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APPRENTICESHIP IN MASSACHUSETTS, ITS EARLY 
IMPORTANCE AND LATER NEGLECT 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by Allan W. Forbes, March 14, 1935 

"The youth who was intended for the law, was introduced by his 
father . . . to the most eminent lawyer of the time, whom he 
henceforth attended on all occasions; he listened with attention to 
his patron's pleadings in the courts of justice, and his speeches 
before the people; he heard him in the warmth of argument; he 
noted his sudden replies; and thus, in the field of battle, if I may so 
express myself, he learned the first rudiments of rhetorical warfare. 
. . . The advantages of this method are obvious: the young 
candidate . . . studied in the open day, amidst the heat of con
flict, where nothing weak or idle could be said with impunity; where 
everything absurd was instantly rebuked by the judge, exposed 
to ridicule by the adversary, and condemned by the whole body of 
advocates. . . . Under such a schooling, the youth of whom we 
are speaking, a disciple of all the lawyers; . . . daily conversant 
with the laws of his country; familiar with the faces of the judges, 
and the aspect of a full audience; and well acquainted with the 
popular taste-might be called upon to conduct a prosecution or a 
defense, and was able to cope, single handed, with the difficulties 
of his task. . . . 

"On the other hand, our modern youth . . . are sent to certain 
schools, where it is hard to determine whether the place, the com
pany, or the method of instruction is most likely to infect the minds 
of young people, and produce a wrong turn of thought. There can 
be nothing to inspire respect in a place where all who enter it are 
of the same low degree of understanding; nor any advantage to be 
received from their fellow students, where a parcel of boys and raw 
youths of unripe judgments harangue before each other, without 
the least fear or danger of criticism." 

These sentences were writ.ten by Tacitus about 1860 years ago, 
but it is not my purpose to discuss education in ancient Rome . I 
merely want to point out that the present changes are nothing new. 
We can go back 2000 years and find educational discussions that 
are up to date. 

The Puritans arrived in Massachusetts with well-developed 
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educational traditions. Apprenticeship was the recognized form 
of education for most occupations. Schools were recognized as the 
proper education for the professions of teaching and the ministry. 
So among the early acts of the colonists was the establishment of a 
system of vocational schools, Harvard College and the Boston Latin 
School. The right to call Harvard in its early days a vocational 
school has been challenged, and Prof. Samuel E. Morison, in his 
book, The Founding of Harvard College, quotes an object in the 
Harvard Charter of 1850, "The advancement and education of 
youth in all manner of good literature Artes and Sciences," which 
would indicate that the objective was similar to that of the liberal 
arts colleges of today. But in New England's First Fruits we read 
that the graduate was given the power "to read Lectures in the 
Hall upon any of the Arts," which seems to have been the comple
tion of the preparation for the teaching profession. Other quotations 
refer to the preparation for the ministry. While the objective was 
the advancement of learning in the community as a whole, it seems 
to me clear that the means was primarily through training for these 
two professions, and therefore that Harvard should be classed cor
rectly as a vocational school. 

In addition to these vocational schools, other schools were estab
lished which were more truly the ancestors of the present public 
schools, the schools for teaching the three R's to children preparing 
for all other occupations. The following quotation from the auto
biography of Benjamin Franklin shows clearly that the double 
school system was the recognized practice of his day: 

"I was put to the grammar-school at eight years of age, my 
father intending to devote me, as the tithe of his sons, to the service 
of the Church. . . . But my father, in the meantime, from a view 
of the expense of a college education, which having so large a family 
he could not well afford, and the mean living many so educated 
were afterward able to obtain, altered his first intention, took me 
from the grammar-school, and sent me to a school for writing and 
arithmetic." 

It is clear from this that preparation for the ministry started 
with young boys in Franklin's day, and that the schools designed 
to prepare for the ministry were entirelv independent from those 
for ordinary boys. 

The fact that the Puritans did not found any agricultural, medi-
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cal, law or technical schools does not indicate any lack of interest 
in those subjects. It shows that they did not recognize the school as 
the proper kind of education for those professions. Apprenticeship 
was recognized as the proper kind, and it does not appear to have 
been challenged. Apprenticeship was the accepted education, but 
the word education was not so generally applied to it. The early 
writers were inclined to limit the word education to certain subjects 
of study. Latin and Greek were to them education while the study 
of agriculture or medicine was not. 

On the other hand, I do not find any of the faulty modern usage 
that would limit the word education to studies performed in school. 
Even in 1835 the word education did not imply a school, as is shown 
by the following quotation: "It would, therefore, be in every 
respect impolitic and cruel to disgust those with public schools who 
have no other resource for the education of their families." This is 
from a book, Practical Education, written by Miss Maria Edge
worth of England, but with an American edition published in New 
York. By public school, she had in mind what we would call the 
superior private school, but she quite plainly showed the point of 
view that all schools were merely substitutes for better education, 
for those unable to afford the best. 

I suspect, though I cannot prove, that this same point of view 
was shown by the Puritans in founding the early public schools. 
There were certain essentials that busy parents could not take the 
time to teach, such as reading and writing. They must therefore 
hire a schoolmaster to teach these subjects, while they themselves 
gave their children the more important elements in their education, 
such as the care of animals or the use of firearms. 

This book by Miss Edgeworth was evidently written for the 
aristocracy. The presence of servants in the household was gen
erally assumed. But it was only for that part of the aristocracy 
who were willing to give the time and study to master the principles 
of education, and who were willing to do the major part of the work 
of education themselves. Printed at a time when the population 
of the United States-was approximately that of the present New 
York State, and the wealth far less, it is rather a surprise that the 
publisher should have expected a large enough sale to warrant an 
American edition. I do not believe that a publisher would consider 
a book with a similar appeal today. This is merely one bit of evi-



8 APPRENTICESHIP IN MASSACHUSETTS 

dence to support the view that interest in education, at least among 
the upper part of the population, was far greater one hundred years 
ago than it is today. We have developed mass production methods 
of education, but have lost the scientific spirit and the personal 
interest that characterized education in the earlier days. In the 
books written before 1835, I find none of the glorification of educa
tion as a magician's wand, which has taken such a prominent place 
in the writings of today. Instead there was more careful analysis 
of cause and effect . 

Such a logical habit of thinking naturally selected apprenticeship 
as the normal method of learning an occupation. Find a skilled 
man of the kind that you want your son to be, and have this skilled 
man train your son to be a master like himself. There is a simple 
common sense about this procedure that appeals to a logical mind. 
The nature of this apprenticeship can be best shown by a sample 
indenture which I have copied from the History of Chelmsford, 
page 462. 

"Chelmsford, Feb. 3rd, 1777. 

Mini ts of the proposols that Doctr. Marshall made to me Before 
I Came to Study physick with him. 
The payment yt. the Doctr. Sade he wold take is 13 Bushels of 
Grain for Each Year and as much meet as we Shall Agree for: for 
he Sath he has forgot how much meet the Rule is to Support a man 
a year, and he Sath that I may Labor in tending the Cattle and other 
Labor a Nuf to pay him for Cucking my Board and washing and 
other Necesseries that are not above mentioned. and I am to Live 
With the Doctr. two years to Larne the art of physick & Surgerey 
and ye. Doctr. promeses he will Instruct me in Art of physick & Sur
gerey as far as he is Capable of Giving instructions & I of Receaving 
the same, and he promeses me he will Give me all his Recepts on 
physick and Surgerey of all Kinds, Except one on Cancors, and he 
Said he wold Give that if I was of Considarable Sarvice to him in 
his practice, and the Doctr. promest me he wold not Charg me 
Nothing for Laming me ondly what I Culd Do in his practice that 
is If I was Benifishal to him in his practice and the Do ctr. promest 
me that if I was helpfull to him in the Smallpox that he wold alow 
me for that practice Exclusive of the other practice, and he promest 
me that he wold Favor me as much as he Culd and let me have all 
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the priveledge that he Culd not to Ingor him, and I promest the 
Doctr. I wold Labor for him Sufisiantly anuf to pay him for my 
Cucking washing and other Necessereys that are not above men
tioned and if I Neglect to Labor for him anuf to pay him for Such 
Necesereys: as are not named above I must pay him in money 
orther way what I Shall Neglect to pay in Labor and if I Labor for 
the Do ctr. more than anuf to pay him for my Cuc king and washing 
& other Neceserey, he is to pay me for it. 

JOHN BETTEYS. 11 

This plan of apprenticeship has been declining for the last hun
dred years, but not to as great an extent as is generally supposed. 
In medicine the relic remains in our hospitals under the name of 
internes. As late as 1925 there were 4,325 apprentices in the build
ing trades of New York City alone, according to a statement of the 
United States Chamber of Commerce. In most industries appren
ticeship has become less formal, so that it is often difficult to tell 
whether a given boy is really an apprentice or a helper. But one 
state, Wisconsin, requires that every boy under 18 working in cer
tain industries must be apprenticed by formal contract. Probably 
the truest example of apprenticeship today occurs when fathers 
take their sons into their own businesses, but this is seldom done 
with a formal contract. The following is an example of appren
ticeship by a Worcester company that still uses the formal inden
ture, very nearly in the old colonial form. 

"This agreement is made in triplicate this seventh day of Sep
tember 1934, between the Norton Company doing business in 
Worcester, Massachusetts, hereinafter known as the Employer and 
Richard H. Kittredge of Worcester, Massachusetts, hereinafter 
known as the Apprentice, and Richard Kittredge of Worcester, 
Massachusetts, hereinafter known as the Guardian, whose relation 
to the apprentice is that of father. 

"For the purpose of acquiring the Art or Trade of Machinist, 
said Richard H. Kittredge hereby becomes an Apprentice to the 
said Employer and said Employer hereby accepts him subject to 
the terms and Rules and Regulations herein stated, and such other 
rules and regulations as may be at the time of the signing of the 
Agreement or thereafter in effect. 
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" 1. The Apprentice and his Guardian hereby promise that 
the Apprentice shall conform to and abide by all provisions of 
the Agreement, and shall faithfully serve his Employer during 
the full period of time named in this Agreement . 

"2. The Apprentice and his Guardian agree that the Appren
tice shall do all in his power to learn said art or trade during 
the period of this apprenticeship. They also agree that appren
tices shall attend classes after regular scheduled working hours, 
for which work the scale of pay herein set forth does not apply. 
Apprentices shall do a reasonable amount of home work as 
required by the instructors. 

"3. It is further agreed by the Apprentice and his Guardian, 
that the Employer shall have the right to discharge the Appren
tice for inability to do the work or acquire the knowledge 
necessary for graduation, infraction of Rules and Regulations 
governing Apprentices and to rearrange his working hours 
should the state of business warrant it . 

"4. The practical training will consist of a specific training 
in some shop department where the Apprentice will spend the 
major portion of his time. He will also have a brief period of 
study in several other shop departments to round out his prac
tical training. 

"5. The Employer agrees to assign certain members of his 
organization to the task of instructing the apprentice in such 
subjects as the reading of drawings, planning work, Methods 
Department routine, and such other subjects which in the 
opinion of competent members of the Employer's organization, 
would be suited to the training of an Apprentice. 

"6. It is agreed by the Employer and Apprentice and his 
Guardian, that the period of apprenticeship shall be eighteen 
months, or a total of not less than 3,000 hours nor more than 
3200 hours. 

"7. The Guardian of said Apprentice, on his or her part, 
covenants and agrees that the Employer may pay to the Ap
prentice all wages and compensation which may become due 
for his services. 

"8. The Employer shall pay the Apprentice for services 
rendered as follows: 
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1st 15 weeks-25¢ per hour 
2nd 15 weeks-28¢ per hour 
3rd 15 weeks-31¢ per hour 

4th 15 weeks-34¢ per hour 
last 18 weeks-37¢ per hour 

"If the Apprentice works on piece work, the bonus, as fig
ured by tl).e rules pertaining to piece work for Apprentices, will 
be added to the above pay for services. 

"9. Due to general conditions beyond the control of the 
Employer, it may be necessary to revise the above figures from 
time to time. 

"10. Apprentices shall have the right to terminate this 
agreement for satisfactory personal reasons, and upon proof 
of the same, the Employer shall furnish a statement termi
nating the agreement without stigma to the Apprentice. 

"Rules and Regulations Covering Apprentices at 
Norton Company 

"1. Applicants for apprenticeship under this agreement 
must be not less than sixteen (16) years of age, must possess 
the equivalent of a grammar school education, and Parent or 
Guardian must present birth or school certificate giving age of 
applicant. 

" 2. Apprentices shall adhere to and abide by all Shop Rules 
and Regulations. 

"3. The first two months of the apprenticeship shall con
stitute a probationary period, or trial term. The apprentice 
shall receive credit for the time served during the probationary 
period, when it is satisfactorily completed. 

"4. This agreement does not go into effect until the proba
tionary period has been satisfactorily completed and may be 
annulled by either party during the trial term. 

"5. All lost time must be made up before passing from one 
pay division to another. 

"6. The Employer reserves the right to suspend work in the 
shop, wholly or in part, at any time it may be deemed neces
sary. In such case, the Apprentice shall be paid only for the 
actual time he shall work . An Apprentice who has been sus-

. pended because of business conditions, shall have the option of 
resuming training before any additional apprentices are em
ployed. 
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"7. Should the conduct within or without the shops, or the 
work of the Apprentice not be satisfactory to the Employer 
and the Director of Apprenticeship of the Chicago Branch, 
National Metal Trades Association, the Apprentice may be 
dismissed at any t ime without previous notice, but may be 
reinstated after a conference with Parent or Guardian. 

"8. Each Apprentice who has faithfully and satisfactorily 
completed his apprenticeship shall, in consideration of the full 
and satisfactory completion of this agreement and in accord
ance with these rules, be presented by the employer with a 
certificate setting forth that he has so completed his term. 

"In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seal, 
this seventh day of September, 1934. 

(S) IVER J. FREEMAN 

Witness 
(S) M.A. DRISCOLL 

Witness 
*Father should sign if living 
and available; otherwise, 
mother. Legal guardian 
should sign in absence of 
parents." 

(S) RICHARD H. KITTREDGE 

Apprentice 
(S) RICHARD w. KITTREDGE 

Parent or Guardian* 
(S) NORTON COMPANY 

Employer H. W. DUNBAR, Mgr. 

Apprenticeship is still with us, but it has been on the decline for 
several generations, and it is the object of this paper to point out 
some of the causes and consequences of the decline of apprentice
ship. The advantages of apprenticeship are so obvious that it is 
hard to understand why people should so generally turn away from 
it . It is by far the cheapest form of vocational education, and 
it would seem that this fact should offer an appeal. A stronger 
argument for apprenticeship is the fact that the employer trains 
the apprentice because he sees the need for men with the kind of 
education which he provides . He is personally interested in seeing 
that the boy is prepared for the highest position which he is able 
to fill. The employer can make but little profit from one more low 
paid worker. But if he can prepare the boy for a responsible execu
tive position, the possibility for profit on the part of the employer 
is great. In spite of the inherent advantages of apprenticeship, 
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the boys and their parents have been turning away from it, and 
toward the far more expensive vocational school system. 

First I will mention a few of the legal restrictions. In Massa
chusetts, during the last generation, boys have been permitted to 
work in factories on routine work of a deadening nature at the age 
of 14, but have been excluded by law from apprenticeship in most 
skilled trades until the age of 16. This exclusion was done on the 
claim that the prohibited jobs were dangerous to the boys. To 
test this claim I looked up the accident insurance rates for a selected 
list of occupations. The insurance companies have for years made 
a study of the frequency of accidents in various occupations, and 
have established insurance rates for each occupation on the basis 
of the actual experience. In order to limit the number of occupa
tions examined to those I knew something about, I made an arbi
trary selection of all occupations which were carried on in my own 
factory, even those that were done only occasionally. 

Accident Ratings for Various Occupations Performed 
in the Shop of Forbes & Myers, Worcester, Mass. 

The ratings are taken from the classification of the insurance 
companies, the larger number indicating a higher rate for accident 
insurance. After the rating is a word to indicate whether the occu
pation is allowed or prohibited to boys of 14 by Massachusetts 
laws. 

Armature winder 4 Allowed. 
Carpenter, shop 4 Allowed. 
Die sinker 3 Mostly prohibited. 
Drill press hand 5 Prohibited. 
Armature repairer 4 Allowed. 
Wiring buildings 4 Mostly allowed. 
Grinder on edge tools 6 Prohibited. 
Laborer 7 Allowed. 
Lathe hand 5 Prohibited. 
Machinist 4 Prohibited. 
Oiler in shop 5 Mostly allowed. 

The following were not found in the classification: Machinery 
painter. Press hand. 
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Rates arranged according to prohibitions, to boys of 14 . 
Allowed Mostly allowed Prohibited, mostly or entirely 
4, 4, 4, 7 4, 5 3, 4, 5, 5, 6 All 

Average 4.75 4.5 4.6 4.64 

December 6, 1928 

I found that the insurance companies had rated those jobs which 
the boys were allowed to do, as slightly more dangerous than the 
prohibited jobs. The difference was slight, showing that actual 
danger of injury was not an important factor in determining the 
legal danger. But on comparing the prohibited jobs with their 
educational value, the relation was very clear. The jobs of educa
tional value, the kind which an intelligent parent would like to have 
his son do if in the shop, were generally prohibited. 

The NRA took the next legal step against apprenticeship. Most 
of the codes ignore the subject entirely, classing apprentices as 
regular workers, prohibiting them entirely to the age of 16 or 18, 
and then requiring that they be paid the full minimum wage for 
experienced workers. That is, of course, the same thing as prohibit
ing apprenticeship entirely. Some limit apprenticeship to a 
ridiculously short period of time, as for example the following from 
the cotton garment code: "A learner shall serve a maximum of six 
weeks' apprenticeship whether this time is spent in one or more 
manufacturing plants . " That means that boys will only be allowed 
to learn the low paid routine jobs. It seems to be a provision to 
provide plenty of cheap labor while prohibiting high grade appren
ticeship. A few codes, as for example that of the gas cock manu
facturers, have made wage discriminations against apprenticeship. 
This code provides a minimum of 33 cents per hour for boys on 
"light repetitive work," but requires that the apprentices must be 
paid 40 cents per hour, after the first few weeks. In other words, 
the employer is required to pay the boy 7 cents per hour in addition 
to his regular wages for the privilege of giving him instruction or 
helping him toward advancement . Only a few codes permit real 
apprenticeship. 

Criticism of the code provisions with regard to apprenticeship 
finally produced results. On June 16, 1934, about one year after 
the first codes went into effect, the President by executive order 
altered all the codes to permit apprentices, but required that every 
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employer first get a permit from some agency appointed by the 
Secretary of Labor. Applications to engage apprentices were 
promptly presented by employers, but nothing was done about 
them. The permits were not granted. Instead the Secretary of 
Labor has spent the time in building up an elaborate organization, 
with rules and regulations to which the employer must submit before 
he is allowed to engage apprentices. Among these provisions is one 
which every employer and apprentice is asked to sign, that the 
Secretary of Labor will be continued in power over the appren
ticeship, even though the law takes this power away. A large 
number of regulations have been established, and more are prom
ised. The net result seems to be the yielding to the demands of 
those who wanted apprenticeship, but the continued practical 
prohibition of it by means of regulations which neither the employer 
who desires to treat the boys fairly nor the intelligent boys will be 
willing to submit to. 

It is hard to understand the motives behind these laws. It is 
hard to compreheng. how social reformers can advocate laws to 
prevent the boy who goes to work from getting the same experiences 
which they urge the city to provide for school boys at large public 
expense. But it is a fact that it is done. It appears to be a case 
where the rights of the boys are being used as pawns by selfish 
interests fighting each other. In the case of the NRA, the same 
interests who secured the prohibition of apprenticeship in most 
of the codes seem to have influence with the Secretary of Labor and 
her committees. The statement is often made privately that the 
laws against apprenticeship have been secured by the influence of 
those who are trying to protect their jobs against the next genera
tion, and who are willing to go to the extreme of keeping boys down 
in order to secure their ends . These are only accusations, and I 
do not know the real motives behind the movement, but I have 
to admit that I have never heard any other rational explanation of 
the movement against apprenticeship. I can see no other reason 
why laws should be passed which have no effect except to keep boys 
from learning, and which take away their opportunity for advance
ment to skilled trades and executive positions. 

It is perfectly evident that laws of this kind could never have 
been passed if the boys and their parents had really cared about 
apprenticeship. It is only when the public loses interest in its 
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rights that they are taken away by legislators. Therefore, in look
ing for the causes of the decline in apprenticeship, we should look 
for the causes of the change in public sentiment rather than at legis
lation. Of these the most conspicuous is what might be called 
the theory of the foundation. 

In medicine, law, and industry it is agreed that the start in the 
occupation itself should be long delayed, until a thorough founda
tion has been laid. In music and art, on the contrary, it is agreed 
that an early start is beneficial. Either point of view may be main
tained logically, but to assume, without evidence, that the foun
dation must precede vocational study in one subject and must 
not in another subject is irrational. 

The theory of the foundation does not appear to have resulted 
from any psychological study. At least I have not been able to find 
any study of this kind, or any evidence that the delayed vocational 
start is of any benefit. It seems to have been the result of ideals of 
aristocracy and seclusion. When Mrs. John Adams, in 1774, 
raised the question whether to send her son John Quincy to school, 
she decided upon a private tutor instead, in order to avoid contact 
with boys of bad habits. Miss Edgeworth, in her book previously 
quoted, lays great stress on protecting the child from contact with 
people of low manners or low character. She even wanted to pre
vent social contact between children and servants, largely because 
of the traits of minor dishonesty which she considered character
istic of servants. This ideal of seclusion might readily lead to a 
desire to delay entrance into an occupation in which contact must 
be made with all classes of men, while it permitted occupations such 
as that of musician which could be conducted in a select social 
group. We can see how a parent who insisted that her child must 
not come in contact with common people might gladly accept and 
propagate the theory that the child would learn more quickly and 
make greater progress because of the delay, even though no evi
dence was presented to support the theory. 

It is my opinion that this was the most important factor in 
causing the acceptance of the theory of the foundation, but whether 
I am correct in this or not, the fact remains that the theory is com
paratively new among popular educational dogmas. The theory is 
asserted confidently and positively, but, so far as I have been able 
to discover, without any evidence to support it. 
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At the very time when Miss Edgeworth was telling the wealthy 
how to bring up their children carefully out of contact with the 
masses, at the time when the ideal of seclusion was delaying the 
entrance into a vocation, there was another movement, theoret
ically in the opposite direction, but which produced similar results. 
I refer to the movement for public schools. Of course there were 
public schools from the earliest days, but it was not until about 1840 
that the ideal of the public school as we know it, the ideal of getting 
all children into the same school, came into vogue. 

The outstanding figure of this movement was Horace Mann. 
On account of his standing and influence it might be well to state a 
few facts about his character. His appeal was largely one of the 
emotions. He felt that the common school was the one thing that 
would raise the country to a new standard. The school would 
abolish ignorance, poverty, and crime; or at least the larger part of 
them. He had also great confidence in his own part of this great 
work, as shown by statements like the following in his private notes 
and letters: "If we prosper in our institutions for teachers, educa
tion will be suddenly exalted." . . . "My first labor is to prepare 
an address to be delivered on my fall circuit. This is a labor of 
incalculable importance. On the acceptability of my address will, 
in no inconsiderable degree, depend the success of the cause." . . . 
"I was then just finishing my Annual Abstract . . . which I com
mend to your attention for its extraordinary merits ." This feeling 
of the great importance of his work must have been a powerful 
stimulant to his devotion to the cause, and his resulting influence. 

And yet, when we look for statements of educational value in the 
writings of Horace Mann, we meet continual disappointment. In 
his private notes we find frequent statements of doubt as to whether 
he was able to present his subject properly. Never, so far as I have 
found, did he have any doubts about the facts which he desired to 
present. We find no longing for more information about the prin
ciples of education or about its results, such as any person with a 
scientific attitude must have. We never find mention of the dis
covery of any new information about education. Sometimes I 
wonder whether he ever took the trouble to look up any of the facts 
before presenting them. I will just mention one rather trivial 
example. In a tirade against giving so much devotion to business, 
he wrote: "Mammon is not satisfied with the heart worship of his 
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devotees; he has stolen the very language of the Bible and the 
Liturgy." He mentions four examples, the words good, grace, 
redemption, and testament. "The three-days respite which the law 
allows for the payment of a promissory note is called grace, in 
irreverent imitation of the sinner's chance for pardon." And so 
with the other three words. It sounds like quite a forceful argument 
to the ignorant, and doubtless it would be possible to find four 
words which business had stolen from religion, but in the case of the 
four words which he selected, it was the Church that stole the words 
from their older secular use. 

This example has no significance in itself, but it shows a spirit 
that seems to me to mark a turning point in American education. 
Horace Mann won, and with his victory came the triumph of those 
methods which he had used, particularly the emotional appeal that 
scorns such trifles as truth and accuracy of statement. 

Miss Edgeworth and Horace Mann appear to be the extreme 
contrast; science and sound psychology against the emotions, 
aristocratic exclusion against democracy. It was therefore a sur
prise to read Mr. Mann's comments on Miss Edgeworth's book: 
"Have been reading Miss Edgeworth's excellent work on Practical 
Education . It is full of instruction. I have been delighted to find 
how often the views therein expressed had been written out on my 
own thinking. Had I ever read the book before, I should charge 
myself with unconscious plagiarism." Evidently there were points 
in common, which Mr . Mann considered of as great importance 
as the more conspicuous contrasts. But I was unable to find these 
points in common in their writings. 

Both these last two movements, that of aristocratic seclusion 
and that of the democratic public school, won to a certain extent, 
in spite of the fact that they are mutually antagonistic. The aristo
cratic ideal, that the boy must be kept away from lower influences, 
from contact with ordinary boys, has not only kept the aristocratic 
boy out of work that requires contact with people of inferior social 
standing, but it has been misapplied to keep all boys out of this 
work. The democratic ideal has won to the extent of getting all 
boys into school, but it has failed in the effort to get all boys into 
the same school. 

These two forces-the advance of the theory that a foundation 
was needed before learning an occupation, and the emotional appeal 



EARLY IMPORT AN CE , LATER NE G LE CT 19 

of the school as such, as contrasted with the desire for education
both have worked to reduce the feeling that apprenticeship was an 
essential part of education. A further influence that worked in the 
same direction was the theory that a person can learn to do any kind 
of work without specific education. It is the feeling that experience 
makes the person qualified for the work, whatever the nature of 
that experience. Apprenticeship was the relic of organized industry 
of Europe with its codes and restrictions. Pioneer conditions of 
America taught self-reliance. It taught men to go ahead and do 
things regardless of specific training to do them. The idea that no 
specific training was required even entered the apprentice system, 
as is shown by the following indenture taken from the History of 
Chelmsford. Note that in no place in this indenture is it suggested 
that the apprentice will be taught anything relating to his occu
pation. 

"This Indenture Witnesseth that Andrew Bettey of Chelmsford 
in the County of Middlesex in the Province of Massachusetts Bay 
in Newingland, Wever, hath putt his son Andrew Bettey Appren
tice to Samuel Adams of the sd Chelmsford in the County and 
Province aforesd ., yeoman, and Esther his wife, to serve them from 
the Day of the date hereof for and during the full term of four years 
next ensuing. During all which Time the sd . Apprentice his sd. 
Master & Mistress faithfully shall serve, their secrets keep, their 
lawfull commands gladly everywhere obey. He shall do no damage 
to his sd. Master & Mistress, nor see it done by others without 
letting or giving notice thereof to his sd. Master & Mistress. He 
shall not wast there goodes nor lend them unlawfully to any. He 
shall not commit fornication nor contract matrimony within the 
sd. Term. At Cardes, Dice or any other unlawfull game he shall 
not play. whereby his sd. Master or Mistress may be damageed 
with their goods or the goods of others . He shall not absent himself 
Day nor Night from there service without there leave, nor haunt 
taverns and ale houses, but in all things be have himself as a faithfull 
apprentice ought to do during sd. term. And the sd. Master and 
Mistress shall teach or cause him to be Instructed so as to Reed 
well and Write and Cypher, if capable of Lerning, and to provide 
for him sufficient meat, drink, apparrel, washing and lodging, both 
in sickness and in health, fitting for an apprentice during sd. term, 
and at the end of sd. term to give to the sd . apprentice two goode 
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sutes of apparrel (i.e.) one sute new, fitt for Sun Days, the other 
fitt for the working days, and also to give the sd. apprentice Thir
teen pounds, six shillings and eight pence, lawfull mony at the end 
of the sd. term of t ime. And for the trew performance of euerry 
of the sd . Covenants and agreements either of the sd. parties bind 
themselves to each other by these presents. 

"In Witness where of they have interchangably sett there hands 
and seales this second day of January, anno Domini, 1758, and in 
the thirty-first year of his Majesties Reign, &c." 

It is evident that the apprentice was expected to learn his master's 
business, that of farming, but why mention the fact? How could 
a boy work on a farm for four years, helping his master whenever 
and wherever his services were desired, without gaining a good all
round knowledge of farm work? He became experienced, and we 
still hear the expression used that a man is experienced, as though 
experience was the only thing required to become expert. 

Another difference between this indenture and the first one men
tioned is the matter of compensation. In the first indenture the 
instruction was considered full payment for all the service rendered . 
In this one the instruction is considered negligible and the services 
are to be paid for, not the full amount for a skilled man, but a sub
stantial amount in the form of full living expenses, care in case of 
sickness, and a substantial money payment at the end of the term. 
This program is plainly one of lower grade. In the new federal 
regulation of apprenticeship, the low grade program has served as 
the pattern. Wages equal to half those of the skilled man are 
required, clearly based on the assumption that the apprentice will 
be merely a helper with a negligible cost of instruction. 

The theory that no specific vocational education is required has 
been destructive of apprenticeship, and it has even entered the 
vocational school to a certain extent. In some cases the vocational 
schools give full preparation. Commercial school graduates are 
prepared to go right into an office and produce a day's work of some 
of the more standardized tasks. A machinist graduate of the t rade 
school can produce a full man's work in t he simpler more routine 
tasks of the machinist. But to an increasing extent the schools are 
claiming to give only a foundation, not the same foundation as is 
claimed by the arts colleges, but a foundation of its own kind. Trade 
school officials say: "Do not expect an experienced journeyman 
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from our graduate. He will require training after he leaves the 
school." Our leading technical and business schools claim to give 
a foundation which will lead to the highest industrial positions, but 
the remoteness of the objective is illustrated by the following two 
quotations. From Dean Freund of the University of Detroit: "I 
think it absurd to set up formal training for the highest positions 
in industry ." From Asst. Dean Wright of the Harvard University 
Graduate School of Business Administration: "Hence the young 
graduate is prepared to be assigned a humble position in industry 
and only by merit will he be advanced to an executive position. 
Thus you see that the main course of our training is to prepare men 
to handle business enterprises, but the candidate must serve an 
apprenticeship before recognition of his ability is granted." 

A prevailing attitude was expressed to me in the letter of a recent 
graduate when applying to me for a job. "Mr. Forbes, the engi
neering graduate of today is willing to consider any position because 
he realizes his own limitations. He stands on the threshold of a 
perfectly definite field , and he has created within himself a mental 
condition in which he has perfect confidence. But-and this is the 
important point-he lacks actual contact with business relations 
and with industry itself. . . . He believes, then, that with certain 
limitations he can find these important things in almost any position 
which he may accept." This is coming right back to the old theory 
that no provision for specific vocational education is needed, but 
applied after an extensive foundation has been laid. 

Dean Wright speaks of an apprenticeship to follow the business 
course. That would make the education of the young man consist 
of academic training to the completion of the college course, fol
lowed by two years of vocational foundation, and then an appren
ticeship of uncertain length. A logical argument can be made for 
this program, but I do not intend to discuss the argument. I will 
only point out the way that it has been working in recent years. 

Industry has been supplied with a large number of intelligent 
young men, mature in attitude and possessed of a large store of 
information, but coming to business with an almost incredible ig
norance of the knowledge that the employer wants . Employers 
might offer to these young men a long apprenticeship, but they have 
found from experience that the students are not prepared for such a 
program either mentally or financially. So they have met the prob-
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lem by extreme specialization. In a few weeks a young man can 
learn the formulas used in an engineering process, insert the figures 
for the particular job in view and turn out finished calculations 
almost as fast as an expert. I will illustrate the extent of this spe
cialization by the conditions in one factory for the manufacture of 
electric motors with which I am familiar. A customer inquires 
for a motor of slightly different design from standard. A salesman 
at the nearest branch office takes specifications of the requirements 
of the customer, but he has no idea of what will be required to meet 
these specifications. The information is sent to the sales office at the 
factory . From there it goes to the office of the manager of engi
neering. This office sends the electrical requirements to one 
engineering office where an estimate is made of the dimensions 
required to meet the electrical requirements. Another engineering 
office is then consulted which has the records of all the standard 
parts. If possible, standard parts are selected, but if none are suit
able the information next goes to the drafting room for estimates 
and sometimes drawings . This information, the list of parts and 
the estimates of new work, is sent to the cost department. The 
manager of engineering now has the estimated cost, which passes 
through the factory sales office, the district sales office, and finally 
the salesman is able to quote to the customer. Then, if the order is 
placed, it must pass through an even longer list of offices before 
actual work on it starts. 

There are advantages and disadvantages in such extensive sub
division of labor. It is my opinion that the subdivision has been 
carried beyond the most economical point. But observation of the 
methods of management shows that the reason for its adoption 
was not the inherent efficiency but the possibility of using the sup
ply of young men graduated from the schools with little or no 
knowledge of the business. 

Dean Wright referred to the apprenticeship that was to follow 
his school. The student sought actual contact with business rela
tions. The few found them, but many found only routine work in 
one narrow job. I am judging the result largely from the applicants 
who applied for work with me after working in these offices. That 
is not an entirely fair basis on which to judge, but what I saw was 
facts. I cannot say to how large numbers these facts applied. In 
the years preceding this depression, young men who had entered 
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the large offices directly from college, who had worked in these 
offices five to ten years, came to me disillusioned and dissatisfied, 
ready to start again at wages less than they had received when first 
out of college. They felt that they were in blind alleys with no 
prospect of any better future. And they gave me to understand 
that there was an unlimited supply of men in the same situation. 

Some of the executives in these large companies realized at the 
time that they were not doing the right thing by the students. 
They realized that for a large part they offered no prospect of 
advancement. As an example, I will quote from a personal letter 
of one of the representatives who visited the colleges for graduates. 
"Some of us who did the work here realized at the time as we went 
on the campuses in every state that the situation was going to crack 
and that what we were doing was not sound either from the stand
point of the college, the industry, or the individual student. When 
I left . . . to make a very long trip it was with the deepest mis
givings on the outcome of the whole project. On what is to be done 
about it, the other point, I am at a loss." 

This was about conditions before the depression. It was followed 
by curtailment in these offices, and a large part of the young grad
uates were dropped. I do not know what has become of them, for 
I have not been receiving as many applications as I did in the years 
immediately preceding. They appear to have been too discouraged 
even to ask. I will not predict what will become of them next, but I 
heard the statement of a prominent engineer of one of the largest 
companies that the young men who have been dropped by his com
pany will never be taken back, that when the time comes for more 
men in these specialized office jobs of minor grade they will turn 
to the schools for a new crop of graduates; and then, if circum
stances repeat themselves, they will treat the new graduates in 
the same way. 

Industry has met the increasing supply of graduates by so or
ganizing that it can make a profit from the labor of these graduates 
just as they are, regardless of the future. The ordinary graduate, if 
he receives no further education or guidance, may look forward 
to a blind alley job in which he will reach his highest level in a few 
years, with the continual prospect that he will be laid off to make 
way for a younger man. 

To prevent this situation, the only solution that I see is a return 
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to apprenticeship, either in addition to or instead of part of the 
school training. But blindly returning to apprenticeship may 
cause as great difficulties as it prevents. To illustrate, I will quote 
from some advice given to me by a member of the Lynn Advisory 
Committee on Apprentice Training: 

"In closing I think that you should seriously .consider . . . the 
possibilities for positions for these young men after they have com
pleted the training course, otherwise you are liable to run into the 
same difficulty that we have at Lynn where after a long training 
in our shops and engineering school, it is difficult to secure proper 
employment for the high school graduate on account of the great 
number of college-trained men seeking employment along similar 
lines." 

There is a reason for this difficulty. This particular apprentice 
course is more nearly like a school than like true apprenticeship. 
So it is not strange that it should meet the same difficulties. The 
course has been organized on a regular schedule, the apprentices 
being transferred from job to job in the factory, with a regular 
schedule of studies to accompany it. No effort was made to vary 
the course to meet the particular need of the time. An experience 
of this kind should serve as a warning against the routine schedule 
and the detailed program. But again we find the new Federal 
regulations on the wrong side. The Federal Committee on Appren
tice Training favors the "schedule of operations or processes" with 
the maximum of detailed program. 

A return to apprenticeship must be accompanied by vocational 
guidance. A few years ago the movement for organized voca
tional guidance seemed to offer great prospects. It was not intended 
to try to direct boys into particular jobs, but rather to give the 
boys information about the jobs, about the qualifications necessary 
to make good in these jobs, about the chances for steady work or for 
advancement, and finally to give the boys some information about 
themselves which would enable them to make an intelligent choice 
and a start under favorable conditions. The movement has not 
met expectations and today but little is heard about it. I would 
like to suggest that the reason was because vocational guidance 
became subservient to the school and to popular prejudice. I sus
pect that in a large proportion of cases, any man who carefully and 
impartially sought the best information that could be secured and 
gave it to the students would have found it difficult to keep his job. 
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Whether this was the real reason for the failure of the vocational 
guidance movement to meet expectations, the fact remains that 
the movement was silent on the question of feeding young men from 
technical, business, and liberal arts colleges into blind alley posi
tions in the offices of the large companies. In this most conspic
uous case of the need for guidance, the movement failed completely. 
The failure shows that efficient vocational guidance cannot be 
expected as long as the public and the parents are not interested. 
And without vocational guidance we cannot expect much improve
ment in vocational education. 

From the amount of money spent on education we might think 
that the parents were interested, but we have sufficient evidence 
that as a rule they are not. We have seen state laws passed that 
close opportunities in industry, but the parents did not protest. 
We have the evidence that when the NRA closed most of the re
maining educational opportunities in industry, the parents failed 
to make an audible protest. We have the evidence that when the 
President offered to restore apprenticeship, the newspapers did not 
consider it of sufficient importance to print the news. And since 
then, as the Secretary of Labor and her committees have been 
tightening the lines against the apprentices, the press has been 
silent. The newspapers know what interests the public. What 
better evidence can we get that the parents are not interested in 
vocational training for their sons than the fact that the newspapers 
will not print the news of such important changes? From a different 
point of view, there is the effectiveness of the crudest forms of 
propaganda. False statements of the money value of school attend
ance have been widely published and have received general accept
ance, in spite of the fact that the errors are easily seen by any 
intelligent person and have been pointed out in educational maga
zines. Propaganda of this kind would be absolutely impossible 
among parents who had a real interest in education and who sought 
the truth. 

Vocational guidance, apprenticeship and improvement in voca
tional education as a whole must wait until the parents are aroused 
to the need. But this seems very unlikely. Instead we may expect 
that to an increasing extent in each generation boys will be educated 
for unemployment. Coming from parents supported by the dole, 
they will remain on the dole for life, while those who should be 
leaders are holding the minor jobs that should go to those on dole. 
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Read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by Frank Colegrove, February 13, 1931 

Not unnaturally at the first, less excusably through the many 
years since, reports and writings of white men concerning the In
dians have stressed the items of "news value," real, supposed or 
invented points of difference. This has in large measure continued 
from the first quaint and fearful and mostly long-range impressions 
of the "painted salvages, " down to the present-the wilder and 
more exaggerated tales being the more frequently repeated. And, 
indeed, the injustice and injury which have been visited in such full 
measure upon the Indians, in ignoring their fundamental likenesses 
to ourselves and stressing their often superficial differences, have 
vitiated in greater or less degree the relations of every nation with 
its "alien" fellows , and of class with class in the same nation, so 
that a major problem of our time is to restrict this tendency of 
unsanctified human nature, in the interests of neighborliness. 

The purpose of this paper is the exact reverse of the traditional 
one of "news values"; namely, to point out things in which they are 
like us-all the little circumstances of speech, action or custom 
revealing the "touch of ature that makes us all kin," the homely 
trifles which, as we take them into our regard, accustom us to think
ing and speaking of these people in the same terms as of ourselves, 
as well as the rarer instances of distinguished humanity and unselfish 
heroism which attest the highest characteristics of our common 
nature. By humanities of the Indians I mean all of these "humanly 
human" things, as Mr. Chamberlain calls them, great and small. 
In this matter of likeness it is no longer a question whether we can 
equal the Indian on the lowest plane, but whether he can equal us on 
the highest. 

Mr. Alexander F. Chamberlain's conclusion, practically sum
marizing his two articles published in the Proceedings of the American 
Antiquarian Society, on" The Contributions of the American Indian 
to Civilization," and "Wisdom of the North American Indian in 
Speech and Legend," is that the North American Indian is, fun
damentally and generically, "a man, as we are men," and in the 
great situations of life has thought and done much as we have 
thought and done. "Reading these primitive documents," he 
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says, "all must agree that the Indian is one with men and women 
wherever they may be found; men at the highest moments of the great 
races of all time. " 

I shall take as my thesis Mr. Chamberlain's conclusion, and 
present such evidences in its support as I can in the compass of this 
paper, leaving it to you to decide whether they suffice to establish 
it. 

At the outset you will pardon me for alluding to so hackneyed a 
topic as the poetic sensibility of the American Indian to the influ
ences of his natural surroundings (one human trait which has re
ceived some just meed of appreciation from his biographers, in sheer 
wonder at its perfection, in contrast with the duller sensibilities of 
the white town-dwellers, because of the haunting beauty of these 
brief tributes from our poets: 

From Walt Whitman-
" The red aborigines! 

Leaving natural breaths, sounds of rain and wind, 
Calls of birds and animals in the woods, 
Syllabled to us for names--

Leaving such to the states, they melt, they depart, 
Charging the water and the land with names." 

And from DeMille-
" The memory of the Red Man, 

How can it pass away, 
While his names of music linger 
On each mount and stream and bay?" 

Some forty-five years ago the then newly opened territory along 
the Missouri River, adjacent to the present city of Pierre, South 
Dakota, afforded a favorable field for observation of the reactions 
both of the erstwhile savage to the white civilization brought to his 
doors, and of the supposed civilized whites to the relatively un
restrained life of the Indian's environment. The movement from 
both sides toward a common mean was marked; in the one phase 
hopeful, and in the other often discouraging. 

One Indian whom I encountered a number of times, usually sitting 
in lonely meditation in a nook under the bank of the Missouri, was 
the typical Indian of Cooper-tall and stately, with changeless 
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expression, his conversation restricted to "How?" and "Ugh!", 
clad only in a blanket and moccasins. No longer young, but still 
in full strength and vigor, he represented the comparatively im
mobile element of his people. Another, whose contrasting type 
arrested my attention at first sight, was a young Indian policeman 
from the reservation just across the river. In mixed Indian and 
white man's costume, with cowboy hat, and silk handkerchief about 
his neck, he sat with one leg crossed over the other, on the porch of 
the little store, smoking a cigarette and talking freely with all. 

The religion of the American Indian is too extensive a subject 
to be discussed in this paper, and I will merely mention its most 
fundamental conception and most insistent teaching-that without 
a guardian spirit (manito) no individual could possibly surmount 
the crises of his life. This conception marks him as a spiritual com
rade of Socrates. A familiar motto among the Iroquois was, "If a 
stranger wanders about your abode, welcome him to your home, be 
hospitable toward him, speak to him with kind words, and forget 
not to always mention the Great Spirit." 

And what of the home- the home life of the Indian in wigwam or 
tepee? Just what definite ideas are in the mind of the average white 
person when he thinks of an Indian home? Probably for the most 
part none; or, even, that the very notion is a contradiction in 
terms-home life in an Indian tepee of the plains! What pos
sibility is there in the conditions for anything akin to the high and 
beautiful sentiments and ideals which among us are connoted by 
the word home? Here is the touchstone of much of the most deeply 
and beautifully human quality of our nature. Can Tennyson's 
exquisite lines on the meeting of brother and sister after a period of 
separation-

" and betwixt them blossom'd up 
From out a common vein of memory 
Sweet household talk and phrases of the hearth," 

or the gentle and beautiful life "on the mats" of his home in Japan, 
so feelingly referred to by Lafcaclio Hearn, find any application, 
any response in the life of the Indian in his primitive and shifting 
abode? 

The only way to answer these questions is to go into the Indian 
abodes for such glimpses as our time and information will permit, 
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and see what the life actually is, noting chiefly the little trifles of 
incident and converse, of sympathetic association, of counsel and 
guidance, which reveal the spirit and sentiment of the home. I 
would throw out as a possible point of comparison, as it occurs to 
me, that the home life in the tepee may not be dissimilar to that 
in the tents of the Hebrew Patriarchs: 

Of course our survey of the tepee or wigwam must be most cur
sory. First let us note the arrangement or disposition of the various 
branches of the family; or first, indeed, that there is any definite 
and orderly disposition. Each branch of the family has a possessive 
right to a definite portion of the space, the arrangement being essen
tially uniform for the simple wigwam, and with obvious modifica
tions for the more extensive ones, which may have two or more 
entrances. In the small wigwam or tepee, then, with its circular 
or oval ground plan, single entrance, and fire in the center: At the 
right and the left of the entrance, respectively, are the father and 
the mother; beyond the father (who is usually at the right), the 
sons; and on the other side beyond the mother, the daughters; 
at the back, opposite the entrance, the grandmother. The rule is 
invariable that the youngest persons should live in the middle of the 
lodge, where they must pass their elders in entering or leaving. 

Of the Iroquois it is said, "There is no people who in their primi
tive state more religiously respected or distinctly defined the family 
ties and relationship. 

"The young maidens of the Chippewas were closely guarded and 
were modest in their behavior toward the young men of the tribe. 
If a young man wished to call upon a young woman, he talked first 
with the older people who lived next to the door of the lodge. He 
might then proceed to the middle of the lodge, where the young 
people lived, and talk with the girl in a low tone, but she was not 
allowed to leave the lodge with him. If a young man came to call 
rather late in the evening when the fire had burned low, the mother 
or grandmother would rise and stir up the fire so that it burned 
brightly, then fill her pipe and sit up and smoke. The young man 
could continue his call, but was conscious of being watched. The 
young men played the 'courting flute' in the evenings, but it was 
never permitted that a young girl leave the lodge in response to 
the flute. 

"The long winter evenings were pleasant and sociable. The fire 
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burned brightly, but no work was done which placed a strain on the 
eyes. A favorite pastime was the making of birch-bark trans
parencies. The women made basswood cord or fish nets, and some
times they made birch-bark makuks or dishes. The young men 
reclined in the wigwam and always had a drum conveniently near 
them. Sometimes they went to call on the neighbors or to hear the 
story-tellers; it was, however, necessary for the men to do con
siderable woodwork during the winter, making and repairing their 
snowshoes as well as their traps. The winter was the time for 
story-telling, and many old women were experts in this art ." 

With their resources, how would you improve on the general 
program? 

Much wise and kindly counsel and advice was given, both by 
parents and grandparents to the young, and by grandparents to 
their sons and daughters, and also by the "crier," specimens of 
which I shall quote without particular reference to the sources. 

"When the children went to bed the father or mother told them 
to lie still and try to think of something nice so they would have 
good dreams. They were encouraged to remember and relate these 
childish dreams." 

"When everyone had retired and the camp was quiet, an old man 
walked around the camp circle, passing in front of the dark tents. 
This man was a crier, and he made the announcements for the next 
day. He also gave good advice to the young people, who were 
taught to respect him and obey his words. Only a man who was 
known to embody in his own life the excellent principles he uttered 
was allowed to act as crier. He usually announced that it was time 
for the young men who were calling upon the young maidens to go 
home. He spoke impersonally of the conduct of the young people, 
describing incidents in such a manner that those concerned in them 
would know to what he referred. He taught sterling principles of 
character and gave such advice as he thought necessary. He em
phasized the teaching that the young people must not steal, also 
that they must keep away from fire water, use very little tobacco, 
and never say anything disrespectful concerning women. He told 
the women they must keep from quarreling, live peaceably, and 
not say bad things about each other. The advice to young men and 
women was: Obey your parents, take their advice, and respect 
them. If you live in that way while you are among your own people, 
you will be respected when you go to a strange village." 
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The grandmother and grandfather advised their daughters and 
sons, respectively, how to instruct and bring up the girls and boys. 
One advice which was strong and often repeated was, "If your chil
dren go among the neighbors and make a quarrel, don't you take 
their part. You must bring them home and make them behave 
themselves. Do not get into a quarrel with your neighbors because 
of the quarrels of the children." 

The mother told her daughter, "Do not run after a boy. If a 
young man wants to marry you, let him come here to see you, and 
come here to live with you." Of course there were occasional out
gleamings of the "painted savage," as the custom of some of the 
young girls to redden their cheeks with the juice of the bloodroot. 

"Humanly human," Mr. Chamberlain calls these words of an 
Omaha to his grandson: "My grandson, it is hard to lose one's 
mother, to see one's children die, but the sorest trial that can come 
to a man is to have his wife lie dead. . . . No one is so near, no 
one can be so dear as a wife; when she dies, her husband's joy dies 
with her. My grandson, old men who have gone have taught me 
this . I am old. I have felt the things. I know the truth of what 
I say." 

Also the prayer and the song which follow. 
Traditional prayer of a Navaho Indian woman as she sprinkles an 

offering of meal on the fire at the dedication of her house: 

"Burn serenely, my fire. 
May peace surround my fire. 
My fire prepares my children's food; 
May it be sweet and make them happy." 

Song composed by a Sioux Indian mother who saw her dead 
child in a dream: 

"I made moccasins for him, 
I made moccasins for him, 
For I love him, 
For I love him. 
To take to the orphan, 
To take to the orphan. 
Soon I shall see my child, 
Soon I shall see my child, 
Says your mother, 
Says your mother." 
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The Indian mother had her infant constantly witli her , and the 
daily relation between mother and child was closer than in t he white 
race. And t he relations between the mother and daughter remained 
peculiarly close and sympathetic. 

Here is a lullaby-a very simple one-the significant thing being 
that t he lullaby has been found in nearly every tribe whose music 
has been at all explored. This one is characteristic in its reference 
to t he gisuk, a little gray bird that runs to and fro along t he sands . 

"Gisuk, black-headed Gisuk, 
Run and come so the baby's eyes will go to sleep." 

All mothers who croon lullabies to t heir babies are akin. 
The narrative of Snana, a Sioux Indian woman, rescuer and pre

server of Mary Schwandt in the Sioux uprising of 1862, in her own 
words reveals so much of home and mother feeling that I insert most 
of it here. 

"About eight days before the massacre my oldest daughter had 
died, and hence my heart was still aching when t he outbreak oc
curred. Two of my uncles went out to see the outbreak, and I told 
them that if t hey should happen to see any girl I wished t hem not to 
hurt her but to bring her to me that I might keep her for a length 
of t ime. One evening one of my uncles came to me and said that he 
had not found any girl, but that there was a young man who brought 
a nice looking girl. I asked my mother to go and bring this girl to 
me; and my uncle, having heard of our conversation, advised my 
mother that she ought to take something along with her in order 
to buy this girl. Hence I told her to take my pony with her , which 
she did. 

"When she brought this girl, whose name was Mary Schwandt, 
she was much larger than the one I had lost, who was only seven 
years old; but my heart was so sad that I was willing to take any 
girl at that time. The reason why I wished to keep t his girl was to 
have her in place of the one I lost. So I loved her and pitied her, 
and she was dear to me just the same as my own daughter. 

" During the outbreak, when some of the Indians got killed, they 
began to kill some of t he captives. At such times I always hid my 
dear captive white girl. At one time the Indians reported that one 
of the captives was shot down and also that another one had her 
throat cut ; and I thought to myself that if they would kill my girl, 
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they must kill me first. Though I had two of my own children at 
that time with me, I thought of this girl just as much as of the 
others. I made her dress in Indian style, thinking that the Indians 
would not touch her when dressed in Indian costume. . . . Once 
when the soldiers came near us, all the bad Indians were trying to 
skip from the country, mean and angry; but at this time I dug a hole 
inside my tent and put some poles across, and then spread my 
blankets over and sat on top of them as if nothing unusual had hap
pened. But who do you suppose was inside the hole? My dear 
captive girl, Mary Schwandt, and my own two little children. When 
the soldiers camped beside us my heart was full of joy. . . . When 
I turned this dear child over to the soldiers my heart ached again; 
but afterward I knew that I had done something which was right. 
From that day I never saw her nor knew where she was for thirty
two years, until the autumn of 1894; when I learned that she lives 
in St. Paul, being the wife of Mr. William Schmidt. Soon I went 
to visit her, and I was respected and treated well. It was just as if 
I went to visit my own child." 

I suppose that intolerable monotony, ennui, at once the bane and 
the spur of human life, is the mother of the invention of all games
pastimes, as they are well called-and, indeed, of about everything 
else exciting that is "started," from gambling and racing to wars. 
And so it is no wonder that the Indians of the great solitary spaces 
developed them in great number and variety, for loafing on the 
prairie is not exciting. I once tried it, and soon turned to digging 
wells and cisterns, and acting as mason's helper in preference. 
However, for my present purpose I wish only to call attention to a 
few of the simple household games in use in and about the wigwam, 
so characteristically the development of home life, just to help us 
visualize the Indian's home and its commonplace accessories in 
terms of likeness to our own. If you should drop into the house 
of your neighbor (or at least it was so before this movie-crazed age), 
you would not be surprised to see the children playing jackstraws. 
But in the wigwam or tepee of the Indians? It struck me with a 
1 ittle shock of surprise to learn that this was a common game with 
the Indians, played with a bunch of fifty to seventy-five slender 
sticks, a little larger than a match, and about four and one half 
inches long, and a little wooden hook. The same sticks were used in 
playing a game similar to our jackstones. The sticks were laid 
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across the back of the hand of the player, who then quickly with
drew his hand and, with the palm still downward, tried to catch all 
of the sticks between his thumb and forefinger . Cat's Cradle was 
another favorite game, and they had invented many figures for the 
completed cradle. And the top was one of the most widely diffused 
of Indian children's playthings. 

One of the deep, abiding human instincts is the desire to possess 
treasure; things prized not for their intrinsic worth or utilitarian 
value, nor as money or medium of exchange, but entirely from the 
esthetic standpoint; things represented to us by jewels, precious 
stones, bric-a-brac. Of course the unstable conditions of life and 
habitation among the Indians have been a great handicap to them 
in the development of this sentiment. In their circumstances what 
sort of treasures would you acquire? 

In the investigation of this esthetic instinct among the Indians 
it came to me with a sort of pleased wonder that counted among 
their treasures are woodpeckers' scalps. It seemed so like us, espe
cially like us when children. These are of two sizes, both of them 
scarlet and beautifully soft; those from the larger bird being slightly 
the more brilliant. They represent the Yurok idea of the acme of 
splendor. These are worked into magnificent dance headdresses, 
and used as trimming on other religious ceremonial regalia. And 
here I will say that their "treasures" were practically always used 
in connection with their religious worship and ceremonials. Per
haps it is not a far cry from their satisfaction in these woodpecker
scalp decorated regalia to ours in a finely bound, gold-clasped 
prayer book or Bible. 

Perhaps nothing makes a more universal esthetic human appeal 
than finely wrought and polished stones, and the delight of the 
Indians in these, and their constant association of them with their 
worship, allies them in sentiment with the writer of the Apocalypse 
of St. John. So, among their most valued treasures are large, beauti
fully wrought flakes or blades of obsidian, jasper, and flint. These 
are valued according to their size and color. They might be called 
conventionalized blades, their form being that of two ordinary 
blades joined base to base, tapering symmetrically to a point at 
either end. An observer says, "There are other articles paraded 
and worn in this and other ceremonial dances which they will on 
no account part with, at least to an American-one of these is the 
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flake or knife of obsidian or jasper. I have seen several of these 
which were fifteen inches or more in length and about two and one 
half inches wide in the widest part. Pieces as large as this are car
ried aloft in the hand in the dance, wrapped with skin or cloth to 
prevent the rough edges from lacerating the hand. The large ones 
(they reach to thirty or more inches in length and five in width) 
cannot be purchased at any price. . . . These are not properly 
knives, but jewelry for sacred purposes. " 

The red obsidian is rarer than the black and does not come in as 
large pieces, and is valued more highly. Still more valuable are the 
blades of white flint, which cannot be chipped quite so evenly as the 
obsidian, but can be worked broader and somewhat thinner. The 
largest of these run to about a foot and a half long. 

Deerskins of rare colors were among the most highly esteemed 
treasures, and even a common deerskin represented treasure value 
when prepared for dance use. Besides the hide, there was the labor 
of stuffing the head, and woodpecker scalps were needed for eyes, 
ears, throat, and tongue. An unusually light or dark skin was 
worth more. A pure albino skin, with transparent hoofs, was rated 
at 250 to $500. But this is a theoretic valuation given for the sake 
of comparison. The Yurok state that fine white skins did not change 
ownership. Their possession was known far and wide, and to part 
with one on any consideration would have been equivalent to a king 
selling his crown. 

As to the savage warrior "drinking the blood of his mangled 
victims," of whom our schoolboys were wont to declaim, he has 
rathered faded out of the picture. There is no longer any point in 
speaking of "savage" versus "civilized" warfare. If, like us, the 
Indians were ferocious and cruel in war (I beg pardon. "Efficient," 
I should now say.), and if even their women sometimes took part 
in the fighting-well, we have heard of "battalions of death" in the 
Russian and the French armies . And, anyway, the Indians never 
made war that some of them might get rich by manufacturing war 
canoes and bows and arrows, and the "bobbed-haired bandit" is 
not, I believe, an Indian product. So I will not dwell on the savage 
warrior. But, strange as it may seem to many of us, for a field in 
which the "savage" has played an eminent part, and in which we, 
in all our pride of "civilization," may well take from him a lesson 
and an example, we may turn to the propagation of peace. ' 
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It is of the irony of fate that the pioneers of this great American 
Republic, which has been in our day t he chief obstacle to the League 
of Nations, should, from considerations of supposed political neces
sity, have been the instrument of the destruction of the great 
Iroquoian Confederacy, the most democratic, enlightened, and 
progressive government among the North American Indians, and 
probably the longest maintained republic known _to history
together with its interwoven League of Nations for Peace. I can 
perhaps present this matter most quickly and satisfactorily in 
quotations from an art icle by J . N. B. Hewitt, in the Smithsonian 
Institut ion Report for 1918, entit led "A Constitutional League of 
Peace in the Stone Age of America ." 

"In the Stone Age of America the Mohawk, the Onondaga, the 
Oneida, the Cayuga, and the Seneca, five Iroquoian tribes dwelling 
in the central and the eastern regions of what is today the State of 
New York, established a tribal federation or league, with a care
fully prepared constitution, based on peace, righteousness, justice, 
and power. 

"After more than four years of a world war, characterized by 
such merciless slaughter of men, women, and children, by such 
titanic mobilization of men and weapons of destruction, and by 
such hideous brutality, t hat no past age of savagery has equaled 
them, the peoples of the earth are now striving to form a league of 
nations for the expressed purpose of abolishing the causes of war and 
to establish a lasting peace among all men. So of more than passing 
interest is the fact that in t he sixteenth century, on t he North 
American Continent, there was formed a permanent league of five 
tribes of Indians for the purpose of stopping for all time the shed
ding of human blood by violence and of establishing lasting peace 
among all known men by means of a constitutional form of govern
ment based on peace, justice, righteousness, and power, or author
ity. Its founders did not limit the scope of this confederation to 
the five Iroquian tribes mentioned above, but they proposed for 
themselves and their posterity the greater task of gradually bring
ing under this form of government all the known tribes of men, not 
as subject peoples, but as confederates. 

" The dominant motive for the establishment of the League of the 
Five Iroquois Tribes was the impelling necessity to stop the shed
ding of human blood by violence, through the making and ratifying 
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of a universal peace by all the known tribes of men, to safeguard 
human life and health and welfare. Moreover, it was intended to be 
a type or model for all tribes alien to the Iroquois. To meet this 
pressing need for a durable universal peace, these reformers pro
posed and advocated a constitutional form of government as the 
most effective in the attainment of so desirable an end. 

"In eulogizing their completed labors the founders of the league 
represented and described it as a great human tree of flesh and blood, 
noted for size and length of leaf, which was also represented as being 
set up on a great white mat-that is to say, on a broad foundation 
of peace- and whose top pierced the visible sky. It was conceived 
as having four great white roots composed of living men and women, 
extending respectively eastward, southward, westward, and north
ward among the tribes of men, who were urgently invited to unite 
with the league by laying their heads on the great white root nearest 
to them." 

Aside from its league of peace, the Iroquois Confederacy was a 
remarkable political structure, and a monument to both the wisdom 
and the humanity of its framers. It embodied, in that early day, in 
practical effect, such advanced modern features as woman suffrage, 
the initiative, the referendum, and the recall. As one writer says, 
"They had planned a mighty nation, and without doubt had the 
coming of the Europeans been delayed but a century, the League 
would have included all the tribes between the Great Lakes and 
the Gulf of Mexico. . . . The equality of rights granted women 
was one of the principal factors in the strength of their confederacy, 
or union." 

The participation of the women in the government was often 
through rather roundabout methods of procedure, but it was very 
real and powerful. Indeed, in invoking the initiative, the referen
dum, and the recall, the first steps were taken by the women alone, 
though their action must be confirmed and completed by the men 
or by both acting together. Two rather peculiar customs attest 
the high regard in which women were held among the Iroquois: 
When a referendum proposition was submitted in the tribal council 
to the suffrages of all the people, including infants, the mothers cast 
the votes of the infants. And when, as a practical measure for 
checking the blood feud, a legal tender of a prescribed price for the 
lifE\ of a man or a woman was provided, the legal tender for the life 
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of a woman was twice that for a man, because the value of a woman's 
life to the community was regarded as double that of a man's. 

Here is a very brief presentation of the salient points in an ex
perience of a lumberman in the wilds of interior Wisconsin, on the 
famous lumbering streams. Under his caption, "A Chippewa Good 
Samaritan," the narrator, Osborn Strahl, says: 

"It was in border times, before the introduction of civil law, 
when the Winnebago, the Menominee, the Chippewa, and the fierce 
and lawless whites often came in contact and made life hideous for 
any timid fellow." At that time a lumberman on these streams had 
but primitive ways of prosecuting his business, and encountered 
many a difficulty and hazard, and often death, for the wild waters 
laugh at the puny strife of man. The narrator, with several com
panions, went far up the streams. They got out the logs, made their 
rafts, and started to float them down the tumultuous stream. 
"Three times we shot the rapids with our rafts and barely escaped 
with our lives, but the third time our raft was banged about amongst 
the rocks and crushed to pieces, and we men clung to a point of rock 
that stood a foot or two above the water. For half a day or more 
we waited there, feeling sure there was no help for us, when an In
dian in his bark canoe made his appearance on the wild waters 
above us, dropping from rock to rock until our location was reached; 
and, skipping across the mad waters from the eddy of one rock to 
another with a dexterity only attainable by these savages that we 
assume to despise, he put us one at a time on shore. As I stood on 
safe land again looking back at the perilous situation, one could 
not blame me for a fervent emotion of thankfulness enduring as life; 
the despised Indian got the better of me here in rendering invalu
able service for a multitude of hates. A tiny drop from Heaven, 
perhaps, touched his heart. May the recollection of his favor ever 
soften and mitigate the rancor of my thought toward him and his 
kindred." 

The outbreak of the Sioux in 1862 was the occasion of an epic 
example of heroism and humanity which would shine in the annals 
of any race or people. I present a free and much condensed sum
mary of the narrative of Doane Robinson, "A Side Light on the 
Sioux": 

In an attack on a frontier settlement in Minnesota, in which most 
of the settlers were massacred, Mrs. John Wright and two children, 
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a boy of six and an infant in arms; Mrs. Wm. J. Duly and two girls, 
the eldest of whom was 12 years of age; Lillie Everett, a girl of 
8 years, and two other little girls, daughters of Thomas Ireland, 
became captives in the band of White Lodge, a subordinate chief 
of the Santee Sioux. White Lodge and his band, consisting of about 
180 persons, at once departed with their captives for the Dakota 
country, and by November first they arrived at the Missouri River, 
near the line now dividing North and South Dakota. 

The Teton Sioux at this period lived on the Missouri, in the 
vicinity of Fort Pierre, and when the news of the Santee attacks 
came to them, they assembled in a council at which they resolved 
as a tribe to remain neutral. There were, however, some progres
sive young Tetons who advocated active interference in behalf of 
the whites, but they were overruled in council. Two of these young 
men, Martin Charger, and Kills and Comes, a few days later sat 
down on the bank of the river, and, after a long discussion of the 
situation, decided to attempt to organize the young men of the tribe 
into an association for the purpose of rendering the whites such 
assistance as lay in their power, without involving their people in 
war with the Santees. Their proposition, however, was received 
with so much derision by the older Tetons that they were able to 
induce but nine others to join with them. These eleven boys, the 
eldest of whom was but twenty years of age, with all the grave 
formality of the oldest braves, solemnly pledged themselves to with
hold no sacrifice of comfort, effort, property, or life which it might 
be necessary to make to serve the white people. They called their 
society by a name which is best translated "The Young Men's 
Association," but by their own people they were known as the 
"Crazy Band," an appellation which clings to them to this day. 
The boys thus banded together were Charger, Kills and Comes, 
Four Bear, Mad Bear, Pretty Bear, Sitting Bear, Swift Bird, One 
Rib, Strikes Fire, Red Dog, and Charging Dog. They were not 
prompted to this action by any sinister or mercenary motives, but 
from sentiments of humanity which would have been creditable to 
men of the highest civilization; nor was their action suggested to 
them by white men, but was wholly original with themselves. 

The "Crazy Band" learned in November from some traders 
where the Santees with their captives were encamped, and at once 
prepared to put their professions into practice. They gathered up 
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their robes and other peltry, and taking them to the trading house, 
traded them for food, especially sugar and other delicacies which 
they knew would be attractive to the Santees, and with these sup
plies and their horses, started on the long, difficult adventure. 

Arrived near the hostile band, they pitched their camp, and 
invited them to a council, to which White Lodge and his head men 
came, with guns under their blankets. Charger opened the con
ference with a typical Indian talk, concluding: "You see us here. 
We are only young boys. Our people call us crazy, but we want to 
do something good. If a man owns anything, he likes it and he will 
not part with it for nothing. We have come here to buy the white 
captives and give them back to their friends. We will give the 
horses for them, all the horses we have. That proves that we want 
the captives very much, for our hearts are good and we want to do 
a good thing." Then each of the other ten boys repeated verbatim 
Charger's harangue. 

White Lodge replied: "We come from the east where the sky is 
made red by the fires that burn the homes of the whites, and the 
earth is red with the blood of the whites whom the Santees are 
killing. These white captives I have taken after killing many of 
their people. I will not again be a friend of the whites. I have 
already done a bad thing, and now I will keep on doing bad things. 
I will not give up the captives. I will fight until I drop dead." 

Then the boys spread a feast, and Charger extended the invitation 
to partake in these words : "Here is food; eat what you want and 
go home, and we will take the captives and go home." 

White Lodge and his braves accepted the hospitality, but on the 
conclusion of the feast he remained obstinate in his refusal to give 
up the captives, and bloodshed seemed imminent. After much 
bullying another formal council was arranged, and the boys re
peated their previous statements,-and again a third time, but 
only to meet the same refusal from White Lodge. 

Then Charger played his last card. He said, "White Lodge, you 
talk very brave. You kill white men who have no guns, and you 
steal women and children and run away with them where there are 
no soldiers. If you are brave, why did you not stay and fight the 
soldiers who had guns? Three times we have offered our horses for 
the captives and you have refused us. Now we will take the cap
tives and put them on the horses and take them to their friends . 
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If you make us trouble the soldiers who have guns will come against 
you from the east, and our people, the Tetons, will come against 
you from the west, and we shall then see how brave you are." 

At this a Santee from the outside, who did not sit in the council, 
called to Black Hawk, the eldest son of White Lodge: "Black 
Hawk, why do you not speak? Why sit so still?" 

Black Hawk then spoke, addressing the Tetons. "You young 
people have done right. Your grub tastes good. You are straight 
young men respected by your own people. I know some of you, 
but my father, White Lodge, does not know you. We are starving 
and it is winter. I have one white child which I will give up. Let 
the others do as I have done and give up their captives." 

After much more wrangling and jockeying, all but one of the 
captives were finally given up, and the boys had traded themselves 
out of all their property except one horse and four guns. The 
remaining captive, Mrs. Wright, was claimed by White Lodge, and 
he absolutely refused to give her up, until Black Hawk, and his 
brother, Chased by the Ree, proposed to take her away from their 
father and give her over to the boys, in consideration of the remain
ing horse. This was done, and the boys at last started on the return 
trip. They were more than a hundred miles from home, in a north
ern winter, without horses or food. The captives were without 
clothing, and the boys gave them their blankets, leaving their own 
bodies seriously exposed . After a time they met a friendly Indian 
on a horse, and they gave him two of their remaining guns for the 
horse, and, rigging up a travoix, placed five of the children upon it. 
Pretty Bear carried the youngest child on his back and the women 
walked. We cannot take time to detail the hardships and sufferings 
of that terrible return trip. Encountering some others of the 
friendly Yanktonaise, they gave one gun for an old cart, a little 
food and some moccasins. The last obstacle was the passage of the 
half-frozen river opposite the home of the boys, which was finally 
accomplished with the help of some of their people. From here the 
captives were forwarded by wagons to Fort Randall, and eventually 
reached their homes. 

Are there any of us who would not be proud to claim kinship with 
these "crazy" boys? 
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Read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by William H. Cunningham, November 14, 1930 

George Fordyce Blake, Jr., was born into this world with an 
ancestral background which was interwoven with the industrial 
and political history of Massachusetts from the earliest colonial 
days. His great-great-great-great-grandfather, William Blake, 
came to America with his son, James, in 1635 and settled at Dor
chester, where he made the acquaintance of William Pinchon. In 
May, 1636, he with Pinchon and their associates drew up the Ar
ticles of Association for Agawam, now Springfield. 

James Blake, the son, was a selectman of Dorchester for thirteen 
years, rater, constable, deputy of the general court, "clerk of writs," 
recorder and sergeant in the military company. He was deacon 
of the Dorchester Church for thirteen years and then served as 
ruling elder until his death. He erected the second house built 
upon Dorchester Neck. This house stood near Castle William, 
now known as Fort Independence, and was destroyed by British 
troops on February 13, 1776, a little more than a month before the 
evacuation of Boston. 

Mr. Blake's great-grandfather, Increase Blake, was a tin-plate 
worker with a shop on King Street, Boston, now State Street. He 
is said to have supplied the Provincial troops with canteens, car
tridge boxes, etc., but to have refused to make them for the royal 
troops and, in consequence, to have been driven out of town. Of 
his wife, it is related that one day during the siege of Boston she 
was sitting in front of her door reading the Bible when a passing 
British soldier asked what she was reading. She replied, "A story 
of the cross." The soldier took the Bible from her, saying he would 
fix it so that she would always remember the cross and with his 
sword cut a deep cross through many pages of the book. This 
Bible is now in the possession of Mrs. E. A. Knowlton, Rochester, 
Minnesota. 

Mr. Blake's grandfather, Dr. Thomas Dawes Blake, spent his 
early days in Worcester, where he graduated from Dr. Payson's 
School with the highest honors in his class. He practiced for a short 
time in Petersham and in 1799 settled in Farmington Falls, Maine. 

Mr. Blake's father, George F. Blake, Sr., was a noted inventor. 
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Among his inventions was a water meter but his greatest achieve
ment was the Blake Steam Pump, which was so successful that a 
large factory was erected in East Cambridge and also one in Lon
don, England. 

George F. Blake, Jr., was born February 9, 1859, at Medford, 
Massachusetts, the son of George F. Blake and Martha Skinner 
Blake. He attended school in Medford and Belmont, Massachu
setts, and Warren Academy at Farmington, Maine. He also 
attended the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where he 
received his training as an architect, but never followed this pro· 
fession. In 1880 he journeyed around the world, at the end of which 
trip he entered business. He came to Worcester in 1884 and with 
Boutwell Brothers of Boston and Lowell established the Blake
Boutwell Company. They purchased the hardware business of 
Mason & Lincoln on Front Street. This partnership was dissolved 
in 1886, and Mr. Blake established the firm of Geo. F. Blake, Jr., 
& Company, dealers in Steel, Iron, Heavy Hardware, and Black
smith Supplies. In 1888 Mr. Blake built the present warehouse and 
office at the Junction of Bridge, Foster, and Mechanic streets, 
using only the basement and the first and second floors. The bal
ance of the building was rented for warehousing purposes until 
about 1892, when they increased their lines to sheet iron and metal, 
using the entire building. The business has been carried on at this 
location ever since . In 1916 they leased the old Boston and Albany 
freight house on Franklin Street for storage purposes to take care 
of the material they were carrying during the war. 

In 1923 Mr. Blake bought the land at the corner of Summer 
and Asylum streets and built a second warehouse at this location 
for the carrying of heavy structurals and machinery steel, equipping 
it with electric cranes, hoists, etc. In 1926 he built an extension 
to the Foster and Mechanic streets storage house, which is used for 
sheet metal and highly finished cold rolled steel. 

Mr. Blake was actively connected with this business until 1908 
when he was made a vice-president of the State Mutual Life Assur
ance Company, of which he had been elected a director in 1898. 
For a time he divided his attention between the Geo. F. Blake, Jr., 
& Company and the State Mutual Life Assurance Company, leaving 
most of the actual control of the former to G. W. Gabriel as general 
manager . In 1914 Clarence C. Dodge became general manager 
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of the Geo. F. Blake, Jr ., & Company and continued in this position 
until Mr. Blake's death in 1928. 

The business was incorporated as Geo. F. Blake, Inc., in April, 
1929. 

About 1900 Mr. Blake started a bar iron rolling mill at Wareham, 
which he operated for several years but which was discontinued 
about 1906 or 1908. 

Mr. Blake was also vice-president of the Worcester County Insti
tution for Savings and a director of the Worcester Bank & Trust 
Company. 

The personality of George F. Blake was one of the most delightful 
I have ever encountered. He was strikingly attractive in personal 
appearance and possessed of unusual charm, always kind, always 
pleasant, and always considerate. I had unusual opportunities of 
learning the reactions not only of many men meeting him for the 
first time but of many more who were constantly associated with 
him or had met him frequently. I never knew of one who did not 
yield to his charm at the first meeting or whose admiration did not 
increase as the acquaintance progressed. The devotion of his em
ployees was not confined to the loyalty engendered by respect but 
was augmented by a feeling of personal affection for him. Mr. 
Blake's place in the community was gained not alone from his 
business achievements, which were accomplished in an unobtrusive 
but effective manner far from spectacular, but from his capacity 
for attracting and retaining friendships, and his death left a sense 
of personal loss with all who had been so fortunate as to come in 
contact with him. 



EDWIN BROWN 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by Earle Brown, ovember 9, 1923 

Edwin Brown was born in Worcester, Massachusetts, March 24, 
1844. 

His father, Albert Brown, was born in Rehoboth, Massachusetts, 
and came in 1825 to Worcester, as a young man to start in business. 

The immigrant ancestor of the family, John Brown, landed in 
Salem in 1629, and when John Endicott was elected Governor of the 
Plantation he was chosen on the Council. In the course of a few 
years he journeyed to Plymouth and Taunton where he lived for 
a time. In 1644 he became one of the founders of Rehoboth. 

In 1828 Albert Brown married Mary Blair Eaton, who was 
descended from Adonijah Rice, the first white child born in Wor
cester. 

In 1854 the father died suddenly, leaving the mother with nine 
children; Edwin being ten years old and the sixth child in age, the 
youngest only two years old. Edwin was born in the house which 
his father built on Pearl Street, on the lot in the rear of the present 
Slater Building. This same land was later sold to the Young Men's 
Christian Association. 

His education was in the public schools and on leaving the high 
school at sixteen years of age, he entered the City Bank as mes
senger . He was always interested in athletics and as a lad belonged 
to the gymnasium which Thomas Wentworth Higginson organized 
in a large barn on Fountain Street, which later was burned to the 
ground. 

His greatest interest, however, was in rowing, and he was among 
the early ones to make the Lake, then known as Long Pond, a center 
of boating. In the annals of the Quinsigamond Boat Club written 
for its fiftieth anniversary, it was noted that he was one of the seven 
young men who held a meeting on the tenth day of October, 1857, 
for a first row on the Pond which marked the beginning of the club. 
This club was largely instrumental in bringing the collegiate regat
tas to the Lake from 1859 until 1870 when he was referee in the last 
Harvard-Yale Regatta rowed on the Lake. 

At the breaking out of the Civil War in 1861, he desired greatly 
to enlist and follow his elder brother, Stewart; but not until 1862, 
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when he was eighteen years old, did his mother give her consent. 
On September 25, 1862, he was mustered into Company C, Fifty
first Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteer Militia. The regiment 
was sent to Newbern, North Carolina, and he was in the battles of 
Goldsboro, Whitehall, and Kingston, North Carolina. Later the 
regiment went into Virginia, taking the long, forced march to 
Gettysburg, Pa., only to arrive too late for the battle. Throughout 
his service he was often detailed to headquarters under Colonel 
A. B. R. Sprague. He was mustered out July 27, 1863. 

On his return, he was taken into the City Bank as bookkeeper for 
two years; then a short time at the old Worcester Bank, whence he 
returned to the City Bank to be made later assistant cashier. 

In 1870 he resigned to enter the card clothing business in partner
ship with Timothy K. Earle, the firm name being T. K. Earle & Co. 
In 1880 the business was incorporated under the name of the T. K. 
Earle Manufacturing Company, with Mr. Brown as agent and 
treasurer. 

In 1881 Mr. Earle died, leaving Mr. Brown in full charge of 
the business. 

In 1886 he traveled in Europe for three months, visiting wire mills, 
cotton and woolen factories where card clothing is used and seeing 
customers in England, France, Belgium, and Germany. In this 
same year a little book was published by the T. K. Earle Manu
facturing Company entitled A Century Old, giving an account of 
the card clothing industry in this country from its beginning. In 
the compilation of this Mr. Brown had an important part. 

In 1890 the T. K. Earle Manufacturing Company sold out to the 
American Card Clothing Company, which ultimately bought all 
the card factories in the country but one, and established a main 
office in the old Knowles Building in Worcester. Mr. Brown was 
made treasurer of the American Card Clothing Company and 
retained that office fourteen years. 

The T. K. Earle Manufacturing Company had made the first 
rubber-faced cloth for card clothing to be used instead of the leather 
in which the wire teeth are set, and this department was not sold 
with the business to the American Card Clothing Company, but was 
removed to Providence to the factory of the Mechanical Fabric 
Company of which Mr. Brown was an active director until about 
1904. 

-· 
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Soon after this he was interested with his son, Caspar M. Brown, 
in the Worcester Metal Goods Company of which he was treasurer 
and director for about seven years until 1911. 

He was a director in the Worcester Five Cents Savings Bank and 
was vice-president at the time of his death . He was also a member 
of the Worcester Fire Society since 1888, and of the Society of 
Antiquity (now the Worcester Historical Society) for many years; 
of the Grand Army of the Republic, the Quinsigamond Boat Club, 
The Economic Club, The Worcester Club, and a director in the 
Associated Charities. 

Edwin Brown never held nor desired public office. 
His parents were among the early members of the First Unitarian 

Church, where he always retained his membership . 
In 1872 he married Marianna Mifflin Earle, daughter of his 

senior partner, Timothy Keese Earle, and Nancy Shove Hacker of 
Philadelphia. 

They had four sons: Earle Brown, counsellor at law in Wor
cester ; Edwin Hacker Brown, architectural engineer in Minne
apolis; Caspar Mifflin Brown, in business in San Francisco; and 
Lloyd Thornton Brown, orthopedic surgeon in Boston. 

On January 22, 1918, at the age of seventy-three years and ten 
months, he died suddenly of heart failure, though apparently in 
good health until that time. 



ALEXANDER BELISLE 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by Robert K. Shaw, June 12, 1923 

(Prepared chiefly from material kindly furnished by Messrs. 
Ferdinand Belisle, of Worcester, and Hector L. Belisle, 

Fall River. Edited by Robert K. Shaw.) 

Of all Worcester's foster-sons, who have been welcomed to her 
sheltering nest from traditions and inheritance other than her own, 
none perhaps felt a more conscious double pride in the history of 
both New France and New England than the subject of this sketch, 
Alexander Belisle. Born in the village of St. Victoire, P. Q., Cana
da, September 4, 1856, he arrived in ·worcester at an early age, and 
began at once the slender amount of formal education which was 
all that a large family in a new country could allow to the eldest of 
many children. 

Apprenticed to a shoemaker, he soon showed his discontent with 
merely mechanical employment, and at the age of twenty seized an 
opportunity which was to mold and develop his whole future career. 
It was in the centennial year of our American independence that 
Ferdinand Gagnon, owner, editor, and publisher of Le Travailleur 
here in Worcester, had the good sense to take into his employment 
the future historian of the Franco-American press. 

Mr. Gagnon was a man of scholarly taste, and was not slow in 
discovering that young Alexander Belisle was one to appreciate the 
value of an education and of the supreme importance in life of 
things of the spirit. As an avocation to his literary career, which he 
pursued as zealously as his necessary devotion to many business 
interests permitted, Mr. Belisle persistently gathered from any and 
every source, every scrap of material on the history and activities 
of French Canadians in New England, finally incorporating the 
researches of many years into his pioneer work in American jour
nalism entitled Histoire de la Presse Franco-Americaine, a work of 
unquestioned authority, issued in 1911. 

At the death of Mr. Gagnon, Alexander Belisle became business 
manager of Le Travailleur, but resigned the position shortly to enter 
the insurance business, to which he devoted the last thirty-six years 
of his life. Associated here with that fine gentleman of the old 
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school, John D. Washburn, he found a stimulus and outlet for all 
that was best in his nature, always looking up to his patron with an 
almost reverent affection unbroken even at Mr . Washburn's death. 

After Le Travailleur ceased publication, Mr. Belisle became more 
and more convinced of the need of such a newspaper, chiefly as a 
medium for the proper education and progress in Americanization 
of the great numbers of his fellow countrymen settling in New 
England without a knowledge of our language, and with very hazy 
notions of the elementary principles of democracy. 

With this unselfish aim he finaUy succeeded, in 1893, in launching 
L'Opinion Publique, later associating his brothers with himself in 
the Belisle Printing and Publishing company, a corporation designed 
to publish the newspaper and enter the field of commercial printing. 
This corporation he directed, as president, from its foundation to 
the day of his death. 

His interest in the progress and achievements of the French
Canadians in the United States increasing, Mr. Belisle traveled 
extensively in the West and South, meeting men of prominence 
wherever he went and forming the basis for a voluminous corre
spondence on his favorite study, the results of which nearly filled 
two rooms in his house, which he reserved as a kind of journalistic 
museum or library. After years of patient collecting, gleaning, 
sifting, and combining of elements, Mr. Belisle finally had the great 
satisfaction of producing the book which has made his name familiar 
wherever Franco-American papers are printed or read. 

With the completion of this real chef-d'ceuvre many would have 
been quite content, but in spite of poor and ever failing health, 
Mr. Belisle took up with zeal and fervor the collation of material 
for his local Livre d'Or des Franco-Americains de Worcester, a com
pilation of the professional, political, and social activities of the 
French-Canadians of this city. Though practically completed by 
the author as planned, the actual finishing touches had to be sup
plied by another hand. 

Practicing his own doctrine of civic service as set forth in the 
columns of L'Opinion Publique, Alexander Belisle became a candi
date for the Worcester Common Council in 1886, and served (the 
first of French-Canadian ancestry) during the next four years. 

Likewise was he the first to represent the French-Canadian 
element on the Board of Public Library Directors, to which office he 
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was elected by the City Council for the customary six-year term 
beginning in 1905. The honor of this position he appreciated 
highly, and particularly his elevation to the office of president of 
the board in 1910, after serving faithfully for two years as secretary. 
A regular and interested member, he could always be counted on 
to lend his active support to any measure leading toward an exten
sion of library privileges for Worcester's citizens. While president, 
he was instrumental in forwarding the movement for branch libra
ries, the first definite offer of a Carnegie gift coming during his term 
as president. During this year he was always on duty as presiding 
officer, conducting two special meetings in addition to the regular 
program. 

In the winter of 1922-1923 his health failed rapidly and on April 
10, after a brave fight, he succumbed to the fatal disease which had 
so long threatened. 

Mr. Belisle was a man of strong religious feeling and firm in the 
faith which had been his from childhood. In boyhood he learned to 
serve as acolyte during the religious services in his church. When 
in later years missions were conducted exclusively for men and eve
ning services were held, there being no boys present, he always 
volunteered to renew the service of his boyhood. This was done 
without self-consciousness or ostentation, but as a simple religious 
duty . . 

He was proud of his French ancestry. A few years ago he attended 
the unveiling of an equestrian statue of Lafayette, donated by the 
French-speaking citizens of Fall River to their city, the fine work 
of an Italian sculptor. The excellence of organization of the demon
stration and the patriotic spirit in which it was carried out made 
him speak of it with double pride as an American of French an
cestry. He called it the finest thing done by the French-speaking 
people in this section of the country. It pleased him from two 
standpoints, that of a man of French descent and that of a patriotic 
American . 

His associations with those who were not of his own blood or of 
his own faith were singularly free from prejudice. He was quick 
to rebuke any show of prejudice on the part of anyone who chanced 
to come near him. Claiming for himself the right to cherish those 
things which are nearest to the human heart, he recognized that 
right as belonging to others without in any way letting differences 
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of this kind interfere with the forming of sincere friendships based 
on the broad principles of manhood. Above all he was a thorough 
American, whose faith in the future of our institutions was un
bounded. His association with the Worcester Continentals may be 
taken as an illustration of his desire to be intimately associated with 
the traditions of American patriotism. 

Finally, he was essentially a self-made man. It would be a simple 
matter of justice to say that in developing himself he had the strong 
sympathy and encouragement of a devoted wife. His talent for 
making and keeping friends was remarkable. His manner was ever 
genial, his handshake warm, his smile sweet and genuine, his voice 
agreeable and well modulated. His type is one which his friends 
and relatives can ill afford to miss, but which we are all the happier 
and better for having known and loved. 



RICHARD O'FLYNN-A FOUNDER 

A sketch read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by George B. O'Flynn on the occasion of its 

Sixtieth Anniversary, January 24, 1935 

Had our revered friend, Professor Cutler, been assigned the task 
of writing a sketch of my grandfather, you would have had pre
sented to you a far better and more complete picture of the man 
than even I, his descendant, am capable of producing. 

Will you, then, bear with me while I endeavor to portray to you 
what manner of man he was? 

Staples, Smith, Rice, and O'Flynn-what common interest 
brought them together and eventually brought into being our 
Society? Surely it was their common interest in the ancient and 
the antique, and their zealous effort to acquire and preserve the 
memorials of early and passing Worcester. 

To them much credit is due. It is to be regretted, nevertheless, 
that such a group of men with this particular interest had not 
existed in Worcester at least fifty years earlier. 

To tell you of three of these men I am unable because of my ignor
ance and my specific assignment, which is this sketch of Richard 
O'Flynn. 

He was born in Grenane, Parish of N ewtowne, County Water
ford, Ireland, on February 24, 1829, the son of Thomas and Mar
garet Power O'Flynn. His mother was a descendant of the Norman 
family De la Poer, and his ancestors had resided in this section for 
three hundred years. 

Like the average Irish boy of his time, he carried his sod of turf 
to the hedge school, and in that institution peculiar to Ireland, he 
gained the rudiments of an education which served him well in 
later years. 

In one of his narratives, he describes the manner of securing heat 
for the primitive school he attended, in these words: "In a corner 
behind the master's chair was a heap of turf sods, being the con
tributions of all who wished to warm themselves during the day. 
Each one of us was expected to bring at least one sod a day, which 
would entitle the bearer to a seat. Around the fire we were packed 
like sardines, exhibiting and warming our speckled shins. About 
five minutes was the usual time allowed; then another relay would 
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take the places, and so on. All who failed to bring the required 
'sod' could sit and shiver, huddling close together their bare and 
cold feet, or folding cold hands under aprons or in pockets, mean
while casting envious glances at the fortunate ones whose well
roasted and marked shins surrounded the fire. I sat among the 
unfortunates many a day and remember it well." 

Of his schoolmaster he writes, "Many fond recollections linger 
in my memory of the master, the schoolhouse, and my youthful 
associates, very few of whom, if any, are now (1900) living. The old 
schoolmaster has long since been gathered to his kindred in the 
churchyard of Ballyduff, near his humble home and the scenes of 
his useful labors ." 

To be sure, this master of Richard was humble in a way but no 
potentate ever ruled more absolutely than he, in his floorless, earth
sided hedge school. 

From the age of eight years to ten, Grandfather was taught by 
Master Power and from the age of twelve (for some time) he studied 
in a national school. 

Being the eldest of seven sons and daughters was reason enough 
that he should soon find it necessary to become a wage earner. We 
find him successively a stock-herder, a grocer's clerk, and a baker. 

A weekly wage of $1.75 was certainly not over high for a young 
man of twenty years and the inducements were not such as to make 
Ireland as attractive as the dawning thought of a home beyond 
the sea. 

Therefore, when his obligations to his Portlaw employer had been 
discharged, he packed all his belongings in a small box and went 
home to say good-by to his loved ones . The final leave-taking from 
his father was at the hearthstone; but his mother, as mothers will, 
accompanied him to Waterford and saw him aboard the Anne 
Kenny, which landed him in New York after a rough voyage of 
seven weeks and three days. 

His objective was Worcester, for he had an uncle residing here, 
and shortly we find him working on a railroad construction job. 

The year 1852 was one of great economic distress in the industrial 
world and Grandfather found himself without work and sadly 
discouraged. 

His restless nature succumbed to the spirit of wanderlust and 
with only a dollar in his pocket he set forth on his travels with no 
particular objective save the hope that he might find work, 
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In spite of his poverty, he found means to buy the Boston Pilot 
and to purchase McGee's Irish Settlers, a book that cost him, aside 
from its price, a walk of nine miles through a snowstorm. 

His quest for work was at last crowned with success when he 
apprenticed himself to Allen and Olds of Danielson, Connecticut, 
to learn the trade of molder. From his meager wages he saved with 
earnest frugality, and from time to time, sent sums of money to his 
parents in Ireland. 

In 1856 when his agreement with his employer had ended, he once 
more returned to Worcester and secured employment at his trade in 
Wheeler's Foundry. 

Now, with a feeling of security at the prospect of permanent 
employment, he began to develop certain avocations. He allied 
himself with certain social organizations, among them the Father 
Matthew Total Abstinence Society and the Catholic Debating 
Society. 

He was almost fanatical in his hatred of liquor and naturally his 
greatest interest was in the former organization, to which he gave 
years of devoted service. 

But alas, his high hope of steady work was soon shattered and 
once again he surrendered to the wanderlust. 

For nearly two years he journeyed, with a friend, through much 
of the eastern part of our country and the southern states. There 
in the South, he saw slaves sold on the block, lashed by the whip, and 
hunted by hound. The awfulness of human bondage was burned 
into his soul and he realized the righteousness of abolition . 

Unsuccessful in his newest quest for work, he worked his way 
northward and in March of 1858 arrived in Worcester, rich in 
experience but financially poorer than the proverbial church mouse. 

At last, employment which proved steady came to him. With 
renewed courage and confidence, and with an earnest desire to 
establish a home in the land of his adoption, he wed, on April 21, 
1861, Anne O'Neil, who was born in Worcester in 1840. She was 
the daughter of Charles O'Neil, an early Irish settler of Worcester, 
and veteran of the British Army, and who had fought with distinc
tion at Waterloo. His book, The Military Adventures of Charles 
O'Neil, was published by Livermore in Worcester in 1851. 

Five sons of this veteran became soldiers in the Union Army, one 
of whom was Captain Thomas O'Neil, who gave up his life at Cold 
Harbor. 
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The wee ding day of Richard and Anne was not an occasion for 
much menymaking. Two days before, Worcester men had been 
fired upon as the Sixth Massachusetts Regiment marched through 
the streets of Baltimore. Also they had seen their five brothers 
march away with their regiment. 

However, with the zest of youth, Richard and Anne settled down 
to housekeeping. How much could be done on little can be ascer
tained by a glance at Richard's journal in which he states, "Worked 
302½ days; earned $453.75. Even with that small earning I saved 
a little, buried my sister, and sent money to my parents." 

Seven children came, in due time, to gladden the parents' hearts. 
Joys and sorrows, sunshine and tears, the common lot of all flesh, 
were experienced by this family. 

In 1875 the young wife and mother passed away. Three years 
later, Richard married Mrs. Ellen White, who died in this city 
in 1901. 

While Richard was always interested in politics from a student's 
standpoint, he was never an aspirant for office and only once held 
an elective position. Nominally a Democrat, the shibboleth of 
party was not a favorite with him, being too broadminded to ignore 
the virtues which he saw in all organizations. 

During the years 1877, 1878, 1879, 1880, 1883, and 1884 he served 
on the School Committee from Ward 5. He was ever a devoted 
friend of the public schools and nothing in his power was too good 
for them. Memories of his own youthful deprivations were always 
vividly in mind. 

He early recognized the importance of play in the lives of children 
and in the fall of 1882 he called a meeting in the fire station on 
Lamartine Street, with the thought that interest could be aroused 
for the establish,ment of public playgrounds. 

During the mayoralty of Colonel Stoddard, he petitioned the 
City Council for action in this direction. This was the first move
ment of its kind in Worcester. 

There was scarcely an organization among the Irish people of the 
city of which he was not a member. Recognized as a scholarly, 
methodical, painstaking man, he was usually selected for some 
responsible office. Then would begin for this Irish Samuel Pepys, 
a system of collecting and retaining all data pertaining to these 
societies until his library became a vast storehouse of facts con
cerning nearly everything Hibernian. 
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The story of Catholicism in Worcester from the very beginning, 
including detailed descriptions of the various parish churches in 
the city up to the time of his death, was recorded in a most legible 
hand and delightful style. These books are now the cherished 
property of your writer. 

Beginning with the organization of the Jackson Guards in the 
city-which, by the way, was the oldest Irish military company in 
the state-and continuing with the Emmett Guards, of which he 
was a member, he filled four large volumes with written and printed 
matter. His last entries were descriptions of the trip of the Ninth 
Regiment to Virginia in the summer of 1904. 

When urged by one to have some of his writings published, he 
answered, " I am collecting material for history. I am not writing 
it." 

In May 1877, Grandfather opened his antique and old bookstore 
on Front Street. At last his taste for literature could be completely 
satisfied, and it undoubtedly was. His private library grew apace . 

Up to the passage of the "Free Textbook Act" in 1884, he sold 
many books to the city for use in the schools. He was becoming 
quite prosperous and could now devote himself to his beloved hobby 
of collecting Indian relics. 

Up to 1903, his collection numbered 8,000 pieces, each one perfect 
and mounted with precision and a nicety that would thrill the heart 
of any collector. Much of his collecting was done with the coopera
tion of a negro preacher in Georgia. 

Professor Hitchcock of Amherst College pronounced the collec
tion remarkable. Professor Putnam of Peabody Institute told him 
that the collection was so valuable and desirable it should be in some 
institution. Consequent ly, in 1903, 1500 pieces of his collection 
became the property of this Society and is now one of the most 
valuable portions of a varied assortment. 

As the local agent of various British-American steamship lines 
for many years, he sold drafts for purposes of immigration largely, 
amounting to more than a million and a half dollars . Through this 
type of activity, he was able to extend a helping hand to many 
arriving in a strange land. 

As a dealer in books, he was able to obtain many choice volumes 
for his private library. Realizing that his days of enjoying them 
could not be long, he began the practice of contributing to the Pub-
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lie Library, giving in all almost five hundred volumes. Many of 
these books were in the Gaelic language. 

His love and veneration for the literature and language of ancient 
Ireland was to him almost an obsession. 

He was a fluent user of this parent speech of the Irish, which 
he could read with ease. He frequently acted as an interpreter in 
court where some immigrant, using Gaelic only, needed such 
services. 

He knew personally, and corresponded with, some of the most 
distinguished Gaelic scholars, including Dr . Douglas Hyde, to whom 
it was his fortune to speak in Gaelic, on his deathbed. 

Grandfather long felt that a complete record of the inscriptions 
and epitaphs in the old Catholic Cemetery in Tatnuck, as well as 
in St. John's, should be copied and preserved. So he set himself 
the task, aided by my father, who rather ruefully told me of the long 
hours spent, which to his boyish mind were decidedly wasted when 
he could have been swimming or playing ball. 

In 1894, while visiting Ireland, Richard discovered a very old 
stone in the Abbey yard at Waterford. This stone was exquisitely 
carved and was undoubtedly of great age. He later presented this 
stone to the British Museum in London. Its age and the secret of 
its inscription have never been solved. 

At the end of the year 1904, Grandfather felt that he should 
retire from the active control of his business, and so he relinquished 
the responsibility to his sons. 

He had long anticipated the time when he could revel at will in 
the delights of his library and his little museum. Unfortunately, 
failing eyesight prevented a realization of his desires. 

Saddened by this crushing blow, his morale was broken, his 
physical health weakened, until on December 24, 1905, he died. 

In the words of his friend, Hon. Alfred S. Roe, "It is many a 
weary day from Waterford to Worcester, but after the toilsome, 
and at the same time lightsome journey, he sleeps well." 

Thus ends the story of Richard the Immigrant. 



BACKWARD AND FORWARD ALONG THE 
OLD WORCESTER TURNPIKE 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by U. Waldo Cutler, November, 1929 

We are daily and painfully reminded of the danger of travel upon 
the modern New England highways; no new experience, to be sure. 
One of the Bulletins of The Business Historical Society, an auxiliary 
to the Harvard Business School and one of the organizations with 
which we are affiliated, contains a short article, "The Coach as a 
Public Menace." Two or three passages from this have a distinctly 
modern sound, and will bear quoting here: 

"In the sixteenth century the coach was denounced as a danger
ous innovation, and in the seventeenth conservatives lamented the 
crowding of the roads with the new vehicles, and found them a 
menace to public integrity. . . . As soon as the new vehicles 
began to come into general use their effect on the public began to be 
an object of concern. Someone in 1558 complains 'that the useful 
discipline and skill in riding have been almost lost,' and young and 
old alike 'have dared to give themselves up to indolence, and to 
riding in coaches.' A century later a writer 'is seriously worried 
by the congestion of traffic,' and recommends the forbidding of 
coaches in the vicinity of London and the restriction of other coach 
travel 'to one set of horses and twenty-five or thirty miles of travel 
a day.' " 

Our modern standards of speed and ideas as to the borderline 
between luxury and necessity are different from those of earlier 
times, but the principles involved are much the same. 

A century ago, when Isaiah Thomas was almost at the end of his 
active and effective career, the Blackstone Canal and the Worcester 
Turnpike Corporation were as near to financial success as they ever 
became, only, in a very few years to fall back into disuse and semi
oblivion. And now, on the eve of the three-hundredth anniversary 
of the colony that they helped so much to unify and develop, the 
Turnpike route that Isaiah Thomas, Dr. Oliver Fiske, and other 
enterprising Worcester men spent time and means to promote is to 
come again into popular favor and active use as an important road 
between the coast and the continent-wide interior. Before the 
echoes of the Thomas coachee up hill and down dale over this his
toric route are completely lost even to tradition amid the rumble 
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of trucks and cars bound to and from far-off parts of the country, 
we ought to take a back-sight along those 37½ miles of almost 
straight highway that was such a proud piece of engineering at 
about the time Worcester was fairly started upon its second hun
dred years of settled history, and that was also such a promising 
form of investment when public utilities and railroad bonds were 
undreamed of, and when even the possibilities for great public 
service by the first Worcester Savings Bank were only just being 
recognized. 

In February of 1805, 146 men petitioned the General Court for a 
new road to Roxbury which was to be shorter and more practicable 
than the old stage route from Boston through Cambridge, Sudbury, 
and Marlboro-the New Connecticut Path of 1649, rerouted in 
1673. I have as yet found no record that Isaiah Thomas signed 
this petition, but it seems wholly probable that he did so; for on 
April 15 of the same year, 1805, he makes entry in his diary that he 
"hired two Surveyors and went with them to survey the Land E. 1 ° 
North for a turnpike road to Boston-crossed the hills and Long 
Pond over to Shrewsbury on a direct line 3½ miles from Worcester 
Bridge, and returned home the same line back; a good road can 
be made." 

Ten days later, April 25, 1805, he mentions going out to meet the 
party of surveyors who had spent six days on the route from the 
schoolhouse in Roxbury, (a spot we know as Brookline Village now) 
crossing Long Pond only a short distance from the point where he 
himself had crossed just before with his two hired surveyors. Nine 
days later still, May 4, he records, "The Com. . . . set off from 
the Court House" (he with them presumably) "on a course East 1 ° 
north to Bladder pond-thence about due E. &. W. to the Long 
pond, on a resurvey for a road to Roxbury." 

The next spring, March 18, 1806, he was ready to sign for 10 
Turnpike Shares of stock. October 30 of that same year, 1806, the 
first meeting of stockholders was held in Boston, when the number 
of shares was fixed at 600, with a par value of $250; so we know the 
extent of Thomas's financial venture, with his ten shares. The 
American Antiquarian Society has Aaron Bancroft's stock certi
ficate for five shares, dated November 30, 1819. One wonders 
whether at that date he paid par for it. 

Under the year 1810 the Thomas Diary lists the many offices of 
responsibility he then held, including that of director of the Turn-
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pike Company, and December 13, 1811, he records his unanimous 
reelection to that office. November 26, 1813, he resigns his office 
in this company, "in which capacity," he says, "I have served ever 
since the Corporation commenced." December 27, 1814, August 9, 
1815, and December 30, 1815, he seems to have received dividends 
on his stock, and again in January of 1820, a small one. 

The pike was completed in 1809 at a cost of about $3,750 per 
mile. It crossed Long Pond by some sort of floating bridge, which, 
however, lasted but few years. It was partly burned in 1817, and 
this fact may account for the entry in the diary twice during 1818, 
"paid Turnpike assessment," $285 in one case, $380 in the other. 
These facts make us wonder all the more whether the minister of 
the Second Parish had proper broker's advice when, in 1819, he 
bought five shares; perhaps he paid far below par or took it to 
relieve some poor parishioner in financial extremity. 

In June of 1817 there is this en try in the diary: "A new bridge 
is now building over the Long Pond on the Turnpike road to Bos
ton. The floating bridge is now entirely removed; that is, it has 
been sunk to the bottom of _the pond as a foundation for the new 
bridge, which new bridge I think will not stand, or answer any 
valuable purpose." This new bridge was supported on nine piers, 
thirty feet apart, built of timbers laid cobhouse fashion, which were 
sunk platform by platform, and were expected to stay down by their 
own weight. But on September 19, of the same year, the buoyant 
timber piers, which had sunk unevenly, tipped over, and the 54,000 
feet of lumber and the $13,000 of cost were a pure waste of resource, 
as Isaiah Thomas anticipated they would be. 

At the American Antiquarian Society there is a copy of the 
printed call of an adjourned meeting of the stockholders of the 
Turnpike for Wednesday, October 29, 1817, at 11 o'clock, at Stone's 
Tavern, Newbury (now Washington) Street, Boston, to hear reports 
of two committees appointed at the last meeting, one "for the pur
pose of investigating the structure and expense of the late bridge 
over the Worcester pond and the cause of its failure; the other for 
the purpose of receiving proposals to make a framed or other bridge, 
or a permanent causeway across the said pond, and of exhibiting 
plans and a report of the best and most practicable mode of con
structing the same." We can imagine our Worcester stockholders 
present at the meeting thinking, "I told you so," if not saying it, 
and ready with practical wisdom concerning the best way to carry 
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the Turnpike across that five-hundred-foot span of Lake Quin
sigamond, with water from fifty to seventy feet deep. This third 
bridge seems to have served, at least as a makeshift, for about 
thirty years, or until the making of the still well-remembered cause
way gave employment to the hungry people of Worcester in 1859, 
and made safe and stable the historic crossing place. 

As a bee line route to Roxbury and thence over the far older road 
into Boston, this Worcester pike doubtless seemed a wonderful 
convenience in its day, but the practical people of that practical age 
overlooked the fact that the bale of a bucket is no shorter when set 
vertical than when lying flat. Certainly before the days of self
propelling vehicles the grades of inland New England might have 
been recognized as an important matter for consideration when 
laying out routes of travel. Besides, dodging the tollgates seems 
to have been the then popular form of law evasion, increasing 
greatly the difficulty of administration and diminishing the legiti
mate dividends to stockholders. 

Even before the first railroad entered Worcester, in 1835, the 
Turnpike was made free, and March 10, 1841, the Corporation was 
dissolved-a failure of effort in public service that Isaiah Thomas 
did not live to see. Since the route lay through the center of no 
town except Framingham, it grew more and more unpopular, and 
parts of it were in time wholly abandoned, at least till the coming of 
the Boston and Worc~ster Street Railway. In turn that also has 
become unremunerative, and has been abandoned. 

But now, when coachee, stagecoach, curricle, carryall, and almost 
the horse itself have all become only museum pieces, and perhaps 
the trolley-car too, the very arguments for giving up the Turnpike 
because it led through no villages becomes an argument for opening 
an auto route over the course surveyed a century and a quarter ago 
by · Worcester's first postmaster, first printer, first citizen. The 
Boston pike route seems likely soon again to enjoy public favor, 
and its quadruple track of graded and cemented road bed should 
not be brought to realization without this passing thought of those 
public-spirited, forward-looking, enterprising men of affairs who a 
century and a quarter ago did so much to give Worcester a name 
to live. 

NOTE: A year or more after this paper was presented, the new four-track 
boulevard over the Turnpike route was opened to the great satisfaction of a rest
less age. 



DANIEL KENT 

Daniel Kent was born at Leicester, Massachusetts , January 2, 
1853, anq died at his residence, 20 Cedar Street, Worcester, on the 
evening of December 25, 1935. 

Mr. Kent was educated in the public schools of his native town, 
preparing for Amherst College at Leicester Academy. He gradu
ated from Amherst in the class of 1875. In college he was especially 
interested in public speaking and won several prizes in oratory. 
This interest led him to establish, in 1888, at his Alma Mater, the 
Kent Prize awarded annually to the senior who submitted the best 
essay on a subject in English Literature assigned by the depart
ment. This prize was discontinued in 1915. In extra-curricular 
activiti'.e-s Mr. Kent was interested in rowing, in editorial work on 
the Amherst Student, the college paper, and in other lines. 

After graduation he studied law two years at the Boston Law 
School and was admitted to the Massachusetts Bar, but followed 
the profession of the law for only a brief period. He entered upon a 
business career, associating himself with his brother, Prescott G. 
Kent, in the manufacture of woolen goods in Leicester, the com
pany being known as the Lakeside Manufacturing Company, this 
company later operating the mill at Jamesville. When the City of 
Worcester took over the stream which furnished power to the Lake
side mills in Leicester, the business was given up, the factory build
ings and houses in the village being demolished. 

For many years Mr. Kent made his home in his native village, 
and served in many town offices: selectman, trustee of the public 
library, chairman of the park commission, secretary of the school 
committee, and repeatedly moderator of the town meetings. A 
strong Republican in politics, he was a member of the State Repub
lican Committee from 1892 to 1895, serving as secretary of the 
committee in 1894-5. 

In 1897 Mr. Kent removed to Worcester, and made his home in 
this city thereafter. He was elected register of deeds for the Wor
cester District in 1900, and was reelected for five terms, retiring 
in 1923 under the age limit. During his long administration in this 
position he introduced many changes, placing the office on a high 
plane of efficiency. He made a special study of indexing and in 1903 
published his Law Records: A System of Indexing. He also in-
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vented a case for classifying cards and a card-holder, both of which 
were patented. 

Mr. Kent held office in many organizations besides those noted 
above. He was three times elected president of the Central Amherst 
Alumni Association, was for several years president of the New 
England Satinet Manufacturers Association, and also for many 
years a vice-president of the Massachusetts Society for the Pre
vention of Cruelty to Animals. He was elected a trustee of Leicester 
Academy in 1900 and was chosen secretary of the Board in 1905. 
This office he held at the time of his death. 

He held membership in numerous clubs and societies: the Wor
cester Club, the Tatnuck Country Club, the Sons of the Revolution, 
the Society of Colonial Wars, the Worcester Historical Society, the 
Worcester Animal Rescue League, and, especially, the Baronial 
Order of Runnemede, as he traced his descent from three of the 
barons who wrung the Magna Charta from King John. Mr. Kent 
prized this membership highly. 

Always of strong literary tastes and inclinations, he spent much 
of his later life among his books and in genealogical research. He 
was also fond of travel and indulged this fondness by taking many 
long journeys in this country and abroad. 

Mr. Kent married July 2, 1878, Georgia, daughter of Nelson 
Franklin and Henrietta (Snowden) Tyler. She died in 1914, and he 
married again, December 1, 1915, Hattie May, daughter of Francis 
Augustus and Hattie Mowry (Lapham) Leland of Worcester, who 
survives. 

Of winning personality, always charming to meet, and always 
delightful in conversation, Mr. Kent had a great fund of information 
derived from his reading, his historical research, and his extensive 
travels. He was a most interesting companion as well as a sincere 
and loyal friend. His services to Leicester Academy and to many 
other organizations were of inestimable value, and to this kind of 
work he devoted himself unsparingly. His historical contributions 
were of great worth. He had read several papers before the Wor
cester Historical Society, which showed deep investigation and 
these he always contributed gladly. One of these papers follows. 

Z. W. COOMBS 



THE LOCATIONS OF THE FIRST, SECOND, AND THIRD 
JAILS IN WORCESTER COUNTY 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by Daniel Kent, April 10, 1931 

The Worcester Historical Society is always interested in local 
historical questions, one of which is the location of places where 
formerly stood buildings which have long since disappeared and 
whose exact location has been lost in the growth of a large city. 

The locations of the first and second jails of Worcester County 
are questions which merit your consideration. 

In 1907, while I was Register of Deeds, Mr. Charles A. Chase, 
ever interested in historical research, submitted to me this question, 
"Where was the first jail in Worcester, on Lincoln Street, located?" 

It was a subject worthy of research and I take pleasure in sub
mitting to your Society the result of my investigation; this, of 
course, was made from the records at the Worcester Registry of 
Deeds. 

Like all questions of this nature, I am aware it will at times seem 
involved, but I trust it will become clear, after a careful considera
tion of the various steps taken in arriving at the solution. · 

In Book 3, page 50, is a deed from Thomas Stearnes, innholder 
of Worcester to Jonathan Houghton, of Lancaster, Treasurer of 
Worcester County, for the benefit of said County, of a lot of land 
in Worcester, "being part of ye Land I lately bought of the Rever
end Mr. Isaac Burr. Said tract is fifty five feet Northerly and 
Southerly and fourty feet Easterly and Westerly and bounds South
erly, Westerly and Northerly on my own Land and Easterly on a 
highway or Rhoad, The Southerly bound is about fourty feet 

ortherly from a Certain Gravel Pitt near the Mill Dam and Ex
tends Thirty one feet East of ye present Rail fence and Nine feet 
west and att ye North end it extends Thirty three feet East of ye 
Rail fence and Seven feet west of said fence, and is for the building 
of a goal on and Conveniency of Prison yard." This deed was 
dated, "l Feb. 1731-2." 

Here we have a lot of land fifty-five by forty feet on the west 
side of Li:ncoln Street, surrounded on three sides by other land of the 
grantor. The gravel pit and rail fe'nce have long since vanished and 
no bounds or courses are given. Where was this particular historic 
land, the site of the first jail, located? 
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This is the question we will now undertake to answer. To do 
this we must find some record which gives a bound with some refer
ence to the jail yard. 

In Book 5, page 378, there is a deed from Thomas Stearnes, inn
keeper to Jotham Rice, cordwainer, of an acre and a half of land 
bounded easterly on the highway, southerly on his own land, west
erly on the mill pond and northerly "as far as Chandler's land 
extends unless the pond and highway should meet and cut it off. 
Excepting absolutely out of these premises the land which I gave 
the County for Conveniency for setting a prison and prison yard." 
This deed was dated September 14, 1734. 

The northerly part of this land was conveyed by J otham Rice 
to John Chandler, Jr., Esquire, and Benjamin Flagg, Jr., gentle
man, by a deed dated December 16, 1734, and recorded in Book 6, 
page 53. It contained by estimate one acre, "and is part of the 
land I lately purchased of Thomas Stearnes by deed dated Septem
ber 14, 1734, vizt, the northerly or northeasterly part, it bounds 
southerly on the other part which I bought of said Stearnes and to 
extend within 40 feet of the prison yard. It is to bound westerly 
on the mill pond and easterly on the highway which divides it from 
land of said Chandler" (Chandler's land was on the easterly side of 
the highway) "and to extend northerly so far as said Chandler land 
extends except the pond and the highway should cut it off. The 
southerly bounds are to be parallel with the prison yard as it now 
runs and to extend the same course westward to said mill pond." 

Here is a bound given as forty feet from and parallel with the 
north bounds of the prison yard. 

Can this line be determined at the present time? 
The remaining half-acre of the acre and a half conveyed by 

Thomas Stearnes to Jotham Rice was conveyed by said Rice to 
Luke Brown on December 7, 173~, by deed recorded in Book 11, 
page 224, a tract of land with "mansion house and barn thereon, 
containing by estimation half an acre be it more or less and bounds 
as follows: Southerly upon land .of William Johnson; Westerly upon 
the mill pond so called and Northerly upon land of John Chandler 
3rd and Southerly and Southeasterly in part upon ye highway or 
county road and in part upon the prison house or yard." 

This tract of land surrounded the jail lot on three sides, although 
the description does not say so. I give the deed not that it directly 
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assists in locating the jail, but because it brings in the name of 
Luke Brown, which will appear later in our investigation. 

On January 24, 1737- 8, John Chandler, Jr., Esq., and Benjamin 
Flagg, Jr., conveyed to John Chandler 3d one acre of land they 
bought from Jotham Rice (Book 8, page 586), the southerly line of 
which was forty feet north of the prison yard. 

Without giving a complete abstract of the various deeds which 
afterwards conveyed the land sold by Jotham Rice to John Chand
ler, Jr., and Benjamin Flagg, Jr., and by them to John Chandler 3d, 
I will state that one-half acre on the south side of this lot was con
veyed to Timothy Paine by two deeds in 1757 and 1762. 

In Book 102, page 589, there is a deed from Timothy Paine, 
Esquire, to John Paine, gentleman, of one-half an acre with "a 
dwelling house, barn and another building called an office standing 
thereon, bounds southerly on land of Samuel Brown deceased, 
formerly Luke Brown's." This deed is dated August 12, 1787. 

In Book 139, page 15, there is a deed from John Paine to Sarah 
Paine, widow, of about three-quarters of an acre "bounded easterly 
on the great road or town street, southerly on land formerly belong
ing to Luke Brown now in the occupation of Benjamin Butman." 
This deed is dated September 9, 1799. 

Each of these last named deeds bound southerly on Luke Brown's 
land. Luke Brown's northerly line was the southerly line of the 
deed from Jotham Rice to Chandler and Flagg (Book 6, page 53) 
forty feet north of the Prison yard . 

On August 21, 1822, Dr. William Paine and other heirs of Tim
othy Paine sold the three-quarters of an acre to George A. Trumbull. 
See Book 228, page 403. 

Then by various intervening conveyances on May 2, 1840, one
half an acre of this Paine land was purchased by William M. Bick
ford, bounded south on land formerly owned by Luke Brown. See 
Book 139, page 16. 

On May 27, 1848, Bickford sold his one-half acre to Harrison Bliss. 
'The remaining one-quarter acre of the three-quarter acre sold by 

Paine heirs to Trumbull finally came into the possession of James 
Clark of Boston, who on June 9, 1843, sold the same to Harrison 
Bliss. See Book 380, page 16. 

We must now trace the land owned by Luke Brown, whose 
northerly line was forty feet north of the Prison yard. 
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On May 13, 1754, Luke Brown conveyed to William Richardson 
and others in trust for the use of the County of Worcester, a tract 
of land described as follows : "Beginning at the northeast corner 
of the present jail yard and extending northerly five feet upon the 
county road, and from thence turns west and runs sixty feet to a 
stake parallel with the old jail yard, and from thence turns and runs 
southerly sixty feet parallel with the west bound of the old yard, 
and thence turns and runs easterly to the southwest corner of the 
present jail yard, and bounds northerly, westerly and southerly on 
said Brown's land, and easterly and southerly on the present jail 
yard, making in the whole, including the present yard, sixty feet 
square." See Book 35, page 53. 

On September 28, 1818, Levi Lincoln conveyed to Stephen Salis
bury the property formerly owned by Luke Brown "bounded north 
by the Paine estate. " See Book 212, page 552. 

On November 29, 1847, Stephen Salisbury conveyed to the Wor
cester and Nashua R. R. two tracts of land. See Book 429, page 
335. 

The second tract is situated north of Lincoln Square. The descrip
tion begins at the southeast corner of William M. Bickford's house 
lot on the west side of Lincoln Street. The last two courses in the 
description of this second tract are as follows: "thence southerly 
along said old channel and by said land so conveyed by said Bliss 
to said Company and by land of said Bickford to his southwest 
corner, thence South 55° 8' East by the southerly line of said Bick
ford's house lot 206 feet to the place of beginning." 

Here we have some valuable information toward locating the first 
jail! This line, the course of which is given South 55° 8' East was 
the south line of the lot sold by Jotham Rice to John Chandler, Jr., 
and Benjamin Flagg, Jr., December 16, 1734 (Book 6, page 53), 
which deed states that it was forty feet north and parallel with the 
north line of the jail yard. 

We have seen that William M. Bickford sold his one-half acre 
which was formerly bounded south on Luke Brown's land to Har
rison Bliss six months after the Salisbury deed to the Worcester 
and Nashua R.R. giving the course of Bickford's south line. 

In Book 1217, page 65, there is a deed from the estate of Harrison 
Bliss by Francis H. Dewey, Executor, to Julius Gunther. The 
description begins at the southeast corner at a drill hole in a stone 
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monument and at the northeast corner of the Worcester and Nashua 
R. R., thence westerly by land of said railroad one hundred and 
eight feet. This was Bick.ford's south line, forty feet from the first 
prison yard. This deed is dated April 2, 1886. The land is located 
on the west side of Lincoln Street. 

Therefore, by measuring forty feet from that stone monument 
southerly on the west line of the street, you will be at the north
east corner of the original jail yard deeded by Thomas Stearnes 
to Worcester County in 1731- 2, or by measuring thirty-five feet, 
you will be at the northeast corner of the jail yard as it was after the 
deed from Luke Brown to Worcester County in 17 54. 

In February, 1731-2, the Sessions of Court ordered the building 
of the first jail. It was to be forty-one feet long and eighteen feet 
broad. One end was to be "finished off after the usual manner of 
dwelling-houses." 

The prison part was to be eighteen feet square with a stone 
dungeon underneath. 

It was built in 1733. 
To reach this definite information involved the examination of 

many deeds. I have referred only to those most important in my 
endeavor to give you as clear and concise a statement of the steps 
which finally led to the solution of Mr. Chase's question, viz.: the 
location of the first jail in Worcester County. 

From the Stearnes' deed of the Prison lot to Stephen Salisbury's 
deed giving the course of the south line of Bickford's land was 
116 years; to the deed of the Bliss estate locating the stone monu
ment 155 years. These show how persistent one must be in trying 
to locate today the bounds of early conveyances. 

In regard to the second jail I have made no detailed search to 
determine its exact location. 

It was, however, situated on the west side of Lincoln Street, south 
of the first jail, but not adjoining, and north of Lincoln Square. 

I judge that the addition of five feet north on Lincoln Street and 
twenty feet west on the old jail yard by Brown's deed May 1, 1754, 
did not meet the requirements of the County; for in Book 49, page 
403, I find a deed dated August 28, 1754, from Luke Brown which 
states that in "consideration of a Tract of Land conveyed to me in 
Worcester aforesaid whereon ye old Goal stands fifty-five feet long 
and forty feet wide by William Richardson of Lancaster, John 
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Chandler, Junr of Worcester Esq. J. James Putnam of sd Worcester 
Gentleman all in said County a Committee appointed by ye Court 
of General Sessions of ye Peace for sd County of Worcester for dis
posing of ye old goal and the Land whereon it stands and for pur
chasing a Tract of Land whereon to erect a new Goal 

"Now whereas ye Committee aforesaid have released to ye sd 
Luke Brown ye premises aforsd and in Consideration thereof I have 
bargained sold and convel and by these Presents do bargain sell 
and Convey unto them ye Committee aforesd and for ye Use and 
Benefit of ye sd County of Worcester to erect a goal on a certain 
Tract of Land with a small House thereon situated at ye South End 
of my dwelling House to begin ten Feet Southerly of my sd House 
and to run Southerly and bounded Easterly on ye County Road 
eighty three Feet to ye Corner of ye Board Fence then turns West
erly and runs Thirty Feet to a Rail Fence then runs Northerly and 
bounds Westerly on ye Land of ye Heirs of Cornelius Waldo Ninety 
Feet to a little Cherry Tree marked and then runs Easterly Seventy 
Feet to ye Corner first mentioned with Liberty of passing on ye ten 
Feet South of my House and also ye Liberty of the well standing on 
my other Land to pass and repass as need may require." 

The second jail was built in 1754 or 1755, thirty-eight feet long, 
and twenty-eight feet wide, and seven-foot studs. 

The south end was "studded with oak joists six inches square, 
set five inches apart, and filled with stone and mortar." 

The deed from the Committee to Luke Brown of the old Goal and 
yard sixty feet square is dated May 11, 1758, recorded in Book 49, 
page 402. It states that the new goal had been erected. 

A Commission for the County sold the second jail lot to Isaiah 
Thomas on December 10, 1789. See Book 118, page 474. 

The third jail was situated on the south side of Lincoln Square. 
It may interest you to have me read the Act of the Legislature 

which made this possible. It is recorded in Book 100, page 612. 
"Commonwealth of Massachusetts in the House of Represen

tatives, Feb. 14, 1785, on Petition of the Justices of the Court of 
General Sessions of Peace begun and holden at Worcester on the 
5th day of December 1784, praying for a grant of the land herein
after described together with the privileges hereafter mentioned 
for purpose of erecting and accommodating a public County goal: 

"RESOLVED that a certain piece of land in Worcester aforesaid 
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lately owned by John Chandler, Esq., confiscated to the use of this 
Commonwealth, bounded as follows: beginning at Timothy Big
elow's corner by the County road by the stream called Swift River, 
thence southerly on said Bigelow fourteen rods to a Black Alder, 
thence east eight rods to a stake and stones, thence north sixteen 
rods to a post in a garden fence ten feet east of a well by said road, 
thence west by said road thirteen rods to the first bound, with the 
privilege of making and keeping open a Canal from the Goal thereon 
to be erected to the stream aforesaid, extending south about eight 
rods from the land described, be and hereby granted to the County 
of Worcester for the sole purpose of erecting and accommodating a 
public Goal in said County. 

SAMUEL A. OTIS, Spkr. 
In Senate Feb. 14, 1785 

SAMUEL ADAMS, President 

Approved, THOMAS CUTTING 
True Copy Attest, JOHN AvERY JuN8

• 

Secretary." 

The third jail, according to Mr. Wall, was completed September 
4, 1788. It was sixty-four by thirty-two feet, three stories high, 
built of stone. 

A house for the jailor was built on the same lot, east of the jail 
building. 

This resolve only granted to the County the use of this land for 
the sole purpose of erecting and maintaining a public jail. 

On January 17, 1834, the Commonwealth by a resolve granted 
and conveyed unto the Inhabitants of the County of Worcester "all 
right, title, and interest which the said Commonwealth now has or 
may have in and unto a certain tract of land situated in the town 
of Worcester, the use of which was granted to said Inhabitants by 
virtue of a Resolve passed February 14, 1785, for the purpose of 
creating and accommodating a public county goal. And the County 
Commissioners aforesaid are authorized to dispose of the same by 
public auction or otherwise." 

On November 5, 1834, the County Commissioners sold the third 
jail property to Ashael Bellows. See Book 301, page 585. 

This completes my research on the first , second, and third jails 
in Worcester County. 
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As I said before, I made the research on the first jail at the request 
of my friend, Mr. Chase. As he never made any use of it in his 
writings, I take pleasure in presenting it to this Society in the hope 
that it may be of benefit to others asking for the same information. 

In closing my report to Mr. Chase, I said: "I wish to thank you 
for calling this to my attention, as it is the kind of a problem which I 
delight to study, and I assure you that it has given me real pleasure 
to make the search." I extend to the Society the same sentiments. 



WORCESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Annual Report of the Executive Director for 
the Year May 31, 1934, to June 1, 1935 

The present year was eventful in the life of the Society in that 
Professor U. Waldo Cutler, for many years the Executive Director, 
felt obliged to resign. The Society was fortunate, however, in being 
able to retain his services in an advisory capacity when he accepted 
the post of Executive Director Emeritus. The great work of Mr. 
Cutler in bringing the museum to its present organized state, his 
unique acquaintance with its contents, and his wide knowledge of 
Worcester and its people place him in a class by himself, and render 
his present advice of inestimable value. 

The activities of a society such as ours do not vary greatly from 
year to year but their value to the community is positive and their 
effect is constructive in many ways. During the present year we 
have had 2324 visitors who represented a variety of interests and 
wide geographical distribution. While the average number per day 
is only about ten, there are occasional days when as many as forty 
will visit us, and there was one day when but a single visitor came 
in. Frequently, as in this case, the lone visitor may prove far more 
interesting than a larger group, due to his special interests and 
unusual or technical knowledge, which provides a distinct con
tribution. Of the groups who visit us, the greater number are from 
classes in history in the local schools and selected groups from city 
clubs. Their visits have been enlivened by giving them lists of 
objects to search for which are widely distributed in the museum, 
thus widening their knowledge of our exhibits, and adding a com
petitive factor to their interest. It has proved a very satisfactory 
method of dealing with organized groups. Many of our younger 
visitors represent the varied racial strains found in a city such as 
ours, and it is with them that some of the Society's most valuable 
work is done in inculcating those lessons of citizenship so constantly 
essential in a republic. Lone visitors from widely distributed 
geographical areas visit the museum for special purposes or to see 
individual exhibits of which they may have heard. It is pleasant 
to know that our Society is well and favorably known so widely. 

The Society is in constant receipt of letters of inquiry from indi
viduals and organizations throughout the country on a great variety 
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of historical subjects. In some cases they connect up with our own 
exhibits in a most interesting way and show how the pioneers of 
Worcester and New England have spread themselves to the farthest 
corners of the country, yet retaining frequently a very distinct pride 
in the section of their origin. 

Gifts to the Society continue to be received in number and 
variety. During the year, the museum has been enriched by seventy
one gifts, which are for the most part now on exhibition. The 
library has received one hundred and four additions to its shelves. 
These donations have been gratefully acknowledged and it is re
gretted that space here forbids the public acknowledgment they so 
well deserve. 

The needs of the Society in common with those of others in the 
same field are, as always, more money and more space. A larger, 
finer, fireproof building with a proper endowment is the ideal we 
ever seek. But until that happy state arrives, we are constantly 
grateful to those who love and give, and to whose generosity we owe 
the present riches we now enjoy. And this Society is unusually rich 
in the variety and value of its exhibits, the rarity of its manuscripts 
and the uniqueness of its special objects of local historical value. 
It is a society of which its members may well be proud and which 
the municipality should cherish. 

GEORGE I. CROSS 
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