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THE NEW ENGLAND MIGRATION 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society by Executive 
Director Captain George I. Cross, November 12, 1937 

To produce an apple of the first quality three elements are essen
tial, namely-stock, · soil, and culture. These three elements are 
equally essential to produce the highest type of civilization in the 
human race. With them in mind let us examine the twenty odd 
thousand Puritans who came to New England in the great migra
tion of 1628 to 1640. They came from the eastern and southern 
counties of England as is proven by the place names which they 
transplanted, such as, Boston, Ipswich, Gloucester, Yarmouth, 
Topsfield, from the Eastern English counties, while from the south
ern counties come such names as Weymouth, Dorchester, and An
dover. Education bespeaks its influence in transplanted names like 
Cambridge and Oxford. The importance of this phenomenon of 
place names to us historically is that we are able frequently to 
trace our early American settlers back to their English birthplace 
and learn much of their home antecedents. 

It is important, too, to note that the eastern English counties 
bordering the North Sea were those which received the latest and 
purest Germanic streams which entered England, a people who 
had never known a conqueror, and whose independence was a con
stant source of annoyance to high authority in the homeland as 
well as later in New England. 

To understand the stimulus of this migration we shall first have 
to learn to look at the England whence they came. The political 
dissensions which played a part in stimulating the Puritan migra
tion to New England were of ancient origin. To understand them 
properly it is necessary to bear in mind that England was unique 
among great nations of that period in having a representative body, 
the Parliament; that this institution was always, in greater or less 
degree, a guardian of certain "Rights of Englishmen"; an9- that 
these rights, never wholly lost, had been gradually increased at the 
cost of royal power. It must be remembered, too, that one of the 
effects of the Renaissance was the discovery of the lower classes, 
and that this effect was especially strong on English soil. Indeed, 
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early democratic aspirations found voice in the famous lines of 
John Ball: 

"When Adam delved and Eve span, 
Who was then the gentleman?'' 

Erasmus caught the spirit of English freedom and wrote to the 
nobles of his day in language reminding us of Lincoln: "What 
power and sovereignty soever you have, you have it by the consent 
of the people.'' The reformed religion, too, became a spiritual 
foundation for democracy. Latimer preached that before God's 
judgment seat all would be equal, since princes and ploughmen 
alike were made of one matter. Puritanism also represented the 
great leveling tendency which we call democracy, since it was the 
expression of a people seeking a progressive spiritual government, 
as opposed to the stagnation of the Church, and demanding a 
temporal power capable of protecting that spiritual growth. 

Parliament had conceded much power to the Tudor sovereigns 
because in them the national aspirations of the people found ade
quate voice. If the Parliament, which under Elizabeth had become 
Puritan, had felt the need of asserting its power, the queen's 
popularity and ability to compromise had postponed the struggle. 
But the temper of the age was changing. Men everywhere were 
anticipating the rule of law. The Puritan by his very religious 
belief was urged to seek laws governing his attitude toward life, 
and to accept or reject any claim according as it conformed to his 
conception of Divine will. A Puritan Parliament, then, was likely 
to challenge any usurpation of prerogative by a Ruler not bound 
by ancient law. 

The Renaissance and the Reformation, which had so greatly 
affected the continent of Europe, had neither of them attained on 
English soil the headway that the one had in Italy and the other 
in Germany. Yet familiarity with both of these movements and 
the stimulus they afforded, forced a departure from conservatism 
and inertia, to a new nationalism, a new cosmopolitanism. But in 
England more than on the continent, it was the royal house which 
underwent a metamorphosis during this period. Because of thil? 
fact, the English found their lawful expression through the Prince, 
and events gravitated more and more around his person. Thus it 
was that both Henry the Eighth and Elizabeth had such tremen-
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dous influence on their times. They were in harmony with their 
people; their acts an expression of their age. 

The quarrel with Rome, in England, was based too on Nationality 
rather more than on doctrine. The people had felt for a long 
time that their interests and welfare were bound up in an English 
King rather than in a foreign potentate. The development of this 
feeling grew until, in the reign of Elizabeth, the country became 
fairly confirmed in its Anglicanism. It was Elizabeth's greatness 
to direct her people in harmony with the desires of a majority 
of them, and to stimulate their best spiritual instincts. But in her 
later years the queen grew more formalistic and turned deaf ears 
on those who sought to purify, or simplify the church service. To 
this end in 1566 she promulgated certain orders which prescribed 
the minimum of ceremonial for· church services, and deprived of 
his holdings any clergyman who failed to conform by a certain 
date. The dissenters were divided into three groups, those who 
desired to remain in a simplified national church, those who de
sired a state church but one based on the Presbyterian model which 
rejected the spiritual leadership of the Sovereign; and the third 
group, the Separatists, who rejected entirely the idea of a state 
church and maintained that the '' Christian Church should be com
posed exclusively of Christian Men.'' All these types were repre
sented in the Great Migration to New England, but the Separatist 
or Congregational type was by far the most numerous. 

Laws for the punishment of non-conformists became more severe 
until the Conventicle Act of 1593 forced all recalcitrants to '' Ab
jure this realm of England and all other of the Queen's Majesty's 
dominions forever.'' The immediate effect of this act was the 
migration to Holland of the Pilgrims, who later, in the Mayflower, 
were to precede their fellow-sufferers to the New World. 

Elizabeth's reign had nevertheless been one of compromise. She 
did try to insist on uniformity, but refused to allow any active 
persecution. As a result her rule was wise and the Queen remained 
popular until her death in 1603. 

Under the first kings of the Stuart line the popularity of the 
sovereigns was lost and the spirit of compromise disappeared. This 
was due largely to the stubborn insistance on the part of the rulers 
on the theory of Divine Right. This claim was embodied by the 
Anglican theologians in the declaration that '' Sovereignty in its 



132 T H E N E W E N G L A N D M I G R A T I O N 

origin is the prerogative of royal birthright.'' They declared that 
passive obedience to the monarch was a religious obligation. This 
was, of course, directly opposed to the spirit of Puritanism, and 
so by the time that James had been on the throne a decade, these 
two opposing conflicting theories had become permanently hostile. 
The conflict thus engendered was continued with greater severity 
under the leadership of Archbishop Laud who sought a via media 
for the Anglican Church between the extremes of Romanism and 
Calvinism. As a result large numbers felt obliged to quit the 
Anglican Communion. So it came about that Crown and Church 
allied found themselves for the first time opposed to the majority 
of the English people, who feared the loss of their religious liberty. 
It was this fear that impelled so many "devoted to an authority 
higher than that of Kings'' to seek in the New World a haven from 
English conformity. 

Thus we have seen the political and religious impulses which 
were behind the New England migration, but it is interesting to 
take a brief glance at that England from which our ancestors 
came. To have lived in Puritan England in the opening years of 
the Seventeenth Century was to have been a contemporary of 
Bacon and Raleigh, of Drake and Sidney, of Milton and Shake
speare; it meant living in a really great period. The Elizabethan 
age was one of which Englishmen have been justly proud ever 
since. Elizabeth, last of the Tudors, died in 1603, but the impress 
of her reign, the culmination of a century of change, was to affect 
greatly the future of all men of English birth. 

Life in England in the early seventeenth century was an inter
esting one. "Merrie England" did not wholly disappear while the 
Tudors ruled. Foreign commerce was greatly stimulated by the 
defeat of the Armada in 1588, and as a result comforts, and even 
luxuries, became common where before a bare living had sufficed 
for the tiller of the soil, and English life for the most part in those 
days was still largely rural, agriculture still being the chief occu
pation of the average Englishman. Manor houses with gables and 
glass windows replaced the cheerless medieval castle, and com
fortable cottages now housed the farmer and his family. 

Socially there were the two great classes, the Gentry and the 
Commons, but in each class there were, then as now, many grada
tions. The English nobility has always been recruited from the 
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ranks of the common people, so the daughter of a well-to-do yeo
man, with the broad acres and large income of her father as dower, 
made no mesalliance in marrying into the family of a needy gentle
man. 

Opportunity for education was not lacking; and it was no un
common occurrence for the common young lads of that time to 
study Latin, Logic, and Rhetoric, as well as the three R's. Oxford 
and Cambridge were even then national institutions for the training 
of ideas, manners, and character. Schools known well today were 
already enjoying more than a local reputation, for we read that: 
'' The four youths who came from Muscovy to study English and 
Latin were distributed between Eton and Winchester." Commu
nity needs were provided for by district schools. We learn, for 
example, that in Stratford-on-Avon the local "Rector scolarum" 
was established in 1295. There the youthful Shakespeare must 
have perused his horn-book with the other lads of the vicinity and 
there made note of 

"the whining schoolboy with his satchel 
And shining morning face, creeping like snail 
Unwillingly to school:" 

Plenty and hospitality went hand in hand, for we note that 
Elder William Brewster, later of Plymouth, provided the Sabbath 
dinner for all the members of the Pilgrim congregation that met 
to worship with him weekly. Nor were hospitality and good cheer 
confined to the gentle folk; Harrison tells us again that "both the 
artificer and the husbandman are sufficiently liberal and friendly 
at their tables; and when they meet, they are so merry without 
inward Italian or French craft and subtlety, that it would do a 
man good to be found in company among them.'' Small wonder 
then that the early American settler, subsisting on the plainer, 
coarser food of the New World, sometimes sighed for the bountiful 
fleshpots of Old England! 

We have now glanced briefly at the political development, the 
religious struggle and the social conditions of 17th century Eng
land, the Puritan background. Let us examine the quality of great 
migration. 

Some one has said that '' Dukes don't migrate,'' but there were 
at least three noble houses represented among the great Puritan 
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families of early New England. We have the records of 109 grad
uates of Cambridge and 30 of Oxford Universities together with 
their degrees and colleges. So high a percentage of educated men 
assured the colony of an unusual opportunity for culture and 
learning. The character of the people who came to the Bay Colony 
is well summarized by John Richard Green in his '' Short History 
of the English People.'' H e says, '' The immigrants were in great 
part men of the professional and middle classes; some of them men 
of large landed estate, some zealous clergymen, like Cotton, Hooker 
and Williams, some shrewd London lawyers or young scholars from 
the universities. The bulk were God-fearing farmers from Lin
colnshire and the Eastern Counties. They desired, in fact, only the 
best as sharers in their enterprise.'' 

We believe then, that in racial stock, political experience, and 
social qualities, no nation has ever had so fortunate a beginning 
as we of New England. The Stock, then, was of superior quality. 

The Soil too we believe, was favorable for the development of 
the English stock which was planted on it. Already in the 16th 
and 17th centuries the coast of North America had become well 
known. Sebastian Cabot in 1497 had followed the earlier Norse 
voyagers and during the reign of Queen Elizabeth we find the new 
world explored by intrepid sailors like Frobisher, Raleigh, and 
Gilbert. New England was visited by Gosnold in 1602 and in 
1605 Samuel de Champlain coasted through the same waters, strew
ing French place names which still remain. H e reported a great 
deal of land cleared up and planted with Indian Corn, with no lack 
of fine trees. In 1614, ,John Smith mapped the coast from Penob
scot to Cape Cod and refers to '' The Countrie of Massachusetts 
which is the Paradise of all these parts. The seacoast as you pass 
shows you all along large corn fields and great troupes of well 
proportioned people." (This was before the great pestilence of 
1616-1617.) 

There is much testimony from the pens of original settlers about 
their impressions of their new homes. Among these, perhaps the 
best known is the account of the Reverend Francis Higginson, first 
minister of the plantation at Salem in the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony. A few quotations from his correspondence will be of 
interest. He says, '' The form of the earth here in the superficies 
of it is neither too flat in the plainesse, nor too high in the Hills, 



T H E N E W E N G L A N D M I G R A T I O N 135 

but partakes of both in a mediocritie, and fit for Pasture, or for 
Plow or meddow ground. The fertilitie of the Soyle is to be 
admired at, as appeareth in the aboundance of Grasse. In our 
plantation we have already a quart of milk for a penny; but the 
aboundant increase of Corne proves this country to be a wonder
ment." Of one of the settlers he writes, "that of the setting of 
13 gallons of Corne he hath an increase of it 52 Hogsheads every 
Hogshead holding 7 Bushels, and every Bushel was sold to the 
Indians for as much Beaver as was worth 18 shillings, so of this 
corn which was worth 6 shillings 8 pence he made about 327 
pounds, as by reckoning will appear.'' 

'' For Woode,'' he continues, '' there is no better in the W orlde 
I thinke. A poor servant here, may afford to give more wood for 
Timber & Fire as good as the world yields, than many Noble men 
in England can afford to do.'' Of the richness of the Sea he tells 
of a fish called a Basse, a most sweet and wholesome fish as ever 
I did eate, and Lobsters so great and fat and lucious that they 
weighed 16 pound, and others they assure me have weighed 25 
pound.'' 

'' And as for water the country is full of dainty springs and great 
rivers and some lesser brooks, and we may digge W els and find 
water where we wish.'' 

'' The Temper of the Aire of New England is one speciall thing 
that commends this place. Many that have been wealre and sickly 
in Old England, by coming hither have been thoroughly healed 
and grown healthfull strong.'' 

So at some length Mr. Higginson covers the disposition, as he 
says, "of the foure Elements, Earthe, Water, Aire, and Fire," 
and in conclusion testifies: '' Thus much I can affirme in generall, 
that I never came in a more Goodly Country in all my life, all 
things considered.'' 

It would appear then that the Soil of New England was one 
favorable to the growth of a great people. 

Let us now glance at the fruit of this sturdy stock thus planted 
among our New England hills and vales. Very early, provision 
was made for a school in each community, then, only six years 
after Boston was made the colonial capital, the college was founded 
at Newtowne. In due course Yale followed Harvard and then as 
the colonies progressed there sprang up Dartmouth, Amherst and 
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the host of colleges and schools which today literally cover the 
New England states. Here it might be interesting to note that the 
oldest preparatory school west of the Alleghanies is a New England 
founded academy called Punahou, and located in Honolulu. 

The energy of the new colonists was astounding, for no sooner 
had they fairly settled themselves on the coast than eager eyes were 
turned to the west and soon whole congregations were on the way 
to found newer homes in the interior. This great westward trek 
was largely New England from the very beginning and ceased only 
when the waves of the far and unknown Pacific had been reached. 

Bear in mind that the original migration was not sensibly in
creased by any stream of immigrants before the middle of the 19th 
century and that prior to that time, that is by 1850, there had 
migrated across the Hudson River to various western points over 
one and a half million New Englanders. Of these some 13,000 had 
already reached the Pacific coast and over 200,000 were west of the 
Mississippi stretched from the wilds of Minnesota to the slave
troubled Kansas-Nebraska borderlands, where their New England 
place names still survive them. 

But if New England was fecund it was equally virile. The 
outburst of mechanical genius which was the basis of our industry 
was accompanied by the flowering of our greatest literary age the 
production of our most illustrious philosophers. 

We have neither the time nor space here to record the harvest 
of the Puritan crop, but let me quote briefly from the pen of an 
octogenarian Yankee now living in California, who, like his colonial 
ancestors, sighs a bit for the beloved homeland. He writes: "It 
strikes me rather remarkable, even for Massachusetts, to discover 
that, of all the people who have been elected to the Hall of Fame, 
by nation-wide vote, and whose birthplaces are spread over 16 states 
and 7 foreign countries, no less than 27 or 37½ per cent of the 
total 72 elected, were Massachusetts born. It recalls vividly the 
remark of Daniel Webster in his reply to Hayne, '' Massachusetts, 
there she stands.'' He then continues, '' An airplane pilot circling 
over old Concord, on a clear day, may see all of the towns and cities 
where these 23 were born, the farthest town being less than an 
hour's ride by auto away. But Old Concord was not unique. We 
of Worcester can point with equal pride to a series of inventions 
of the first importance in their effect on our daily lives, all of which 
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were the product of local genius. Let us mention only the Type
writer, the Sewing machine, the Spring Bed to say nothing of such 
revolutionary devices as the Cotton Gin, the Carding Machine and 
the use of Ether as an agent to relieve human suffering. 

But what of the present, I am impressed every day with the 
boundless energy of our people and the great variety of the fruit 
of their activities. Consider yourself. You live today, here, better 
than any king of old has ever lived. For sustenance, you take toll 
of the fruits of the wide world, in variety and quality never before 
known. Your homes are more comfortable and sanitary than any
where else in the world. At the end of a wire in your chamber you 
may talk with whom you will or listen to the world's greatest sym
phonies. A turn of the dial and you listen to the latest news from 
afar, an operatic production, or a Presidential message. 

So I trust that you will agree that the Puritan Migration to New 
England was the planting of a great stock in a congenial soil and 
that the essential culture was in and of them and that the cultiva
tion process is still in active process in our midst. 

It is only by continuing this harrowing, weeding, fertilizing work 
that we shall continue to build up our citizenry. Eternal vigilance 
is truly the price of that Liberty so bravely planted, so hardly won, 
and which it is our daily privilege to safeguard. 



EARLY BLAST FURNACE OPERATIONS IN 
WORCESTER COUNTY 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society by 
Zelotes W. Coombs, February 8, 1929 

The industrial development of Worcester County, indeed of all 
New England, has been a tribute to native perseverance, coupled 
with Yankee ingenuity. Handicapped in natural resources, our 
ancestors brought to the rugged shores and sterile fields of New 
England a leadership in industrial undertakings of which we, a 
later generation, may well be proud. This county has been a 
leader in producing men of genius; in some lines, as, for instance, 
the manufacture of wire and of woodworking machinery, it has 
led the world. Nor is this to be wondered at when we consider that 
long list of immortals who first saw the light of day among its 
rugged hills, Eli Whitney, the Howe brothers, Thomas Blanchard, 
Erastus Bigelow, and the others. 

Certain lines of manufacture have seemed almost indigenous to 
certain localities, leather, t extile, iron and steel in their infinite 
forms, the chair industry. So we have the shoe towns of Lynn 
and Brockton, the textile centres, Lowell, Lawrence, Fall River, 
New Bedford, nails and tacks about Taunton and Fairhaven, chairs 
in northern Worcester County. But Worcester County has received 
within its borders, or has seen started there, every one of these 
industries, and infinitely more. Today it has representatives of 
most of them, and the city of Worcester itself, a great industrial 
centre, second in the state only to Boston, owes its prominence not 
only to its skilled and intelligent workmen, but also to its wide 
diversity of manufactured products. 

To the casual observer it may seem odd that numerous manu
facturers of iron and steel early found a home in Worcester 
County. It was, however, the demand for the finished products 
rather than the supply of raw material, that called the industries 
into being. So we may easily understand how the water power 
on the many streams of the county, at first employed in grinding 
grain and in sawing lumber, was presently diverted to the forging 
of hoes, shovels, scythes, axes, cutting tools of every variety, fire
arms, builders' hardware, all articles of prime necessity to the 
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pioneers of those early days. These articles had been forged by 
hand in earlier times, and the blacksmith was a most important 
member of society. His skill and his ingenuity were powerful 
factors in the industrial development of the entire country, and 
fully as much in that of this county. 

As t ime went on foundries were established at many centres, 
and from them came every form of cast iron product, hollow ware 
for household use, stoves, furnaces, the infinite variety of articles 
that the foundry yields. The development was logical into simpler 
forms of machinery, the joint product of blacksmith and foundry
man, with the skill of the woodworker often contributing. 

Then came the most complex forms of machinery, the application 
of steam power to supplement water power, later of electricity. 
The crude and simple shops and factories that lined Mill Brook, 
Tatnuck Brook, Beaver Brook, and Kettle Brook, gave way to the 
immense plants that make Worcester the great industrial centre it 
is; plants that today could find in Worcester's streams, hardly 
sufficient water for making steam; plants that are now drawing 
their power, in many instances, through the electric wires from 
sources hundreds of miles away. 

In Whitinsville, then a part of Mendon, where now stands the 
great factory of the Whitin Company, a forge was in operation 
more than 200 years ago. Sutton was early famed for its hoes, 
scythes, and shovels, Millbury for its firearms, and Armory Village 
still preserves an echo of that industry. Leicester was the home 
of the manufacture of card clothing, Douglas produced its famous 
axes, and so on through the list. 

The iron and steel were largely imported as raw pig or bar iron, 
but, strange as it may seem in these days when Pittsburgh and 
Birmingham are turning out their millions of tons of iron and steel 
annually, there were a number of blast furnaces in Worcester 
County in early days, which actually smelted the poor bog-iron ore 
found in various localities in the county by means of charcoal 
produced from the trees of the forests. These furnaces were indeed 
crude, as were the methods employed. So, too, the product was 
crude but it served until changed conditions brought new demands, 
new methods, and new sources of supply. 

That iron is the most important metal needs no proof. The use 
of iron in its varied forms marks the development of the human 
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race from barbarism to civilization. Cast iron, wrought iron, and 
steel have been known from the earliest times. The Egyptians were 
familiar with iron and with the methods of obtaining it probably 
before the time of Moses. The Assyrians also used it at an early 
date. Steel manufactured in India found its way very early into 
P ersia and the West under the name of Parthian iron. 

Iron occurs in many ores in nature but never in a pure form, 
except possibly in meteorites. The percentage of the metal in the 
ores varies from as high as 72 per cent in magnetic iron ore 
(Fe30,), down to 20 per cent in what is called black-band, a form 
of clay iron-stone. 

The variety of iron ore of especial interest to us in our discussion 
is the brown hematite, or hydrated sesquioxide of iron (FeOa, 
3H20). This form of ore, when loose and porous, is called bog-iron 
ore, and this is the form of ore used by the earlier blast furnace 
operators in Worcester County. Its percentage of iron varies from 
25 per cent in the poorer specimens, to over 60 per cent in the 
richer. This brown hematite occurs in many other parts of New 
England besides Worcester County. The deposits in Salisbury and 
Kent in Western Connecticut are especially rich. Here the ore 
is also called limonite. This Connecticut ore is compact, unusually 
rich in metal content, and the iron made from it formerly enjoyed 
a high reputation. Similar deposits occur at Richmond in Western 
Massachusetts, and at Cumberland, R. I. The iron produced at 
these two localities has also stood high in quality. 

The hematite, or bog-iron ore, the material employed in the 
blast furnace operations of Worcester County, is of such interest in 
this brief sketch as to merit a fairly full discussion. I quote from 
Hitchcock's report on the Geology, Mineralogy, Botany and Zoology 
of Massachusetts, published in 1833 : 

'' In the western part of Worcester County and over a large 
extent of territory, the process by which bog-iron ore is produced 
and deposited is so manifest that it deserves description. The 
gneiss rock there abounds with the sulphuret of iron. This is 
continually undergoing a decomposition by the action of air, heat, 
and moisture; and becomes changed, first, into an oxide, and then, 
some of it, into a sulphate. The oxide usually imbibes more or 
less of carbonic acid from the atmosphere, and is changed into a 
carbonate, which is soluble in water. Or, the oxide being washed 
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from the rocks by rain, into cavities, meets with water containing 
carbonic acid by which it is dissolved. Once dissolved it is readily 
transported to ponds and swamps, and there deposited by the 
evaporation of the water. In the region above referred to, this 
process may be witnessed in all its stages. By breaking the rock 
we find the sulphuret unchanged, while the surface is coated over 
with the oxide, sulphate, and carbonate. The soil, also, to a con
siderable depth, exhibits very strikingly the color of iron rust; and 
in the low grounds the bog-ore is abundant.'' 

"Probably," Hitchcock goes on to say, "a similar theory will 
apply to the production of this ore in other parts of the state; 
though I know of no spot where the process is so obvious as in 
Worcester County. Indeed, the fact that very many of our bog 
ore deposits are buried several feet deep by soil, and occur on dry 
ground, shows that in these places the process of its formation has 
long since ceased. In several ponds in the southeast part of the 
state, it is said, however, that it is forming rapidly." 

This poor material formed, then, the basis of the early iron 
industry in this part of the country. 

The earliest form of blast furnace in which the iron ore was 
worked was probably merely an excavation on the windward side 
of a hill, into which the ore was introduced, with the fuel, gen
erally charcoal, and some form of flux, usually limestone. Under 
the intense heat, molten iron was produced, and this, being heavier 
than the rest of the mass, sank to the bottom of the pit and was 
drawn off. The slag, being lighter, could also be drawn off through 
an opening higher up. 

As time went on an artificial blast was applied by means of a 
rude bellows of skin, worked, first by hand or foot, later by horse 
power, finally by water power. The form of furnace called the 
Catalan still embodies these simple essentials, although many addi
tions and improvements have been made. A description of the 
furnace used in Massachusetts will be given later. 

When our ancestors came to this country they brought with 
them a strong iron-working tradition. Iron had doubtless been 
manufactured in Britain by the Phoenicians soon after they dis
covered the island about 600 B.C. Caesar found plenty of iron 
there when he landed in 55 B.C. Hadrian, 120 A.D., built a great 
military forge at Bath. Intermittently iron was made in the 
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British Isles during the Middle Ages. But in 1588, in the reign 
of Elizabeth, severe laws were enacted by Parliament to prevent 
the further destruction of the forests in the manufacture of char
coal for iron smelting purposes. Coal was then tried and was suc
cessfully employed as early as 1619, but importations of iron from 
Russia and Sweden continued large. Ultimately English produc
tion of iron greatly increased, new processes were invented and 
perfected, and finally steel was produced so cheaply and in such 
quantity that it has largely supplanted wrought and even cast-iron. 

The development of the iron industry in this country offers many 
interesting phases. The Indians, whom the first settlers found 
here, had no knowledge of iron, save, possibly, in exceptional cases, 
where practically pure iron had been found in meteors. The metal 
was first produced in America in a bloomery, as it was called, of 
the Virginia Company, by John Berkeley, in 1622, on the James 
River, about twelve miles below where Richmond now stands. This 
forge was soon destroyed by the Indians, and the Virginia settlers, 
finding the tobacco trade so profitable, produced no more iron 
until 1724. 

The people in Massachusetts Bay built an iron-mill at Lynn in 
1631. Little came of this effort. But in 1644 a blast furnace was 
set up at Hammersmith, in what is now Saugus, then a part of 
Lynn. In 1646 a blast furnace was erected at Braintree, and in 
1652 one in that part of Taunton now forming the town of Rayn
ham. These three undertakings were directed by the same London 
company, John Winthrop, Jr., being the representative in this 
country. The company agreed to produce and sell bar iron under 
£20 per ton. Many iron pots and other articles of hardware were 
produced and found a ready market. During King Philip's War 
the various furnaces were compelled to suspend operations, but 
after the year 1702 the increasing price of iron in England gave 
profitable employment to the iron-makers, and the manufacture of 
iron became a regular industry in the colonies, along with many 
others that had sprung up and become firmly established. In the 
year 1702 a furnace was built at Plymouth, and it was followed by 
many others in that part of the country, a strong factor in their 
location being the abundant supply of bog-iron ore, as well as the 
ready market close at hand. It may be noted here that, as time 
went on, ore of higher grade was imported from New Jersey or 
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Pennsylvania, and mixed in the blast furnace with the poor bog
iron ore. The low grade of ore demanded much more fuel than 
that richer in metal content, hence the forests in the vicinity of the 
furnaces suffered severely. All the blast furnaces of that time 
made castings directly from the furnace. Later pig-iron was im
ported directly from Pennsylvania for use in the New England 
furnaces, being melted there and then run off into molds. By this 
time many other blast furnaces had sprung up in different colonies, 
and some had become famous for their products. In New York, the 
furnace at Ancram, built in 1740, and using ore from the famous 
mines at Salisbury, Conn., produced over 3300 tons of pig-iron 
and over 1300 tons of bar-iron from 1750 to 1756. At this plant 
was forged, in six weeks, the great iron chain weighing 186 tons, 
stretched across the Hudson River at West Point in 1778. 

Early in the 18th century so much iron was being produced in 
the colonies that a considerable quantity was exported to England. 
Agitation against such trade soon followed and in 1750 Parliament 
passed a law absolutely prohibiting, as a common nuisance, the 
production of bar-iron and steel in the colonies. Pig-iron was still 
produced and exported in large quantities. With this prohibition 
came renewed activity in the iron industry. But the American 
Revolution seriously interrupted this industry except for military 
purposes, and for years after the Revolution foreign competition 
practically eliminated the manufacture of iron and steel in the 
colonies. Not until 1790 did it revive. That year saw the report 
of Alexander Hamilton which strongly favored the adoption of the 
protective policy for this country. This policy stimulated the iron 
industry, as it did so many others. 

I have mentioned the establishment of blast furnace and various 
forms of iron manufacture in Plymouth and Bristol counties. The 
heavy forests there, furnishing the charcoal, and the rich deposits 
of bog-iron ore in the ponds and lakes of that district, were leading 
factors in the growth of the industry. Bridgewater became an 
iron-working centre, so Carver, Kingston, Plympton, Easton, Nor
ton, Middleboro, Wareham, Halifax, Dighton, Weymouth, Taun
ton. In 1798 the counties of Plymouth and Bristol had in opera
tion 14 blast furnaces, six air furnaces, 20 forges, seven rolling and 
slitting mills, and many smaller nail and blacksmith shops. Blast 
furnaces were also established in other parts of the state, where 
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good ore and forests to supply charcoal were found, especially in 
the Berkshires. 

Today, when we contemplate the concentration of the iron and 
steel industry of this country in such vast centres as Pittsburgh, 
Pa., and Birmingham, Ala., we marvel that our own Worcester 
County at one time boasted several blast furnaces that were in suc
cessful operation for many years. Iron in the form of the sulphide, 
iron pyrites, occurs in many places in the county. But this form 
of ore, because of its large sulphur content, cannot be worked profit
ably for the production of the metal although it has a distinct value 
as the source of copperas, that is, iron sulphate. In 1828 there 
was opened in Hubbardston a plant for the manufacture of cop
peras. A new road was constructed that year from Hubbardston 
to Templeton. The workmen, cutting through a ledge, discovered 
a rich deposit of iron pyrites. The copperas plant established at 
that time was in successful operation for many years, its product 
enjoying a high reputation. Ultimately, however, the manufacture 
was given up, the cost of labor and of transportation being so high. 

Bishop, in his history of American manufactures, notes a blast 
furnace erected on the Ware River, in Hardwick, prior to 1773. 
He also mentions bloomery forges, that is, blast furnaces, erected 
in the towns of Mendon, Harvard, Western, the old name of 
Warren, once a part of Brookfield, and Northboro. He speaks of 
iron works at Westminster, and we know that there was a rod and 
nail mill there on the Wachusett River, at Wachusettville. Bishop 
also speaks of a forge in Douglas, supplied with ore from a mine 
in Uxbridge. 

Now there were, undoubtedly, blast furnaces at Hardwick, West
ern, or Brookfield, Northboro, and in Mendon, at what is now 
Whitinsville and at what is now Blackstone, or just over the state 
line at Woonsocket. At Douglas was the famous forge that pro
duced the axes but I question whether Douglas ever possessed a 
real blast furnace that smelted the ore. No record exists of such 
a furnace at Harvard. But the blast furnaces that did exist used 
the bog-iron ore so fully discussed previously, which occurs in the 
tertiary formation throughout Massachusetts. The flux employed 
was limestone. This occurs but infrequently in the eastern part of 
the state but is, of course, abundant in the western part, the mar
bles of Lee and adjacent towns having long been famous. 
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Joseph Washbourne, of Braintree, who established one of the 
blast furnaces at Hardwick, received a grant from the General 
Court of a limestone tract in Ashfield for the use of his furnace. 
Only four deposits of limestone are known ,in Worcester County. 
There is the famous quarry in Bolton, worked for many years as a 
source of lime for mortar in building construction, and visible 
today, an object of beauty and of interest although no longer a 
source of lime. Doubtless some of this Bolton lime found its way 
to the nearer blast furnaces for use as a flux. There is a deposit of 
limestone in Northboro, on the Marshall Maynard farm in the 
Ghost Hill district. The kiln at the Bolton quarry is still standing, 
and that in Northboro was standing until recently. Small lime
stone deposits have been located in Millbury and in Webster, and 
these possibly contributed flux material for smelting purposes. It 
is interesting to note that the furnaces nearer the seaboard made 
use of the seashells so abundant there. But this use of the shell
fish so interfered with the food supply of the colonists that the 
General Court passed a law putting a stop to it. 

Dr. James Thacher, who was one of the proprietors of the famous 
Federal furnace, at Carver, has left a good description of a blast 
furnace of the period. This Federal furnace was erected in 1794 
and Dr. Thacher wrote his description ten years later. Even at 
that date, although the production of pig-iron had nearly ceased 
in Plymouth County, there were ten blast furnaces in operation 
for making castings, besides as many forges employed in the manu
facture of bar iron from scraps and old cast-iron. These forges 
produced about 200 tons of bar iron annually. 

The Federal furnace was 20 feet high above the hearth, and 
eight feet wide at the widest part. The blast · was produced by 
two huge bellows, 22 feet long by four feet wide, producing alter
nately the blast through power furnished by a water-wheel 25 feet 
in diameter. Two or three blasts of 16 to 18 weeks each were made 
in this furnace continuously, during which 360 tons of hollow ware 
and other castings were produced. For producing this amount of 
iron and castings 2130 cords of wood, converted into 1420 loads of 
charcoal were employed, the value of this charcoal being $3,550. 
The ore used amounted to 726 tons, costing $6 per ton, a total of 
$4,356. Two sets of stone were needed for the hearth, and the 
bill for this was $153.32. The foundryman was paid $1 per ton, a 
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total of $360. The compensation to the moulders and other work
men amounted to $2,331. Thus we see that the total cost of pro
ducing iron castings directly from the blast furnace was not a 
slight one. (Approximately 120 bushels of charcoal were r equired 
to smelt one ton of iron. ) In addition to the hollow ware of all 
kinds, this furnace produced at that time such articles as rolls for 
slitting machines, cast-iron cylinders, the huge kettles used in the 
manufacture of potash, also for various farm operations, stoves, 
fire-backs and grates, plates, anvils, hammers of all kinds, andirons, 
many varieties of cannon shot, and varied forms of machinery for 
mills and factories. 

This furnace and its products are mentioned in some detail 
because they may be considered typical of the blast furnaces of the 
period. And we must remember that among the colonists of New 
England domestic utensils were not numerous, and that many of 
those now in use and very generally of sheet iron, copper, or 
aluminum, were at that time but poorly supplied by much cruder 
vessels of cast-iron. 

The actual processes used by those early founders are interesting 
and have been transmitted in great detail. The hearth of the fur
nace was of sandstone, as were the sides up to a height of about 
three feet, firebrick being used above t hat. Every six days was 
called a "founday," and during this time about eight tons of iron, 
on an average, were smelted. Twenty-four loads of charcoal were 
required for the operation, a load being 80 bushels. To every load 
of charcoal, one load of "mine," as it was called, containing 18 
bushels of mi..-..:ed and broken ore that had already been roasted, 
was added. The blast was at its height in about ten weeks, and a 
hearth of good stone would last forty foundays, or weeks. During 
the period of a blast the fire never went out. The hearth was never 
used a second time. 

The forge of the period had two hammers, one called the finery, 
the other the chafery. Under the finery the iron was brought to a 
state of blooms and auconies, as they were called. The bloom was 
a mass of iron four square, two feet long, prepared by hammering 
a "loop," or mass of metal weighing about 75 pounds with iron 
sledges, upon an iron plate, and afterward with the forge hammer 
worked by water power. This operation was called '' shingling the 
loop.'' After two or three more heats at the finery the mass was I 

' 
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brought to an "aucony," the middle of which was a square bar of 
the desired shape and size, and the two ends rough square lumps. 
At the chafery the bar was completed by reducing the ends to a 
uniform size with the middle portion. Three loads of large wood 
coal made a ton of iron at the finery, and one load of small coals at 
the chafery. A man and boy at the finery would make two tons of 
iron per week, and two men at the chafery would make five or six 
tons a week. 

It was a noteworthy coincidence that pine forests were always 
found in the near vicinity of iron ore deposits. The charcoal made 
from pine wood was especially prized in the process of producing 
iron, the belief being that the quality of the iron was better if pine 
wood charcoal were used. One and one-half cords of wood were 
estimated to produce 80 bushels of charcoal, and six men could 
manufacture 200 loads of charcoal in three months. As noted 
above, a load of charcoal was composed of 80 bushels. An acre of 
well-wooded land would yield about 20 loads. About 120 bushels 
of charcoal were required to smelt one ton of pig-iron. Each fur
nace employed eight or nine men, besides woodcutters, coal-makers, 
carters, and common laborers. 

The blast furnaces in Worcester County were in Hardwick, 
Western, now Warren, at that time a part of Brookfield, Northboro, 
and at two places in Mendon, as the town then existed. The fur
nace at Western, or Warren, was near the centre of the present 
village of Warren. It was on the Quaboag River, just above the 
present bridge crossing that stream at a point beyond the public 
square. The privilege was known as the Hayward privilege, George 
Hayward had built a saw and grist mill there about 1720. The 
blast furnace was 30 rods below the mill barn. The ore was prob
ably secured from Lake Wickaboag in what is now West Brookfield, 
and the limestone may well have come down from Ashfield, from 
the W ashbourne grant. Another iron furnace was later built on 
Five-Mile River, in the extreme northeast corner of the present 
town of Warren. Jonathan and Nicholas Jenks built this furnace 
and were later joined in partnership by Daniel and Wheat Gilbert. 
This enterprise continued about twenty years but was never 
profitable. 

In later years Jonathan Stevens built a grist mill at East Brook
field, and subsequently a company was formed to operate a blast 
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furnace and machine shop there but the undertaking did not long 
continue. The present Lake Lashaway in East Brookfield was 
formerly called Furnace Pond. 

The furnaces at Hardwick, of which there were two, in different 
locations, were for years important industries in that town. At 
the original division of lands by the proprietors, a mill lot, some
times called, also, the saw mill lot, was laid out, and included part 
of what is now called Furnace Village. Moose Brook, a lively 
stream now, as it was then, furnished the water power, and that 
power is used even today. A saw and grist mill was erected at an 
early date, later a cloth :finishing mill. About the middle of the 
18th century a furnace for the manufacture of iron hollow ware 
was constructed. This was before 1763. It furnished employment 
to many persons for over sixty years. By far the greater part of 
the ore for this furnace was procured from Lake Wickaboag in 
West Brookfield, being dredged from the bottom of the lake and 
transported over the road in ox-drawn carts. The flux was prob
ably the limestone brought down from Ashfield under the grant 
to Joseph W ashbourne noted previously. In spite of the large 
expense entailed in procuring the iron ore, the business yielded a 
satisfactory profit for many years. 

The products of this furnace were varied. Among them were 
kettles of various sizes including the enormous ones used in the 
potash industry, then an important one, teakettles, pans, spiders, 
skillets, and even smaller kitchen utensils. For all of these a ready 
market was obtained. 

During the war of the Revolution this furnace rendered espe
cially valuable service in furnishing the articles just enumerated 
and, in addition, cannon balls of various calibre and other muni
tions of war. In October, 1776, a call went forth from the Massa
chusetts House of Representatives for the militia of Worcester 
County and of other sections of the commonwealth to march to 
Ticonderoga on some alarm. The owners of the Hardwick furnace 
thereupon addressed the following petition: 

To the Hon. Council and the Hon. House of Representatives of 
the State of Massachusetts Bay in New England, humbly show 
Stephen Rice and James Wood in behalf of themselves and part
ners, owners of a furnace at Hardwick in the County of Worcester, 
that your petitioners have a,,,<Yl'eed to furnish the commissary 
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general of this state with a large quantity of cannon ball and other 
material and stores, a part of which we have already supplied, 
which are allowed to be of the very best kind. We have with 
difficulty by reason of the scarcity of labor procured stock for 
making another blast. Wherefore, your petitioners pray that thirty 
persons, which is the number employed in carrying on our business 
of said Furnace, may be excused from the present or a future 
requisition of men during our present blast, from said towns of 
Hardwick and New Braintree. And your petitioners, as in duty 
bound, shall ever pray. 

STEPHEN RICE 

JAMES Wooo 
Dated at Watertown, October 25, 1776. 

At this furnace a blast continued for five or six months, the fire 
not being extinguished during that time. Relays of workmen gave 
unremitting service, and there was no break even on Sundays. The 
workmen hailed with great jubilation the day when the fire was 
extinguished, or, as the technical expression, was "blown out." 
Of necessity this must occur from time to time, for the purpose of 
making repairs. When the fire was extinguished a hilarious cele
bration followed, lasting several days, in which drunkenness and 
rioting were by no means uncommon. 

Early in the 19th century another furnace was erected on the 
Ware River, about a quarter of a mile above the dam at Gilbert
ville. This was still in Hardwick, the location being named the 
"New Furnace," in distinction from the "Old Furnace" already 
mentioned. The name, "New Furnace," was applied to the entire 
neighborhood until it was superseded by the present name, Gil
bertville. 

The projectors of the new enterprise were Col. Thomas Wheeler, 
a blacksmith and a very superior and skillful worker in iron, and 
Mr. Lemuel Harrington, formerly a tanner but retired from busi
ness. In the Massachusetts Spy of July 12, 1815, Jesse Bliss adver
tised that '' the new furnace lately erected by Harrington, Wheeler 
& Co., on Ware River, in Hardwick, is now in blast.'' But the 
business was not successful, and was not long continued. In 1818 
Colonel Wheeler removed to Ticonderoga, in New York, and his 
successors in the business had neither his skill nor his energy as 
iron-workers or as men of business. vVe may note in passing that 
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Col. Thomas Wheeler was the father of William A. Wheeler, who 
was later manager of the furnace in Western, and, after that, 
proprietor of an extensive iron foundry in Vv orcester. The furnace 
of Harrington, Wheeler & Co., was on the spot now occupied by the 
large factory of the Gilbert Company, on the west side of the 
Ware River. 

Rev. Peter Whitney, in his History of Worcester County, pub
lished in 1793, says that there was a blast furnace for the manu
facture of iron from bog ore in Northboro, and that many tons of 
iron had already been made. Jonathan and Ephraim Cobb built 
the iron works between 1782 and 1787, and they were probably the 
manufacturers who produced the iron mentioned by Whitney. In 
1791 Dr. Stephen Ball purchased the property, and near its western 
boundary established works for the extraction of potash from wood 
ashes, a very common and important industry at this time. The 
production of iron ceased, but the buildings, with the trip hammers 
remained for many years. 

The deposit of limestone on the Marshall Maynard farm in the 
Ghost Hill section of Northboro, has already been mentioned. Lime
stone from this deposit was doubtless used as a flux in the North
boro furnace. 

Jonathan and Ephraim Cobb bought, in 1772, the land on the 
east side of the Assabet River, where the furnace was established. 
They had the right to erect a dam, which they did, thus obtaining 
power for their trip hammers and bellows. In 1786, Jonathan 
Cobb sold his undivided half of the property for £75 to James 
Godfrey, blacksmith. The property at that time included two coal
houses, a blacksmith shop and forge, or iron works, also bellows, 
anvil, hearth-plates, and other material. The ore was obtained 
from the meadows of the Assabet River. '' There is,'' says Whit
ney, "in the vicinity a great plenty of ore, especially of the bog 
kind.'' The iron produced here was of poor quality, so brittle as 
to be called "cob iron." Tools made from it were necessarily large 
and clumsy and often broke vexatiously, as one historian says, thus 
stopping a day's work. 

Whitney speaks of a blast furnace at Mendon. Probably there 
was such a furnace at the Falls, where vV oonsocket now stands, and 
it was in operation as early as 1698. Iron ore had been found near 
East Blackstone, and the name, Ironstone, still applied to a district 
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in the present town of Uxbridge, indicates this. But at an early 
date Northbridge was included in Mendon, and Whitney may have 
referred to the blast furnace established at the Falls of the Mum
ford River as early as 1700. At a town meeting in Mendon, Sept. 
16, 1700, it was voted that "no person shall carry away any mine 
or iron ore out of or from the town common under penalty of 20 
shillings. '' This shows that iron ore existed in that part of the 
country. The furnace on the Mumford River was established there 
because of the fine water power, the abundance of wood for char
coal, and the e:i,..rpectation of finding ore in the vicinity. The fur
nace was located about 20 rods below the bridge, on the south side 
of the river. For years after the actual smelting of iron had been 
given up here a forge was maintained in the same spot, and hoes 
and scythes were manufactured there. It was on this site that 
Paul Whitin, founder of the great Whitin establishment, began his 
work as a blacksmith. Thus for over 200 years the iron industry, 
in some form or other, has been carried on at this very place. 

Douglas was famed for its axes at a very early date. W"hitney 
speaks of a furnace as existing in that town, and of Wall um Pond 
as the source of the bog ore supply which it used, but no records 
of such a furnace have come down, although Douglas axes were 
famous as early as 1790. 

The forge and slitting mill at W achusettville, on the W achusett 
River, in Westminster, has already been noted. No record of any 
blast furnace there has come down to us. There were, undoubtedly, 
other iron working establishments of various kinds in other towns 
in Worcester County, and these establishments produced a wide 
variety of products. The mills included forges, trip hammers, 
slitting machinery, and no town could do without its blacksmith 
shop. And from these various iron working shops, large and small 
came the endless variety of articles needed by the growing commu
nities. But other blast furnaces than those discussed above can 
hardly have existed in Worcester County. If they had they would 
have left some record. 

Thus we have traced, superficially, the early blast furnace opera
tions in Worcester County, and we have hinted at the beginnings 
of the iron industry now so important here. Our ancestors, who 
settled in Massachusetts, including Worcester County, were ever on 
the alert for some natural resource which would supplement the 
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sterile soil and the rocky fields. They were early driven to the 
production of iron, the metal, from the poor bog-iron ore, through 
sheer necessity. And this poor ore served its purpose, for the time 
being at least. The last furnace was blown out more than a century 
ago, but the impetus given by that early and crude undertaking 
still survives in the countless manufactures of iron and steel that 
make Worcester County the great industrial centre it is. And that 
early undertaking is still represented in the determined spirit that 
has made this county preeminent for its inventors, that has made 
New England, poor in natural resources, ever a leader in industry, 
that compels us today amid changing conditions and in the face of 
countless discouragements to have faith in our future. 



FRANKLIN P. RICE 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society by 
Robert K. Shaw, October 18, 1928 

Every brain-worker should practise some kind of handcraft by 
way of avocation. Hoeing potatoes will do, on a pinch, if your 
talents and interests provide nothing more attractive, but the man 
who never knows the feeling of a callous on his palm, or a good old 
ache along his spine, induced by physical labor, misses something 
very worth while out of life. Nowhere else perhaps has this happy 
union of mental and physical been better expressed than on the 
printer's device which Mr. Rice adopted and used on the products 
of his press: "Mens cogitat; servat manus." In his own case was 
this sentiment particularly applicable, as he tells us in that remark
able human document "Time-Notes of Franklin P. Rice" (on 
which this paper is almost exclusively based) that his regular sys
tem of composition was to stand before his type-case, with his 
composing-stick in his hand, and to put his thoughts directly into 
type, without writing anything out first. In view of this remark
ably free and easy system, the literary and stylistic results achieved 
are usually admirable. Certainly Mr. Rice practised his own 
preaching, for most assiduously did his hand preserve what his 
mind thought out ! 

Franklin P. Rice, an only child, was born in the neighboring city 
of Marlborough, July 29, 1852, and was brought by his parents 
to Worcester in the following year; his continuous residence in 
Worcester, however, dates from 1857. Of his name he says : "I 
was named Franltlin by my mother, after a cousin, and the middle 
name, Pierce, was interpolated later by my grandmother Felton, 
whose local pride was exalted by the election of a President from 
her native state-New Hampshire." It may be said here that his 
mother's influence dominated his entire career. It was his mother 
who gave him his name; tutored him at home instead of sending 
him to school;helped him in his record-work during forty years; 
traveled at his side all over this country, and finally, at the age of 
seventy-five, accompanied him to Europe. 

Not that he was wholly a stranger to the public school; in his 
''Who's Who'' sketch he states that his education was largely 
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private; on page 23 of his '' Time Notes'' we read : '' I remember 
that when I, at the age of eleven, made my first application to enter 
a public school, the teacher declined to admit me, saying that if I 
had never received regular instruction I was not qualified, but, 
after a brief examination, she acknowledged her mistake, and I 
was within a few days placed at the head of the first class . . .. In 
preparation for the study of medicine I went through Silliman 's 
Chemistry the year that I spent on my grandfather's farm (1870-
71) ... Fownes' Chemistry, adapted to the new lines of that sci
ence, I took up later, but within a short time I abandoned my 
hope of a professional course, and this, with my other medical 
books, was put away. In 1872 and later I took courses in botany 
and mineralogy under private instruction, and became deeply 
interested in the investigation of both sciences, particularly min
eralogy.'' 

Disappointed in his plans for entering the Harvard Medical 
School in 1873, because of certain unexpected developments, he 
pursued a policy of studious waiting during five of the ardent 
years of early manhood, till in 1878, at the age of twenty-six, he 
believed that he could see his way clear to the pursuit of his favorite 
studies. "But the same adverse forces again intervened, and I 
finally relinquished the purpose, but with deep regret .... I then 
thought that this was the great disappointment of my life, and 
that the effect of it would be irreparable, but a more mature judg
ment has convinced me that I did not have physical power enough 
to meet the exacting duties of a successful physician. '' 

As an autobiographer Mr. Rice, through his natural shyness and 
secretiveness, irritates the reader at times by withholding important 
personal details essential to a proper estimate of his life and char
acter. What were the exact causes obliging him to forego his 
medical studies, restraining him from marriage, underlying his 
troubles with the Society of Antiquity, involving him in expensive 
and protracted litigation, he never explains in any way satisfactory 
to the reader. '' I could readily squander $1000 then in law'' he 
bursts out unexpectedly (p. 304) "but could expend only little in 
rational enjoyment and improvement." The veil which he has 
chosen to throw over those important matters will probably never 
be lifted, and since this was his wish perhaps it is better thus. 

Before the close of his seventh year, in March, 1859, Mr. Rice's 
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young life came near being snuffed out by the dreaded scourge of 
small-pox. As soon as the attending physician learned that his 
juvenile patient had not been vaccinated, '' he informed my mother 
that she had a case of small-pox on her hands, and asked to be 
taken to my father, who was ailing in another room, and he pro
nounced his trouble the same as mine; administered his medicines 
for both, counselled my mother, and took his departure, leaving 
her with the two patients for the night to face the grim realities 
of the situation. She was equal to the conditions, resolutely met 
them, and not only took care of the sick ones without assistance, 
but performed her household duties, even to the baking of bread, 
until my grandmother came a week later; and she did not go to bed 
for twelve nights, until after I was pronounced out of danger .... 
The physician declared that my mother's assiduous nursing had 
saved my life. '' 

Taking him at his word, we must believe that Mr. Rice possessed 
a retentive memory, as he tells us that he can remember dimly 
certain events of his third year, and that from 1856, when he 
became four, in July, his recollection was comprehensive and clear, 
up to 1915. As a young lad his spirit was mightily stirred by the 
portentous events leading up to the Civil War, whereof he cites 
many striking examples: 

'' I remember vividly many incidents of the political demonstra
tions of the years that preceded the war-time. The illuminations 
and the torch-light processions of the Wide-awakes, with the music 
of the bands, excited my youthful enthusiasm to a high pitch, 
though I did not know what the commotion portended. I was not 
of an age to go to the indoor meetings but I was taken by my 
parents in the evenings through the fall to the Common or some 
other central place, whenever extraordinary outdoor parades and 
fireworks were promised.'' 

'' An invention which attracted attention during my childhood 
days was the steam Calliope, which was originated in Worcester in 
1856 by J. C. Stoddard. This was an adaptation of a combination 
of steam whistles to the musical scale. Mounted on railroad trains, 
it was used with great applause during the Fremont canvass of 
1856, and has since been popular on western river steamboats, 
discoursing music heard for miles. I knew Mr. Stoddard and saw 
him last in 1876. He was then going to Philadelphia with an im
provement of his Calliope, to demonstrate it at the Centennial. '' 
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To manual labor Mr. Rice was never a stranger, but his most 
strenuous period of hand-work must have been during the season 
of 1870-71 on his grandfather's farm in Marlborough. Owing to 
his relative's advanced age, and the difficulty of securing assistance, 
it became necessary for young Franklin, barely eighteen years old, 
and a younger cousin, to cut by hand and store away the entire 
crop of ten or twelve tons of hay; small wonder that they took the 
two long months of July and August to do it. 

"The apple yield of that year was phenomenal; in addition to 
twenty or thirty barrels of the better grade of fruit, we gathered 
over three hundred bushels of cider apples, which we sold at the 
mill for ten cents a bushel. . . . In the cold season we cut a stock 
of birch and alder wood to be used in the following summer. The 
round of the year gave me an insight into practical work which 
has been of great benefit in after life, and while I am aware that 
I did not possess the physical power necessary to become a success
ful farmer, I have, at times, had a feeling of regret that I was 
obliged to submit to my limitations of strength and execution.'' 

At this time the lad Franklin measured 5 feet, 11 inches in 
height, but weighed only 128 pounds, never exceeding 140; even 
then he was of nervous and highly sensitive temperament. He 
goes on to say of his physique and appearance: "but as I was 
round-favored, and of a rather ruddy complexion-the effect in 
part of small-pox, which left its traces in this way, and in part due 
to my out-door life, which I have always instinctively pursued-I 
had the appearance of a more robust habit. Lack of physical 
strength, which was exceptional, in my case, and an extremely 
sensitive nervous organization, unfitted me for many of the condi
tions of life which are passed through with indifference and success 
by the majority of mankind. I possessed, however, a power of 
endurance and of concentration which was a mystery until I came 
to understand my case, in a degree, after a long period of theoriz
ing and experimenting. I found that certain conditions were 
essential to my comfort and well being, and that certain rules must 
be rigidly enforced to maintain these. I was naturally temperate 
in food, and had no inclination toward tobacco or strong drink; 
and with good power of digestion I was relieved from half the 
menace and danger, which assail and often conquer humanity.'' 

The genesis of Mr. Rice's connection with the printing art is of 
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such importance that, at the risk of filling this paper with quota
tions, I must direct your attention again to the "Time-Notes." 

'' A circumstance of apparently little importance, at first, but 
which proved to have a momentous if not a controlling interest 
over my life 's work, took place some time in March, 1871. Before 
I returned to Worcester I purchased in Boston a small printing
press, and type enough to set about one octavo page. I was influ
enced in this act by the desire to put into permanent form certain 
historical materials which had come to my notice, and to make 
copies for distribution; and in my medical and scientific studies I 
thought that the press would be a useful adjunct in various ways. 
In fact, one of the first uses to which I applied the type was in 
producing a series of cards with names of minerals as given in 
Dana's Manual, to illustrate the cabinet of specimens I was then 
forming.'' 

Most of the 122 items comprising the truly amazing bibliography 
of books and pamphlets printed by this assiduous craftsman were 
produced on a No. 3 Columbian press which cost the owner $38.00. 
This statement has been received with incredulity, even by intelli
gent members of the printers' guild, but, apart from Mr. Rice's 
explicit statements, the facts almost speak for themselves. These 
items run all the way from a few cards and single sheets up to the 
elaborate and complicated Fanning Genealogy, comprising 872 
pages, in two stout octavo volumes. A hurried analysis of Mr. 
Rice's typographical and topographical activity (for he spent 
much time traveling around the county on brief journeys) during 
the forty-four years between 1871 and 1915 shows a total of thirty
eight items of twenty-four or fewer pages; thirty-eight between 
twenty-five and one hundred pages; and thirty-three exceeding one 
hundred pages, totaling the imposing figure of 11,041 pages, chiefly 
octavo and duodecimo. If we reflect that thirty-three of these 
titles represent material written, compiled or edited personally by 
Mr. Rice, we may judge that his days, including evenings, Sundays 
and holidays, provided little leisure. 

As a type-setter and proof-reader Mr. Rice showed such meticu
lous care and intelligence that it is probably ungracious on my 
part to point out that he was also human, and that on two succes
sive pages of the Time-Notes one may meet a proof-reader's error 
on each page. 
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The reading habit Mr. Rice inherited from his mother, and 
maintained through life. The novels of Maria Edgeworth, Jane 
Austen and the Brontes were Franklin's companions during his 
tender years, while "the more solid and excellent emanations of 
mind were by no means neglected ... the '' Courtship of Miles 
Standish" gave me a liking for the English hexameter, and some 
other pieces in the same volume impressed m&-'' The Golden Mile
stone" and "Daybreak"-while certain passages in his "Prome
theus'' thrilled me, young as I was. The first thing of any length 
or character that I was able to read aloud was the tenth chapter of 
St. John. This was some time in my sixth year, and I remember 
that the effort was considered quite an achievement." 

'' I began to take books from the Free Public Library in 1862, 
and I followed this for about ten years. The first volume I read 
was ''Esperanza'' by Anne Bowman, and this was selected for 
me by the librarian, Mr. Zephaniah Baker, a man of remarkable 
parts and some peculiarities, but whose knowledge of books was 
phenomenal.'' 

That Mr. Rice was emphatically his mother's boy, possessed by 
what the modern analysts call a mother fixation, is evident to any 
reader of the " Time-Notes." Mother and son were constant com
panions, she at first guiding and directing his studies, and then, 
for half a century, sharing his literary aims and efforts, helping 
him as copyist and amanuensis, and finally, past the age of three 
score and ten, accompanying him on his one grand fling: the 
journey to Europe in 1908. In fact one may suspect, with no docu
mentary support, that when Mr. Rice speaks of pursuing the sub
jects of botany and mineralogy '' under private instruction'' he 
really means that he and his mother puzzled them out together, in 
winter evenings, • around the kitchen lamp. With his father he 
apparently had little sympathy, though it is to be feared that the 
last third of his parent's life was much clouded mentally, as we 
read on page fifteen that '' In 1862 he fell from the second story of 
his house, striking his head upon a pile of stones. The effects of 
this accident were not at once apparent, and the consequences 
were not fully realized until after the lapse of several years, when 
marked eccentricities developed a condition of mental aberration 
with which his life closed.'' 

Before reaching the age of twenty, Mr. Rice began collecting a 
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private library which at one time numbered more than 3000 vol
umes. These were shelved in three book-cases, and so well did 
their owner know their places on the shelves, that, in spite of their 
being crowded in double rows, he was generally able to find what 
he wanted in the dark. This simple statement gives the plainest 
evidence of the true regard and affection that Mr. Rice had for 
his books. 

Though not a humorous man, Mr. Rice was not blind to that 
saving grace. Take an example from an experience in the cemetery 
of his native town, as noted on page 340 of the "Time-Notes": 
"The principal recollection that I have of that day is my contest 
with half a dozen dogs that had established headquarters in the 
Spring Hill burying-ground, and resented the intrusion of a 
stranger with loud vociferation, and the indications of an im
mediate dental attack upon my person. Two or three well directed 
stones cooled their ardor, and they retired to a reasonable distance, 
keeping a watch on my proceedings. The attitude of one dog, with 
a paw raised, head cocked one side, one ear up and the other down, 
watching me intently, struck me so comically that I resolved to get 
his photograph, and approached him cautiously with the camera. 
He suddenly set up a loud protest, and with his associates beat a 
hasty retreat, leaving a vista of six pairs of hind legs swiftly 
vanishing in the distance. ' ' 

Again, referring to insect pests at Meredith: '' Some years the 
presence of the evil is hardly noticeable; in others the torment 
becomes unendurable after a few days, driving me back to the city 
for relief. However, I can tolerate mosquitoes better than I can 
human blood-suckers anywhere, and I allude to this trouble as 
one of minor annoyance. '' 

Soon after the close of the Civil War much local interest was 
shown in a so-called liberal or radical movement, fostered by Prof. 
William Denton, an Englishman of magnetic personality, who 
delivered a popular and successful course of lectures here on geol
ogy. Toward the end, however, he made so many criticisms on the 
authority of the Old Testament as to antagonize the church people 
and cause them to withdraw their support. Nothing daunted, Den
ton's supporters hired Mechanics Hall for several more lecture 
courses in successive seasons. There can be no doubt as to the ultra 
radical character of this movement, from the religious viewpoint; 
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the Bible and Christianity were to be dethroned, and their places 
taken by spiritualism, logic or ethics. Mr. Rice's own spiritual 
views are here set forth :-

" I acknowledge the eternal principles of truth and equity, and 
I hope for a continuance of individual existence beyond the present 
condition, for which I feel that our conduct here will prepare us, 
as we may exert and control it. To do justly and to love mercy 
are the tenets of my creed, though I may fall far below this ideal 
in practice.'' That lVIr. Rice maintained no church affiliations will 
not seem remarkable if we reflect that he had no religious training 
as a child, his mother having dissolved her connection with Uni
tarianism and his father failing, through indifference, to maintain 
his standing with the Universalists, after moving to Worcester. 

The seriousness and extravagance of this movement are set forth 
by Mr. Rice in some detail. "It will be difficult to indicate to the 
average mind of the present time, adjusted as it is to the irrespon
sive contemplation of spiritual concerns, the intensity of feeling, 
and the almost frenzied attitude with which many of the church 
people regarded the efforts of their assailants to breal{ up the 
foundations of their faith. To them the attempt appeared solely as 
blasphemous and sacrilegious, and its participants were deemed 
worthy of the extreme penalties of common and moral law. Vio
lence was once in a while resorted to, in lieu of argument. . . . 
Stones were thrown, and other harsh means used in the purpose 
to drive the offenders away." 

Of his own connection with this movement lVIr. Rice tells us that 
he was disposed at first to be deeply influenced, but soon recovered 
his mental poise. '' I early discovered that there was a liberal as 
well as an orthodox or religious cant, and also the disposition, or 
failing in human nature, to dominate in one direction as in the 
other. So within a short time I broke away, and have never since 
fallen under the power of any system of man-made theory or 
belief." 
· The interval between 1871-78, called by lVIr. Rice the waiting 

period, was one of hope deferred, uncertainty and disappointment 
for hi-qi, but of great importance for us, as it saw the birth of this 
Society. Of these critical and harrowing years, when as a young 
man, he should properly have been launched on a definite profes
sional career, the autobiographer says: '' And yet the period from 
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1871 to 1878 proved, in its experiences, foundations and connec
tions, perhaps the most valuable one in my life's trial and disci
pline, not only in the development of faculty and intelligence ... 
but also in the formation of certain strong friendships, which, of 
life long duration and powerful influence, are my most precious 
memories, now that their representatives have passed from earth; 
and in addition some of my most important enterprises were ori
ginated, if not brought to a finish, and my identification with 
certain courses, upon which whatever small portion of credit for 
originality and execution I am entitled to, rests, was established.'' 
The foregoing paragraph is not only a striking example of the 
possibilities of mental concentration as applied to the composing
stick, but also a sufficient answer to the charge, if ever made, that 
Franklin P. Rice lived the life of a recluse, unillumined by human 
sympathy. 

As to the origin, and specially the name of the Society of Anti
quity, an effort should be made to retrace a half-century and more, 
and to seek to comprehend the basic purpose of the founders. As 
stated in the Constitution, it was designed to '' foster in its mem
bers a love and admiration for antiquarian research and archaeo
logical science, and to rescue from oblivion such historical matter 
as would otherwise be lost. '' · 

Samuel E. Staples, the first president, at the period of the mid
dle 70 's was an agent for the American Encyclopedia, but styled 
by Mr. Rice, tall, erect and high-headed; he was manager of two 
grocery-stores, and quite awe-inspiring to Mr. Rice's sensitive and 
delicate nature. Mr. Staples, who was devoted to archaeology, as 
manifested in the discoveries of Schliemann & Cesnola, is named 
by Mr. Rice as the founder of the Society of Antiquity ( as we will 
call it for now) and our chronicler goes on to tell us plainly that 
the passion of a single individual for his hobby established the 
trend of this infant organization '' for the study and consideration 
of these large subjects, which fitted the measure of his mind, and 
not for the purpose of mere local history.'' In the light of this 
revelation ( as I trust it may be to some) the Egyptian pyramids, 
sphinx and obelisk, with the enormous cinerary urn (twice the size 
of the pyramids) on the Society's seal, assume an appropriateness 
perhaps not previously realized. 

For spreading the reputation of an individual or an organiza-
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tion, no agency can compare with the printed page; a discovery 
early made and acted upon by the infant Society of Antiquity,
whose motto '' Litera scripta manet'' carries out the idea most ad
mirably. The first volume of Collections appeared in 1877 from 
the local press of Tyler and Seagrave, containing besides an essay 
on the origin of the Society, two or three editions of its Constitu
tion; the President's address by Samuel E. Staples; "Vestiges of 
American civilization," by Charles R. Johnson; "Genealogy" an 
historical or general essay by Ellery B. Crane, together with re
ports of business transacted. The treasurer's report for 1877 shows 
a total of $5.00 handled. The date of the famous first meeting, 
attended by Messrs. Staples, Rice, 0 'Flynn and John G. Smith, 
was unfortunately printed by mistake (and several times repeated) 
as January 24, 1875. Mr. Rice points out ( and is supported by the 
Old Farmer's Almanac) that the 24th was Sunday, the correct date 
being Saturday, the 23rd. Fourteen years later the four founders 
reassembled and were photographed (reproducing the original 
scene) as may be noted opposite page 161 of the ''Time-Notes.'' 

In spite of the declaration of the Society's platform toward 
archaeology and general historical research, most of the printed 
matter issued under its seal, relates to local affairs. An explana
tion may be that Mr. Staples, the prime founder, stood for ar
chaeology, but as Mr. Rice's influence began to predominate, the 
pendulum took a sharp swing into the local orbit. 

Commendatory letters on the work of the Society were received 
from Prof. Herbert B. Adams, Andrew McFarland Davis, C. B. 
Tillinghast, State Librarian of Massachusetts, and Dr. Edward 
Everett Hale, among many others. Said the latter : '' I read every 
word you print, and I wish you saw your way to print more. 
Unless we preserve in our day and generation just what you are 
preserving, another generation will have no detail or color in its 
history." 

Although Mr. Rice's name is most closely associated with the 
work of this Society, especially during its early period, it is not 
my purpose to essay anything along the line of its history, and will, 
therefore, refer to one or two matters of interest to Mr. Rice as one 
of the founders, prefaced by the remark that, from the viewpoint 
of publication ( which spells recognition by other societies) our 
Society was most fortunate in having attracted the interest of 
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Franklin P. Rice (who was able and willing to print their publica
tions most efficiently at a low price) and of the late Stephen Salis
bury, whose :financial aid was so substantial. Among the imprints 
noted on the early issues of this Society is that of Hon. Clark Jill
son, who almost rivaled Mr. Rice as a hand-printer. 

Most unfortunate was it, on the other hand, that an originally 
small group of enthusiastic citizens banded together for purposes 
of historical research, should not have been able to escape the dis
sensions which creep in to undo the painstaking work of years. 
Just what were the seeds of troubl&-by whom planted, watered, 
fostered and developed? Mr. Rice fails to tell us specifically, men
tioning no names nor exact facts, insisting, however, that about 
1890 trouble began to brew, affecting fundamentally the growth of 
membership, character of the programs and general efficiency of 
the organization. Specially inauspicious was the building of the 
present headquarters under these conditions in 1891. 

As official printer to the Society, Mr. Rice, according to his 
repeated statements, took a five-year lease of the attic area as his 
printing office, which must have been hot in summer, though he 
tells us that he had steam-pipes installed, and does not complain of 
the cold. Hardly was he established, however, before his enemies 
began a persistent movement to eject him, pursuing their tactics 
with malevolence and almost success till the close of his tenure in 
1896. This unpleasant affair is presented so obscurely as to make 
most unsatisfactory reading. 

Quite different is the account of Mr. Thomas H. Dodge and his 
relations to the Society. In 1907 there arose what Mr. Rice justly 
calls a ludicrous proposition to change the Society's name to that 
of the Dodge Historical Society, for which personal privilege the 
aged inventor was prepared to pay $23,000 cash down, and $15,000 
more to come later. A "secret conclave" as Mr. Rice terms it, was 
instituted to handle this delicate matter, but our friend got wind 
of the affair and walked in on the conspirators. Seconded by Mr. 
Nathaniel Paine, Mr. Rice blew so cold and strong a blast on the 
proposal that it froze up at once and has never thawed out since. 
Mr. Dodge promised nothing in writing, and the absurdity of the 
whole project was absolute. 

Luckily the unhappy decade of the nineties, fraught with so 
many worries from various sources, saw the birth and development 
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of a new and unlooked for interest : a summer home at Meredith, 
New Hampshire, on the famous Lake Winnepesaukee. The sale 
of the Chandler Street property in 1886 had given mother and 
son a new freedom; they traveled together, during four years, to 
New York City, Philadelphia and Wilmington; then to Berkshire, 
Albany, and down the Hudson; later to Portland and Augusta in 
Maine. In August of 1891 his intimate friend, Samuel H. Put
nam, whose substantial "History of Co. A., 25th Regiment," Mr. 
Rice had successfully printed five years before, urged him to visit 
rural New Hampshire, and so, delighted beyond measure by the 
beauties of the region, Mr. Rice presently bought the Veasey farm 
at Meredith and made it his summer home. He even proposed to 
move up his printing plant, and establish permanent headquarters, 
but, country boy as he was, he found the attractions of Worcester 
too strong, and the advantages of a city too essential, for one of 
his interests, and abandoned the idea of permanency before advanc
ing beyond the point of drawing plans. 

As no attempt is made in this rambling paper to present an exact 
chronology, an account of Mr. Rice's one grand dissipation-the 
European journey-may be given here. In some ways it appears 
that our modest and timid friend did not really wish to go; he 
could not see the requisite $1800; he dreaded the ocean voyage; he 
believed that his mother, at the age of 75, was too old for the 
undertaking, and he would not consider going without her. She 
had been his unfailing companion not only on all the trips previ
ously mentioned, but also on several longer ones, to Virginia, West 
Virginia, Kansas, Florida, Montreal, etc. To account for this 
greater financial freedom, the reader is greeted with the perplexing 
statement that '' in 1900 the prospect began to lighten, and with the 
building of the Meredith house my condition became much easier in 
financial ways.'' Still we have no intimation of any financial 
profit accruing from the Veasey venture. 

At first he was unwilling to reopen the European project even 
with himself, having laid it away in that capacious chest containing 
his blighted hopes; soon, however, he sounded his parent rather 
dubiously, confident of an emphatic negative, and perhaps dis
mayed at her cheerful enthusiasm for the plan if it could be 
properly financed. Next he sought the advice of two doctors, and 
they, too, surprised him by their unanimous and favorable opinion. 
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So they actually boarded the Cymric on May 23rd, 1908, and en
joyed immensely their cathedral tour of England, with a visit to 
the rest of the British Isles, Holland, Belgium, France and .Switzer
land. On the short passage from Scotland to Ireland mother and 
son were both seasick, and at Belfast the· latter felt the stern 
necessity of getting out of bed at night to drive rats out of his 
fire-place. 

'' Of the countries we visited, England, Holland and Switzerland 
pleased us the most, and France least. We could not, of course, 
judge properly the character of the French people in a sojourn of 
a little less than a week in the capital, but of the proverbial 
courtesy and politeness of the French we saw nothing .... The 
traffic in the streets was a perfect bedlam of noise and confusion, 
and the place seemed auto-mad, the sound of fish-horn toots min
gling with the rush and jar of other vehicles in the wild attempt to 
compete with the motor. I saw two women run down in the effort to 
cross the street, but somehow they scrambled like rats from under 
the machine. In England, on the contrary, I found more modera
tion, and a more open manifestation of kindness. '' 

Regarding the controversial merits of '' sea-sick medicines'' our 
traveler tells us that he invested a dollar in a supply of '' Anti
nausic granules'' confidently recommended by two medical friends . 
. . . "These seemed to have no effect with us, as we felt the same 
degree of nausea in going, when we tried them, as in returning, 
when we did not." 

Another instance of our friend's unwillingness to tell the whole 
of a story directly may be drawn from a visit to the battlefield of 
Waterloo where '' I had a very narrow escape from what, it seems 
to me, would have been a horrible death. I was within 100 feet of 
my mother and the guide, but neither perceived the incident, and it 
so shocked my sensibility that I resolved never to divulg~ the nature 
of it." 

Mention of the guide reminds me that Mr. Rice, having put his 
hand to the plow on this great adventure, drove his furrow deep 
and straight, employing guides and couriers when needed to make 
their sojourn in a foreign country more comfortable or efficient. 
Realizing his last supreme opportunity to give his mother a good 
time, he did a splendid piece of work. 

Returning to his Worcester home at No. 12 Berwick Street, Mr. 
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Rice took up again his accustomed duties, pursuing his regular 
routine for another decade, till death finally overtook him, alter a 
brief illness on J anuary 4, 1919, in his 67th year. 

Before closing, it is my purpose to refer briefly to several of Mr. 
Rice's bibliographical and typographical ventures, in order that 
we may get a little better perspective on the entire result. Among 
the 46 items edited or compiled by him but not printed on his press, 
the ''Worcester of 1898,'' a copiously illustrated octavo of 800 
pages, is perhaps the best known. The idea of publishing a memo
rial volume in honor of the completion of a half-century of W orces
ter as a city, was brought by Mr. Rice to Mr. F. S. Blanchard, who 
enlarged the plan and engaged him as editor at $30.00 a week and 
a share in the profits. '' I gave the whole of 1898, and about a 
month of 1899 to it .... The book yielded a handsome profit to the 
publishers, but my share did not materialize in a satisfactory pro
portion, and some contention followed. I finally managed to obtain 
about $1,000 for my thirteen months' time, but resolved not to 
become involved again in a connection of this kind.'' 

Another reference book in frequent use in our library is the 
handy little '' Dictionary of Worcester,'' the copyright for which 
Mr. Rice sold to Mr. Blanchard for the ridiculous price of $100 plus 
twenty-five copies of the book. Here again the compiler had some 
financial disagreement with his publisher, involving a second edi
tion and reprint from the ''Worcester Commercial. '' 

Of another type but equal interest is the "Worcester Book," 
not an over felicitous title, but an original volume of 159 pages, 
listing 850 events in our local history, business or social life, ar
ranged by the calendar from January I-December 31. Opening at 
random, on December 10, you may read the following:-'' 1856. 
B. L. Batcheller of Sutton drew a barrel of beans on a hand-sled 
from Sutton to Worcester in fulfilment of an election wager with 
T. W. Short of Worcester. The bet was made on the result of the 
presidential contest: Buchanan vs. Fremont. Mr. Batcheller, wear
ing snow-shoes, left Sutton at 10 a.m. and arrived at the lower 
end of Green Street at 3.30, where he was awaited by a large con
course. A procession was formed, headed by a band of music, and 
proceeded through Main Street to the Bay State House, Mr. Short 
riding in a barouche. Here the beans were delivered to Mr. Short, 
Mr. Z. K. Pangborn making the presentation speech, to which Mr. 
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Calvin S. Pratt responded, speaking from the top of an omnibus. 
An immense crowd blocked the street. A bean supper was served to 
a large company." 

The greatest satisfaction which Mr. Rice derived from his work 
as a printer was probably his ability to put into type certain useful 
manuscripts which, but for his aid, might have fallen into oblivion 
and perished. Conspicuous among these is Mr. Joseph Jackson's 
"Through Glade and Mead" whose charming nature-love and 
human sympathy are so admirably combined in the dedication '' To 
the Sutton farmer and his little granddaughter who, although dif
fering much in age, were one in the common love of the wild nature 
around them in glade and mead, and whose love is only a type of 
that which fills many hearts both in city and country, in grateful 
remembrance of their kindly appreciation this book is dedicated.'' 

First among the books printed by Mr. Rice, but written by his 
friends, he placed Samuel H. Putnam's '' Story of Company A.'' 
In this the editor's quick appreciation "distinguished a quality in 
his manuscript different from that of most military histories .... 
The ''Story'' was sprung upon the members at their reunion in 
1886, and each one was presented with a copy. A great sensation 
ensued in military circles ... the comments of John C. Ropes and 
Major W. H. Hodgkins are remembered. The balance of the edition 
of 175 copies was placed on sale, first at $3.00 per copy, but as the 
book became scarce the price advanced until it reached $10.00. 

The "Narrative of Amos E. Stearns," prisoner at Libby and 
Andersonville, and member of Co. A, Mr. Putnam intended to 
include as part of his history, but Mr. Rice offered to print it sep
arately, which he did in an edition of 250 copies. 

Although the Rev. George Allen was Mr. Rice 's senior by more 
than half a century, and nearly eighty years old when they first 
met, a close friendship sprung up between them which was main
tained till Mr. Allen's death at the advanced age of eighty-eight. 
It was the latter's ready familiarity with Latin which enabled him 
to coin so promptly the motto: "Mens cogitat; servat manus" for 
Mr. Rice. In return, his young friend prefixed an appreciative 
memoir to the veteran clergyman's book of reminiscences, issued 
before the close of 1883. 

Dr. Nichols' admirable ' ' Bibliography of Worcester,'' and the 
book-form of that little gem of local history ''Carl's Tour in Maln 
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Street,'' edited by Mr. Rice, should not be passed over in a single 
sentence, but tim.e presses and we m.ust hurry. 

The same should be said of the '' History of the Seal of the 
Society of Antiquity" by Franklin P. Rice, reprinted from. the 
Proceedings of 1888. The several original designs submitted for 
selection were rescued from. the danger of the waste-basket by the 
writer, who had the plates m.ade and prepared the account. 

Here it m.ay be said that Mr. Rice had a true instinct for proper 
standards in type-forms, letter-press, form.at and typographical 
style in general. It is the writer's opinion that such specimens of 
Mr. Rice's press-work as have com.e to his notice bear absolutely no 
marks of the tyro, but will com.pare favorably with the best 
printing in the land. 

But of course Mr. Rice's greatest title to our respect comes from 
his public record work; to him more than perhaps to anyone else is 
due the fact that the vital statistics of so many of our central 
Massachusetts towns and cities are now available in printed form. 
As a testimonial of this notable achievement a complimentary din
ner, under the auspices of this Society, was tendered to Mr. Rice 
at the Lincoln House, on November 3d, 1897, with Mayor A. B. R. 
Sprague, Public Record Commissioner Robert T. Swan and several 
of Mr. Rice's intimate friends in attendance. In his address on this 
occasion the guest of honor referred at length to the origin and 
progress of his record work, dating from 1869, with special refer
ence to the Systematic History Fund. This modest capital, repre
senting private subscriptions amounting at one time to $4,000, was 
invested and expended under Mr. Rice's sole direction. When 
sufficient funds were available, he would issue a book of vital 
records, whose sale he hoped would enable him to publish some 
later volume. His financial summary of the nine volumes of 
Worcester Records is: total cost, $10,880; total receipts, including a 
city appropriation of $2,500, $5,319. 

For this memorable occasion Hon. Samuel A. Green wrote up 
from Boston: '' I am glad to learn that the work of printing the 
Worcester records is nearly completed. I know by experience that 
such undertakings never pay from a money point of view, but your 
reward comes from knowing that it is a good thing for the city of 
Worcester, and that future antiquarians and historians will appre
ciate your work. The series of publications which you have edited 
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with so much care will be an enduring monument to your industry 
and zeal. I am led to make these reflections from knowing how 
little the average citizen cares for the critical labor of historical 
scholars, among whom I rank yourself.'' Perhaps this scene of the 
devoted, persistent, temperamental compiler, seated at table with a 
few enthusiastic friends gathered to pay tribute to his solitary and 
often disheartening labors, is the best place for us too, to clasp his 
hand and say goodbye. 



WORCESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Report of the Executive Director for the year 1937-38 

In a Society such as ours the normal activity of Museum and 
library remains fairly constant from year to year. There is great 
variety, however, in the number of our visitors and in their reac
tions to what they see, to what they learn, and to what they, in 
turn, contribute to us. And as they find interest in what they see 
and learn, it is thought that you as members of the Society might 
be interested to note our activities and be perhaps stimulated to 
participate in them a little more actively where our mutual interests 
come in contact. 

The fact that we are a local society would seem to circumscribe 
our activities, but such is not the case. Consider that in American 
life our city is an old one, and the activities of her citizens have 
been representative of the normal civic growth in this country. 
It follows then that the objects we receive and display while repre
sentative of their times, may be of more than local interest. A 
Jacobean chest, a Colonial rocker, a set of Sandwich glass, or a mid
Victorian whatnot may be found in any good historical museum, 
but our pride is that these things are also part of the life of 
Worcester and have been in our homes, used by our own people. 
The value of a donation to us is not represented by its intrinsic 
worth, because an antique rag doll, a bleeding knife, or a shaving 
mug may be quite as representative of a period as a more costly 
item. 

So we desire to report to you that the Museum is growing, that 
during the last year we have received two hundred fifty-four 
objects. They have varied in size from a large mahogany desk to 
an earring, and in age from ancient Egypt to the World War. 

By rearrangement and purchase of additional show cases we 
have been able to display most of the recent acquisitions. We 
are grateful to the many donors whose thoughtfulness has enriched 
the Museum, and desire to invite your attention to the bequest of 
the late Mrs. Helen B. Southworth through whose kindness we 
received some beautiful specimens of antique furniture, Sandwich 
glass, and candlesticks. 

The library grows constantly through regular exchange oi 
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Historical Society publications, Government Reports, and local 
school and college papers and annuals. It is felt that the latter 
are best recorded in our files. Books by local authors, books pub
lished in the city, and those on local subjects are sought, and each 
year many new ones are acquired. We are collecting, too, a small 
library of authoritative literature on subjects related to our own 
collection, and would gladly welcome any additions thereto. Oddly 
enough we need a good set of the Encyclopedia Britannica which 
may not necessarily be new. 

During the past year, we have had working on our manuscript 
collection a team under the auspices of the Historical Records Sur
vey of the W. P. A. They have examined, arranged and classified 
our complete collection of over 20,000 pieces, and have so catalogued 
them that they are made easily accessible. This work has been of 
inestimable value to the Society and one which in the normal course 
of events might never have been done. While their work was in 
progress, many interesting documents came to light. One, the diary 
of a soldier of the French and Indian Wars in the original, was of 
great local historic interest. Then, too, some sheets of a medieval 
bible written in German were uncovered, the illustrations to which 
were antique wood cuts by an artist, named Schieffelin, who was a 
student of Albrecht Diirer. The complete engineering data for 
the construction of the Blackstone Canal were found. From them 
some future engineer may again make a seaport of Worcester. 

Our biographical file consists of local clippings. We would appre
ciate donations of items of local interest from out-of-town papers 
which we do not see. We file also articles of a local historical na
ture. Many of these are referred to frequently and this file should 
be the repository of articles about local affairs, inventions, ma
chines, or events. 

We seek to collect more photographs, especially of street scenes, 
houses, buildings, and groups of representative citizens, or of school 
classes. Individual photographs are always welcome if the name of 
the subject is affixed. 

Our usefulness to the community is in daily evidence. The 
museum is visited by groups from grammar and high schools, by 
Historical Societies in the County and outside, by societies who have 
special hobbies, and by the patriotic groups, i.e., D.A.R., Sons and 
Daughters of 1812, etc. In addition the Society has arranged special 
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loans for events such as the unveiling of the mural to Diggory 
Sargent. The Director has been called upon to address various local 
societies on several occasions during the year. A collection of sev
eral portraits of famous Vv orcester inventors has been arranged so 
that visitors may be properly impressed with the genius which has 
blossomed so fruitfully in this section of the Commonwealth. 

We are proud of the accomplishments of the men of this city and 
county and feel that it is the especial function of this Society to 
impress our visitors with these facts and to stimulate our youth 
to emulate the deeds of their sires. 



MEETINGS OF THE SOCIE TY DURING THE SEASON 

1937-1938 

On Saturday, October second, the Worcester Historical Society 
joined with the Worcester County Historical Society in a pilgrim
age to Mendon and Uxbridge. Rev. Robert C. Westenberg, pastor of 
the Uxbridge Congregational Church was in general charge. 
Points of interest in Uxbridge and in Mendon were visited, under 
the direction of Mr. W estenberg, assisted by many guides who ex
plained the historical significance of the places visited. Luncheon 
was in the Parish House of the Congregational Church in Uxbridge, 
at which brief remarks were made by several members of the 
Uxbridge Historical Society and others. 

This joint meeting took the place of the regular October meeting 
of the Worcester Historical Society. 

The regular meeting of the Worcester Historical Society took 
place in the Society's building, November twelfth. The address was 
by Captain George I. Cross, Executive Director of the Society, on 
the subject : "The New England Migration." At this meeting the 
resignation of Mr. Frank Colegrove as Librarian was received and 
was accepted with regret, many expressions of esteem and apprecia
tion being given by members present. It was voted that a letter of 
appreciation be sent Mr. Colegrove. Refreshments were served at 
this meeting. 

On the evening of January fourteenth, 1938, the regular meeting 
of the Society was held in the Society's building, the address being 
given by Prof. Z. W. Coombs, on the subject: '' The Fugitive Slave 
Law, and the Underground Railway.'' President Cunningham an
nounced the destruction, by accident, of the heating plant in the 
Society's building, also that an appeal would be made to members 
for money to install a new plant. 

At this meeting, as at all meetings, Executive Director Cross 
spoke of recent acquisitions in the Museum, calling especial atten
tion to some of the notable ones, many of which were placed on 
exhibition in the hall for the inspection of the members present. 

The regular February meeting was held in the Society's building 
on the evening of the eleventh, the speaker being Dr. Peter 0. Shea, 
whose subject was: ' ' A History of the Worcester Department of 
Health.'' 
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At this meeting President Cunningham announced that the 
appeal for funds to replace the heating plant of the Society had 
been prompt and most generous, and that the new plant had already 
been installed. 

The regular March meeting was held in the Society's building on 
the evening of the eleventh, the speaker being Mr. Warren C. Lane, 
whose subject was: '' Historical Flasks and Bottles.'' This interest
ing talk was illustrated by numerous examples from Mr. Lane's 
private collection. 

The regular April meeting was held at the Society's building on 
the evening of the eighth, the speaker being Mrs. Josephine Pierce, 
whose subject was '' The Fire on the Hearth.'' This address treated 
of the development of stoves, etc., in use from the earliest times. It 
was illustrated by numerous photographs, etc. 

The regular meeting of the Society for May was held on the 
evening of the thirteenth at the residence of Mrs. Sutton Lyseth, 
46 Beeching Street. The speaker was Mrs. Lyseth, who displayed 
her large and famous collection of dolls, and discussed the collection 
from many points of view. 

On Saturday, June fourth, the Society joined with the Worcester 
County Historical Society, in a pilgrimage to P etersham, as guests 
of the Petersham Historical Society. Under the guidance of mem
bers of the Petersham Historical Society various places of interest 
were visited, explanations being given. Luncheon was in the vestry 
of the Unitarian Church, after which the party adjourned to the 
old Chandler mansion, where addresses were given by Mr. Chandler 
Bullock on the Chandler family, by Mr. Irwin CDorward, present 
owner of the mansion, on its history, and by Prof. Z. W. Coombs, on 
the general history of Petersham. At this meeting some 160 were 
present. Like the other pilgrimages of the Society this proved most 
interesting. 

The Annual Meeting of the Worcester Historical Society was 
held in the Society's building, Friday evening, June tenth. The 
usual reports were read and accepted. The election of officers re
sulted as follows: 

President-Mr. William H. Cunningham. 
Vice-Presidents-Mr. Zelotes W. Coombs, Mr. John W. Higgins, 

Mrs. Anna M. Marsh. 
Treasurer-Mr. Dwight S. Pierce. 
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Secretary-Mr. Ripley P. Bullen. 
Executive Committee-the above and Mrs. William T. Forbes, 

Mr. Albert F'arnsworth. 
Program Committee-Mr. Coombs, Miss Cornelia Forbes, Mr. 

George B. 0 'Flynn, Dr. Philip H . Cook, Mrs. Robert K. Shaw. 
Hospitality Committee-Mrs. Donald W. Campbell, Mrs. Jeffer

son W. Coe, Mrs. Benjamin F. Burley, Mrs. Harold L. Blood. 
Note : This brief summary of the meetings of the Society during 

the year 1937-1938 is based on the complete record kept by the 
Secretary. 








