Paine r eturned to Mass
achusetts, but found the fires of the Revolution burning too fiercely 
to make it possible for him, a Loyalist, to stay, and he at once re
turned to England and the Continent. There seems to be some lack 
of agreement as to whether the Paine property here was confiscated, 
but it is certain that he was exiled under the Act of Banishment. 

Seven years later he returned in the service of England having 
been appointed Apothecary General of the British Army in America. 
H e served first in New York, for the British held New York about 
two years after the surrender at Yorktown in 1781, and then at 
Halifax, N. S.. For a year following he lived with his family on the 
isolated island 1of La Tete in Passamaquoddy Bay, to the contentment 
of himself, but not to that of his wife who saw her children deprived 
of all advantages. He was now on half-pay from the British Govern
ment and the family left their island home for a new home in 
St. John, N. B. In 1785 he was chosen clerk of the House of Assem
bly of New Brunswick. 

The Act of Banishment having been rescinded, he and many others, 
returned to the States in 1787, and for six years he practiced medi
cine iat Salem. Then in 1793, following the death of his father, whose 
oldest child he was, he came to Worcester to live permanently at the 
Oaks, which had been begun before the Revolution and probably 
stood unfinished several years, or until matters had quieted follow
ing the struggle. H enceforth his life was a peaceful and useful one, 
for he conducted his large farm, although he sometimes rented it on 
the share-the-crop principle, and he was often called in consultation 
by other physicians. 
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He made brief, day-to-day records,. particularly of the weather, 
which could be just as ll.npleasant and wintry then as now, on the 
blank pages of some small bound almanacs, which are in the library 
of the American Antiquarian Society. From these one can learn 
how to make mead, a fermented drink made of honey, water, and 
spices, also that he subscribed £10 for a bell for Mr. Bancroft's meet
inghouse, and six shillings toward the expenses of a singing school. 
With reference to his farm this note of September 10, 1797, is found 
-''One of my hogs very sick. cut off his tail and he bled profusely'' 
-but he later adds that the hog died. 

Before his own gristmill was built, probably two or three years 
before 1800, one finds entries showing that on days in March,. April, 
May, and June, 1797, one and a half bushels of rye and one and a 
half bushels of corn, or one and a half bushels of corn and three 
bushels of wheat, or six bushels of wheat, were sent to somebody's 
mill to be ground, for at that time 'there were five gristmills in 
Worcester. When the War of 1812 occurred he found it impossible 
to oppose his old friends and neighbors and so notified the British 
Government. Of course his half-pay allowance ceased at once. In 
that same year, 1812, the American Antiquarian Society was organ
ized, and in the petition to the Legislature, signed by Isaiah Thomas, 
Nathaniel Paine, William Paine, Levi Lincoln, Aaron Bancroft and 
Edward Bangs, they ask "the privilege of holding real-estate in 
perpetuity of the annual value of one thousand five hundred dollars.'' 
A very modest sum. 

Dr. Paine was one of the two vice-presidents of the Society in 
1813-14-15, and in the latter year he delivered the annual address 
at the meeting in Boston of which the following is a part: '' As there 
is no pursuit more delightful than the study of history, so there is no 
history so necessary and useful as that of our own country, which 
may be accurately traced from its first discovery to this day, and 
whatever relates to it may be ascertained by the most authentick 
documents.'' Dr. Paine was highly cultivated, but it was said of 
him that "his knowledge was detected rather than displayed." 

Now let us recall the entries in his diaries relative to sending his 
grain to some mill to be ground, and glance at early gristmills and his 
mill in particular, which was probably started in 1797. Dr. Paine 
and his fellow-citizens cannot be considered as pioneers, so going 
West to some real pioneers we find this reference to them in the 
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"History of Indiana" by Mr. L. Esarey, who says, " The most in
convenient work of the pioneer was getting his corn and wheat 
ground into meal and fl.our. Horse Inills were the earliest. The 
grinding was slow and poor. Next came the water mills. These 
were often built by settlers from the East. An undershot water
wheel usually furnished motive power. One had frequently to wait 
two days to get his turn.'' 

In the book "Little Old Mills" by Marion N. Rawson, she says, 
'' In the New York Historical Society building two little Inillstones 
are preserved which were found near the present 32 William Street, 
New York, near which site a horsemill was erected in 1626. These 
stones are less than a yard across and about seven inches thick. This 
may have been the first power gristmill in the country.'' 

The book, '' Little Old Mills,'' is interesting, but some thought and 
study is needed occasionally to understand the author's sketches and 
descriptions. Here is part of her account of a log dam: "When the 
construction was entirely raised the top was covered with long :flag
stones. These were laid with their down-stream end on the up-stream 
end of the logs, and extending a little above, thus leaving the other 
end lower, so that the next tier of stones might lap over it, and so on, 
always growing lower as they go up-stream." This description is 
not exactly clear, but after some study we know what she means. 

Smaller than the New York Inillstones referred to,, but of the same 
shape, were the quernstones, say eighteen inches diameter and three 
inches thick, operated by hand by means of a peg or handle in the 
runner or upper stone, and often brought from the old country by 
the settler in the ship with his other belongings. These quernstones 
were true little grinding Inills, for the upper stone was given a rotary 
motion by the one or two persons operating it. But it would be a 
mistake to call them gristmills, for Webster's Dictionary defines such 
as custom mills, whereas the quernstones were for family use. The 
Indians hereabout apparently never used a rotating stone but 
pounded their grain in some bowl-shaped depression, as in the rock 
near the steps to this building, the Worcester Historical Society. 

Dr. Paine's Inill was probably a small one, perhaps twenty-five 
feet square, with a single pair of stones driven by an undershot water
wheel, say about eighteen feet diameter and four feet wide. 

An overshot waterwheel, like that at Mr. Ford's Inill near the 
Wayside Inn, is used where the water can be led from the millpond 
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to the top of the wheel and so fill the series of buckets on the circum
ference. The weight of the water in the buckets, until they begin to 
empty as they approach the bottom, makes the wheel rotate. Dr. 
Paine's mill could not have had enough head of water for this, and 
his undershot wheel differed from the foregoing in that it had no 
buckets, but about thirty paddles. The water was led down a chute 
to dash against the paddles then at the bottom of the rotating wheel 
with as much velocity as possible. 

We will assume that the water had no more than a seven-foot drop 
down the chute, perhaps less. This made the wheel rotate about 
twenty-eight times a minute, and, through gearing, this was speeded 
up to one hundred and six or more turns a minute for the millstones. 
The gearing, as first constructed, was probably of wood throughout, 
and this brings us to an interesting book-'' The Young Mill
W right 's and Miller's Guide" by Oliver Evans, published in 1795 
and sold by subscription, the first two subscribers being George 
Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Oliver Evans was a Delaware 
farm boy with a thirst for knowledge, and became an inventor and 
constructive engineer of such marked ability in several lines of 
activity that the Wyman and Gordon Company of our city made him 
the subject of a biographical sketch, of which the company published 
a series at one time. Like many men of genius he was more than 
once the victim of ridicule and fraud. 

The book is in the library of the Antiquarian Society, but the part 
to which the title "Miller's Guide" would apply is not included. 
Perhaps it appeared in a later edition. The first half of the book is 
by Oliver Evans and treats of the principles and applications of 
mechanics, hydraulics, and wind-power. The second half was writ
ten at Mr. Evans' request by Thomas Ellicott, and gives detailed 
directions for the construction of a grainmill, as for the dam, wooden 
waterwheel, wooden gearing, the millstones and the auxiliary 
machinery. 

There is in the southern part of Indiana not many miles from the 
city of Bedford, from whence the limestone of which Worcester's 
Auditorium is built probably came, and also not far from the health 
resort French Lick, a most attractive and interesting spot known as 
Spring Mill State Park. There one finds buildings, mostly of logs 
and small, a few original but others restored, grouped near the struc
ture of most interest to us-the grainmill. It is too large for Web-
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ster's definition of a gristmill as a custom mill to apply, and it has been 
restored strictly in accord with the directions given in Oliver Evans 
book of 1795-a fact that is stated in the printed description posted 
within the mill. 

For the benefit of the many visitors, the mill, which is about forty 
feet wide by fifty feet long, three stories high, built of limestone 
and maintained in good order, is operated every hour and the wooden 
gears of all descriptions creak and groan most interestingly as they 
do their work. Just beyond the waterwheel and in a kind of lean-to 
against the wall of the mill is a restored sawmill with its straight 
vertical saw moving up and down. It must require several minutes 
to rip off a board from a sixteen-foot-long log. Contrast this with the 
heavy high-speed band saw seen in a southern state which appeared 
to saw from end to end of any sixteen-foot log, one, two, or three feet 
in diameter and of any hardness, in seven seconds. 

Quite different from the admirable mill at Spring Mill State Park, 
and probably much more like Dr. Paine's mill, is the Old Town Mill, 
built in 1650, at New London, Conn., except that it has two pairs of 
millstones. One pair operated whenever the waterwheel turned, 
while the other could be connected or disconnected as required. The 
mill is never operated now, but is maintained by the city and may 
be easily seen from the street when entering New London and the 
little dell or valley in which it stands is as it always has been. The 
grain was simply dumped into the hopper above the stones and run 
through gradually, weed seeds and all, in a stream about as large as 
a man's finger. The apparatus above the stones, resembling ice
tongs, was for raising the upper stone and swinging it to one side 
where it could be turned over, thus exposing the channels or furrows 
in the faces of both stones when sharpening was necessary. Dull 
stones caused heating of the meal and consequent deterioration by 
fermentation. 

Concerning this heating Oliver Evans' book says that '' the furrows 
are set with such draught that meal will not pass along without 
proper grinding, and of depth enough to permit air to pass through 
to carry out the heat generated by the grinding friction.'' 

The four-foot-diameter stones of granite at Bancroft Tower from 
Dr. Paine's mill have twenty-four furrows laid out as specified in 
Oliver Evans' book,. but the sixteen stones lying in the grass near 
Mr. Ford's mill show other arrangements of furrows. Nearly all 
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those stones are granite, but the stones in the Ford mill itself are 
imported French burrstones. 

All millstones were so placed that the lower or nether stone was 
stationary, while, passing up through a hole at its center, was a 
vertical shaft, driven from below, which rotated the upper stone or 
runner, which was less hard than the nether stone. Mechanism was 
provided by which the upper stone was raised or lowered to vary the 
space between the stones according to the product desired. This 
variation must have been frequent at the early gristmills when one 
customer brought one kind of grain and the next another, and one 
wanted flour and the next feed for animals. 

Oliver Evans' book specifies that the wooden shaft of the water
wheel should be twenty-four inches in diameter and as for the wooden 
cogs set into the face of the cogwheels it advises that '' they should 
be cut fourteen inches long and three inches square when the sap 
runs at its fullest, which should be done at least a year before they 
are used, that they may dry without cracking. If either hickory or 
whiteoak is cut when the bark is set, they will worm-eat, and if dried 
hastily, will crack. ' ' 

Probably Dr. Paine did not operate his mill much in the winter 
when frozen conditions, or too high or too low water interfered; but 
we may picture the mill on a spring or summer day peacefully doing 
its work with the interior, including the miller, white with dust as 
such mills al ways were. 

In the book ''Bread'' by Mr. Harry Snyder, he says that '' the 
miller took his pay on a toll basis, that is, he had a certain portion of 
the flour in return for grinding the grain. If the miller took too 
much he was liable to be accused of stealing the farmer's wheat. It 
was in a mill that Abraham Lincoln earned the title 'Honest Abe.' 
This was in the summer of 1831 when he worked for Mr. Offut who 
operated a store as well as a flourmill at New Salem, Ill., about 20 
miles from Springfield.'' 

The toll here spoken of varied from one-eighth to one-sixteenth, for 
in 1635 Ipswich granted to R. Saltonstall-perhaps an ancestor of 
Gov. Leverett Saltonstall-permission to erect a gristmill, and the 
toll was fixed at one-sixteenth of the grain. 

Continuing from the book ''Bread'' we read, '' Let us take a look 
into the old gristmill. A fanning mill occasionally was used to 
remove from the wheat some of the coarser dirt and weed seeds. 
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Generally the wheat went directly from the :farmers ' bags into the 
hopper over the millstones. ' ' 

"All the wheat was more or less contaminated. Much o:f it was 
threshed by the trampling o:f horses, as is done in some countries 
today, and a bit of horse manure was a regular constituent of such 
wheat. If threshed by hand with the flail the contamination was 
varied with dirt from the :farmer's boots, and hence the old-time 
bread is described by many as having a nutty flavor.'' 

Dr. Paine's mill may have had a sort o:f rotating sieve provided 
with coarse bolting cloth for the removal o:f some o:f the bran from 
the fine flour and leaving stock to be returned to the stones to be 
reground. 

In the modern flour-mills, o:f which there are around six thousand, 
large and small, in our country, every care is taken to prevent con
tamination, and in the big mills, as at 1\linneapolis, with an output 
o:f ten thousand barrels per day, the wheat is repeatedly si:fted and 
washed. In such mills constant care and skill are necessary to pro
duce a uniformly high-standard product from wheat o:f ever-varying 
characteristics. 

Slow-moving millstones are now never used; instead, :fast running 
steel or porcelain rollers, a :few inches in diameter. The substitution 
o:f these rollers, originally developed by a Swiss engineer, for mill
stones, and the modern gradual reduction roller process, came at a 
most opportune time, just as the western states were beginning to 
produce more abundantly the hard wheats which were not adapted 
to millstone grinding. Mr. Snyder says that " the baker o:f today 
could not make quality bread from the so:ft, low-gluten flours ground 
at the gristmill.'' 

In conclusion, the following is from the book '' Industrial W orces
ter" by the Hon. Charles G. Washburn, wherein he says, "The third 
privilege ( on Millbrook) was the old tannery privilege, originally 
built by Dr. William Paine for a grist-mill, which was run by the 
:family for many years. About 1836, three years a:fter the doctor 's 
death, N. Eaton & Co. had a paper mill there. The Olivers,. stone 
dealers, next used the privilege to grind black-lead. In the :fall of 
1854 Samuel Warren purchased the property of Mrs. Oliver and 
ran it as a tannery until 1885. This water privilege was purchased 
about 1888 by Mr. Stephen Salisbury.'' 

Now, no longer a water privilege, the old mill site is the property 
of the Art Museum, and probably leased to the American Steel and 
Wire Company as part o:f Marshall Pond. 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 

At the Annual Meeting of the Society held in June, 1939, the pro
gram for the year 1939-1940 was discussed, and it was the unanimous 
opinion that the plan of previous years be followed, the number of 
regular meetings to be the same, a dinner meeting coming in Novem
ber, and this plan was followed. 

September 30, 1939. In accordance with previous practice, the 
meeting of the Worcester Historical Society was held in connection 
with the fall meeting of the Worcester County Historical Society at 
Princeton, the Princeton Historical Society being hosts. The pre
liminary meeting was held in the Congregational Church where a 
paper was read by Miss Mary H. Gregory on the history of the 
church. A roll call indicated representatives of several of the county 
societies to be present. After the meeting in the church, various 
places of interest were visited under the direction of members of the 
Princeton Society: Redemption Rock, the Mirick house, the Boylston 
house, and others. 

Reassembling at 1 p.m., the members and guests had lunch in the 
vestry of the church, at which brief addresses were given. Nearly 
one hundred members and guests were present at the luncheon. Too 
much credit cannot be given Mr. and Mrs. Chandler Bullock for their 
constant care in attending to the details of the pilgrimage. 

November 10, 1939. This meeting took the form of a dinner, em
phasizing the Thanksgiving spirit. It was held in Wesley Church, 
the ladies of the church providing a bountiful repast. Forty-one 
members and friends attended, several being in costume. There 
were brief addresses by President Coombs, Dr. Farnsworth, Mr. C. C. 
Ferguson, of Millbury, Mr. Chandler Bullock, and Executive Direc
tor Captain Cross. The meeting closed with the singing of '' Auld 
Lang Syne,'' Mrs. Cross acting as accompanist. 

In accordance with custom the December meeting of the Society 
was omitted. 

January 12, 1940. The paper at this meeting was read by Secre
tary Ripley P. Bullen on the subject '' An Archaeological Dig in 
Worcester County,'' illustrated by many excellent lantern slides. 
The attendance was over fifty. 

February 9, 1940. Executive Director Captain Cross spoke on 
"The Prints of Mr. Currier and Mr. Ives." This was a most inter-
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esting address, illustrated by many Currier and Ives prints, some 
the property of the Society, others loaned. 

March 8, 1940. The paper was by Librarian Emeritus, Mr. Frank 
Colegrove, based on material gathered by Hon. Ellery B. Crane, 
former President and Executive Director of the Society, on the sub
ject '' The Salisbury Mansion Schools, and the Experience of a 
Worcester Teacher 50 and More Years Ago. '' This paper was most 
effectively read by Miss Anna T. Marble. 

April 12, 1940. The paper was by Mr. Charles E. Ayers on the 
subject "Furnishings of Tap Rooms of Early New England Tav
erns,'' illustrated by a great number of specimens of wooden, metal, 
glass, and earthen vessels used in early days. A most interesting 
paper, and the attendance, in spite of a storm, over forty. Mr. Ayers 
had himself provided refreshments following the meeting. 

May 10, 1940. The paper prepared by Librarian Emeritus Cole
grove was read most effectively by his daughter, Miss Colegrove; the 
subject was '' Green Hill, Worcester, Massachusetts, and the Family, 
the Greens of Green Hill.'' The attendance was unusually large, 
over sixty. 



THE ANNUAL MEETING 

June 14, 1940. 

This meeting was called to order at 8 p.m., President Coombs 
presiding. Fourteen members were present. 

The meeting was devoted to the annual reports of the Secretary, 
the Treasurer,. the Executive Director, and the President. These 
reports follow. 

President Coombs requested Dr. F ·arnsworth to report on the 
Spring Pilgrimage of the Worcester County Historical Society at 
Oxford, Saturday, June 8. Dr. Farnsworth stated that some sixty 
sat down to the luncheon at the Congregational Church, while an 
even larger number had participated in the trips to the various points 
of interest, so effectively set forth in the program prepared by the 
Oxford Historical S.ociety. Dr. Farnsworth emphasized the pleasure 
and profit always attending the pilgrimages of the County Society, 
also the great value of the organization in welding together the sepa
rate societies in the county, and in advising and cooperating in the 
organization of new societies. A case illustrating this is the organi
zation of the Oxford Society during the past year, this organization 
having 0ome about largely because of the interest in the County 
Society. 

Discussion of plans for the future being in order, Mrs. Marsh 
suggested that the Executive Director invite various organizations in 
the city to meet from time to time at the rooms of the Society, a 
speaker being supplied by the Society, or the clubs supplying their 
own speaker, the facilities of the Society being supplied gratis, the 
museum being opened, and all privileges of inspection, etc., being 
accorded. Such organizations would be the Home Club, the Hall 
Club, the Fireside Club, etc. County organizations might also be 
included. 

Mrs. Marsh also suggested that the members of the Worcester 
County Historical Society be invited to the dinner to be given in 
place of the regular November meeting, this dinner having taken the 
place of the regular meeting last year, as · will probably be done in 
the future. She also suggested that songs be supplied at this dinner, 
community singing, also possibly by a quartette. 

Dr. Farnsworth announced that the Fall Meeting of the Worcester 
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County Historical Society will be held Saturday, October 5, at South
bridge and Sturbridge. 

After each report had been presented, it was, on motion, voted, 
that the report be accepted and placed on file, the understanding 
being that the several reports, possibly abridged in certain cases, 
would appear in the Annual Publication. And it is noted here that, 
with the .report of the Treasurer, is filed the certificate of the Auditor, 
also the statement signed by President Coombs as to the examination 
and verification of the list of securities. 

The Committee on Nominations for the year 1940-1941, Miss 
Emma Forbes Waite, Chairman, Mr. Chandler Bullock, Mrs. Donald 
W. Campbell, presented its report through its Chairman, as follows: 
for President, Professor Zelotes W. Coombs; for Vice-Presidents, 
Mr. Edward F. Coffin, Mr. John W . Higgins, Mrs. Arthur W. Marsh; 
for Secretary, Mr. Nathan Rice; for Treasurer, Mr. Dwight S. Pierce; 
for Executive Committee, the above-named officers and Mr. Charles 
E. Ayers, Dr. Albeit Farnsworth, Mrs. Harriet M. Forbes, Miss 
Anna T. Marble; for Finance Committee, Mr. Chandler Bullock, 
Mr. George W. Mackintire, Mr. Edgar L. Ramsdell. On motion, it 
was voted, that the report of the Committee on Nominations be ac
cepted. A ballot was held, and the above list of officers for the year 
1940-1941 was elected unanimously. 

President Coombs thanked the Committee on Nominations for its 
effective work, and the meeting adjourned at 9.10 p.m., to the W orces
ter Room, where refreshments were served under the direction of 
Mrs. Captain Cross. 

In the absence of Secretary Bullen, this report is submitted by 
President Coombs. 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

For the second successive year the Society has operated with a 
small deficit. The loss for the year ending May 31, 1939, was $84.16, 
and for this last year was $174.78. Some of the expenses incurred 
during the past year have been extraordinary and will not reoccur 
for some time. 

Investment income this year amounted to $1,858.32, compared with 
$1,912.31 for the preceding year. Membership dues were $903.00, 
compared with $840.00. Operating expenses, which include salaries, 
printing, heat and light, cleaning, postage and telephone, insurance, 
etc., were $3,280.02 this year, compared with $3,064.97 the preceding 
year. 

The customary check of $100.00 was given to us by the Hester N. 
Wetherell Estate, and was gratefully received. 

Note. The complete Report of the Treasurer was, of course, sub
mitted, the above being merely an abstract. The complete Report is 
filed at the rooms of the Society. 



REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 

During the past year the Society has suffered loss by death, but 
it has added several new members. 

Four Bulletins were issued during the year, dated November, 1939, 
January, March, and May, 1940. These Bulletins reported various 
activities of the Society, acquisitions, etc. They were produced at 
no cost to the Society, the paper being furnished by Mr. Hamilton B. 
Wood, of the Commonwealth Press, the printing done by the Boys 
Trade School, and the postage paid by a member of the Society. To 
these kind friends formal and appreciative aclmowledgment has been 
made. The Bulletins were well received by the members of the 
Society and by others in the city, also by various other historical 
societies in different parts of the country. It is questionable whether 
the Bulletins will be continued, but some form of regular publication 
is now under consideration by representatives of our Society, of the 
Free Public Library, the Natural History Society, the Art Museum, 
and possibly others. Such a publication would follow, in many 
details, the former '' This Week in Worcester,'' and if undertaken 
should fill a real need. 

Notable in the material accomplishments of the year is the con
struction of the fence along our western line, the material having 
been obtained from Wetherell House, when the iron fence there was 
removed. A wire fence across the back of our land forms a fairly 
complete enclosure, and will enable us to maintain our lawn in fairly 
presentable condition. Too much credit cannot be given our capable 
assistant, Mr. Lambert, in this important work. 

During the past year the Society was presented a bust of the late 
Hon. Isaac Davis, which now stands in our hall. It was the gift of 
Mr. Wynant Vanderpool, a grandson of Mr. Davis, of Newark, N. J. 
Early in May Mr. Vanderpool came to Worcester and viewed the 
bust in its present location, expressing great satisfaction with the 
arrangement. 

Twice during the past year the Society has acted as host to a branch 
of the Massachusetts Archaeological Society, offering the use of its 
rooms, and, at the second meeting, supplying refreshments through 
the generosity of one of our Society's members. Our Society is always 
glad to offer its facilities to any organization that may be interested. 

The usual Publication will be issued early in the fall, and the pro-
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gram for the year 1940-1941 will be issued at about the same time. 
The President earnestly hopes for greater publicity for the work 

of the Society in the future, for its collections, its meetings, always 
open to the public, also for new members. The Society is doing a 
most valuable work, on very limited financial support. If this sup
port could be increased, its work could be greatly expanded. 

The President cannot too highly praise the faithfulness, ability, 
and devotion to their duties of the members of the staff, Executive 
Director Captain Cross, Mr. Waite, Miss Reid. They accomplish 
wonders. The President would also express his warmest apprecia
tion of the faithful service of Treasurer Pierce, who has served most 
efficiently for seventeen years and is ready and willing to continue. 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
OF THE SOCIETY 

It is said '' Happy is that nation whose annals are short.'' In this 
brief summary of this year's work we want to assure our members 
that the staff continues to work in harmony and with fine cooperation. 
We want also, to pay our tribute to the President of the Society 
whose oversight and interest have been a source of joy and inspira
tion to all of us. 

Our function here as we see it, is a double one: First, we must 
receive, record, guard and display the varied gifts which come to us 
during the year ; second, we must fit this institution into the cultural 
life of this community. This latter function fills much of our regular 
time. During the current year we have had 2,659 visitors. They 
come from far and near, as individuals and as groups. Last winter 
in addition to the regular visits from the high school history classes 
we were fortunate in having the senior classes from each of the city 
prep schools. These groups require special preparation and our 
::ru.ccess with them is shown by the frequent revisits they make as 
individuals. We are happy too to report that we are often called 
upon to receive confirmation classes from different religious sects 
who apparently feel that they should learn to render unto Caesar as 
well as to the Deity. To these groups especially patriotism has a 
strong appeal and it is a real pleasure to have them as guests. Local 
societies, collectors' clubs and social groups ask us for an occasional 
evening visit and their meetings have been among the most pleasant 
we have had. Individuals are as assorted as the heterogeneous popu
lation of this city can furnish. The ethnic mixtures we meet among 
our young citizens are a constant source of wonder to us, and their. 
frequent "But we are Americans now" is a joy to hear. 

Donations to the museum have numbered 143 and to the library 
96 during the last twelve months. These have been properly re-
corded, marked, catalogued and distributed about the building in 
their appropriate places. In addition to this regular work, the secre
tary has finished cataloguing and cross referencing, donations of the 
past several years, a task which has taken many months of pains
taking, conscientious labor. My assistant has a never-ending task of 
labeling cases and their contents and evidence of his fine crafts
manship is on view throughout the museum. Your attention has 
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been called from time to time to our special exhibits and group 
arrangement. 

In addition to our regular work we receive daily letters requesting 
information on a variety of subjects. For example we are now trac
ing the descendants of the man who invented the steam calliope. Our 
correspondent has one of Mr. Stoddard's original machines and 
threatens to visit us in further search. A local educator wants to see 
his grandfather's letter in which he (the grandfather) naively pro
posed marriage to his lady love. A graduate student is preparing a 
thesis of the French-Canadian migration in Worcester. A visiting 
boy demands to know how they bored the Revolutionary Flint Lock. 
Another student is seeking the first town map of Auburn, and a 
young lady requests the loan of a costume for a fancy dress party. 
These activities merely fill in the chinks of our regular routine but 
they do lend variety to the work we do and enjoy. 

To our visitors young and old we feel it incumbent on ourselves to 
stress constantly the genius which this city and county have produced 
in a mechanical way, yet in ways and in products which make easier 
our daily lives. In other words we try to instill in all a real pride 
of the city and county, to point out the natural beauty of the country 
we live in, and the good fortune to be citizens of this fair land. If a 
few of the seeds we scatter help in making a better city, a better 
country, then in a small way we feel that this Society will have con
tributed its share to the city's cultural life. 
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