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THE DAGUERREOTYPE ART AND SOME OF ITS EARLY 
EXPONENTS IN WORCESTER 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by Edward F . Coffin, January 21, 1921 

The last century was made notable by its many scientific achieve
ments. The aim or result in most of these was to conserve time and 
economize labor. The making of permanent pictures by the chemi
cal action of light belongs appropriately to this class of discoveries. 
This was successfully accomplished for the first time by Louis 
Jacques Mantle Daguerre, a French citizen, who publicly disclosed 
his secret to the scientific world in June, 1839. 

We shall realize somewhat better the revolutionary character 
of thisinvention, if we allow ourselves a few moments of retrospec
tion an d inquire into the conditions of picture making previous to 
the disclosure of the Daguerre process. 

I shall speak only with reference to portraiture, of which art 
painting in oil or water-color constituted the most general method . 
This practice, however, was slow in execution, uncertain of results, 
and costly to the degree of being considered a luxury. A study of the 
oil portraits and ivory miniatures done in America before the 
Revolutionary War and for a full half century afterwards will 
support the assertion that portrait making was confined almost 
exclusively to the upper ranks of society. The time demanded for 
sittings by the portrait painter could be spared only by a class of 
individuals having leisure at their command. Tradition asserts 
that John Singleton Copley, the best painter produced in America 
before the Revolution, on a single occasion at least, required of one 
of his patrons sixteen sittings of a full day each for the completion 
of the head alone. 

During the first quarter of the nineteenth century a general 
era of prosperity began, with its extension of social comforts to the 
middle classes. A greatly enhanced demand for portraits arose. 
Painters sprang up in correspondingly increased numbers to supply 
the demand, attracted by the lure of financial rewards. Many of 
these abandoned engraving and other mechanical pursuits for which 
nature had more fittingly designed them. Miniature painting 
being more readily mastered, and requiring much less time for the 
completion of the portrait, became exceedingly popular. 



434 T H E D A G U E R R E O T Y P E A R T A N D 

In the decade preceding the announcement of Daguerre's 
invention more than forty portrait painters occupied studios in 
Boston, while throughout the populous parts of the country scores 
of others travelled from place to place painting portraits with vary
ing financial results. Prices at this time were to some extent fixed 
in accordance with the skill and reputation of the artist, but the 
average was from $15 to $30 for a half length portrait. The thrifty 
and closely calculating New Englander of 1840, however, still 
looked upon picture making as undoubted evidence of an extrava
gant taste . 

Photography, in the form of the daguerreotype, now for the 
first time entered the field of portraiture as a competitor against 
such hampering conditions as we have outlined . The contest was 
short and decisive. The obvious advantages of photography over 
the old time painting methods presaged an easy victory. Minutes 
only in place of hours were required for sittings; the likeness ob
tained was no longer a temperamental experiment, and greatest 
of all benefits, the price of a picture by the new method was now so 
very low as to come within the reach of everybody's purse. It is 
not surprising to learn therefore that in less than fifteen years 
after the introduction of the photographic process into the United 
States there were more than 5,000 daguerreotypists at work, 
among whom were included not a few individuals who had formerly 
practiced portrait painting as a livelihood. 

Although Daguerre is credited with the discovery of the method, 
he did not himself succeed in making portraits . The honor of 
making the first likeness of a human face by daguerreotypy 
belongs to a resident of New York, Dr. John W. Draper. There, 
the earliest victim of the daguerreotypist was fastened to the back 
of a chair, his eyes being tightly closed, his face was dusted over 
with a fine white powder, and he was compelled to sit motionless 
for a full half hour in the blazing sunlight. To lessen the glare, a 
glass tank filled with liquid was interposed between the sitter and 
the sun for the purpose of abstracting the heat rays . 

Within a comparatively short time, however, rapid progress 
toward the perfection of the art reduced the time required for 
sittings to less than a minute and daguerreotypy advanced from a 
scientific to a commercial basis. The "daguerrean saloon," as it 
was popularly known, soon became a feature of every-day life in 
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the community. A visit to the daguerreotypist in the early days 
of the art, however, must have been a step occasioning much 
solicitude. The process had marked limitations, when compared 
with the present, and a satisfactory likeness could only be hoped 
for by keeping within those limitations. Individuals having light 
blue eyes could not be successfully daguerreotyped as that shade 
took white . Freckles, being yellowish brown, took black and badly 
freckled faces were usually painted over before the sitter faced the 
camera . False shirt-fronts were kept on hand for the use of gentle
men whose waistcoats were not likely to take well. Attempts 
even were made to assist minor defects on the part of Nature, and, 
if necessary, wax was supplied for holding back protruding ears, 
and plumpers of cotton to fill out thin cheeks. The awful period 
of suspense during the actual exposure of the plate may be vaguely 
guessed at from these directions printed in a Manual of 1850, on 
Daguerreotypy: "In all cases, the sitters must remain perfectly 
still and not remove their eyes from some small object placed 
directly before them, though they may wink the eyes occasionally 
rather than suffer them to become staring and fixed . The time 
required varies from twenty seconds to a minute and a half accord
ing to the position, weather, etc." 

We now arrive at a point in the consideration of our subject 
where we may naturally be expected to answer the question," Who 
made the first daguerreotype in Worcester?" I regret I am com
pelled to admit frankly that I do not know. If specific and trust
worthy records exist on this point I have failed to locate them during 
my investigations . Seven cities we are told laid claim to the honor 
of being Homer's birthplace, and I might say that nearly or quite 
that number of aspirants have been put forth to claim the honor 
of being Worcester's first daguerreotypist. Fortunately in the case 
of most of these claimants we can successfully dispose of their 
pretensions. It is a matter of much regret that there appears to 
be no one now living in Worcester who actually made daguerreo
types. Were such a person alive he must inevitably be approaching 
the ranks of a centenarian and his testimony would therefore at 
this day be of doubtful value. I purpose to present as briefly as I 
can such evidence as I have been able to bring together bearing 
upon the question of priority in the practice of the daguerreotype 
art in Worcester. 
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Mr. Franklin P. Rice in his Dictionary of Worcester, under the 
subject of "photography," says "The first daguerreotypes taken 
in Worcester were made by a man named Evans." No particular 
authority for this statement is given, but a search of the newspaper 
files of that period disclosed this advertisement which I quote in 
part from the Worcester Spy of December 1, 1841. "G. Evans, 
Manufacturer and dealer in Daguerreotype Apparatus, #6 Stone 
block, corner of Main & Central Streets. Photographic miniatures 
taken in a few seconds." This is the building still standing on the 
northerly corner. The advertisement fails to mention how long 
Evans had been located in Worcester, but as it appears to have been 
the initial appearance of his name before the public through the 
press, it seems to me a fair inference that this announcement would 
quite likely have been nearly coincident with his opening business. 
More than two months earlier than the appearance of Evans' 
advertisement we find in the Spy of September 22, 1841, the fol
lowing announcement . "Daguerreotype miniatures . Mr. William 
Walker would respectfully inform the inhabitants of Worcester 
that he has taken rooms at Brinley Row where may be seen speci
mens of daguerreotype miniatures taken by him with a new and 
superior apparatus." No further records of ViTalker appear, and 
it seems likely that he was a travelling daguerreotypist, of whom 
there were many in the pioneer days of the profession. Whether 
his work in Worcester actually preceded that of Evans, I know no 
means of determining. 

In the Spy of October 20, 1841, appears an anonymous adver
tisement as follows: "For Sale. Less than cost, a first-rate Da
guerreotype Apparatus, that will produce a perfect view or miniature 
in less than one minute on a clear day. Inquire at this office." 

Does not this read like the offering of an amateur adventurer 
into the field , who doubtless after experiencing the usual dis
couragements of a novice, was quite ready to allow some one else 
an opportunity to repeat his failures? This advertisement suggests 
a reasonable possibility, I think, that some local amateur may have 
been the first man to attempt daguerreotypes in Worcester. The 
very earliest advertisement of daguerreotypy which I have dis
covered in a Worcester newspaper appears August 13, 1841. The 
artist's studio, in this case, is located in Boston. It seems to me a 
reasonable deduction may be made that when this advertisement 
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was issued there was no regular "Daguerrean Saloon" in town. I 
think I have introduced sufficient evidence to justify the doubt 
which I have expressed respecting the first daguerreotype made in 
Worcester, and I am glad to be able now to relate a few facts about 
some of the later workers in the field. 

In March 1842, the firm of Wood and Knowles succeeded to the 
business of Mr. Evans, which they continued in the same location 
until June of that year, when Mr. Wood retired and Mr. Knowles 
removed to Brinley Row, where he carried on the business under 
the name of the "Worcester Photographic Apparatus Manufactur
ing and Daguerreotype Rooms." It may be a matter of surprise 
to those not already acquainted with the fact, to learn that this 
was Mr. Lucius J . Knowles, afterward so well known as one of the 
founders of the Knowles Loom Works. His advertisement at that 
time reads: "Miniatures taken in any weather, in a style more 
accurate than any painting, and finer than any steel engraving. 
Persons wishing for likenesses of themselves or of their friends 
cannot do better than call and get it done by Nature's pencil." 
Mr. Knowles retired permanently from the daguerreotype business 
in 1844, to devote his time to the development of one of his numerous 
inventions, of which at the time of his death he had patented more 
than one hundred . 

I find no printed record of any one conducting the daguerreotype 
business in Worcester for the next two years. It is quite probable 
that the business was cared for by travelling outfits. 

In September 184 7, the Worcester Palladium prints the first 
announcement of Mr . George Adams' Daguerrean Rooms. This 
verse adorns the top of Mr. Ad1¼ms' advertisement: 

"Of those for whom we fond emotions cherish, 
Secure the shadow, 'ere the substance perish." 

Mr. Adams conducted galleries in various locations in the city 
during the next twenty years. His final location, opposite the old 
City Hall, was disposed of to Mr. William H . Fitton, about 1867. 
Mr. Adams had the reputation of being an artist of first rank, and 
trained many of the men who afterward conducted the same line 
of work here . 

Among the pupils of Mr. Adams one soon became his competitor. 
This was Andrew Wemple Van Alstin, born of Dutch parentage 
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at Canastota, ew York, July 26, 1811 . In 1848 he was in business 
at Brinley Hall. He continued here until his early death at the 
age of 47. At one time he left his business in the care of an assistant 
and made a trip around the world, collecting many specimens of 
foreign birds which were later mounted and exhibited in his daguer
reotype rooms. The collection was destroyed by a fire which oc
curred while he was located in Union Block. Mr. Van Alstin seems 
to have been a person of much e:i;1terprise and carried on an express 
business from Worcester to New York via Rail and Norwich Boats. 
The express was known as Mason & Co.'s, Mr. Mason being his 
partner in the enterprise . The business was later taken over by 
Harnden & Co. We are indebted to Mr. Van Alstin for two exceed
ingly interesting daguerreotype pictures of early Worcester. One 
of these shows the Merrifield Fire of 1854, the view being made 
from the roof of Union Block (now Barnard, Sumner & Putnam 
Co.'s store) during the early progress of the fire . The other picture 
is a view of the residence of Daniel Waldo in its original location 
where Mechanics Hall now stands. These pictures are both in 
the society's collection, having come as a gift from his step-daughter, 
Miss Ann Prudence Richardson. Through the gift of Mr. Van 
Alstin's son, Charles vV. Van Alstin, of Boston, the society has 
recently received a portrait of the daguerreotypis_t to add to its 
collections. 

During the year 1846 we find the firm of White and Andrews 
located in the Central Exchange . They appear to have remained 
in business only for a brief period. Other men in the field before 
1850 were Lewis Babbitt, Simeon Williams and M. S. Chapin. 

Moses Sanford Chapin was a native of Milford, Mass., and 
before entering the daguerreotype business had learned the cabinet 
trade . He conducted a successful gallery until shortly after the 
close of the Civil War, when he retired to take up his earlier calling. 

During the War he went to Newberne, N. C., and for a time did 
photographic work with the Northern Armies. 

The society is fortunate in having a considerable collection of 
daguerreotypes made by Mr. Chapin. These are very interesting 
as illustrating the appearance of the patrons of a daguerreotype 
gallery three quarters of a century ago. 

During the period 1850 to 1855 we find the additional names of 
John D. Andrews, Thomas N . and William Hathaway, Benjamin D. 
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Maxham, and Charles R. B . Claflin. Of these only Mr. Claflin 
remained connected with the trade for any extended time . He was 
long and favorably known in the city and trained many of the men 
who carried on studios in Worcester during the last half of the 
nineteenth century. 

Although nothing has ever surpassed the daguerreotype, at its 
best, in the delicate softness of its tonal qualities, it was always 
a difficult process to manipulate, and a picture when carelessly 
handled was very easily damaged. About 1855 it began to give 
place gradually to the ambrotype, and within a decade the introduc
tion of prints from glass negatives had driven the daguerreotype 
process completely out of use. It has long since become a forgotten 
art, and it exists today only as a treasured memory because it has 
preserved for us the quaintly sweet vision of a generation that has 
passed . 



WORCESTER'S UNIQUE CENTRE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
A DISCURSIVE STUDY 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by Frank Colegrove, April 14, 1933 

The old Centre School District in Worcester has had a biographical 
story, sketchily told in the history and records of the Town, of 
great interest and outstanding importance in the development and 
growth of our public school system, not only to the City, to which 
the splendid results were passed directly upon its incorporation 
in 1848, but also to the whole State, as the essential features of its 
matured plan were, through the efforts of Worcester's able repre
sentative in the Legislature, Mr. S. M. Burnside, with the backing 
of a remarkably strong committee of the District, enacted into the 
general law of the State, as a recognition of existing law. 

It is not too much to say that the Centre District was the mother 
of Worcester as we have known it-a city of schools, widely recog
nized as an educational center and sought as a residence by those 
having children to be educated-and is entitled to a share of credit 
for all the other benefits which its position educationally has 
brought to our city. 

The reasons why the remarkable story of Worcester's achievement 
as a pioneer in the field of school administration is almost wholly 
the story of the Centre District, will be noted at large further on; 
suffice it for the present to say that it was because of some inherent 
advantages, geographical and social, reinforced by the grant to the 
District by the General Court of a wholly unique power, as lodged 
in a single school district. The chief purpose of this paper will be 
to trace the genesis and gradual development of the effectual 
principles and methods by which the final results were worked out
with the Centre District always the prime agent, from the time 
when the Centre was merely a geographical designation, through 
its transformation into the Centre School District, in esse, and on to 
its legal incorporation, with the peculiar powers which enabled it to 
turn over to the City a remarkable achievement. First the long, 
dark years of struggle and experiment, of seedtime and toilsome 
cultivation, down to what we may call the "reformation," in 
1823- 24, and the period of rapid efflorescence and fruition from then 
to the incorporation of the City, in 1848. 
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The whole system, as passed on to the City, was so entirely the 
accomplishment of the Centre District that it is spoken of by a 
Worcester historian as" The Centre District School System ." 

Perhaps it may be well to anticipate here the course of the story 
so far as to enumerate some of the principal things originating in 
the Centre District, and afterwards, in the codification of the laws 
of the State, enacted into the general law- to the end that you may 
be on the lookout for their crude and tentative beginnings, as we 
follow the story. 

1. School Committees, or Boards, independent of all other town 
or city officials in the administration of the public schools . 

2. The District System, a corollary of the independent school 
committees. 

3. The L egal Employment of Female T eachers, and for other than 
the primary branches. 

4. Grading of the Lower Schools. 

Since the geographical position of the Centre District in respect 
to the other districts (as the divisions were finally called) of the 
town, was a factor of constant importance in this story, our initial 
task is to orient ourselves in regard to these. 

First, the Centre District. To locate this with exactness would 
seem at first blush to be very simple and easy, as only a single point 
need be located- the centre of the Centre-and the district is 
delimited, being comprised in a circle of one and a half miles radius 
about the central point. Now for the central point; this should 
be simple and easy, too, but in point of fact it proved rather elusive. 
In 1733 the necessity for fixing this point arose, in view of the pro
posal to erect a schoolhouse (the schools theretofore having been 
kept in private houses, and rotating about all sections of the town) . 
It was voted " that a school-house be erected in the centre of the 
south half of the Town, " (the north half, or precinct of the town
ship then being Holden, and the south half Worcester proper) and 
" that Col. John Chandler, Jr. , be the surveyor to find the centre of 
said south half, and Lieut . Henry Lee, Major Jonas Rice and 
James Moore be a committee to assist him." Another committee 
was appointed " to see the house erected, as they shall think most 
to the advantage of the town." What more was needed to come 
at the said centre? But one story is good until another is told. 



442 W O R C E S T E R ' S U N I Q U E C E N T R E 

Five years later this surveyor and committee reported, and it was 
voted " That ye committee formerly appointed, or (with fine 
irony) those of them that still live in the town, erect and build a school
house at or near the north-west corner of the estate of John Chand
ler, Jr. , Esq ." But this location was changed by vote, three weeks 
later, to a point described "between the Court House and bridge 
below the fulling mill," indicating a point near the middle of 
Lincoln Square, where the house was accordingly built, in 1738, 
and the structure remained till toward the close of the century. 
This was the house in which John Adams taught, in 1755- 58, and 
whose location is marked by the tablet on the coping of the Court 
House lot. 

With this mere glance at the tedious process of locating the centre 
by the town authorities, we will stand upon the conclusion that the 
centre of the Centre was, accurately enough for our present pur
poses, in the middle of Lincoln Square- leaving the question a 
moot one whether the district was measured from a fixed point, 
or from the schoolhouse . The slight difference need not concern us . 

The orienting of the surrounding districts at first ight appears 
equally simple, vide the following directions. In 1731, considering 
" that many small children cannot attend in the centre of the town 
by reason of the remoteness of their dwelling places, and to the 
intent that all may have the benefit of education," districts were 
formed . Division lines drawn from the middle of each exterior 
boundary separated the town into north, south, east and west 
quarters, surrounding the central territory. Well, take your map of 
Vv orcester, place it in accordance with the cardinal points of the 
compass, and lay out the quarters, as suggested. Try it . This 
apparently guileless explanation opens a veritable jig-saw puzzle, as 
we become entangled amid the divisions of the" skirts." Quarters? 
yes, but by no means limited to four in number- but also rows, 
squadrons, skirts, parts and divisions, and, finally, numbered 
districts-besides many designations by the names of individuals. 

So, as in the location of the centre, we will come at once to the 
practical situation- not even tarrying to identify the proposed 
location of a schoolhouse in a West quarter, " ye crotch of the path 
between old Mr. Johnson & his son Solomon." To dismiss the 
idea of a fourth part from the term quarter will help some. You 
will have enough troubles remaining with the terms north, south, 
etc. 
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The "skirts, " then, were divided first into four, and eventually 
into thirteen what-you-may-call-thems, surrounding the Centre 
District-the Centre always remaining a single district, even when 
it had up to 22 schools, with all the advantages which that gave, in 
view of its relatively compact and homogeneous population. 

ow look upon this picture, and upon that: The Centre Distri ct
at first by customary designation, and later by legislative recog
nition- a solid unit three miles in diameter, covering the central 
portion of the town- possessing a large proport ion of the wealth and 
culture, social and political influence and able leadership of the 
town, but only from a third to, finally, about a half of the potential 
school population. And, on the other hand- the "skirts," scat
tered and divided into up to 13 districts- having from two thirds 
to about one half of the population, as the story advances, but, as to 
strategic situation, in worse case than the little girl who complained 
that although her older sister allowed her, at the mother's command, 
half of the bed, she had to take it on both sides of the elder in the 
middle, as they had to take their share on all sides of the Centre 
District. Naturally, then, they had little coherence or unity of 
interests on which to base a common policy for any constructive 
measures. They had, it is true, a certain community of jealousy 
of the Centre, and of opposition to its policies in regard to schools, 
and particularly toward the chief desideratum of the Centre, the 
Grammar, or "High" School, as they derisively called it-of which 
more later. So, as a drag the "skirts" were rather efficient, but 
negligible as a factor in any constructive policy of progress in school 
matters, in which the Centre was desirous of good, better and best . 

The foregoing may suffice to show that if there were to be effective 
leadership in the struggle for good schools, it must come from the 
Centre, and that no great accomplishment could be hoped for until 
the Centre should be freed from the hampering skirts. This, as we 
shall see below, was gradually effected- partially in what we may 
call the "little reformation," in 1752, and completely in the "great 
reformation" of 1823- 24 . After a hasty glance at the early condi
tions and experiments and the beginnings of some of the means 
which were to prove effective, we shall return to these epochal 
dates. 

Of course at the very first conditions in the town of Worcester, 
in regard to schools, were essentially the same as in any town of the 
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State. The inhabitants attended to (or sometimes neglected to do 
so) the support of the schoolmaster as they did to the minister's, and 
the manner of doing it began to grow to a custom, by a sort of 
general consent, gradually taking on more of definiteness until 
custom grew to practical law. At first what administration there 
was was generally in the hands of the minister, who decided upon 
the qualifications of the masters, and visited and inspected the 
schools, mostly without any definite authorization. However, the 
Province Law of 1701, in order to secure a more impartial adminis
tration of the minister's duty to examine teachers, forbade him to 
act as schoolmaster himself, and required every grammar master 
to be examined by the ministers of the town and of the next two 
adjoining towns. The codifying act of 1789 declared it to be the 
duty of the ministers of the gospel and the selectmen of towns 
or such other persons as shall be specially chosen for that purpose, to 
endeavor that youth regularly attend the schools, and to visit 
and inspect the same. (The incipient idea of the school committee.) 

For a few years the town, by vote, fluctuated between having 
and not having a school, but in 1727 a committee was named to 
provide a schoolmaster for one year. However this was not done, 
but the next year the town granted sixteen pounds ten shillings to 
pay the schoolmaster, but also had to assess other money to meet a 
penalty for not having the school in 1727-the town having been 
"presented" by the Grand Jury for not providing a school. There
after the records show that a school or schools were habitually 
maintained. As will appear below, the presentment and penalizing 
of the town had to be resorted to again in 1736 for failure to maintain 
a "Grammar School." By the way, in this paper the term "gram
mar school" is to be taken, unless otherwise stated, in its customary 
early sense of a school where the grammar of the Latin and Greek 
languages was taught-in other words, what we call a high school. 
The term "high school, " however, was not used in any serious 
sense until nearly the close of the period we are considering-when 
the "grammar school" took on its present signification, as one in 
which English grammar is taught. 

Now how was the Centre to win out in its ambition for good 
schools, and especially for a first class Grammar School? Let us 
follow along and see. It was hopeless to depend upon effectual 
action by the town as a whole. The primary need was for con-
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centration of the elements desirous of good schools- at a cost
and in some way to secure such freedom of action on their part as 
to open the way for improvement. This, under the circumstances, 
would mean that the Centre, clearly designated by its geographical 
position for the task, must find a way for itself, even at some tem
porary disadvantage to the skirts, to an achievement impossible 
if it must accommodate its pace to that of the Town. Two problems 
of independence, then, confronted the Centre: First, that of separat
ing the whole matter of school administration from all the other 
town affairs, and putting it into the hands of persons chosen especial
ly for that purpose-through an autonomous school committee. 
This was gradually accomplished until the principle of an independ
ent school committee for the town had grown into a custom law. 
But there was in this case another step no less needed, for the town 
committee was too inert, too indifferent, when not actually hostile 
to the ambitions of the Centre. Indeed, in its dearest ambition
for an efficient Grammar School-" ye master thereof being able to 
instruct youth so far as they may be fitted for ye University," the 
attitude of the skirts, largely outvoting the Centre, was one of open 
hostility. In 1766 the Worcester representative in the General 
Court was instructed to endeavor "that the law requiring a Latin 
school be repealed and that no more than one such be kept in the 
County." And in 1767, "to use his exertions to relieve the people 
from the great burden of supporting so many schools of this descrip
tion, whereby they are prevented from attaining such degree of 
English learning as is necessary to retain the freedom of any 
state." 

It was therefore necessary that the Centre should, in the matter 
of schools, be freed from the dead weight or open opposition of the 
outskirts. Hence the second device, the District System, making it 
possible for a single school district to have its own independent 
school committee. This step also was gradually developed, long 
fluctuating between control of all the districts by the Town com
mittee; a committee for the Centre District and another for the 
out-districts; and, finally, the entire independence of the Centre 
District, with its own Board of Overseers of Schools. 

Oddly enough, the very hostility of the out-districts to the chief 
ambition of the Centre, in the matter of the Grammar School, was a 
main cause of the ultimate autonomy of the Centre in the adminis-

• 
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tration of its schools. This school-obligatory for each town upon 
its attaining a population of one hundred families-was at first, in 
common with the lower schools, a moving school, circulating over the 
whole town. The Centre very much wanting this, and the largely 
rural population of the skirts, jealous and grudging, wishing to be 
rid of its responsibility- it naturally gravitated toward a fixation 
in the Centre, though, being for the whole town, it must remain 
under the nominal control of the Town School Committee-even 
when the Centre was voluntarily bearing the lion's share of its cost. 
Finally this conflict of inclinations served as the basis of a bargain, 
acceptable to both, between the Centre and the rest of the town. 
The obligation of the law was that a grammar school be kept twelve 
months in each year. For several years the town had evaded com
pliance with this requirement, by a subterfuge widely current 
among the towns of the State, it being commonly held that the law 
might be technically satisfied by employing in the district schools 
as teachers, college students, possessing, of course, some knowledge 
of Latin and Greek, and adding together the number of weeks 
taught by all of them, although the schools were contemporaneous, 
so that the aggregate would amount to twelve months. This view, 
after having been long and extensively practiced on, though con
stantly challenged, received its final quietus from a decision of the 
Supreme Court, upon an indictment of the Town of Dedham, that 
the grammar school must be kept twelve months for the ·use of 
all the inhabitants of the town. Now, facing the necessity of a bona 
fide compliance with the statute, and spurred on by repeated 
"presentments" by the Grand Jury, and penalties by fine for non
compliance, the town, as the easiest way out of the matter, struck 
a bargain with the Centre District, whereby the school should be 
permanently located in the Centre, and the Centre District should 
be responsible for its maintenance, and save the Town from present
ment- making up itself (at first by voluntary subscriptions) the 
deficiency of the town levy. 

There was still another powerful factor in the rapid development 
of Worcester's schools- one early adopted, while it was extra-legal, 
and even illegal, by the quiet insistence of practice which built up 
so many of our early customs into acknowledged law. That was the 
employment of female teachers, and that not merely for the most 
primary studies, as at first contemplated . "In 1731 not only a 
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schoolmaster was provided, but it was voted that a number of 
'school dames,' not exceeding five," should be employed for the 
benefit of the small children in the remote parts of the town. This 
was the beginning of a custom, not then nor for many years after
ward legalized,, of employing women as teachers. 

This innovation proved of great value in our town, making 
available a generous supply of teachers, who speedily justified the 
expectations of those who took the responsibility of opening the 
doors to them. 

The year 1752, at which we have now arrived, marks an important 
epoch in our story; indeed, it might be considered the date of the 
attainment of its majority by the Centre District. Mr. Caleb WaJl 
says: "The vote by which the first Grammar School was established, 
in 1752, required the inhabitants of the centre district, a mile and a 
half around the centre, to keep a grammar school the whole year. 
The deficiency of the public grants for instruction therein was made 
up by subscriptions among the leading citizens of the town who had 
been instrumental in starting the enterprise. The establishment of 
this institution was probably the nucleus of what was afterwards 
known as the Centre District School System, which accomplished so 
much for public instruction in Worcester fifty and seventy-five years 
ago, and earlier, under the lead of the Lincolns, Allens, Dr. Dix, 
Dr. Green, Dr. Bancroft, Dr. Going, Theophilus Wheeler, Benjamin 
Chapin, Samuel Jennison, Frederick W. Paine, S. M. Burnside and 
others." This vote ran as follows: "Inhabitants in the centre of 
the bow extending one mile and a half around the school house 
have allowed them their proportion of money for ye support of 
schooling, provided they do bona fide, keep a grammar school ye 
whole year, and if their proportion of the money will procure a 
schoolmaster more than twelve weeks, the usual time they have of 
late had schooling there, any person may have liberty to send their 
children after said 12 weeks. " 

There were yet to come dark days and setbacks, but those would 
perhaps lead to the greater ultimate success, as they inspired the 
adoption of the final, and, as it proved, the most effective measure. 

After the interruption of the Revolution, the town was again 
presented by the Grand Jury for neglect of its grammar school, in 
1785 and 1788; and arrangements were then made for a thorough 
reorganization of the school system in the Centre District, in co-



448 WORCESTER'S UNIQUE CENTRE 

operation with Dr. Elij ah Dix, and others, who united in a joint 
stock company and procured land on t he west side of Main Street, 
some 200 feet north of the present Central Street, on which was 
erected the building so long and well known as " The Centre School 
House." In 1801 this house was purchased from t he proprietors 
by the people of the Centre District, for $950, and thereafter the 
grammar school was a fixed and permanent institution in the 
Centre. This Centre School House was the pride of the people of 
t he District until t he supreme achievement of the English and 
Classical High School building on Walnut Street, which was con
sidered when opened, t he finest building used for school purposes in 
the State. It was described by Rev. Peter Whitney, in 1793, as "a 
large and handsome school-house, about 60 by 30 feet , and two 
stories high, on the lower floor of which are two apartments, one 
for a grammar school , and the other for an elementary school; in 
the upper story is a large hall , with a fire place at each end, used by 
the scholars on their exhibition days; on the top is a cupola with a 
bell. " We do not have this building to present as an exhibit, but we 
have two several portions of it, in these canes, from the museum of 
t his Society, each bearing a plate inscribed : PART OF THE FRAME 

OF THE OLD "CENTRAL SCHOOL HOUSE," MAIN ST. ERECTED IN 1784. 
REMOVED IN 1885. 

The ruling idea of this period seems to have been an exhaustive 
testing of the efficacy of the system of eking out the public provision 
for the support of schools, by voluntary subscriptions-and 
thorough was the word. In 17 45 a comprehensive scheme of opera
tion of all t he schools of the town was reported by a committee 
consisting of Jonas Rice, Daniel H eywood, Benjamin Flagg and 
Ephraim Curt is. Their proposition was t hat t he families living in 
the outskirts should have the use of their own school money as 
paid by them, and that the families in t he Centre should make up, by 
subscription or in some other way, a sum which, with their share of 
the tax, should be sufficient to maintain a grammar school in the 
Centre, which should be free to all the inhabitants of t he town. No 
action was taken on this report, but it had a considerable and lasting 
effect. Only two years later t he town voted to allow the quarters 
that shall keep school t heir proportionate share of the tax. Other 
votes extended t his privilege to groups, families and individuals. 
In 1745, "That a number of inhabitants living remote from the 
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school house have the benefit of such sums as they shall be assessed 
toward ye 110 pounds-to support suitable schools to instruct and 
teach their children in the best manner they may be able. In the 
N.E. part the following privileges to have the benefit of their own 
school money: Daniel Knight, John Knight- and other names, to 
the number of twenty in all; Also the familyes on the Westerly 
side of ye River called Half-way River: Widow Wallise, Joseph 
Willey, Nath'l Spring and Wm. McFarland, to have the principal 
part of their money. All ye familyes except John Tatman, Jabez 
Tatman and Michael Hambleton, living on the south or S. W. side 
of Bogachoag River and southerly of ye Country Road to have the 
privilege. Also the familys living remote on the S.E. part of sd 
town viz :-Joshua Bigelo, Jacob Smith, John Roberts, John Barker, 
Jonas Woodard and John Smith." And, if all this were not com
prehensive enough-"Voted that Daniel Hubbard be deemed one 
of Insign Parker's row." "The Remainder of the inhabitants of 
said town living within the aforesaid familys to make up by a sub
scription or some other method a sufficient sum including their part 
of said tax to maintain and keep a grammar school at ye school
house in sd town; so that ye town may not be at any time presented 
for want of ye same." 

Of the fruits of this policy the records give but little indication, 
except in the Centre District, where, indeed, its crucial test came. 
There for a time the system appeared to work fairly well, until 
the children of the heavy subscribers had received their preparation 
for college. Then the enthusiasm died down, and conditions slipped 
back into the low state which brought the determined revolt of 
1823-24, and opened the final and most unique chapter in the 
history of the Centre District School System. 

There are many temptations to stop and cull among these interest
ing old records- illuminating incidents, quaint phrases, curious 
and, to us, often humorous rules and regulations of both Town and 
Centre District, etc. The school for "children of color," in the 
Centre only- at times a bit troublesome to control, but, again, so 
good that some of the white parents petitioned that their children 
be allowed to attend it (however, there was no promotion from this 
to any higher school) ; Lists of Text Books, etc. But time presses, 
and I will but cite two of the By-Laws to be Observed in the Town 
of Worcester-under date of 1845. One of these would indicate 
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rather rustic conditions, to call for it ; the other, aside from its 
rather surprising character, shows that the town was more solicitous 
for the morals and manners of its Centre District, than for those of 
the out-districts. 

"No person shall hereafter saw any firewood, or pile the same 
upon the side or foot walks of any of the streets or roads in said 
town, and no person shall stand on any such foot or side walk, with 
his wood or saw horse, to the hindrance or obstruction of any foot 
passenger, under a penalty of one dollar." 

"If any person shall smoke any cigar or pipe in any of the streets 
or roads within School District No. 1 (The Centre District) in said 
town, he shall, for such offense, forfeit and pay the sum of one 
dollar." 

The final chapter of this story began in deep discouragement, in 
view of the existing conditions, but with quick rebound, it inaugu
rated an unexampled period of success and progress in school 
matters. 

Like the preceding period, this one had its dominating idea, the 
one untried weapon on which it pinned its faith. Someone of its 
leaders, in a flash of inspiration, hit upon the one measure which, 
however questionable, or impossible, as a general policy, scored a 
bullseye in this one particular case. It must, however, have taxed 
even the weight of the committee that devised it-which included 
the then Lt. Governor (a year later to be Governor) Levi Lincoln
to put it over with the Legislature. The nib of this was the sub
stitution for the broken reed of voluntary subscription, so long and 
so vainly tried-to eke out the insufficient school levies of the 
town- " the steady support of taxation." Mr. Lincoln says: 
"Resort to the contingent aid of voluntary contribution having 
been found ineffectual and feeble , authority was obtained from the 
Legislature, to bring the steady support of taxation for the support 
of schools." This was accomplished by virtue of a special grant of 
authority from the Legislature, act of January 17, 1824. 

This power, as granted to a single school district, was then and 
ever after unique, at least in Massachusetts. Hurd, in his County 
History, calls the independence of the district school committees 
or boards, the erection of an imperium in imperio; what language 
would cover this far more radical act of conferring upon a single 
school district that fundamental function of the autonomous civil 
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unit, the power to lay and collect taxes? This was as entirely unique 
as that plain usurpation of the royal prerogative of coining money, 
which was carried out with consummate audacity and finesse 
under the nose of the King of England, by colonial Massachusetts, 
for twenty years, in the matter of the Pine Tree Coinage. 

The period was ushered in by one of the most remarkable school 
reports in the annals of any school district-which has been charac
terized as follows: "The report of Mr. Burnside's committee in its 
consequences, which probably were not wholly foreseen at the time, 
is one of the most important facts in the school history of Massa
chusetts, and deserves to be lithographed and hung up in every 
school room in the Commonwealth, although Mr. Horace Mann, in 
one of his philippics against the school-district system, pronounced 
the special power granted to the Worcester Centre District by the 
Legislature, in the act above referred to, a local aggravation of the 
chief vice of a most vicious system." However, to quote further 
from the same authority, "under the supervision of the Overseers 
(of the District) the schools rapidly advanced to that position and 
degree of excellence which the schools of Worcester have ever since 
maintained." (Report of Worcester Schools, 1876, Appendix, 
p. 50.) 

I will quote at some length from this epochal report, somewhat 
in the way of recapitulation and confirmation of statements in my 
slender thread of narrative which I did not wish to interrupt too 
much-relative to methods and measures of school administration 
originated and matured in the Centre District, and later codified 
into the general law of the State. This committee consisted of: 

Sam'l M. Burnside 
A. Bancroft 
Levi Lincoln 
Otis Corbett 
Jonathan Going 
Sam'l Jennison 

"The Committee appointed by the inhabitants of the Centre 
School District in Worcester, on the fourth day of August current, 
to report on the general concerns of said District, and for other 
purposes, have attended to the duties assigned them, and ask 
leave to report: . . . It will i:ot be denied that the people of our 
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Commonwealth are laudably solicitous to adopt effectual methods 
to cultivate the intellectual and moral faculties of youth, to polish 
their manners, and prepare them for the active pursuits of life,
But your Committee are constrained to declare their opinion that 
the schools in this District have generally fallen below the common 
standard in the Commonwealth, and would not bear comparison 
with many in our immediate neighborhood. Ought this state of 
things to be longer endured? Is it not reproachful to the Centre 
District of the shire town in the county of Worcester, .... 

"The inefficiency of our schools may be traced, in the opinion of 
your Committee, to two prominent causes,-First, the false notions 
of economy, which have introduced incompetent masters. The 
amount of compensation paid annually to all the instructors within 
this District, including $400 for the Grammar School, has averaged 
nearly $840; of this sum about $440 have been appropriated to the 
support of the common schools, leaving but $400 to meet the whole 
expense of a Grammar School. Now it requires no argument to 
show that for a salary of $400 a preceptor possessing the requisite 
qualifications could not be obtained ; and the man who would 
engage for that sum would probably not be deserving of your con
fidence. Better is it, in the view of your Committee, that your 
children should depend for instruction upon their friends at home, 
than to be entrusted to one who would learn them nothing right, 
and restrain them from nothing wrong. But in a few instances the 
liberality of individuals has supplied, in some measure, the deficien
cies of the monies of the town, and competent masters have been 
sometimes employed . .. . 

"From the causes of these evils your Committee proceed to point 
out the only remedies which they deem effectual. First, insure the 
employment of able instructors in the Centre School, by raising the 
salary heretofore given them. This can be effected only by indi
vidual subscriptions, or by persuading the town to increase the 
general School tax for the benefit of the Grammar School, or by an 
assessment of the necessary addi tional sums upon the inhabitants of the 
District in pursuance of powers to be obtained from the Legislature 
for that purpose. Upon the first method suggested, your Committee 
think no permanent reliance can be placed; but they believe either 
the second or third to be practicable, and recommend the adoption 
of measures to pursue either the one or the other, or both, as cir-
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cumstances may render most advisable. In the second place, your 
Committee propose the following arrangement of the Schools: 

1st. A Grammar School to be kept permanently in the Centre 
School House. 

2nd. A School for every necessary branch of English education, to 
be kept in the Centre School House for, at least, eight 
months in the year. 

3d. A Female School to be kept in each of the other houses from 
April to November, inclusive. 

4th. A third female school of a higher order than those last 
mentioned, to be kept for the same term near the centre 
of the District; and to be composed of scholars most 
advanced from the other female schools." 

This, in 1823, is believed to be the earliest authentic account of 
the practice of grading. 

It was not until the year 1789 that school districts were so much 
as mentioned in any formal enactment. The act of that year was 
not merely a revision of former acts, it included also a recognition 
of the then existing customs. Compare the vote of the town of 
Worcester under date April 23, 1730, reciting "that whereas many 
small children cannot attend the school in the centre of the town, 
by reason of the remoteness of their dwellings, &c.," and therefore 
locating "the school dames" in the several parts of the town-with 
the preamble #2 of this act of 1789: "Whereas by reason of the 
dispersed situation, &c., the children and youth cannot be collected 
in any one place for their instruction, &c., therefore towns are 
authorized to define the limits of school-districts." Thus does the 
very first act that mentions school-districts recognize them as 
already existing. 

By the act of 1817, Ch. 14, districts were made corporations with 
power to sue and be sued, and to hold real and personal estate. 
But this act was merely declaratory of existing law. 

The vote of the town of Worcester, above referred to, is also of 
special interest as proof of the employment of women as teachers 
long before such employment was considered legal. Said Gov. 
Bullock in an address at Holyoke, on the Centennial situation of 
women: "For some years after the adoption of the Constitution, 
women were ineligible to the office of teachers, and, if permitted 
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to perform its duties they could not, I believe, by process of law 
collect their salary." 

The same act of 1789 allowed the alternative choosing of school 
committees, but the first act that required towns and cities to elect 
School Committees and ousted all other officers of all control over 
schools, was passed March 10, 1826. The history of this act has a 
connection with the Centre School District of Worcester, especially 
deserving of notice here. The report of Mr. Burnside's committee, 
1823, contains, besides other recommendations of importance, the 
following: "Your Committee recommend that a board of twelve 
overseers be chosen annually by ballot, whose duty it shall be, in 
conjunction with the Selectmen, to determine upon the qualifications 
of instructors, and to contract with them for their services; to 
determine upon the attainments of scholars to be admitted into said 
schools respectively; to prescribe the course of instruction, and all 
necessary rules and regulations for the government thereof, and, in 
short, to have full administrative authority in regard to the schools 
of the district, except that in case of the Grammar School, which 
was for all the inhabitants of the town, they were to act in con
junction with the Selectmen of the town ." And they were to report 
annually in writing to the District. The recommendations of this 
committee were adopted, and thenceforth the duties of the Over
seers of Schools of the Centre District of Worcester were identical 
with those of the modern school committees. 

Three years after this, in 1826, Mr. Burnside, being sent by the 
Town of Worcester to the Massachusetts House of Representatives, 
embodied his plan of a special board of public officers to have charge 
of schools, foreshadowed in the report as quoted above, in "A Bill 
to further provide for the Instruction of Youth," and procured 
the passage of the same by the Legislature. 

May 25, 1727, on an article in the warrant of the Selectmen 
"to see if ye town will Ch use a Schoole-master to teach Children 
and Youth to Read and Right as ye Law directs," it was voted 
"that James Holding L(ieut) Moses Leonard L(ieut) Henery Lee 
John Hubbart & John Stearns be a Comitte to provid a School
master for one year"-they being the first school committee appointed 
by the town. 

That the wise and far-sighted policy of vesting exclusive juris
diction over public schools in a responsible committee, believed to 
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have been first adopted in Worcester, was, directly after its success
ful experiment here, extended to the whole State, was due to Samuel 
M. Burnside of Worcester. 

The first Worcester City school report, 1848, shows, on the 
whole, fair conditions in the out-districts, and waxes enthusiastic 
over the schools in the Centre District, especially the higher ones. 

"The three Grammar Schools (the term being used in its modern 
signification) may, without exaggeration, be represented as models 
of their kind ..... On the whole the Committee believe that the 
City may cherish the liveliest satisfaction in view of the condition 
of their Grammar Schools. It is a blessing that can hardly be 
overvalued, that nearly three hundred of our sons and daughters 
have been permitted to enjoy the training of such schools for another 
year. The Classical and English High School is the only one remain
ing to be spoken of. In previous years the reports of this school 
have been, with scarce an exception, laudatory. Indeed, com
mittees have seemed to take it for granted that they had a right to 
monopolize all the terms of commendation in our language in 
preparing their descriptions of it. But what redeems these accounts 
from the charge of vanity or fulsome exaggeration is, that they have 
had truth for their basis, and known facts for their justification. 
It would perhaps suffice to say, therefore, that the school has never 
been more truly prosperous than it has during the past year, and 
that its present condition is a practical illustration of the sound 
wisdom and large generosity with which it was planned and carried 
into operation." 

Of a splendid accomplishment under the Centre District School 
System the records leave no room for doubt, but it must be admitted 
that its most peculiar, as well as most effective feature was looked 
upon askance as a precedent, especially as regards its effects upon 
the out-districts; and I cannot do better in closing this paper than 
to quote from the last Town school report, for 1847- 48-a document 
characterized by eminent fairness and breadth of vision- not 
unmindful of disadvantages to the out-districts, but frankly recog
nizing some great and otherwise unattainable benefits to the 
Centre, and eventually to all-its most admirable historical, 
explanatory and apologetic discussion of this feature. 

"Worcester has been an anomaly among the towns of the Com
monwealth in regard to the mode of providing for the support and 



456 W O R C E S T E R ' S U N I Q U E C E N T R E 

superintendence of its public schools. Elsewhere the whole cost 
of public instruction has been defrayed by the Town; and the entire 
care of the schools has devolved upon the Town Committee, whose 
powers, duties and responsibilities are defined by general statutes, 
and whose annual reports, supposed to contain a history of the 
condition and progress of education in their respective localities 
form a part of the archives of the State. An exception to this rule 
has been made in favor of Worcester alone. In 1824 the inhabitants 
of School District No. 1 (The Centre District), comprising the most 
concentrated and populous portion of the village, obtained a 
charter from the Legislature, by which they were authorized to 
raise money by taxation among themselves, in addition to the sum 
apportioned to their District by the Town, to be applied to the 
support of schools in their own District, in such manner as they 
might direct. 

"In virtue of the authority thus conferred, the Centre District 
has been accustomed to choose a separate Board of Overseers for 
the management and direction of its schools. The Latin Grammar 
School, however, although located within the limits of the Centre 
District, being for the use of the whole town, continued in the 
charge of the Town Committee; and the Classical and English 
High School, which, with greatly increased advantages, succeeded 
to the Latin Grammar School, has been under the same direction. 
But the Town Committee has exercised no jurisdiction over the 
schools properly belonging to the Centre District; and an account 
of their condition has made no part in the annual Report rendered 
to the town and deposited with the Secretary of State. The simple 
statistics of numbers and attendance only, have been given in the 
Register required by the Secretary for the apportionment of the 
income of the School Fund of the Commonwealth. 

"Whether the separation of interests, between the Centre District 
and the other Districts may not have proved injurious to the latter, 
is a question it is now, for any practical purpose, too late to discuss. 
It is certainly possible that, satisfied with the excellence of their 
own schools, the inhabitants of the Centre may have been less 
anxious to increase the general appropriations made by the Town; 
. . . . So far as the Centre is concerned, it is undoubtedly true 
that the concentrated efforts of its residents have exhibited their 
fruits in the high degree of excellence to which the schools have 
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been raised, without any wasteful or unproductive expenditure. 
Still it is not unreasonable to conclude that, if the whole sum raised 
in the town had been distributed among all the Districts, the pro
portion received by the Centre would have proved less than that 
District would have required; and therefore a necessity for increas
ing the general appropriation have been felt. . . . . 

"It was for this, among other reasons, doubtless, that the Legis
lature soon repented of permitting, in the instance of Worcester, a 
departure from a general principle, and resolutely refused, in other 
cases, to grant such powers to particular Districts. . . . . 

"The abstraction of a larger share of population from the care of 
the Town Committee, still left in its charge about an equal propor
tion of schools; but such as have been the most difficult to manage, 
and, with the exception of the High School, the least susceptible 
of improvement. In thinly settled agricultural districts all ages and 
classes of children are usually brought together in one apartment, 
and under one teacher. The instructor is at one time a male, at 
another a female . The schools are subject to long intermissions; 
and the notions and habits of parents are apt to be unfavorable to 
energy and system in the mode of conducting them. From these 
the pupils advance to the High School, where a careful regard to 
qualifications, and a strict internal discipline are indispensable 
to success. To stimulate and sustain both grades of schools, differ
ing so widely-to adapt them to each other, without the advantage 
of an intermediate station, and at the same time to accord with the 
superior attainments, methodical progress, and high aims of the 
Centre District, has been the duty of the Town Committee. Thus 
it has devolved upon them to provide for the highest and lowest 
degrees of culture; but to graduate the interval by appropriate 
steps of advancement, and thus to secure a perfect and well balanced 
system, has not been within their means of accomplishment .... . 
A finer school than the Classical and English High School, such 
as it has become under the administration of able and faithful 
teachers, the Town Committee could hardly desire to transfer to 
their successors of the City." 

A footnote adds: "By way of set-off to the advantages of the 
Centre, the sum of sixty dollars has been allowed, annually, to each 
of the out-districts, beyond their proper share of the school money 
raised by the Town; while the example of the Centre is supposed 
by many to have had a highly favorable influence on their schools." 
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Read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by Zelotes W. Coombs, January 6, 1914 

The traveler through the valley of the Blackstone River, the 
busiest river in the world, notes from time to time a clearly outlined 
bank of earth, running in straight or regularly curved lines, covered 
with grass and trees, and disappearing ever and again under some 
building, some street, or lost to sight in the waters of some mill or 
even of the river itself. Surely this is no work of Nature; the hand 
of man has wrought here, and, if the traveler inquires he will learn 
that the earth embankment marks the path of the Blackstone 
Canal, which, more than fourscore years ago, solved the problem 
of transportation from Worcester to tidewater, which made Worces
ter indeed a port of entry, which was a factor, perhaps the factor, 
in the marvelous growth of this inland city. Two generations 
have passed since the water was drawn off from the last level, 
the last packet-boat cut up for firewood; when the utter futility 
of the whole plan became apparent. And yet the memory of 
that great though early undertaking still lingers and is now, after 
all these years, of more than passing interest. 

The conclusion of the second war with England had left the new 
nation ready for expansion. The narrow strip of Atlantic seaboard, 
peopled by the thirteen colonies, was too contracted for the growing 
life of this new nation. As in every age of human progress the water
ways did their part in opening up new territory for occupation. 
The course of empire took its way toward the West by water so 
far as this was possible. If you will glance at a map of this country 
you will note that there is no continuous waterway from the Atlantic 
to the valley of the Ohio. So the early emigrants went out to the 
Western Reserve overland, using the rivers as they could. They 
followed the Potomac, retracing the course of the ill-fated Braddock, 
and took the Allegheny or the Monongahela, after the mountain 
ridge had been crossed. Or, if they were going from the North, 
they moved up the valley of the Mohawk, by land or by water as 
they could, until they reached the Great Lakes. Then, embarking 
upon their placid waters, they were presently at their goal. 

Commerce and trade followed settlement. In solving the 
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problems of transportation Europe had long since waked up to the 
fact that freight and even passengers might well be moved in 
slackwater canals. Such waterways soon furrowed the surface of 
England. For years they had been the highways of Holland. 

The needs of the growing country, the demand for sure and cheap 
transportation of freight and passengers in all directions, added 
weight to the example of Europe. In this state came the Middlesex 
Canal, running from Boston to Lowell. It was incorporated in 
1793, was begun in 1794, and was opened in 1803. In 1808, Albert 
Gallatin, Jefferson's great Secretary of the Treasury, issued his 
famous report, advocating a tremendous policy of expansion, with 
numerous public works that should help along this expansion. 
Specifically, he named certain canals to be dug at once. Among 
these were the one through the neck of land between the Delaware 
River and Chesapeake Bay, several perfecting the internal waterway 
along the Atlantic coast, and, especially, one from Boston Harbor 
southward across Massachusetts, to connect Rhode Island by way 
of Taunton River, a distance of about twenty-six miles. This canal 
has never been dug, although the plan has reappeared many times, 
but the Cape Cod Canal, at least realized, may be considered as, to 
a certain extent, a phase of the larger undertaking. 

The opening of the great Erie Canal in 1825, revolutionized 
transportation from the Great Lakes to the sea, and laid the founda
tion of New York's supremacy as a commercial center. Naturally 
the example of the Erie, and its success, inspired many other canal 
projects. Notably, may be mentioned, one of interest to us of 
New England, that from New Haven to Northampton. It was 
chartered in 1822, was begun in 1825, was opened in 1827 as far as 
Farmington, Conn., in 1829 to Westfield, Mass., and in 1835 was 
completed to Northampton. That other wild and fantastic plan 
for a canal from Boston to the Hudson River never passed beyond 
the preliminary stage, although the first surveys for such a canal 
were made by no less an engineer than General Henry Knox. 

John Brown, the well-known citizen of Providence, R. I., had 
been impressed with the coming importance of canal navigation as 
early as 1796, and even thus early recognized the value of a link 
between Providence and Worcester. His petition in 1796, to the 
Rhode Island Assembly, for an act of incorporation, was granted 
without opposition, but a similar petition from the inhabitants of 
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Worcester County, presented at the May, 1796, session of the 
Massaehusetts General Court, was met by a counter petition, that 
a canal be constructed from Boston to Worcester, and then on to 
the Connecticut. A canal from Worcester to Providence, it was 
believed, would naturally divert the business of Worcester County 
from Boston, where it seemed to belong, to Providence, in another 
state. Boston, through the Middlesex Canal, mentioned above, 
already controlled the commerce of the Merrimac Valley; she was 
now making sure of her control of Worcester County commerce. 
The supporters of the Boston-Worcester plan were so strong that 
they defeated in the Legislature the advocates of the Worcester
Providence undertaking. This policy of opposition postponed for 
nearly thirty years, therefore, a plan which would have meant much 
to the development of Central Massachusetts. 

John Brown died, but the plan revived with the next generation. 
Business was expanding. Mill privileges along the Blackstone 
River were occupied by large manufactories. Transportation was 
demanded for all kinds of freight. The time had come when the 
canal was a necessity. Meetings were held in the Valley towns, and, 
in the spring of 1822, a committee of investigation was appointed. 
Funds were readily subscribed and preliminary surveys were made 
this very year, 1822, by Benjamin Wright, famous as the Chief 
Engineer of the middle section of the Erie Canal. An assistant of 
Mr. Wright's, Holmes Hutchinson, had personal charge of these 
surveys, which were completed in September, 1822, and were 
published in a full report of the whole question of a canal between 
Providence and Worcester, the grades, the number, location and 
nature of the locks, the matter of rainfall and evaporation, of pos
sible feeders, and an estimate of the cost. These findings are well 
worth reading, since they embody the essentials soon to be put into 
effect. I quote briefly from it: 

"Mr. Hutchinson, accompanied by some of the gentlemen com
mittee, has completed a level over the route for the proposed 
canal, and they find the distance, by measure, 45 miles, as a canal 
would run, and the descent 451½ feet from Thomas street in 
Worcester to the tide-water at Providence. 

"The ground is remarkably favorable. The soil generally easy 
to excavate, the embankments neither large nor extensive-very 
little solid rock to be removed-the aqueducts and culverts not 
numerous or excessive . .... " 
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"On viewing the country to be benefited by the Canal, taking 
into consideration its probable future growth and increase of trade, I 
have come to the conclusion that a canal 32 feet wide at the top, 18 
feet at bottom, and 3½ feet depth of water, would be the proper 
size to be formed; and that locks of 70 feet between the gates, and 
10 feet in width, would be sufficiently large for the trade intended
bearing in mind a proper economy in use of water, and in erection 
of locks. 

"The summit level being most deficient in water, it was found 
that North Pond, lying two miles northerly from the Court House in 
Worcester, was the principal source of the Worcester branch of the 
Blackstone River; and the pond is said to contain or cover a surface 
of about 100 acres, and an expense of $1000 would make it cover 180 
acres, by raising a dam 8 feet high and thereby retaining the 
floodwaters of the spring and summer. 

"Admitting these premises, it is reduced to mathematical cal
culation that a superficial surface of 140 acres and 8 feet deep 
would give 48,787,000 cubic feet of water." 

From the commencement of Thomas street in Worcester, to the 
outlet of Dority Pond in Millbury, a distance of about seven miles, 
Mr. Hutchinson very properly located locks of 6 feet lift each. 
"These locks would require 4200 cubic feet of water each time filled; 
and admitting that the casual falls of rain would make good the 
evaporation of North Pond, this reservoir would give 11,616 locks 
full of water, of six feet each." 

After arriving at the outlet of Dority Pond in Millbury, near 
the Goodell Manufacturing Company's works, Mr. Hutchinson 
so formed his plan as to take the water of Dority Pond and locate 
locks below that point on 8 feet lift each. "These locks required 
5600 cubic feet of water to fill them each time; and in order to 
obtain a full supply resort must be had to making Dority Pond a 
reservoir. It is believed that an expense of $150 would form a dam 
to raise Dority Pond 10 feet higher than its present summer surface, 
and it would then contain or cover, according to estimation, at 
least 140 acres, which, at 10 feet depth, would give 60,984,000 
cubic feet of water. This, added to the water of North Pond would 
give lockage water for 19,602 locks of eight feet lift each. " 

Thus the report went on, touching on all details of excavation, 
locks, etc., estimating the total distance as a little over 45 miles, 
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the total descent, as stated above, as 451½ feet, the number of 
locks as 62, and the total cost as $323,319.00. 

Plans were suggested for wooden as well as for stone locks, al
though the latter material was ultimately adopted. Mr. Hutchinson 
even added a supplementary report on the construction of a canal 
from Lake Quinsigamond, or Long Pond, as it was then called, to 
the main canal from Worcester to Providence. But this project was 
never carried out. 

Public opinion had now become so strongly in favor of the canal 
that opposition in the Legislature died out. In March, 1823, an act 
of incorporation was passed by the Legislature of Massachusetts, 
and in June of that year a similar act by the Rhode Island Assembly. 
Some time naturally elapsed between the passing of these acts and 
the organizing of the corporation, the obtaining and filing of a 
careful survey of the route, the locating of the canal, securing sub
scriptions to the stock, adjusting damages and letting contracts for 
construction. . 

From its inception the canal was a Rhode Island enterpri e, and 
more than half a million dollars was subscribed by residents of that 
state. A corporation to construct and carry on the canal had been 
organized in each state, but these were united in 1825 under the 
name of the Blackstone Canal Company, three commissioners 
being appointed from each state to manage the affairs. 

Excavation was begun in Rhode Island in 1824. Under date of 
July 8, 1826, we find this entry in the diary of Isaiah Thomas: 
"This day the laborers first broke ground in Thomas St., in this 
town, for making the canal to Providence. In Rhode Island they 
have been employed on the canal several months." 

The excavation was by the laborious method of pick, shovel and 
wheelbarrow, with plenty of horses and carts. But modern methods 
were unknown. The progress of the undertaking was noted from 
time to time in the daily or weekly papers. Says the Aegis, late in 
1827: "All through the year 1827 the work on the Blackstone Canal 
has been prosecuted with busy industry. The heavy rains of spring 
and sudden tempest of autumn have certainly had an unfa;vorable 
effect upon the excavation, but much less than could reasonably 
have been expected. Some difficulties have been experienced by 
contractors abandoning their sections but in many cases much of 
such work has been relet advantageously. All the locks, the most 
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expensive and difficult parts of the canal, will be completed during 
the present year, and most of the excavations." 

The three or four miles passing through Millbury were the most 
expensive of the entire construction. There were nine locks, eight 
in a distance of one and a quarter miles, taking care of a lift of 
eighty-seven feet. The average cost per lock was $4,600. 

The first of the canal boats to be built, the Lady Carrington, 
was finished in June, 1828. She was of the largest size that could be 
admitted to the locks, being 70 feet long, 9½ feet wide, and as high 
as would admit of a safe passage under the canal bridges, but draw
ing only 18 to 20 inches. 

The great head basin in Worcester was located between Thomas 
and Central streets, and there were smaller basins farther down the 
canal. As has been said, the route was approximately 45 miles 
long; there were 62 locks, which took care of the 451½ feet of 
descent to Providence, the locks varying from six to eight feet in 
depth. The canal feeders were North Pond, Worcester, Dority 
Pond, Millbury, and various other ponds below. For much of the 
distance the canal followed the river, a low embankment forming 
a line of separation. But in spite of the feeders and in spite of the 
river, as a source of supply, there was from the first lack of water 
to fill the levels and locks. This lack of water was one cause of 
friction with the mill-owners along the stream, the latter feeling 
that water was being taken from their mill-wheels to fill the canal. 
And the fact that for miles the canal was really a part of the river, 
while it saved in cost of construction, brought about much trouble. 
Washouts were frequent , and excessive high water or excessive 
low water checked navigation on the canal. 

The season of 1828, when the canal was nearing completion, was 
a wet one. The heavy rains interfered with the final touches. The 
last delay came in hanging the lock gates. These were heavy and 
difficult to place in position, and expectations of people along the 
line were disappointed again and again. 

The first boat on the canal, as I have indicated, was the Lady 
Carrington, named for the wife of Edward Carrington, one of the 
Rhode Island commissioners. She was built in Providence, and 
was finished in quite palatial style, for the accommodation of 
passengers. On the first of July she started from tidewater in 
Providence on an excursion up the canal, the first trip ever at-
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tempted. There was great enthusiasm along the route, cannon 
boomed and the cheering was continuous until she reached success
fully the head of navigation at Albion Factory, ten miles away. On 
this first trip the passengers were His Excellency, the Governor of 
Rhode Island, two of the Rhode Island commissioners, and fifty 
citizens. Two horses formed the motive power, and a rate of four 
miles an hour was attained. Nine locks were passed in the ten 
miles to Albion Factory, about four minutes being required for the 
passage through each lock upward, and about three minutes for the 
passage downward. 

The first boat which passed through the entire length of the canal 
arrived in Worcester, October 7, 1828. On that day Isaiah Thomas 
in his diary wrote : "First boat on the canal arrived at the basin in 
Thomas street from Providence, with a number of gentlemen 
passengers. Went on board with the Governor and a number of 
gentlemen; an address by Mr. Merrick, afterwards went to the 
Governor's with a number of gentlemen invited, who gave us very 
excellent entertainment of good eating and drinking." 

This boat had been long expected. Cattle show came October 
6th, and there was fervent hope that the first boat would come 
through by that date. On September 24th, the Massachusetts Spy 
had said: "We still have strong hopes that the whole line will be 
navigable before the time set for the Cattle Show, but the progress 
of the work is liable to so many contingencies from the weather and 
frequently from the occurrence of other unlooked for obstacles, 
that we should not be very much disappointed if it should prove 
otherwise. " 

When the first boat did come through the enthusiasm was great, 
even though the Cattle Show had passed. 

On the 18th of October freight boats came as far as Uxbridge; on 
the 27th the Lady Carrington appeared in Worcester again, and 
left the following day heavily laden with butter, domestic goods, 
cheese, coal and paper. This coal, by the way, came from the coal 
mine near the Lake, and shortly after the opening of the canal a 
company was formed to build a railway, operated by horses, from 
the mine to the Thomas street basin. But this road was never 
built, although coal seems to have been for some time an article of 
export. And this coal was not without reputation in those days. 
Says the Massachusetts Spy of that time: "We saw yesterday an 
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excellent piece of the Worcester coal in a stove erected to burn that 
kind of fuel , in the store of T. & W. Keith of this town. It burned 
apparently as well as either Lehigh or Schuylkill coal, and produced 
a great heat. Great quantities have been taken from the mine 
recently, and the quality seems to improve, so that whatever 
doubts remained of its goodness and value appear to be mostly 
removed." 

On the 8th of November six boats arrived deeply laden, and the 
business world was in a bustle of excitement. November 24th came 
a heavy fall of snow, but packet boats ran for some time later. 
Already the canal seemed to have realized fully the anticipations 
of its projectors, and enthusiasm and gratulations were everywhere. 
Said the Massachusetts Spy of November 19th, 1828: "A quantity 
of cherry plank and joist was landed in this town on the 17th from 
the canal boat, Providence, which grew in Michigan or Ohio, at 
the head of Lake Erie, from whence it was shipped down the lake 
to Buffalo, thence by the Erie Canal to Albany, from that place to 
Providence by sloop navigation, and from Providence to this place 
by the Blackstone Canal, a distance on the whole of at least 900 
miles, four hundred of which is artificial navigation. It is thus that 
articles are made valuable in one section of the country, where 
otherwise there would be no market for them, and another section 
is supplied at a fair rate with that which it must otherwise do with
out, or buy at very exorbitant prices. Twenty years ago any man 
who should predict that the interior and central part of Massa
chusetts would now be supplied with lumber from the forests of 
Michigan would have been set 'down as a visionary enthusiast. 
Yet such glowing anticipation, if, indeed, anyone entertained it, 
has been fully realized. Such are the effects of the spirit of enter
prise which the operation of free institutions infuses into a people." 

But all was not easy sailing for the boatmen. Breaks in the 
embankments were frequent, and then the level in which the break 
occurred was closed for repairs, often for weeks. At times the mill 
owners along the canal, fearing loss of water or other encroachment 
on their rights, cut the embankments and let the water into the 
river, or, under cover of the darkness would dump a load of stone 
into a lock. Upon this obstacle the unsuspecting boatman would 
steer his craft, and find himself fast aground. But the boatmen 
were a resolute and hardy set of men and did not meekly submit 
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to this form of torment, and many a mill man kept watch and ward 
against a fiery retaliation. 

Nor was the navigation of the quiet levels without the dangers 
of the high seas. In the Spy of December 8th, 1828, we read: 
"The Lady Carrington canal boat, on her way from Providence to 
this place, got out of her course in the pond this side of the Black
stone Factory on Saturday night, and struck upon a rock which 
injured her so much that she was obliged to discharge her cargo 
and return to Providence." 

Although the growth of Worcester was greatly favored by the 
coming of the canal, as I shall show later, the town did not always 
fare well in the matter of transportation. There was a tendency 
on the part of the boatmen to carry cargoes to the towns nearer 
tidewater and discharge them there, hurrying back for more. Thus 
the towns at the upper end of the canal were left without service. 
Interruptions to traffic were frequent, as has been shown. And a 
merchant awaiting goods could hardly restrain his impatience at 
their non-arrival. Once at least the entire fleet was frozen in the 
ice from late fall until early spring, caught quite unprepared. 

But canal navigation and extension were in the air. The growing 
country felt the need more than ever of means of transportation. 
The success of the Blackstone Canal encouraged other schemes. In 
February, 1829, a meeting was held in Whiting's Tavern, Sterling, 
at which it was voted unanimously to take the most efficient means 
possible for securing an extension of the Blackstone Canal to 
Nashua, the proposed route being partly in Lake Quinsigamond, 
thence by the river valley to the town named. But nothing ever 
came of the project. 

The first winter of the canal was a severe one, but it weathered 
the storms and floods well. Navigation closed December 17, 1828, 
and the canal was opened April 24, 1829. Only minor repairs were 
found necessary. On the 13th of April, 1829, was launched the 
first canal boat built in Worcester, the Washington. Christopher 
Baldwin tells about it in his diary. The boat was built near the 
present site of the County Jail on Summer street, was placed on 
wheels and moved to the site of the present Union Station, where it 
was launched. There was a great concourse of spectators, and Hon. 
Emory Washburn delivered an address. 

In the Massachusetts Spy of April 25th, 1829, we read of the 
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appointment of Anthony Chase, Esq., as agent of the canal in 
Worcester, also of the formal opening of the canal warehouse on 
Thomas Street. Says the Spy of this date: "There is a prospect 
of a full employment at present of all the boats on the Canal, which 
have now become considerably numerous. The lading and unlading 
of boats, the arrival of teams with freight to put on board of them, 
and the constant passing of trucks with goods brought by the boats 
to be delivered at different points in town, yesterday and the day 
before, presented scenes of activity and bustle in the vicinity of 
the head of the Canal which afforded a gratifying contrast with the 
appearance of the same place four years since when no improve
ments had been made, and when the land occupied now by the canal 
and basin, and where new streets, wharves, and warehouses are 
built, was used for a mowing field." 

Before the canal was in actual operation many people had been 
skeptical of its success. But it seemed to be a success from the 
start. By it a new impetus was given to industry along the line of 
the canal, and land rose surprisingly in value. Freight charges for 
merchants and manufacturers in the Blackstone Valley towns and 
in Worcester, were lowered materially. For Worcester merchants 
there was a saving of $3.80 on every ton brought into the city, 
and freight was sent from New York to Worcester by way of Long 
Island Sound and the canal from Providence, instead of by water 
to Boston and thence overland. 

The canal was primarily a carrier of freight, passengers still 
making use of the stage coach. 

On the 29th of May, 1829, the Massachusetts Spy published a 
list of subscribers to canal stock who had not paid their subscrip
tions. At first there had been a great rush for the shares. The story 
is told that the market for the stock being especially good in 
Providence, a post rider was despatched to Worcester to purchase 
certain shares said to have remained unsold in that town. 

On the 29th of June, the Lady Carrington made the entire trip of 
45 miles in fourteen hours, and it was believed that this time might 
be bettered by a more rapid moving team of horses. Under the 
rules of the company, however, no boat was to proceed at a rate 
exceeding four miles an hour. This was to prevent racing. No 
boat should start in the morning earlier than one hour after sunrise, 
and no boat should remain on its course later than one hour after 
sunset. 
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On the 4th of July, 1829, an excursion was run from Worcester to 
Millbury by the Lady Carrington, leaving Worcester at 6 A.M., 

returning at 9 A.M. But the boats were for the most part too busy 
with freight to waste any time. The canal did a good business in 
1829; the tolls reached $8,606. In 1830 they were $12,016; in 
1831, $14,944; in 1832, $18,907; in 1833, $17,545. But in 1836 
they dropped to $11,500, and they fell steadily until the canal 
was finally closed in 1848. As it had cost about $750,000, and 
there were numerous expenses connected with its operation, it 
may easily be figured out what financial return was available for 
the stockholders. 

On the 11th of November, 1829, nine boats arrived in Worcester, 
all freight laden. In some weeks as many as twelve boats cleared 
for Worcester, or from that town. If they could not secure a good 
cargo here they could always drop down the valley to Northbridge 
or Uxbridge and take on a load of cordwood. And this many of 
them did. But there was a variety of articles transported on the 
canal that generally supplied cargo enough. Before the first excava
tion had been begun, a canvass was made of Worcester County 
towns, to ascertain the amount of heavy freight transported from 
each annually overland to Boston. The total was found to be 
more than 25,000 tons. I cite one example only, ew Braintree. 
This town of 800 inhabitants sent down annually by wagon, 100 
tons of cheese, 10 tons of butter, 75 tons of pork and 15 tons of 
cider, besides poultry and many other articles of provision. Fair 
promise of this of good business for the canal. And Carl, in his 
"Tour of Main Street," says : "Central Street had at that time 
but two or three houses upon both sides of it. It was the principal 
road from Main Street to the Canal basin, and the canal stores 
that stood around it. It was one of my early pleasures," he con
tinued, "to go to the basin, and see the boats come up from Provi
dence laden with flour, corn, salt, iron and other heavy articles 
with now and then a family of prodigiously large wharf rats for 
passengers. Chairs, chairs, everlasting in number, brought into 
town in large loads from the northern part of the county, seemed 
to me to be the principal loading of the boats down the canal." 

Carl was observant and noted, doubtless, a staple of export. But 
the list was a full one. On the 24th of April, 1829, there came in the 
canal boat, Rhode Island, Captain James Slack, 120 casks of lime, 
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shipped by E. Harris of Providence, to D. Haywood, 188 Main 
Street, Worcester, the toll amounting to $18.75. On the 27th of 
April, came two hogsheads of rum, one of molasses, one of New 
Orleans sugar, and five boxes of soap. Much ship timber was sent 
down, and among other articles transported in one direction or the 
other, we find oil, salt, wire, nails, brick, iron, tacks, cotton, log
wood, alum, tobacco, figs, glass, mackerel, satinet, warp, brandy, 
snuff, lead in 'pigs, codfish, leather, plaster, lumber machinery, 
flour, coffee, corn, sugar, rum and gin. This is a varied list and 
proves that the canal would have been profitable in time had not 
the railroads solved anew the problem of transportation, and 
sounded the death knell of such canals as the Middlesex and the 
Blackstone. 

Lincoln says in his history, that the canal was more useful to 
the public than it was to the stockholders. And it was useful in 
ways not at first apparent. It consumed water in its locks and 
levels, but it conserved water in its reservoirs and thus equalized 
the volume in the river to a certain degree, at all seasons, hence 
providing more and more uniform water power. Villages sprang 
up where none had been before, the growth in population was 
pronounced. When the canal was opened in 1828 three towns in 
this county surpassed Worcester in size namely, Lancaster, Brook
field and Mendon. With the opening of the canal the growth of 
Worcester went by leaps and bounds, while the other towns re
mained stationary or even retrograded. 

In 1765 the population of Worcester was 1475; in 1775, it was 
1925. During the war of the Revolution there was little growth. 
From 1790 to 1800, four hundred souls were added; from 1800 to 
1810, one hundred and fifty; from 1810 to 1820, again four hundred, 
the total standing at 2962 in 1820. In 1825 we find a population 
of 3650; in 1830, 4172; in 1835, 6624, a leap of 3000 in ten years. 
Much of this growth must be ascribed to the coming of the canal. 

The causes that led to the failure of the canal have been hinted 
at They were, fundamentally, three in number. First, the location 
of a portion of the canal in the river. As a result of this, boats 
were often detained by high water, and also by low water, for weeks 
at a time. Secondly, the canal was in some years closed by ice for 
four or five months, and, one year at least, practically every boat 
on the canal was tied up thus by a premature freeze in early Novem-
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her. Thirdly, in time of drought, water was scarce even for the 
levels and locks, and this impeded navigation and transportation. 
These causes were inherent in the canal from the start. The grand, 
final cause, which nobody could have foreseen, was the coming of 
the railroad. This has worked the downfall of practically every 
canal undertaking in the country, with the striking exception of the 
Erie. The problem of the Erie was, and is, peculiar, and this case 
seems bound to remain successful for all time. 

In 1820, Hon. William Foster of Boston, called a meeting of those 
interested in building a railroad from Boston to Providence. One 
man responded, and he came to deride the scheme as wild. On the 
4th of June, 1834, a train ran from Boston over part of this very 
route, and shortly afterward over the entire distance. The Provi
dence and Worcester Railroad was chartered in 1844. Trains began 
running between the two cities October 25th, 1847. The canal, 
long moribund, had received its death blow. The last toll, as far 
as Woonsocket, was collected November 9th, 1848. 

The following spring the sale of canal property began. Ware
houses, land, above all, the hewn stone in the sixty-two locks, were 
disposed of, the stone finding a ready market for building purposes. 
One still remains practically intact, in the woods below Millville. 
Not far away is another interesting monument, the milestone mark
ing the 24th mile from Providence. For long distances the towpath 
can be detected, stretching along with lines as clearly cut as when 
the laborers threw out the soil almost a century ago, and with their 
spades shaped the corners of the embankment. But the locks will 
never be rebuilt, t he levels will never again be filled for the passage 
of the slow-moving barges. The future holds much in store for 
canal navigation in this country, but not in the valley of the Black
stone. Its waters are harnessed to do a great work, perhaps in 
times to come they will supply the electric power that moves the 
cars along the rails of the Providence and Worcester Railroad; but 
the Blackstone Canal will remain simply a memory, recalled only 
when some stroller notes its physical remains, or the passengers 
on the railway mark the towpath crossing and recrossing the line of 
the road in regular curves, or when the antiquarian delving into 
the past recalls the mighty work of an earlier generation, and the 
place of this work in history . 



A LITTLE ADVENTURE IN LOCAL ARCHAEOLOGY 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by C. C. Ferguson, October 13, 1933 

Almost every community has one or more devotees to the collect
ing of the ancient stone implements of Indians. These represent 
the oldest things in America formed by the hand of man. Made of 
stone and clay they are practically imperishable, and the cruder 
forms may date back even to the gfacial age or before, thousands 
if not hundreds of thousands of years. 

Though New England has been searched for these for more than a 
hundred years, as the great number of such relics in our museums 
shows, still enough are to be found to sustain the interest of the 
present-day collector. 

Every plowing of the land and every falling of the waters in 
ponds and reservoirs brings to light new specimens and new sites. 
Wherever an Indian encamped, he renewed or increased his arti
facts. In so doing he left the peculiar conchoidal chips broken off 
in making these fragments, and sometimes the implements them
selves. Thus one cannot fail to recognize a site when uncovered 
or bared by plowing or by water. To the collector there is as much 
joy in finding a new site as there is to the archaeologist in Yucatan, 
Guatemala, or the Gobi Desert. He will spend time and labor in 
sun and rain in the hope of finding a few specimens that will cost 
him more than if he had bought equally good ones of a dealer. 

For many years I have been collecting these implements in 
Massachusetts and earlier in Georgia. Nearly every town nearby 
in Worcester and Middlesex counties has been found to yield by 
its streams and lakes a greater or less harvest of these. It would 
take too long to enumerate the hundreds of different spots showing 
former Indian occupation. Sometimes scarcely a foot of the shores 
of some ponds at low water but shows such evidence. Grooved and 
ungrooved axes, gouges, pestles, hammerstones, chisels, gorgets, 
pendants, net sinkers, bannerstones, paint cups, pipes, moulds for 
pottery, fragments of clay and soapstone pottery, hoes, abrading 
stones, firestones, arrowheads, perforators, scrapers, knives, 
spearheads, etc., are all to be found, but the larger implements 
infrequently. 
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It was my good fortune a few years ago to have brought to my 
attention by Mr. Gahan, one of the speakers here tonight, a site 
in Wayland that had not been thoroughly searched before. My 
paper tonight will deal largely with what other collectors and I have 
found here as a result of digging and surface examination. 

The location is on a high level bluff near Heard's Pond in Way
land. This pond is probably part of what was originally the course 
of the Sudbury River, and this site was then on the banks of this 
river. The land occupied extended fully half a mile along the 
shores of this pond and at least as far back from it. For the most 
part the land is nearly level and is made up of light gravelly glacial 
soil well suited for the cultivation of maize, beans and pumpkins. 
Here doubtless every year the Indians came in larger or smaller 
numbers and remained at least till after their harvesting. To our 
eyes five hundred or more years ago here there might have been 
presented a strange and stirring sight. In the narrow strip of 
trees along the bluff edge might have been seen the many wigwams 
with their gleaming campfires, the women grinding their corn for 
the evening meal in their stone mortars or scraping and curing the 
hides for new clothing or moccasins, the children shouting at their 
play or practicing at shooting their blunt arrows, the multitude 
of dogs, the only domestic animal of the Indians, barking, the old 
arrow maker chipping his arrowheads from his store of stone blanks 
to increase his supply or to provide a surplus for trade with Indians 
less provident or less skillful, other men pecking into shape and 
sharpening with sandstone gouges, celts, and axes, laboriously 
perforating with drill or hollow reed with sand, water or grease, 
bannerstones, or gorgets, or perhaps making a new birch bark 
canoe, or hollowing out a dugout by alternate use of fire and stone 
gouge. Some may have been making pots of clay and firing these 
or finishing others of soapstone. The Indian men may have been 
coming into camp laden with meat and skins from the successful 
hunt or loaded with spoils from a victorious foray against some 
enemy. The picture would have been much the same as Parkman 
saw in 1846 when he lived with the Sioux Indians, which he has 
depicted so vividly in his Oregon Trail. 

Here we made our excavations with the kind permission of the 
owner, a French war veteran, Paul Germanprez. About half an 
acre of ground was dug over to the depth of a foot or more. In this 
area many evidences of former Indian life were found. 
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The firestones of the old Indian fireplaces were often found close 
together as they were originally placed, reddened with fire. The 
number of these seemed to indicate a large settlement, and the 
depth of the stones an old one, probably pre-Algonquin. 

Over a dozen corn pits were found. These were usually about 
three feet in depth and nearly circular in shape, rounding at the 
bottom and about two feet wide. When the corn was harvested 
it was stored in these pits until ready for use. After the corn was 
removed, rubbish and ashes were thrown into the pits, which prob
ably accounts for the dark color of the soil in their bottoms. The 
number of these seems to prove that the corn fields back of the 
wigwam sites must have been extensive. We probably opened 
up only a small part of all of the pits. o implements were found 
by me in any that I excavated. 

Many hammerstones were found. These were mostly oval with 
the edges rounded and battered evenly over the whole circum
ference. A few were oblong and cylindrical, evidently used as 
pestles, and some also were of a hard flintlike stone roughly chipped 
all over. Only one was found with the center of both sides pitted, 
as some think for better holding with the fingers. 

There were also several caches of leaf-shaped blanks which had 
been hidden away to be used later for making knives and arrow
heads. The largest one contained twenty-eight pieces. The 
materials in the caches were felsite, rhyolite, quartzite, white 
quartz, and jaspellite. On some of these considerable work had 
already been done toward shaping them. Others were apparently 
just as they had been broken off at the quarry. 

There were also many cores of quartz and felsite. It was from 
these that fragments were broken off with the hammerstones to 
make arrowheads. The remaining cores had probably become too 
small with successive chippings to be used for further blanks. 

Fragments of clay pottery were quite common. These were 
nicely made, smooth inside and out and of a brownish color. The 
outsides were sometimes decorated with cross marks and designs 
and sometimes were plain. Many of the fragments must have 
been of large vessels. There were more pieces of clay pottery 
than of soapstone. In fact but two or three pieces of soapstone 
pottery were found. This probably means that there were no 
nearby outcroppings of soapstone from which to secure their 
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material. Around Worcester, owing to the near supply of soapstone 
in Millbury and Sutton, soapstone pottery fragments are much 
more common. 

We dug up several so-called paint sticks of graphite. Most of 
these by their markings seemed to have been used for smoothing 
sinews, perhaps for bowstrings. They were probably also used for 
paint. One piece was long, slender and pointed, and could have 
been used as we use the lead pencil. Whether this came from the 
old Indian graphite mine in Sturbridge or from some nearer source 
of supply, I do not know. These are the only pieces of Indian 
graphite I have ever found. 

The Indians used to set nets for their fishing, and anchored these 
in place with stone net sinkers. Some of these latter were very 
crude, being pebbles notched on two sides for attachment. Others 
had a groove all the way around, sometimes the long way of oblong 
pebbles and sometimes the short way. Sometimes the sinker 
was a flat pebble with a pecked hole in the center. More often 
they seem to have been very carefully pecked stones with nicely 
made knobs for attachment. This last type was the most common 
at Wayland, as several were found both on the surface and by dig
ging. Several were in odd shapes, one looking something like a 
duck, the head being the knob. Some think because these knobbed 
sinkers were so nicely finished that they may have had some 
ceremonial purpose and have been suspended from the neck. These 
sinkers or pendants are found nearly all over the country wherever 
the Indians lived, and are quite common in Massachusetts. They 
are of all sizes, some even weighing several pounds. They were 
no longer used at the coming of the white men. 

Such large implements as pestles, grooved axes, celts and gouges 
are no longer often found, as these, the easiest to see, have long 
ago been picked up by collectors. Only rarely does one find a 
grooved axe or pestle. Celts and gouges are more common, and of 
these gouges are the most likely to be found. In Wayland we secured 
no celts and only one grooved axe, a nicely polished small one. 
This indicates, I am told, a very old site, probably pre-Algonquin. 
Gouges, however, were not uncommon. About twenty-five must 
have been obtained, these ranging from about two and one half 
inches to six inches in length. On nearly all the cutting edge was 
sharp and apparently when laid away had been recently ground. 
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So perfect indeed are these edges that one can hardly believe that 
they have lain in the ground hundreds of years. They seem to be 
made of a hard fl.int-like hornstone, or basanite or greenstone, and 
have been laboriously pecked into shape all over before grinding. 
Many of them by their battered ends or edges show they have been 
hammered when used in removing charred wood in the making of 
dugouts and wooden utensils. Most of them were attached to a 
handle which had long ago rotted away. Of all stone implements, 
these are the most peculiar to our New England Indians, as they 
are rarely found in other parts of the country. 

The Indians had many ceremonial artifacts such as gorgets, 
banner- , boat- and birdstones whose uses have long since been 
forgotten. These are for the most part very carefully made, 
beautifully polished and shaped, and usually perforated either 
by the use of a stone drill or, in the case of the bannerstones which 
have larger holes, by the use of a hollow reed or stalk. This latter 
in making the hole removed a core. The process must have been 
a very slow and laborious one. The stone used was often very hard, 
the hole at least a half inch in diameter and sometimes over two 
inches long. Wood or stone turning in grease and sand would make 
slow progress in these. 

Only fragments of bannerstones were found representing several 
different types, the so-called butterfly kind with its perforated 
center, the nicely polished rectangular style with also a central 
perforation, and another sort fl.at on one side and rounding on the 
other with a long central perforation . These perforations were 
probably for the insertion of staffs on which they were borne in 
processions as maces. Whole specimens of the bannerstones are 
rarely found, as they usually have been broken by action of frost. 

Only one whole gorget was found and this not perforated as 
they usually are. It was large, rectangular and nicely finished. 
Probably the holes had not yet been made when it was laid away. 
These gorgets were so highly esteemed that when the Indians died 
they were placed on their breasts in burial, and so have been called 
breastplates. 

Several earrings, so-called, were found. Of these I have two, 
one oblong with notched edges, thin, with a hole near the tapering 
end, the other nearly round, thin, the edges smooth, a hole in the 
center. These may have been worn from the ears or the neck or 
have been a part of a necklace. 
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There are several kinds of small chipped implements made by 
the Indians, scrapers for removing flesh, etc., from hides preparatory 
to curing, perforators for making holes in wood or stone, knives for 
cutting, spearheads for attachment to long staffs for throwing or 
striking, and arrowheads for attachment to the arrowshafts for 
shooting game or enemies with the bow. All these were found in 
greater or less numbers at Wayland, the spearheads, perforators, 
and scrapers least common and the arrowheads most common. 
They were all of the same materials, quartz, quartzite, felsite, 
jaspellite, flint, jasper, slate and trap. The most common were of 
white quartz, yellowish quartzite, and felsite. Jasper and flint 
were not common. 

The longest spearhead, of quartzite, was six inches in length. 
Several others between three and six inches long were found. 
The scrapers had a broad cutting edge at the end. A few had 
notched bases for handle attachment, but most were without 
this, though they also were probably attached to handles for more 
convenient use. 

The perforators varied from half an inch in length to about 
three inches. These had long slender shafts chipped so as to be 
three or four sided to cut better in boring. The bases were usually 
flat and wide so that they would not turn in their handles, for they 
were used somewhat as our gimlets are and with similar handles. 
These perforators were also used as arrowheads. The most of those 
found, judging from their sharp points, had never been used, at 
least as perforators. 

The knives may be distinguished from the arrowheads in several 
different ways. Usually they are not symmetrical, the cutting 
edge being longer. Often they are very crude and have only one 
side chipped to a cutting edge. Sometimes they are hardly more 
than fragments or large chips with such an edge. More rarely 
they are semilunar and are then large, nicely polished, with a 
ground edge on the circular side. These may be several inches 
long and were attached and used much as the chopping knives of 
our grandmothers. Fragments of several large ones of slate were 
found and one small perfect one. The latter, Mr. Willoughby 
of the Peabody Museum at Cambridge calls the smallest he has 
ever seen. These seinilunar knives were used by the women and 
hence were called squaw knives. The other kinds of knives, par-
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ticularly those well finished, were attached to the ends of handles 
much the same as the blades of paring knives. 

The stone arrowheads, of which more than four hundred were 
found, showed fine workmanship, great variety of form, practically 
every kind of material used by New England Indians, and all sizes 
and lengths from half an inch to spearhead length or about three 
inches. The very uniform skill in workmanship seems to indicate 
that some few Indians must have made almost all of these. There 
was a predominance of white quartz used. The arrowheads of this 
material were either narrow and slender and sharp pointed or 
triangular with the bases plain, concave or convex. There were 
many also of the other materials previously enumerated, particularly 
of quartzite and rhyolite. The largest were of jaspellite, quartzite, 
rhyolite and flint. Many of these arrowheads appear never to 
have been used, so sharp and perfect are they. Whether they were 
lost in the making or were cached for future use or both, we may 
not know. Practically every one of the many shapes and kinds 
of arrowheads was found. Besides the slender and triangular 
already mentioned, there were leaf shaped, stemmed, barbed, 
serrate, diamond shaped, awl shaped, with bases notched, with 
bases triple notched, unsymmetrical. The color range was from 
green through white, brown, yellow, reddish, pink, banded, spotted, 
black and gray. 

These arrowheads were all made to attach to the end of the 
slender arrowshaft which was notched or split or hollowed out for 
such insertion. They were fastened in with rawhide and glue. 

Many broken arrowheads were obtained, but only two parts 
were found that fitted together. 

Chips which are broken off in the making of arrowheads, etc., 
seem to be relatively scarce, which would indicate that most of the 
Indian artifacts must have been made elsewhere and brought here 
from other camping grounds. 

Many crude stone hoes for planting were found, but only one of 
these had polished edges. This last one also had one end shaped 
like an animal's head. 

Other implements were found that cannot be grouped under 
the foregoing classes. Some of these were crude, and one cannot 
determine whether they were rejects in making or had definite uses. 

'So far we have found no graves, though the light sandy soil 
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seems favorable for an Indian cemetery. It is possible that these 
Indians did not bury their dead, as Moorehead thinks may have 
been the case of those along the Merrimac River. As the Indian in 
burying the dead, placed in the grave also favorite weapons 
and other valued belongings for the spirit to have as it journeyed 
to the Happy Hunting Grounds, graves are earnestly sought for 
the fine artifacts that were long ago placed in them. 

This search for the remains of the Indian culture of long ago 
has all the fascination and lure of discovery, for we never know 
what may turn up. What an illuminating light would be thrown 
on the history of this ancient village, could the artifacts talk and 
tell what they have seen of the life and adventures of their former 
owners! "Would some power the giftie gie us" to see in them the 
story they cannot tell us! 



TOOLS, TRADES AND AN HONEST LIVING IN 
EARLY NEW ENGLAND 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by U. Waldo Cutler, October 19, 1934 

You may recall a cartoon in the Boston Herald of some time ago, 
called "A Comparison." A husky individual in shirt-sleeves, 
with features like Abraham Lincoln's, is climbing up a rocky slope 
with axe on his shoulder and "Pilgrim's Progress" in his hand. 
His way leads through a hazy atmosphere labeled "Rugged In
dividualism." Below, on what is marked by a sign-post "Govern
ment Highway," is a younger man in trim, buttoned-up overcoat 
who is trying to thumb his way along toward an easier existence, 
with his suitcase marked "Problems of our Generation." Over
looking, for present purposes, what may have been the political 
significance of this cartoon, is it to be interpreted as honest, old
fashioned independence versus hanging on to an easy job by means 
of Government patronage? At any rate it suggests what I would 
like to discuss with you tonight. Perhaps my topic is "Signs 
and Symbols of a Wholesome Existence Then and Now." Perhaps 
it is "A Historical Museum as Interpreter of an Honest and Whole
some Social Order." Perhaps, after all, to the listener's point of 
view it will turn out to be something quite different from what I 
intend, but please know at the outset that tools and the industries 
they stand for have furnished me interesting topics for study of 
late, particularly in their connection with the character they reveal 
or develop in the user of those tools and in the community of 
workers. "Tools, Trades and an Honest Living in Early New 
England" is the title I have authorized for the call of this meeting 
of a Society that, sixty years ago was dreamed of as doing much to 
unify and glorify the common life of this venerable city of Worcester. 

Dr. Richard Cabot, in his, book "What Men Live By," names 
Work, Play, Love and Worship as the elements making up life. 
For all of these fundamental interests some means toward the 
desired end are required; for the first three at least, tools of some 
sort are necessary. Roughly speaking tools are means for attaining 
some desired end-unfortunately not necessarily some desirable 
end. Burglars, assassins and kidnapers use tools. As we usually 
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think of them, tools are the means for the practice of some occupa
tion as a livelihood. In studying the tools of an age or of a particu
lar industry we are studying the conditions of existence in home or 
community. In a historical museum made up largely of tools or 
implements of some sort , we need not think of ourselves as sur
rounded by just a collection of mere curious, quaint, detached, 
individual objects brought together to amuse the otherwise idle 
visitor. We are there in the midst of sources of history; we have 
about us the means for the study of economics, sociology, ethnology 
- perhaps of art and religion. A carpenter is known by his chips, 
we say. Better, he is known by the tools he invents or finds for the 
making of those chips, and by the idea or the ideal in the mind of 
the worker himself. One of the homely stories of my childhood may 
apply here. A fond father sat before the fire with the suitor for 
the hand of his daughter. The young man was whittling, and the 
father asked, "What are you making? " "Oh, nothing in particular 
- just whittling." "Then you can't have my daughter," said the 
parent. " Just wh,ittling arrives nowhere . If you whittle, it ought 
to be with some worth-while purpose." A thrifty, honest New 
England worker made his tools, many of them at least, made them 
well, and he had a definite purpose in making them. If he intro
duced an element of beauty in his design, as he often did, that only 
heightened the joy in utility- joy in his work. "Art is the expres
sion of joy in work." 

The worker made his own tools, often times, but the tools made 
him-not only his living but more than that-his character as de
veloped through using the tools he designed and made. They 
made the man himself in a way and to an extent that may be easily 
missed by a modern workman who carries out a single part of a 
complex process on a machine he did not himself produce. "Every
one is a debtor to his profession, " is a familiar saying which used 
to be true, but is doubtfully so now-a-days. "Man is handmade," 
was an expression of Dr. Stanley Hall, meaning that the human 
race worked its way up from brute instinct to human intelligence 
through learning by doing with its hands. This has certainly 
been true in the higher stages of development during the tool age 
of the race. 

In collecting and organizing a historical museum of tools and 
trades we are, then, providing means for the study of an important 
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department of history-the study of the most significant way 
which an advancing civilization has found for expressing itself-that 
is through livelihood. To ~onserve such a resource is to create 
real value for the future. In this work of conservation I think we 
shall be much aided by the newly organized "Early American 
Industries Association," formed last year in Northampton for 
promoting interest in tools and their uses. The best way to classify 
a collection of tools has recently been a topic for discussion in the 
"Chronicle," the publication of this young society, and it has been 
a theme for some personal correspondence in our own office. At 
last report one long established and well recognized museum had 
25,000 different tools listed in its collection as material for the 
exercise of classifier's skill and historian's study. Each museum 
will find its own best method of arrangement and of classification 
of such material, but in any collection some degree of organization, 
some plan of grouping would seem necessary for fullest enjoyment 
and for fullest educational value-a plan whether by chronological 
development, by occupational purpose, by material entering into 
the construction, by origin, or by some other scheme of arrangement. 

But you say we are living in a machine age, not an age of tools as 
such. Why talk about collections of tools that are only those simple, 
primitive devices that belong to an age long past? The Indians 
had tools-those crude, one-piece shapes chipped out of stone; but 
we live in a different age, a time when a representative man is a 
master of a many-pieced engine-he is a person whose arm is 
lengthened to the range of a powerful field-piece, not limited to 
that of the flight of an arrow, and whose blow is strengthened to 
the force of a dynamite explosion, not limited to the power of a 
chipped-out stone hammer. Results are what we want-big 
things to play with, big things to trade in, things to make life easy, 
exciting, luxurious. As a result of this often perverted ambition 
for big things, the machines that produce such articles of destruction 
or of wastefulness are in danger of becoming the idols of an ease
loving, pleasure-seeking age. And yet tools continue to be the 
primary means for producing those powerfully complex implements 
that now-a-days perhaps cut the hay crop, grind the corn, weave 
the cloth, in place of the scythe and the mill-stone and the family 
hand-loom-old-fashioned things that many now are inclined to 
throw aside as fast as they can be replaced by those devices that 
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bring quicker results, but this with lessened opportunity for the 
exercise of personal thought and taste and for individual control 
of hand and eye and brain. To study a museum like ours, to know 
all the successive stages of industrial development leading up to 
present conditions, to catch even at second hand something of the 
thrill of original discovery and invention, to live over again the 
experience of a hard-working, industrious, home-loving, painstak
ing, earnest, faithful age, is not alone entertaining in a time of 
leisure acquired or enforced-it is highly educative as well, just 
because all the Past lives in all the Present and moves with the 
Present into the Future; it is all the more educative because the 
lessons from the Past cannot be ignored, however much we wish to 
escape from the Past's moral earnestness and its exacting thrift. 
Signs and symbols and records and examples out of this still vital 
Past are alive with suggestions for an awakened mind and responsive 
emotions. 

To collect the tools of past generations and to classify them and 
to understand their purpose is certainly at least an interesting hob
by. To learn and to record the facts of history is, of course, profit
able in itself. But there is an even keener pleasure, I think, to be 
found in the search after the underlying thought or aspiration or 
motive in designing the tool, in finding an artistic or social ideal 
that entered into the conditions surrounding a historical event, or 
that led up to an individual discovery or recovery or that revealed 
some evidence of painstaking thought or some originality of 
expression on tool or implement or machine. Why was the handle 
of an old-time broad axe always made with that bend in it? Why 
was the crowing rooster a favorite design for a weather vane rather 
than a ship or a whale or a cow? Why was time wasted on dental 
work along the eaves of a farmhouse or on the mantelpiece of the 
Colonial mansion? Why did our foremothers waste time in making 
so· many useless wreaths or bouquets or jewelry out of the hair of 
their friends, or patchwork bed-quilts in log-cabin or some other 
intricate pattern? Why was the human race in earlier or later 
generations born with an instinct for the refinements of life when 
food and clothes are really all we need? 

But the tool users of earlier generations had some idea, as we 
think we do, that beauty needs no apology for being-that art in 
some form and degree is a part of honest, earnest self-expression. 
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In spite of all the slurring remarks of our time, the forefathers were 
not so grimly, col,dly utilitarian as some try to believe. Sentiment 
is only human, and need not be and has not been in the past avoided 
for fear of sentimentality. 

Before inviting discussion of these rambling thoughts and of what 
you perhaps think fantastic conceptions of the value of "old junk," 
I would like to make reference to two or three instances where past 
and present are being recognized as having interests and purposes 
in common. 

In the historic old Harlow house in Plymouth there may be seen a 
practical demonstration of a few of the old-time industries by means 
of the very tools made and used by the people who were the founders 
of our traditions. A modern Priscilla in appropriate costume is 
prepared to card and spin and weave through all the complex 
details from the sheaf of raw flax or uncarded wool to the finished 
cloth. On special days, according to an announced programme, 
other industries are illustrated in appropriate manner-candle 
making, soap making, dyeing, and others-always in the historic 
spirit of thrift, orderliness and grace. · Only a few of the domestic 
or household arts are included in this particular effort at re-living 
an honorable and worthy existence, but the idea can be widely 
extended and made educationally profitable, with the physical and 
psychological equipment available. 

At Philadelphia, in the great Commercial Museum a similar 
result is attained over a wider range, especially for the more modern 
industries and by means of life-sized models elaborately and 
ingeniously devised and set up. There are numerous other historic 
houses and historical museums in New England and beyond, that 
to some extent and in diverse ways demonstrate to us of the Present 
the spirit and purpose under which our ancestors did their pioneer 
work; but a mere collection of curious things out of the Past can 
not serve the real end I have in mind. There must be studied organi
zation of these mere things, and there must be some sort of individ
ual, human, interpretation by a sympathetic and historically 
minded personality in order to give life to those dead oddities. 

It is not alone the livelihood of a single individual or of a single 
family that I have in mind as I study occupational development as 
one common experience for all honest strugglers whether in the 
Past, the Present or the Future. There is a social aspect to the 
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matter that must not be overlooked. I have in mind a shapeless 
fragment of bronze-a mere lump too small to be worth recasting 
into something useful , something practical. I place this in the 
favoring soil of a museum in order to let it sprout, if it will. Per
haps it may be bearing fruit of a sort some how, some day. It is a 
piece of an old bell that a hundred years ago was ringing out over its 
little town from the roof of one of those old New England academies 
upon the" Acropolis" just above. It was picked up from among the 
ruins of the dignified building that was burned to the ground in one 
of those years of another period of depression that followed the 
Civil War. 

A bell swinging in its belfry- is it a community tool or a com
munity machine, like a community fire engine or water supply? At 
any rate, if not a tool, it is a product of tools, and it was made for 
the specific purpose of accomplishing some desired public or social 
result. It is a symbol of an ordered community life, and as such it 
deserves representation, even if only by that fragment of bronze, 
in a museum maintained to help us to relive the community's 
life-story. That school bell, like all those bells early placed on 
New England churches, has steadied and regulated the life of the 
town down the generations. It has had its definite part as an 
educator of the people toward an orderly, intelligent, and therefore 
a thrifty and effective and happy existence together. I must not 
stop more than to suggest in this general way all that bells have 
stood for in a social order that ever since history began has been 
struggling, often against great odds, toward the expression or 
the realization of all that is best in life-sympathy, thrift, reverence, 
loyalty. From its exalted position above the roof of church or 
school the historic bell still to some extent sets the pace, even if to 
a lessened degree, for the onward march of a community's life and 
of the social order generally. At this moment I vividly recall that 
in my boyhood the custom had not fully gone out of tolling the 
bell to publish throughout a whole circle of towns the news of the 
passing out of life of the town's people. How we paused in awe 
at our work to count the strokes, one for a man, two for a woman, 
and then in slow succession the solemn toll of years of the departed 
citizen and neighbor. Then there was the proclaiming abroad, the 
publication, of some great public calamity or national joy. Some of 
us may recall the awful sadness in the tones when the President 
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came to his tragic end in April of 1865. The very vibrations of the 
metal were eloquent, though inarticulate. The town bell almost 
talked in those wireless times while still the invention of S. F. B. 
Morse had not become a commonplace. Socialization was not so 
lacking as we have thought, alongside the now unpopular rugged 
individualism of an older New England. That individualism 
often suggests its ultimate socializing purpose in the inscription 
cast into the tool itself, 

"I to the church the living call, 
And to the grave do summon all. " 

Many other historic bell inscriptions will suggest themselves to 
those at all familiar with the extensive literature of bells and 
belfries. 

On the New England church spire, above the bell, was the 
weather vane, and beneath it the town clock- two other signs of 
well-regulated town life in days when time and weather were not 
subjects for daily report by radio . Like bells, weather vanes have 
a peculiarly significant place in the studies and the collections of a 
historical society. A well made timepiece, such as were Abel 
Stowell's doubtless, does far more than merely to measure off the 
hours. It regulates the pulse, steadies the nerves, organizes the 
life course of its owner and of the whole social order. Whether 
we call it a tool or a machine, a sign or a symbol, a weather vane 
also is far more than a glistening ornament or a friendly guidepost 
to an early traveler from village to village through the forests and 
over the hills of our ancestors. In those days when a weather vane 
on the church steeple was an essential feature of every smallest 
town, agriculture was the leading industry, perhaps the only one. 
To be able to forecast the weather was a prime requisite for success
ful farming, and the significance of the way of the wind was an 
important part of weather wisdom. The Almanac, earliest form of 
American printing, tried to be helpful in these ways, but the 
Almanac had its limitations, particularly in weather forecasting. 
One glance at the weather vane was worth more than all the 
prognostications put together of the columns of Robert B. Thomas 
or his predecessors in that complex science of almanac computation. 
The New England churches have often been criticized as being 
unmindful of the material interests of the struggling community, 
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but they should have due credit for this practical and early effort 
to aid in everyday concerns of the town by means of the weather 
vane, the clock and the bell at the central rallying place of all the 
inhabitants. All three of these community tools, machines, appli
ances, combined to help industry, to protect life and property, to 
regulate and organize all common interests, to welcome, to warn 
to encourage, to guide and educate amid all life's vicissitudes. 

Old tools, then, whether individual or socialized, are not such 
dead things out of a dead past. They are alive with present
day human interest, even if the hands that used them passed out 
of life long ago. Tools are signs and symbols of life's chief blessing, 
its chief resource, its chief means toward its chief end-character 
as best interpreted in livelihood. And tools are not necessarily 
connected with individual existence alone. They are folksy, social, 
if we show ourselves interested enough to draw out the story they 
can tell. Some of them are tools of a whole community at its best, 
and suggest their character in their very faces. Such is the town 
clock. Others, like the town bell, have been sounding out the story 
of a whole town's experiences for generations. 

So let no one call a historical museum of tools and trades a dead 
issue. It lives for and with all whose senses are acute enough to 
catch the important and interesting message to us the heirs of all 
past generations of workers in all the varied lines of life and live
lihood. 



WORCESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Annual Report of the Treasurer, June 7, 1934 

To the Members of the Worcester Historical Society-

The Treasurer respectfully submits his report as of May 31, 1934. 
The Society has operated this last year with a deficit of $33. 70. 

All bills are paid. It is obvious, of course, that expenses have been 
reduced to a minimum, but service to the community has been 
maintained. 

Total income for the year ending May 31, 1934 amounted to 
$2,966.40, comparing with $2,969.90 for the preceding year. 
Income from Membership dues amounted to $910.00 against 
$909.00. 

Total expenses amounted to $3,000.10, against $2,856.56 the 
year before. This increase is accounted for by the fact that an 
expense of $258.50 was incurred in order to issue Publication No. 6. 
Up to within a few years the Society carried on its books a" Publica
tion Fund," which took care of the printing of Publications. This 
fund has since been exhausted, so that it is now necessary to expend 
this money from our annual income. 

Interest or dividends are being paid on all securities owned by 
the Society, except, 

$500.00 income bond Worcester Transportation 
Associates carried on our books at $100.00. 

5 shares Worcester Transportation Associates 
carried at $0.00. 

We received $500.00 from the Frances C. Morse Estate during 
this period, which has been credited to the General Fund. 

There has been no change in our security holdings during the 
year, except that $1,000.00 U. S. Govt. 4¼% Bond of 1938 was 
called for payment, and the same amount reinvested in $1,000.00 
U. S. Govt. 3¼% Bond of 1946. 

Attached is an itemized report, with list of securities owned, and 
of the different "Funds," which you are invited to read, if you 
so desire. 

Because of the death of Mr. Samuel D. Spurr, who was Auditor 
of the Society, the Treasurer requested Mr. Cutler to examine the 
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securities held by him. This has been done and Mr. Cutler has 
certified that he has examined all the securities of the Society and 
found them as stated and properly accounted for. 

The books of the Treasurer are now in process of being examined 
by an Accountant, and his certification is expected very soon. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dwight S. Pierce, 
Treasurer 

WORCESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
TREASURER'S REPORT 

For the Fiscal Year Ending May 31, 1934 

PRINCIPAL ACCOUNT 

Principal (May 31, 1933) . 
Newton Estate . . . . . 
Frances C. Morse (legacy) 

INCOME ACCOUNT 

Interest on Permanent Funds 
Membership Dues . . . . . 
Incidental Income, including gifts 

Salaries . 
Printing 
Oil ... 
Gas and Electricity 
Cleaning ..... 
Postage and Supplies 
Telephone . . .. . 
Insurance .. . . . 
Miscellaneous Expense 
Expended from Chapin Fund 

DISBURSEMENTS 

$1,947.40 
910.00 

$64,313.97 
1.70 

500.00 

$64,815.67 

109.00 2,966.40 

$1,240.00 
522.10 
367.38 

34.31 
147.00 
53.58 
61.30 

349.87 
221.06 

$67,782.07 

3.50 3,000.10 

$64,781.97 



REPORT OF TREASURER 489 

Real Estate . . . . . . . . 
$5,000 U. S. Govt. 4¾s 1938 

1,000 U. S. Govt. 3¾s 1946 

AssETS 

2,000 Appalachian Power Co. 5s 1941 
3,000 Canadian National Rwys. 5s 1969 
1,000 City of Toronto 6s 1937 
2,000 City of Toronto 5s 1942 
2,000 City of Winnipeg 5s 1943 
1,000 Conn. River Power Co. 5s 1952 

250 Eastern Mass. St. Ry. 6s 1948 • 
5,000 Eastern Mass. St. Ry. 4½s 1948 . 
1,000 Narragansett Elec. Co. 5s 1957 . 
1,000 Nevada-California Elec. Corp. 5s 1956 
1,000 New England Power Ass'n. 5½s 1954 
3,000 Northern Pacific Ry. 6s 2047 .. .. 
2,000 Oklahoma Natural Gas Corp. 5s 1948 

500 Oxnard Drainage District No. 2 6s 1939 
1,000 Southern Calif. Edison Co. 5s 1939 . . . 

500 Worcester St. Rwy. 5s 1947 . . . . . . 
500 Worcester Transportation Associates 6s 1952 

25 shrs. American Tel. & Tel. Co. . . . . . . . . 
50 shrs. First Nat'l. Bank of Boston . . . . . . . 
5 shrs. Worcester Transportation Associates common 

Savings Bank Deposits . . 
Cash on hand, May 31, 1934 . . . . . . . . 

CONDITION OF THE FUND ACCOUNTS 

General Fund (Unrestricted) 
Restricted Funds: 

Eliza Daniels Dodge Fund 
Thomas H . Dodge Fund . 
Charlotte S. M. Downes Fund 
Frank E. Williamson Fund 
Hester N. Wetherell Fund 
Chapin Fund . . . . . . 
Obadiah B. Hadwen Fund 
George M. Rice Fund 
Benjamin S. Newton Fund 

Society's Home . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

$27,900.00 
4,983.88 
1,000.00 
1,830.00 
2,992.50 
1,040.00 
1,963,18 
1,950.00 

999.25 
250.00 

3,500.00 
957.50 
955.00 
960.00 

3,100.00 
1,920.00 

500.00 
1,000.00 

500.00 
100.00 

2,850.00 
1,875.00 

0.00 
1,049.94 

605.72 

$64,781.97 

$21,082.33 

$3,000.00 
300.00 

2,730.75 
1,000.00 
4,000.00 

500.00 
1,000.00 
3,218.95 

49.94 15,799.64 

$36,881.97 
27,900.00 

$64,781.97 
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Bequests and gifts of $100.00 and more to the Society's Invested Fund: 

Katherine Allen . . $2,000.00 
Albert Curtis . 2,000.00 
Eliza Daniels Dodge 3,000.00 
Thomas H. Dodge . 300.00 
Charlotte S. M. Downes 2,000.00 
Charles B. Eaton 100.00 
Lyman A. Ely . . . 5,000.00 
Obadiah B. Hadwen 1,000.00 
Nathaniel Paine . . 200.00 
Eliza Draper Robinson 200.00 
Stephen Salisbury . . 5,000.00 
Hester Newton Wetherell 4,000.00 
Frank E . Williamson . . 1,000.00 
George M. Rice 3,000.00 
Charlotte E . W. Buffington 500.00 
Harry W. Goddard . 500.00 
Corwin W. Thayer 250.00 
Chapin Fund 500.00 
Bliss Estate . . 300.00 
Fowler Estate . 5,617.11 
Frances C. Morse 500.00 

Worcester, Massachusetts, June 4, 1934 

I hereby certify that I have caused a thorough examination and 
audit to be made of the accounts of Dwight S. Pierce, Treasurer, 
and that I have examined all the securities and find them as stated 
and properly accounted for. 

U. Waldo Cutler, 

Executive Director 

Worcester, Massachusetts, June 4, 1934. 

I hereby certify that I have examined the books and accounts of 
the Treasurer of the Worcester Historical Society made up for the 
year ending May 31, 1934, and find same to be correct . 

Harry I. Spencer, 

Accountant 
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Annual Report of the Clerk 

Members June 1933 307 
New members admitted during the year 14 

321 
Deaths 15 

306 

No member of the society has been dropped during the year 
because of non-payment of dues although there are a very con
siderable number whose dues are unpaid for one or more years. 
The Executive Committee has fully recognized that this is largely 
due to the economic conditions existing. It is however, highly 
desirable that some action be taken by the society to enable those 
members who are in arrears and who wish to continue their mem
bership to do so . 

Those members whose deaths were reported during the year are: 

Charles A. Barton Waldo Lincoln 
Mrs. Edwin Brown 
Mrs. A. George Bullock 
George T. Dewey 
Mrs. George A. Gaskill 
Mrs. Emma D. Harris 
Frederick A. Hawes 
Mrs. Leonard P . Kinnicutt 

Henry A. McGowan 
Wm. H. Sanford 
Samuel D. Spurr 
Mrs. Robert L. Whipple 
Wm. Woodward 
Burton H. Wright 



WORCESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Annual Report of the Director, June 7, 1934 

An institution founded two generations back for the purpose of 
preserving and studying the records and reminders of the past
what can such a society have worth reporting to an Annual Meeting 
of a diminishing membership of people crowded already with pres
ent-day interests and responsibilities? And yet the Past is in
escapably building itself into the Present of Worcester, and your 
achievements here during the last twelve months are only studies 
of the most recent accretions on the great coral-reef of Worcester's 
history, but they are therefore of great importance just because 
of the critical Future. We as a Society are modern in our spirit 
and purpose. It is only the material with which we work that is old. 

The old-time hitching post given us by Henry Ford has been torn 
out of its setting as a part of the Out-of-Doors Museum, and car
ried off-stolen to maintain some wood-pile or to adorn some relic 
hunter's sanctum. That's certainly modern. 

One recent visitor thought, as some uninformed moderns do, that 
a historical museum must be a quiet, restful place-just the place 
in which to sleep off the effects of excessive drinking. That's mod
ern too . He soon became nervous, however, in such an unwonted 
environment, and went out without being invited to do so, unlike 
many of our guests, who come rather indifferent, and leave sur
prised and regretful long after regular closing hours. 

The number of registered visitors from June 1, 1933, to May 31, 
1934, was 1760. This includes school groups and adult groups, but 
not attendants at the regular meetings. 

Very many people, seeking repose of conscience under domestic 
responsibilities , relief from the care of family heirlooms on moving 
into smaller quarters, burdened by excessive house-cleaning, or 
lured away by the compelling modern opportunities for amusement, 
are practicing conservation by adding their family treasures to our 
collections. Here again we are in step with the times. This escape 
from homely toil marks an evident trend of modern sociology. 
Most of the year's gifts, however, have come to us out of a real 
desire to help on our work of building up this reservoir of source
material for the use of future students and historians. Many other 
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evidences might be cited that show that your membership dues 
serve to maintain a vital connection with the crowded, eager pres
ent-a connection with the system of institutions that make up 
socialized Worcester as we know it today. 

In the year from June 1, 1933, to May 31, 1934, the Society has 
received 120 accessions to the Museum and 132 to the Library, in
cluding manuscripts. 

A few examples from the long list of entries in the accession books 
must suffice for the purposes of this report as follows: 

Seven excellent family portraits from the homestead of 
Hon. W. W. Rice. 

Samuel Jennison's poem of 1855 inscribed to the Rooster 
Weather Vane of the Old South Church at the time it 
was taken down for re-gilding. 

The family foot-warmer of the Harvard Street Greens, 
once used in the Court Hill Church. 

The Model, made to scale, of the First Town Hall of 
Worcester. 

A number of Worcester books from the collections of the 
late William Woodward. 

A number of interesting relics taken from Jefferson Davis' 
desk in the Confederate Capital at Richmond just before 
his flight. 

The account books of Anthony Chase. 
Sitting Bull's Tepee Poles. 
The Vital Records of several more Massachusetts towns, 

as published by the Essex Institute. 
The family cradle from the home of Dr. Aaron Bancroft . 
A copy of the smallest book in the world. 

Such are only a few, to suggest the variety of items steadily 
coming in to build up our valuable collections. 

Within the limits of its present resources the Worcester Historical 
Society seems to be fulfilling its purpose. The membership grows 
somewhat ragged, to be sure-due to deferred payments and fewer 
supporters-(the natural results, perhaps, of the passing of many 
old and valued members and the ravages of the depression among 
the younger); but we welcome several new members to take a part 
of the vacant places. 
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It may be a source of satisfaction to you to know of some recog
nition given to our annual April publication, by letter and spoken 
word, as partial compensation for the study and care and cost in
volved. In consideration of all the effort and pains put into it by 
those who furnish the different articles, it is for the members to 
indicate whether they consider its continuance worth while. Do 
you read it? Do you value the incentive it gives for individual 
study and fresh research? Do you recognize its significance as a 
means of publicity among our widely scattered exchanges and 
among our own members who never learn of our work at first hand? 

One meeting has necessarily been omitted from our usual eight, 
but the other seven have been of high quality, and the growing 
attendance shows that we, in our own particular manner, can com
pete, not without some success, with other popular attractions in 
our own corner of the city. 

The marked advance in popular recognition of the place of Wor
cester's own history in the scheme of public education accounts to 
some extent for our many interested and interesting visitors during 
the year, but school children are by no means our only patrons 
nor is the better organized museum our only attraction. The now 
well organized library in its various departments will draw more 
and more students and more letters of inquiry as its resources are 
better understood. A recent visit from a non-resident grandson 
of the author of "Carl's Tour" and the many questions about local 
history and family genealogy from distant as well as near-by sources, 
would serve as examples in point, if you cared at this time for a more 
detailed report. Clark University students have been here in num
bers during the year; many organizations have come in a body; 
people from near and far have shown conclusively the recreative 
and the educational possibilities of our building through our keeping 
it open and free and safe as a great highway between the secure 
Past and the hazardous Future. 

Summing up our various ways as an institution of meeting the 
community's needs- open-house, meetings, correspondence, con
servation of sources of history, publications-we may take satis
faction in what is now in way of accomplishment, and may hope for 
larger means for carrying on further the task assumed for us by the 
founders of 1875 and by later builders upon their good substructure. 

This report, suggestive only, rather than detailed, of our year's 
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work, must not be closed without some word of recognition of the 
only slightly paid but effective service of Mr. Colegrove, librarian 
almost since the beginning of the period of reorganization; Dr. 
Lincoln who has erected for himself an enduring monument in the 
Manuscript Section of our library; Mr. Whitman for a part of the 
year as Assistant Director; Mr. Eames as artist and advisor at large; 
Miss Reid, office secretary; and Mrs. Lambert, whose industry and 
appreciation in keeping the building clean and orderly are often 
commented on- all these could add materially to the value of this 
report if you were not soon to be occupied with the special, unique 
feature of the evening's program to follow . 

This fragment of a report is respectfully submitted. 

U. Waldo Cutler, 

Director 
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