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THE PROCESSION OF THE CHURCHES OF WORCESTER 

Read before the Worcester Historical .Society 
by Frank Colegrove, March 8, 1929 

The great forces which have shaped the Worcester which we know 
are many, and any one of them would furnish a story of absorbing 
interest and a revelation of amazing power. Let us glance briefly at 
some of them. 

A notable natal day it was for Worcester on which Isaiah Thomas 
brought here his printing press, and shortly after put the autograph 
note on the margin of a copy of the first issue of the Massachusetts 
Spy, or American Oracle of Liberty. "This Newspaper is the first 
thing ever printed in Worcester.'' And from that time the press 
has been a mighty factor in the shaping of this community. 

Another great factor, whose significance is perhaps hardly realized 
in its fullness by us now, was the lecture platform, and the Lyceums, 
etc., which supported it. Here is the list of lecturers in the W orces
ter Lyceum Course for the season of 1850-1851, which is fairly repre
sentative of their courses in the forties and the early fifties: 

Park Benjamin, Esq., of New York 
Rev. T. Starr King, of Boston 
Mark Hopkins, D.D., President of Williamstown College 
Rev. Edward Beecher, D.D., of Boston 
Hon. Horace Greeley, of New York 
Rev. Barnes Sears, D.D., Secretary of the Board of Educa-

tion 
E . P. Whipple, Esq., of Boston 
Rev. George Bushnell, of Worcester 
Wendell Phillips, Esq., of Boston 

And the list of lecturers in the Worcester City Anti-slavery So-
ciety's course for 1854-5 follows : 

Charles Sumner, of Boston 
John Pierpont, of Medford 
Salmon P . Chase, of Cincinnati, Ohio 
John P. Hale, of New York 
Cassius M. Clay, of Kentucky 
Theodore Parker, of Boston 
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Henry Ward Beecher, of Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Samuel J. May, of Syracuse, N. Y. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, of Concord 
Lucy Stone, of West Brookfield 
N. P. Banks, of Waltham 
William W. Brown, recently from England 
David Wilmot, of Towanda, Pa. 

Comment on these lists would be superfluous. 
Closely connected with the Lyceums, etc., were the political and 

civic parties, societies and associations. Through these Worcester 
has had a distinguished part in all the political and social movements 
of her day, to the great development of her civic character. 

Not less potent a factor in the development of Worcester 's own 
character has been her philanthropic institutions, hospitals, asylums, 
homes, clubs, great and small, gradually mounting up to such mass 
participations as the Golden Rule Fund. Worcester began early to 
demonstrate the value of definite organizations for the pushing of 
charitable (social and moral ) and civic, as well as political causes, 
until now she can mobilize well toward the whole civic body behind 
a great moral or humane undertaking. 

Another force beyond our estimate or realization has been our 
schools, from that in the brick schoolhouse on the Common, and its 
more humble predecessors, to the immense aggregate of today: pri
mary, academic, collegiate, university and technical schools, which 
have made our city sought as a residence by parents with children to 
be educated. 

And finally, in this enumeration, there is the broad and basic struc
ture of industrial and commercial agencies. Inventive genius, me
chanical skill, and resolute industry-characteristic from the first
have reared on strong foundations the enormous fabric of the pres
ent in these lines, with its high and individual character, assuring 
to Worcester an eminent material prosperity, with resulting means 
and leisure for the cultivation of the higher interests. 

But there has been another force running through the whole life 
of the community; a force of supreme power, pervading, informing 
all, originating or leavening and molding the other formative forces. 
It is this which is the theme of my paper . 
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Some months ago I made a little compilation entitled, Dafca, of 
Worcester Churches-1719 to 1927; a skeleton of statistics, which is 
very provocative of attempts of the imagination to round it out into 
an imposing pageant of the ever swelling stream of the life of the 
churches and other religious organizations down through these two 
centuries of the history of our community. This pageant with all 
its implications is staggering to the mind; the aggregate of the forces, 
moral, spiritual, and intellectual involved bewilders the imagination. 

No sooner was the first permanent settlement of Worcester accom
plished than the settlers began to plan for the holding of regular 
religious services. Indeed, as Stevens says, '' Before foot was set 
upon the soil a provision was made 'that a good minister of God's 
word be placed there.' '' 

At first, meetings were held in private houses which were offered 
for the purpose, among them that of Gershom Rice; but in 1717 a 
little log meeting-house was built at the corner of Franklin and 
Green Streets. This might be called the nursery of the first church, 
though there was no stated organization until two years later. 

The fountain head, then, of the churches of Worcester was at the 
heart of the Heart of the Commonwealth, on the Common-the or
ganization of the First, or Old South Church being made, a house 
of worship erected on the Common, and a pastor settled, all in the 
year 1719. 

The nature of the statistics above referred to is such as is calcu
lated to assist us in following the growth and ramifications of the 
stream from this humble beginning; the slow gathering of other 
tiny rills from the same or other origins, some branching, some dis
appearing and some coalescing, but the whole gradually swelling; 
the contributing rivulets losing their relative individual importance 
as the sweep and volume of the aggregate impresses itself on the 
mind; down to the majestic and complex flood of the year of grace 
1927, with its thirty denominations or sects and its 117 churches or 
societies. And of course besides the existing organizations in this 
year there are the many which have come and gone, making a grand 
total of approximately fifty denominations or names, with two hun
dred individual organizations, besides many missions and other mis
cellaneous religious groups. 

And the mere roll call is not enough. These were living, growing, 
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changing bodies, with their relationships and interactions. We wish 
to know where they lived, whom they married or with whom they 
formed other alliances, who were their children, dates and circum
stances of death or absorption into other bodies, etc. So these statis
tics relate to dates of origin and all the vicissitudes of location and 
migrations: changes of name without loss of identity; sometimes 
changes of order or denomination; unions, separations, colonizations, 
etc. 

As the procession begins to move let us note the first appearance 
of some of the leading denominations. At the very head is the Old 
South, mother of Congregationalism in Worcester, located, as we 
have said, on the Common in 1719, the site which it was to occupy 
for 168 years. 

Now, while the line is still thin, we will wait until a good number 
have appeared, and examine them as a group. I have before me an 
interesting old picture entitled: '' A View at the North Entrance to 
the Village of Worcester.'' This shows the Salisbury Mansion on 
the hill, the Old Court House, the Unitarian Church, the spire of the 
old Central Church to the south, and a few other buildings. On the 
same card, below the picture, with other statistical information it 
is stated: '' There are in the limits of the Village 7 houses for public 
worship, 4 Congregational ( one of which is Unitarian), 1 Baptist, 
1 Catholic, and 1 Methodist. '' 

From internal evidence the date of this picture, with its accom
panying text ( originally published in Barber's Collection) must 
have been about 1841, and to the seven churches having at that time 
houses of worship should be added at least four congregations with
out buildings: The Friends, Second Adventists, Universalists, and 
the Second Baptists. 

There was a practical Congregational monopoly for nearly one 
hundred years, 1719 to 1812, when the Baptists appeared, but during 
nearly the whole of this Congregational domination there was the 
little congregation of Friends, the second religious body in W orces
ter, dating from 1732, only sixteen years later than the First, or Old 
South Church. Having little or no legal or social recognition, its 
early place among the churches of the city was long ignored, but 
from 1909 the directories give the date of its origin as 1732. 

In 1841, then, 122 years from the first organization, the list of 
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Worcester's churches was, so far as the data before me show, as 
follows: 

1. First, or Old South, Congregational, 1719, on the Com-
mon. 

2. Friends, 1732, 158 Main St. (No building) . 
3. Second Parish (First Unitarian) 1785, Court Hill. 
4. First Baptist, 1812, South St., east of Common. 
5. Central (Congregational) 1820, Main St. 
6. Trinity Methodist, 1834, Exchange and Union Sts. 
7. Union (Congregational) 1836, Front St. 
8. Roman Catholic, 1841, Temple St. 
9. Universalist, 1841, Brinley Hall (Building in 1843). 
10. Second Adventist, 1841 (No records kept until 1850). 
11. Second Baptist, 1841, Town Hall. 

Eight denominations; eleven churches. So much for the first 122 
years. 

For the remaining eighty-six years the procession is so rapid and 
dense that we must systematize our scrutiny of it somewhat in order 
not to become entangled in the maze and lose any clear recognition 
of its elements. 

Let us then take as a special object of attention the succession of 
the leading denominations, as each first appears: 

1719 Congregational (Trinitarian) . 
1732 Friends. 
1785 Unitarians. 
1812 Baptist. 
1834 Methodist. 
1841 Roman Catholic. 
1841 .Second Adventist. 
1843 Episcopal. 
1860 Christadelphian. 
1860 Church of Christ (Disciples) . 
1864 Spiritualist. 
1867 Methodist Episcopal, African. 
1877 Jewish. 
1880 Free Baptist. 
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1886 Presbyterian. 
1889 Armenian (Gregorian). 

If to these we add : 

1852 Free Church, Horticultural Hall. 
1874 New Jerusalem Church (Swedenborgian), Insur-

ance Hall. 
1879 Worcester Ass'n. of Spiritualists, G.A.R. Hall. 
1885 Worcester County Deaf Mute Ass'n., 492 Main St. 
1885 Seventh Day Advent Church, 118 Austin St. 
1886 Worcester Liberal Union, 554 Main St. 
1888 Union Holiness Ass 'n., 492 Main St., 

with the Hospital Chapel, 1848; Chapel at the County House, 1850; 
and a number of missions and branches, most of which eventually 
became churches, and are placed in the lists from the date of organi
zation as churches, we shall have brought the procession down as far 
as 1889, the date of publication of Mr. Stevens 's '' Worcester 
Churches. '' 

After this, the field having been pretty well covered territorially, 
not many new churches were started in the larger denominations, 
but attention was chiefly paid by them to the strengthening of those 
already established, and finally to consolidations, as of Union and 
Salem St. Congregational churches into the new Union; First and 
Main St. Baptist into the new First Baptist Church; Trinity and 
Grace Methodist ( and practically Laurel St.) into the Wesley 
Church, etc. 

But the increase in the number of scattering sects and of other 
working religious organizations became rapid, especially among our 
foreign-speaking people, and most particularly since the outbreak 
of the World War. 

From 1890 to the year of the War the following appeared: 

1891 Christian Crusaders. 
1894 Salvation Army. 
1894 Followers of Christ. 
1894 United Presbyterians. 
1895 Worcester New Church Association. 
1897 Volunteers of America. 
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1898 Tabernacle (Assembly). 
1898 Christian Science. 
1899 One Faith Christadelphians. 
1899 Christian Alliance. 
1900 Plymouth Brethren. 
1908 All Saints Lithuanian National Catholic Church. 
With many missions. 
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To test your knowledge of the names and modes under which our 
fellow men are worshiping, not in :far-off corners of the world but 
in our own city, I will enumerate the religious bodies which have 
appeared in Worcester since the beginning of the World War : 

Metaphysical Center. 
Church of the Coming King. 
First Pentecostal Church of the Nazarene. 
First Nazarene Church. 
Worcester Truth Center. 
Worcester New Thought Center. 
Spiritual Unity Church. 
Hellenic Orthodox Church (Saint Spyridon). 
Pentecostal Latter Rain Church. 
Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church. 
St. Mary's Albanian Orthodox Church ( Greek Catholic) . 
Assyrian Apostolic Church of Antioch. 
Assyrian Apostolic Church-including the Assyrian 

Church, Ladies' Loving Association and the Harpoot 
United Assyrian Association. 

St. Mary's Assyrian Apostolic Church-including as in 
next above. 

Our Lady of Mercy Church (Syrian Catholic ) . 
Russian Orthodox Church. 
Commonwealth Rescue League ( The Christian Army). 
Svenska Pingst:forsamlihgen. 
Plymouth Brethren (Open). 
Free Methodist Church. 
And a few missions. 

As the pageant sweeps on in orderly chronological succession, and 
for the most part in denominational groupings, it will be easy to note 
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the varying tides of denominational as well as of aggregate growth. 
Let us note a few of the leading denominations individually as 

they come along. Of course the Trinitarian Congregationalists lead 
the march, but for all their clear getaway it is a century before their 
second church is established, 1719 to 1820, the date of Central 
Church, and in the first 160 years the number had increased to only 
nine, in 1719, 1820, 1836, 1848, 1865, 1869, 1872, 1874, and 1878. 

Then in the single decade of the eighties twelve more were added, 
in 188~ 1881, 188~ 1885, 1885, 1886, 1886, 188~ 1889, 1889, 188~ 
and 1889. Six more in the nineties: 1891, 1892, 1892, 1893, 1894, 
and 1898; and only three for the nineteen hundreds: 1900, 1908, and 
1916. 

Please bear in mind that in these lists missions and branches are 
not taken into account until they have become churches, and then 
they appear under the date of the church organization. 

The Baptist contingent, started in 1812, had in the next sixty 
y,ears increased to four: 1812, 1841, 1853, and 1871. Then, in that 
most expansive decade of the eighties, seven more branches sprang 
up: 1880, 1881, 1881, 1885, 1886, 1889, and 1889; in the nineties five 
more: 1890, 1891, 1893, 1896, and 1897; and since then three: 1900, 
1913, and 1923. 

In that remarkable decade of the eighties the total increase in the 
number of Worcester churches was thirty-six, besides many mis
sions, etc. 

The Methodists, beginning in 1834, increased by five in the sixties, 
and by ten in the eighty-three years before and after that decade: 
1834, 1845, 1846, and 1850; 1860, 1861, 1867, 1867, and 1869; 1879, 
1885, 1891, 1891, 1913, and 1923. 

The Episcopal churches in the eighty-four years from 1843 grew 
to six : 1843, 1871, 1884, 1887, 1893, and 1908. 

The Roman Catholic churches, starting in 1841, increased to five 
in the first thirty-three years : 1841, 1855, 1869, 1869, and 1874; then 
in the eighties gained four more: 1880, 1884, 1887, and 1887; and in 
another thirty-seven years advanced twelve more, at a rather uni
form rate: 1893, 1894, 1895, 1904, 1904, 1906, 1911, 1912, 1916, 
1916, 1922, and 1923. 

The Jewish churches in the fifty years from 1877 have grown to 
eleven, mostly since 1900: 1877, 1886, 1899, 1905, 1907, 1913, 1913, 
1913, 1923, 1926, and 1926. 
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The Lutherans, starting with five churches in the eighties, now 
number fourteen: 1880, 1881, 1886, 1887, 1888, 1894, 1896, 1900, 
1905, 1906, 1906, 1914, 1917, and 1921. 

The pilgrimages of many of these churches before reaching a 
measurably permanent abiding place are of much interest. The 
Christadelphians, in their journeyings, covered in the forty years 
from 1880 to 1920 the following nine encampments: 460 Main St., 
98 Front St., 566 Main St., 11 Foster St., 184 Main St., 311 Main 
St., 184 Main St., 19 Pearl St., and 4 Walnut St. 

But the same number of tabernaclings was accomplished by the 
Norwegian and Danish Methodist Mission in nine years, 1900-1908 
-one each year: 52 Belmont St., Old School House, Greendale; 12 
Brooks Ave., 8 Wachusett St., 10 Walnut St.; 274 Main St., 578 Main 
St., Grace M. E. Church, Walnut St.; and 455 Millbury St. This, I 
believe, is the record for restlessness. 

The Volunteers of America in the thirty years from 1897 to 1927 
pitched their tents ten times, at 16 Mechanic St., 540 Main St., 26 

. Belmont St., 96 Mechanic St., 540 Main St. again, 544 Main St., 
554 Main St., 64 .Southbridge St., 60 Southbridge St., and at 
554 Main St. 

Sometimes an apparent change of location is due to changed street 
numbering or to change of name of the street, as the First Baptist 
Church, Main St., corner of Mower Ave., to Main St., cor. Ionic Ave., 
the name of the avenue being changed. And the address of the 
Finnish Swedish Evangelical Church has been successively: 

1907, Belmont St. cor. Carbon. 
1910, Belmont St. cor. Sheedy Ave. 
1911, Belmont St. cor. Carbon. 

Carbon St. was changed to Sheedy Ave., and then the next year back 
to Carbon St. 

Changes in the names of the churches have been frequent, and 
unless there has been a consolidation, the different names of a church 
are all grouped together in the the Data of Worcester Churches; for 
example, the French Baptist Church, 1890, was also called: 

Beacon St. Branch of the Main St. Baptist, 
Beacon St. Branch of the First Baptist, 
Beacon St. Branch (French) of the First Baptist, 
French Baptist Missionary Church. 
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One of the recent changes in name is the Second Swedish, or 
Thomas St. Methodist Episcopal, to the Epworth M.E. Church, co
incident with the change of location to Salisbury St. 

The Free Baptist Church illustrates change of name, of apparent 
location due to change in name of street, and of denomination, as 
follows: 

1880, Free Baptist (Free Will Baptist) Churcn. 
1888, First Free Baptist Church. 
1904, Newton Sq. Free Baptist Church, Elm Ave. cor. 

Pleasant. 
1913, Newton Sq. Baptist Church, Elmwood St. cor. 

Pleasant St. 

Elm Ave. was changed to Elmwood St., and the denomination from 
Free Baptist to Baptist. 

The story of the Missions and Branches, with reference to the 
colonizing churches which sent them out, would be an interesting 
and extensive study by itself. Missions, etc. which cannot be traced 
to churches springing from them number about fifty. In the Data 
of Worcester Churches, those which can be identified with resulting 
churches are placed with them; others are placed with the denomi
nations originating them, when this can be done, and the rest are put 
in the Miscellaneous list. 

Without attempting to go into the genealogies of these churches 
in any comprehensive way, I will note a few of the more obvious 
relationships. 

Naturally the Old South, standing for so many years in its central 
position on the Common, was a chief colonizer and center of radia
tion of Congregationalism, though its blood is difficult to trace be
yond the first descent, because its contribution has been very largely 
in the form of individual strengthening of new or established 
churches, as its people moved to various quarters of the city. And 
the same will apply largely to its children, especially as working 
through the Congregational clearing house, the City Missionary 
Society. 

Children of the Old South are : 
Central (Calvinist) Church. 
Union Church. 
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Salem St. (Both child and, through Central and Union, 
grandchild of the Old South.) 

Tabernacle Church. (This child ran away, and after a 
brief career died without issue.) 
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Among the Baptist churches the First has been the most active 
colonizer, having as direct offspring: 

The Second, or Pleasant St. Baptist. 
The Third, or Main St. Baptist. 
The South Baptist, 

and, in conjunction with its daughter, the Main St. 
Baptist, after the two had reunited. 

The Beacon St. French Baptist. 
Quinsigamond Baptist. 
Jamesville Baptist. 

Perhaps the last three belong rather to the somewhat confusing 
class which I would suggest be called adopted children; that is, not 
real offshoots of a parent church, but wards of a foster-mother. 

These usually pass through the stages of mission, branch of the 
originating church, and finally independent church. Doubtless the 
precise relations between the ward and the foster-parent are various 
in different instances, but in all I should think that there is a distinct 
relationship somewhat different from that of direct descendant. For 
example, the Finnish Branch of Central Church was called suc
cessively Finnish Congregational Mission, Belmont St. Schoolhouse; 
Finnish Congregational Mission, Central Church; Finnish Branch 
of Central Church; and finally Finnish Congregational Church, Lin
wood St. In this case the members of the Mission were regularly 
received into the membership of Central Church, though the records 
of the Finnish Branch were kept in a manner separate, and the 
Branch had its own Finnish pastor and held its own communion 
service. They were formally dismissed by letter to form the in
dependent church. 

I should suppose that the relations of the Norwegian Branch of 
the Old South Church, and the Swedish Branch of Union Congre
gational Church may have been similar, but of these I have no exact 
knowledge. 
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The Lincoln Square Baptist Church has two children, or near 
children: Adams Square Baptist, and the Greendale Baptist. 

All Saints' Episcopal Church may perhaps with substantial ac
curacy be regarded as the mother of all the other Episcopal churches 
in the city. 

This study of statistics may on the whole be dry, but it has its 
adventures and surprises, and its humor. Let us take one of the more 
recent scions and try to trace its ancestry back, the Immanuel 
Church, Congregational. Its mother was Piedmont; grandmother, 
Plymouth; and great-grandmother? Well, we find none, only in a 
sort a great-grandfather, in the Young Men's Christian Association. 
The originators of the movement leading to the formation of 
Plymouth Church were a group of young men, apparently affiliated 
with Congregationalism, but having their bond of union not in a 
common church membership, but in the Y.M.C.A., and the first 
idea was to have a sort of Y.M.C.A. church. As the group grew by 
the accession of other young men, and then some of the older ones, 
the prevailing sentiment or tradition evidently remained Congre
gational, as both the motion of Charles Allen that no creed be 
adopted, and the suggestion of another of the young men that they 
adopt the name, Free Congregational Church, were voted down 
(whereupon Mr. Allen withdrew from the venture), and it was 
finally decided to call the new church the Sixth Congregational, later 
changed to Plymouth Church. 

One of the oddest of the experiences which I have encountered in 
this ancestral search was in tracing three of the younger churches, 
in each of which instances the trail led not to a mother church
unless it could be regarded as triplets-nor quite a ''prep'' school, 
but to something like a foundling hospital. Many of you will prob
ably recognize the reference to that unique structure, the Church 
of the Covenant. The matron was the City Missionary Society, and 
the wards, three in number, received in addition to the institutional 
appellation, the individual names of Houghton St. Section, South 
Worcester Section, and Lake View Section. Upon going out into 
the world for themselves, the Houghton St. Section retained the 
name of the institution, Church of the Covenant, later becoming the 
Covenant M.E. Church; the South Worcester Section adopted the 
name South Worcester Union Church (later Hope Church); and 
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the Lake View Section became the Lake View Church, Congrega
tional. 

It is but in rare moments that we can so detach ourselves from 
contemporary associations, the petty interests and details of our 
time and immediate personal environment, as really to sense entire 
any great movement. For the most part the little surface waves hide 
the deep, mighty currents beneath. To our near view all the human 
imperfections, the petty rivalries and bickerings, the ostentations, 
indifferences and hypocrisies, and the misunderstandings seem to 
make but a sorry show of the little sections of the church life of 
the community which come within our individual view. But what 
a contrast when from some high point of observation we can really 
envisage something of the majestic whole. 

To recapitulate merely the bare statistics, the total number of 
denominations or sects in Worcester's history, as nearly as I can 
approximate from the sometimes rather puzzling data at hand, is 
about fifty, and the individual organizations in the denominational 
lists 157, others 42, making 199 in all, besides about fifty missions 
and other religious groups. 

Now, taking too comprehensive a view for the little and transient 
surface defects to be obvious, may we not appreciate the funda
mental fact that each one of these so numerous, and in many respects 
diverse, sometimes humble and even, in our eyes, grotesque churches 
and other religious groups, represents a real hunger and reaching 
out after God, and toward the realization of His kingdom in the 
earth, with sacrifice and large expenditure of time, labor, and treas
ure to this end? 

Realizing this, the whole progression stands out in its true form 
and proportions as an essential unity, imposing, majestic, sweeping 
on in enormous force and volume, directed not by the puny and 
erratic hands of this and that transient leader, but by the very Spirit 
of God. A picture of Worcester unirrigated by this vivifying stream 
would be beyond the imagination of any of you. 

Possibly this rapid and sketchy, hardly more than suggestive re
view, largely of bare statistics, may yet help us to attain this whole
ness of view, and to grasp some realization of the magnitude and 
complexity of any adequate study, and the varied interest of any 
adequate story of the Churches of Worcester. 
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Read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by Zelotes W. Coombs, F ebruary 14, 1930 

It is often said that a great crisis brings forth great leaders. With 
equal truth it may be said that real leaders, great or even lesser, 
devoted to a cause, produce a crisis. It is my purpose in this brief 
paper to r ecreate for our twentieth century two of those leaders, 
possibly not among the greatest, whose names are now hardly a 
memory, yet who, four score years ago, were numbered among the 
most influential in the anti-slavery struggle, whose devoted efforts 
did much to produce the crisis that ended forever slavery in this 
country and settled forever the question of union or of division. 

As I do this, I must, perforce, set a stage far more spacious than 
our two actors would or could require. Across that stage will march, 
if only as a prologue, that wonderful band of statesmen who, during 
the torrid summer of 1787, labored to frame for a distracted nation, 
a fundamental organic law. In our Federal Constitution slavery is 
not mentioned but its portentous form looms from time to time 
through the pages, threatening disaster for the future. From the 
adoption of the Constitution until the Civil War, slavery appeared 
in some form or other in every session of Congress; it was the moving 
force of the Mexican War ; it fomented the Kansas-Nebraska strug
gles. And until the question of slavery or no slavery was :finally 
answered on the fields of Antietam and Gettysburg and at Appo
matox-incidental though it may have been to the question of states' 
rights and of secession-it was the insoluble problem, ever fraught 
with danger, whose final solution no man in those earlier years could 
foresee. 

Across our stage will move, likewise, William Lloyd Garrison, 
Wendell Phillips, John Brown, and their fellow-abolitionists, that 
host of devoted men and women, who had the vision and who sought 
to make this vision reality. There will be seen Sumner and Lincoln, 
the heroes great and small of the War of the Rebellion, that slight 
woman whose romance, true or false, did perhaps more than any 
other factor to open the eyes of Northern people to the curse of 
slavery. 
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Great moments in the history of the world seem to run in cycles. 
The latter third of the eighteenth century witnessed one of these. 
The world ferment took various forms. Our Revolution was fol
lowed by that in France. Then came the Napoleonic wars; in Eng
land, the industrial revolution, the Reform Bill, which gave the 
worker the franchise, really emancipating him from slavery. This 
nation of ours was free from actual warfare except the second war 
with the mother country, but men's minds were in a ferment . 

The first third of the nineteenth century here has often been called 
the "Period of the Newness." The philosophy of Immanuel Kant, 
promulgated late in the eighteenth century, had emancipated men's 
minds from much of what had been traditional. This philosophy 
doubtless had much to do with the literary development of the time, 
fostering the Romanticism at the expense of the effete Classicism. 
We may ascribe to the same cause, in large measure, the so-called 
Transcendental movement, which came to such strength and de
velopment in our New England. 

Emerson, Alcott, Thoreau, and many other intellectual leaders 
were in the movement although possibly they did not realize fully 
whither they were bound. In October, 1840, Emerson wrote to Car
lyle in England: "We are all a little wild with numerous projects 
of social reform; not a reading man but has a draft of a new com
munity in his waistcoat pocket. I am gently mad myself.'' But 
Emerson, the hard-headed practical Yankee philosopher, never let 
his philosophy run away with him, nor did Thoreau. But Alcott, 
who, as one friend remarked, possessed every sense except common 
sense, fell an easy victim. 

And in this country, as well as abroad, the new philosophy took 
curious practical forms. Thus we have that most fascinating of 
experiments, Brook Farm; we have Thoreau in his solitary hut at 
Walden Pond; we have the Shakers, the Oneida and other com
munities; the Phalansteries of Fourier; the insane, yes, inane, ex
periment of Alcott at Fruitlands; in Harvard, the Millerites, and 
countless others. 

I merely mention these undertakings without emphasizing them, 
to show the peculiar applications of the philosophy of "The New
ness," to pass them rapidly in review, to pave the way for our dis
cussion of the Fosters, to establish the premise that this was the 
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epoch of reform, an epoch in which men and women-and good ones, 
too-were ready to espouse any cause that smacked of reform. 

Thus slavery was bound to come, sooner or later, within their pur
view, then; and when this problem was solved, temperance and 
women's rights. And, although many of the reformers were close 
akin to lunatics, as we read the chronicle, in both their purposes and 
methods, we must give them unstinted credit for what they tried to 
do and for what they actually accomplished, whereby this world of 
ours has most certainly become a better place to dwell in. 

It was, as has been noted, a period of reform. Colonel Higginson, 
in his inimitable '' The Rearing of a Reformer,'' in '' Cheerful 
Yesterdays,'' touches upon it. The reforms extended to religion as 
well as to more mundane matters. Theodore Parker, in Boston, had, 
perhaps, been the prototype of the religious reformer. Colonel 
Higginson was called to Worcester to take charge of a congregation 
that went by the name of the Free Church. Worcester, he says in his 
essay, was at that time a seething center of all reforms. Little won
der, therefore, that Stephen and Abby Kelley Foster, reformers by 
nature, living in Worcester, should be caught up by and have kept 
pace with, or have been always a little in front of, the spirit of the 
times. 

On the first day of January, 1831, appeared the first number of 
The Liberator, published by William Lloyd Garrison. "I am in 
earnest. I will not equivocate. I will not excuse. I will not retire 
a single inch, and I will be heard.'' These words appeared on every 
issue of this famous periodical, and they, with the personality of 
Garrison himself, gave a challenge to the slave power and announced 
an active opposition in place of one that had been merely passive. 

Events followed swiftly. Anti-slavery societies were formed all 
through the North. The Fugitive .Slave Law, in 1850, the Dred Scott 
Decision in 1856, the struggles over slavery in the newly acquired 
territories, the denunciations of orators, the utterances of the lead
ing poets, Whittier, Bryant, Longfellow, Lowell, the publication of 
Uncle Tom's Cabin, finally the outspoken position of pulpit leaders 
-too many of whom had hitherto favored slavery, or had not dared 
to oppose it-all these signs pointed to an armed struggle. 

The election of Abraham Lincoln to the Presidency, in 1860, was 
the final stroke. Civil war broke out the following year, at first a 
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struggle to maintain the union, but with the continued existence or 
total abolition of slavery as a most important issue. We can hardly 
wonder that under such conditions prevailing throughout the nation, 
a man and a woman fired with the zeal of the reformer should throw 
themselves wholeheartedly into the anti-slavery cause. And that is 
just what Stephen and Abby Kelley Foster did. 

Stephen Symonds Foster was born in Canterbury, N. H., in No
vember, 1809. His father, Colonel Asa Foster, of Revolutionary 
memory, was endowed with most amiable and excellent qualities, and 
his mother was remarkable for beauty of person and sweetness of 
disposition. Both parents were of advanced culture for the times. 
Each parent lived to an advanced age. The Foster farm, the birth
place of Stephen, was located in the northern part of Canterbury, 
on a hillside overlooking a long stretch of the Merrimac Valley. 

Stephen was the ninth child of a family of thirteen. He early left 
home and learned the trade of a carpenter and builder. His parents 
were loyal members of the Congregational Church, and Stephen 
joined that communion at an early age. At this period the new West 
was being peopled by pioneers from the East, and there was a strong 
call for missionaries who would go out to this new territory to minis
ter to the spiritual needs of the settlers. Stephen Foster heard this 
call when he was twenty-two years of age, and he heeded it. He se
cured the necessary preparation and entered Dartmouth College 
with the class of 1838, intending to become a Congregational clergy
man, going to the West as a missionary. His field was to be the 
Mississippi Valley and beyond. He subscribed to the creed of his 
chosen denomination, but he believed especially in the principles set 
forth in the Sermon on the Mount : '' Love your enemies''; '' Resist 
not evil.'' These sentiments became his mottoes, and they governed 
him throughout his life. 

During his course at Dartmouth College he was called upon to 
perform some slight military service. This he refused to do. As a 
result he was sentenced to serve a term in the county jail at Haver
hill. Here he was thrown into the company of poor debtors, con
victed felons, and the scum of the neighborhood. Conditions in jails 
and prisons at that time were horrible not only in New Hampshire 
but all over the world. Foster, therefore, undertook to reform these 
conditions and he actually succeeded. Letters and personal appeals 



380 STEPHEN SYMONDS AND 

to the Governor and to others in authority produced investigations, 
and these investigations resulted in a marked improvement in prison 
conditions in New Hampshire, while they reacted far beyond the 
limits of that state. 

Completing his Dartmouth College course in 1838, Foster entered 
Union Theological Seminary in New York City, intending to take the 
full three-year course. He remained in the seminary only one year, 
however. The reason for his failure to complete the course was that 
already he had formed most definite and unswerving opinions con
cerning slavery, and he did not hesitate to express these opinions and 
to act in accordance with them. In fact he constantly sought oppor
tunity to express them. He felt that it was his duty to do this, as 
part of his religious convictions. He was free in expressing and in 
emphasizing his views among his fellow-students and in the classes 
which he conducted among the unfortunates on Blackwell's Island. 

He wished to introduce such discussions as part of the student 
curriculum at the seminary but in this he met instant and powerful 
opposition on the part of the seminary authorities. Nevertheless he 
was offered sufficient material assistance by the principal of the semi
nary to enable him to complete his course without difficulty-and he 
certainly needed such assistance-on condition that he would agree 
to give up all discussion of slavery matters. This the young man 
declined to do, giving as his reason the fact that he could not be 
bribed to hold his peace and refrain from discussing questions so 
near his heart and conscience, and so vital to the liberty and happi
ness of millions of his fellow-men and women bound in the chains of 
slavery. Much as he needed the money, therefore, he gave up the 
remaining two years of his seminary course, withdrawing to engage 
as best he might in the great struggle that he saw impending, to 
which he was to devote his best energies and the best years of his life. 

The New England Anti-slavery Society was organized in 1832, a 
year after Garrison began the publication of The Liberator. In De
cember, 1833, a committee in Philadelphia organized the American 
Anti-slavery Society. The American Colonization .Society had been 
founded in 1816, ostensibly to assist freed slaves to go to Africa and 
there establish themselves. But this organization had forsaken its 
early ideals and had become the agent' of the slave interests. Stephen 
Foster allied himself with the American Anti-slavery Society, and, 
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at the annual meeting in New York City in 1840 offered a resolution 
severely criticizing the American churches and the American clergy 
for their mistaken position on the great question of slavery. This 
resolution merely echoed his own views on the subject as he later 
expressed them in the pamphlet entitled, The Brotherhood of 
Thieves: A True Picture of the American Church and Clergy. 

From the time that he allied himself with the cause of anti-slavery 
he worked incessantly and indefatigably toward his goal. His ad
dresses on this chosen topic would fill volumes. After the victory 
had been won he was as eager and zealous in the cause of temperance 
and of women's rights as he had been in that of anti-slavery. As late 
as 1874 he took part actively in the temperance crusade in Worces
ter. He was a man thoroughly impressed with the soundness of his 
own views and convictions. Naturally kind-hearted and never be
traying any sign of ill-will or angry feeling, however severely he 
might be attacked, he always seemed to be in his element when he 
had a foe to contend with, provided he could show that the foe was 
on the wrong side morally, and any opponent found it difficult to 
parry the thrusts of his keen logic. 

His social and genial good nature won for him the personal good 
will of all with whom he came in contact, no matter how much they 
might differ from him on questions of the day. His refusal to vote 
and to pay taxes resulted primarily from his extreme views on non
resistance, he objecting to the voluntary support of a government of 
force, which rested on the military arm for its very existence. He 
also objected on the ground that women could not vote on the same 
terms as men. He took this position on conscientious grounds. 

Lack of space prevents mention of the details of Stephen Foster's 
activities in the anti-slavery cause. He wrote for daily papers and 
periodicals whenever he could find an opening. He lectured wherever 
and whenever he could gain a hearing. It is difficult for us to realize, 
at this late day, the bitterness felt and manifested against anti
slavery agitators, even here in the North in the time of Stephen 
Foster. Elijah Lovejoy, a martyr if ever there was one, was mur
dered in Alton, Ill., in 1840. William Lloyd Garrison was dragged 
through the streets of Boston with a rope around his body, appa
rently doomed to be the victim of lynch law at the hands of sympa
thizers with slavery. After the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law 
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in 1850, for a number of years the mob sided with the slave catchers 
and helped them. We should not wonder, therefore, that Stephen 
Foster often met with actual violence. Once at least he was thrown 
out of a church in whose congregation he had risen to demand a 
hearing. From this attack he suffered injuries which confined him 
to his bed for several weeks. But he never lost courage. Reformers 
are made of sterner stuff. 

Mr. Foster married, Dec. 21, 1845, Abby Kelley, of whom we shall 
speak in detail later. She was already a noted speaker, equally de
voted to the anti-slavery cause with her husband. In 1847 they 
purchased the well-known farm on Mower Street, Tatnuck, long 
known as Liberty Farm. They lived on this farm until death over
took Mr. Foster in 1881. In 1883 Mrs. Foster sold the farm, there
after malting her home with her sister, Mrs. Barton, at 100 Chatham 
Street, Worcester. The brick house on the Tatnuck farm was built 
about 1797 by Daniel Kimball, who, later, sold it to his son-in-law, 
Daniel Cook. During the anti-slavery campaigns both l\fr. and Mrs. 
Foster were absent from home frequently and for long periods. Nev
ertheless l\fr. Foster managed the farm with pronounced success, 
cultivating it with the same thoroughness he showed in his efforts 
for emancipation, and with equal success. As a horticulturist he 
had few superiors, and, until disabled by illness, took an active inter
est in the exhibitions of the Worcester County Horticultural Society, 
where his products often took first prize. 

Mr. Foster died Sept. 8, 1881, at his Mower Street home, after a 
long illness. His funeral was held two days later, and was strictly 
private. But on Friday, Sept. 24, a memorial service was held in 
Horticultural Hall, and at this service were present numerous 
friends, who came from all parts of New England and who included 
many of his famous co-workers in the anti-slavery cause. Among 
them were Wendell Phillips, Colonel T. W. Higginson, Frank B. 
Sanborn, F. W. Bird, Parker Pillsbury, Lucy Stone, and many more. 
Rev. Samuel l\fay, of Leicester, a lifelong friend, presided. Abby 
Kelley Foster was present, besides several relatives. On the right 
side of the platform was placed a life-sized portrait of Mr. Foster, 
draped in smilax. 

Addresses were made by Mr. May, who compared Mr. Foster, in 
the effectiveness of his work and in the sincerity of his motives, to 
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Abraham Lincoln, Charles Sumner, John A. Andrew, and the la
mented Garfield, who had died only a few days before, the victim of 
an assassin's bullet. Mr. May paid Mr. Foster the highest tribute. 
He was followed by Parker Pillsbury, of New Hampshire, by Wen
dell Phillips, and by Lucy Stone. Rev. H. T. Cheever, of Worcester, 
also spoke. Mr. Pillsbury emphasized Mr. Foster's pioneer work 
in his publication, The American Church,-the Bulwark of Slavery, 
and his irrfluence in reforming the prison system of New Hampshire. 
Mrs. Stone dwelt on Mr. Foster's work for woman suffrage, while 
Mr. Cheever discussed his efforts in behalf of the cause of temperance. 

Wendell Phillips paid Mr. Foster a most glowing tribute as to his 
ability, his devotion to the cause of anti-slavery, his willingness to 
make any sacrifice for this cause, and he added that any who called 
Stephen Foster erratic and lacking in judgment were themselves 
lacking in judgment and in knowledge of the man. 

The Worcester Spy of Sept. 9, 1881, published an editorial full of 
appreciation of Mr. Foster and of his work. This editorial said in 
part: '' Stephen Foster would have been more distinctly missed a few 
years ago than now, for his declining health has of late withdrawn 
him from public notice. In his day he was the most aggressive and 
uncompromising of agitators. Nothing which seemed to him an 
abuse was so venerable as to exact the least respect or deference from 
him, or so strongly entrenched or defended that he feared to attack 
it. He was among the earliest of the anti-slavery agitators, as fear
less and radical as Garrison, and he encountered as many dangers 
as that pioneer of freedom. When anti-slavery had resulted in the 
abolition of the hated institution, he turned with undiminished ener
gy to the temperance and woman suffrage questions, but, while his 
own denunciation was as fierce and his manner on the platform as 
defiant as ever, he seemed to miss the stimulus of angry and abusive 
opposition, and his later public appearances were saddened by the 
reflection that there were no more hot and dangerous fights for him 
as in the good old days, when his studiously exasperating words were 
sure to provoke a row, and his prospect of martydom was sometimes 
quite promising. 

"While his strength held out, however, he did his part as, if those 
whom he reproached with cowardice, hypocrisy, robbery, and other 
deadly sins, did not drag him off the platform, nor even send him 
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back as hard words as he gave, it was not his fault. His reputation 
for absolute sincerity and straightforwardness suffered a little of 
late years by his evasion of the penalty for non-payment of taxes. 
He refused to pay because his wife, who was joint owner of their 
farm, had not the right to vote. The farm was sold repeatedly by 
the city but always redeemed before the title had been wholly lost. 
This seemed like a sacrifice of principle, a compromise with his con
science which would not allow him to pay the tax but would consent 
to pay it with costs at a later stage. But perhaps Mr. Foster could 
have explained this so as to preserve his consistency. Though so 
truculent on the platform or with the pen, in private intercourse he 
was, at least in later years, always courteous and kindly. James 
Russell Lowell wrote of him many years ago : 

'' 'Hard by, as calm as summer even, 
Smiles the reviled and pelted Stephen, 
The unappeasable Boanerges 
To all the churches and the clergies; 
The grim savant, who, to complete 
His own peculiar cabinet, 
Contrived to label with his kicks 
One from the followers of Elias Hicks, 
Who studied mineralogy 
Not with soft books upon the knee, 
But learned the properties of stones 
By sharp contact of flesh and bones, 
And made the experimentum crucis 
With his own body's vital juices; 
A man with caoutchouc endurance 
A perfect gem for life insurance; 
A kind of maddened John the Baptist, 
To whom the hardest word comes aptest; 
Who, struck by stone or brick ill-starred 
Hurls back an epithet as hard, 
Which, deadlier than stone or brick, 
Has a propensity to stick. 
His oratory is like the scream 
Of the iron horse's frenzied steam 
Which warns the world to leave a space 
For the black engine's swerveless race. ' '' 
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Leaving now Stephen Foster for a time, let us turn to his wife 
Abby Kelley Foster, more famous, if anything, than her famous 
husband. 

Abby Kelley Foster was born in Pelham, Mass., Jan. 17, 1811, and 
died suddenly at the home of her sister, Mrs. M. L. K. Barton, at 100 
Chatham Street, Worcester, Jan. 14, 1887. Her husband had died, 
as noted before, Sept. 8, 1881. In the spring of 1883 Mrs. Foster had 
sold the farm on Mower Street (Liberty Farm, as we of a later gen
eration have known it), and since that time had made her home with 
her sister, Mrs. Barton. Mrs. Foster had been in good health until 
a day or two before her death, which was quite unexpected. 

Although she was born in Pelham her parents moved to Worcester 
early in the spring of 1811. These parents were both of Quaker 
stock, a fact which may account for much of the daughter's subse
quent career. In Worcester the family first resided at Washington 
Square, later on the farm on Hadwen Lane, which afterward became 
the property of Charles Hadwen. In 1835 Wing Kelley, Abby Kel
ley's father, sold this farm to Mr. Hadwen, and moved to Millbury, 
where he died in 1836. His wife died in 1842. 

The daughter, Abby, attended the public schools of Worcester, 
and completed her education at the Friends' School in Providence. 
She then taught school in Tatnuck, also in Millbury, and, later, for 
five years in Lynn. This last position she gave up in 1837 to engage 
in work for the anti-slavery cause. In her new undertaking as well 
as in the other causes that she espoused, she showed the earnestness, 
positiveness, and enthusiasm that characterized her throughout her 
life. Today no especial remark would be caused if a gifted woman 
were to espouse some particular line of endeavor, popular or un
popular. But when Abby Kelley, the mild Quaker schoolmistress, 
entered upon her career, she was indeed a pioneer. She and the 
Misses Grimke were the first women to appear upon the lecture plat
form as advocates of the anti-slavery cause. 

The year of Mrs. Foster's death, 1887, marked the fiftieth anni
versary of her taking up the work to which she devoted all her ener
gies until she saw her great object accomplished. From her early 
efforts looking to the abolition of slavery, which she saw ultimately 
crowned with success, she bent her energies to the adoption of the 
Fifteenth Amendment to the F'ederal Constitution, which guarantees 
"that the right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be 
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denied or abridged by the United States or by any state thereof, on 
account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude, and that 
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation,'' thus putting the climax to the great anti-slavery move
ment. 

Mrs. Foster was also active in the cause of woman's rights, a cause 
that to her seemed a1L""<:iliary to that other great cause to which she 
had devoted her life, which recognized no distinetion on account of 
color, race, or sex. While on her lecturing tours in different parts 
of the country, she became acquainted with her future husband, 
Stephen Foster, who was engaged in the same great crusade. They 
were married at New Brighton, Pa., Dec. 21, 1845, and came to Wor
cester to reside in the spring of 1847. The farm on Mower Street 
which they purchased was to be their home for nearly forty years. 
And many an interesting story this farm could tell, of fugitive slaves 
helped, as Thoreau says in Walden, on their way to the North Star. 
It was a prominent and well-known station on the famous Under
ground Railway. Colonel Higginson tells us in " The Fugitive 
Slave Epoch'' in '' Cheerful Yesterdays'' how fugitives came to 
Worcester, then a strong anti-slavery community, and were driven 
by him at midnight to the farm of the veteran abolitionists, Stephen 
Foster and Abby Kelley Foster, in the suburbs of the city. This he 
did at the behest of his friend, Rev. Samuel May of Leicester, who 
was at that time secretary of the Boston Anti-slavery Society. 

Mrs. Foster's funeral was held at the home of her sister, Mrs. 
Barton, 100 Chatham Street, Monday, Jan. 17, 1887, at 7 :30 P. M. 

Rev. Samuel May, a life-long friend and fellow-worker of the Fosters 
in the anti-slavery and other reform movements, officiated, and elo
quent tributes were paid Mrs. Foster by Rev. Mr. May, Lucy Stone, 
H. B. Blackwell, of Boston, and others. She was buried in Hope 
Cemetery. 

At this late day we cannot feel the importance of the slavery ques
tion as it was felt eighty years ago, nor can we estimate the great 
part that our former fellow-citizens took in the struggle that really 
meant union or disunion. Contemporary accounts, however, may 
enable us to form some idea. Colonel Higginson says, in his Contem
poraries, in the essay on Wendell Phillips, that in the details of the 
organization of the so-called Garrisonian anti-slavery movement, 
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perhaps the two leading organizers were two remarkable women, 
Maria Weston Chapman and Abby Kelley Foster. Wendell Phil
lips might supply the eloquence, but his efforts would have been in 
vain. Oliver Johnson, a fellow-worker in the anti-slavery cause, 
pays Mrs. F·oster an earnest and well-deserved tribute in his Sketches 
of the Anti-slavery Movement, for her noble work, laboring as she 
did under the severest reproach because of the novelty of a woman 
appearing upon the lecture platform, until at last she gained her 
true place in the public esteem. 

In May, 1837, the date of Mrs. Foster's first entrance upon her 
anti-slavery activities, as a speaker, while she was yet unmarried, the 
national woman's anti-slavery convention was held in New York 
City. Eight states were represented by seventy-one delegates. Abby 
Kelley, as she was then, and Angelina Grimke were among the speak
ers, as was Lydia Maria Child. The following year, in May, Abby 
Kelley spoke at the convention of the society held in Philadelphia 
in Pennsylvania Hall. This hall was burned a few days later by an 
anti-slavery mob. 

James Russell Lowell paid Abby Kelley an eloquent tribute in one 
of his poems, in which he says : 

"A Judith there turned Quakeress 
Sits Abby in her modest dress. 
No nobler gift of heart or brain 
No life more white from spot or stain 
Than hers, the simple Quaker maid.'' 

After the anti-slavery struggle was over Mrs. Foster took a deep 
interest in the anti-license movement, and sympathized strongly 
with the work of the Women's Christian Temperance Union. She 
was interested in any movement that looked to reform or to improve
ment along any line. She was the first woman to distribute ballots 
at the polls for no-license, acting in this capacity at the Worcester 
city election of 1875, when no-license came within eighty votes of a 
majority. Later in her life her health did not permit her to be as 
active as she had been formerly. 

When the farm in Tatnuck was purchased, in 1847, it was deeded 
to Mr. and Mrs. Foster jointly, as a practical carrying out of their 
radical views on the question of woman's rights, as to the equality of 
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the sexes before the law, so that, whichever one died first, title would 
vest immediately in the survivor, without the necessity of legal inter
vention. And the purchase was made with their own money. Both 
Mr. and Mrs. Foster had strong conscientious scruples against work
ing for any reform cause for pay. Hence they would never accept 
any salary although they would accept voluntary gifts from friends 
of the cause. Such friends were numerous, and they were liberal 
givers. Among the most generous may be mentioned Francis Jack
son, C. F. Hovey, and Wendell Phillips, all of Boston. 

In her history of the woman suffrage movement, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Cady .Stanton says: "Mrs. Foster was the most untiring and most 
persecuted of all the women throughout the anti-slavery struggle. 
She travelled up and down alike in winter's cold and in summer 's 
heat, with scorn, ridicule, and violence and mobs accompanying her, 
suffering all kinds of persecution, still speaking wherever she gained 
an audience, in the open air, in the school-house, barn, depot, church, 
or public hall; on week day or Sunday, as she found opportunity. 
F 'or listening to her on Sunday many men and women were expelled 
from their churches. Thus, through continual persecution was 
woman's self-assertion and self-respect sufficiently developed to 
prompt her at last to demand justice, liberty, and equality for 
herself." 

I have quoted brief estimates of the character and work of Stephen 
and Abby Kelley Foster thus far in this paper. May I quote at 
length the opinion of Oliver Johnson, the famous anti-slavery worker, 
as expressed in his book, William Lloyd Garrison and His Times. 
He says : '' Stephen S. Foster, if I mistake not, was in full career 
for the pulpit when the slave's cry of anguish broke upon his ear 
·and touched his heart. That cry was to him a summons to another 
field, and to that first summons he paid instant heed, not doubting 
that it was from the Master to whom he had consecrated his powers. 
A more guileless and ingenuous man I have never known. No saint 
of the middle ages ever surrendered himself more completely than 
he to the service of God and humanity. His faith in moral principles 
was absolute, and he could not knowingly or consciously swerve 
from them in his conduct. He felt the wrongs of the slave as if they 
were inflicted upon himself; and such was his courage that he could 
face a mob, withstand a friend, or go into a minority of one without 
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flinching. Neither his hatred of wrong nor his rebukes of wrong
doers were mixed with any dross of passion. Sometimes those who 
loved him best dissented from his opinions and criticized his acts; 
but no one ever questioned his honesty or doubted his perfect candor. 
His rare earnestness and sincerity gave him great power over an 
audience and made him popular with many as a speaker. His cool
ness in facing a mob was phenomenal. He was one of the '' sappers 
and miners'' of the anti-slavery army, and ready at all times to 
attack the enemy's fortifications. His old friends will enjoy the hu
morous description of him by James Russell Lowell. '' ( This has 
already been quoted.) 

Of Abby Kelley Foster, Mr. Johnson writes: '' Abby Kelley Fos
ter (Mrs. Stephen S. Foster) was the first woman after the Grimke 
sisters, to enter the anti-slavery field as a lecturer. No one who ever 
knew her doubted that she felt herself called of God to the work. And 
she entered upon it in a spirit of self-consecration that inspired the 
deepest respect of all observers. She did not begin in any careless or 
random way, but studied her subject thoroughly. She no doubt ex
pected to become a target for the pro-slavery press, but I am sure 
that she did not anticipate the weight of odium that fell upon her on 
account of the brave step she felt it her duty to take. There are 
newspapers that ought to be blushing today, and editors who should 
be clothed in sackcloth and ashes for their shameless abuse of this 
noble woman. Her exalted worth did not exempt her from insinua
tions of the vilest sort. She was denounced and ridiculed by the 
pulpit as well as by the press, and her meetings were sometimes 
assailed by mobs. She bore all this load of reproach with unswerving 
patience, keeping quietly on in her work, until at last she conquered 
her true place in the public esteem. She was a very popular and suc
cessful lecturer and labored much, not only in New England but in 
New York, Pennsylvania, and the West. In Ohio and particularly on 
the Western Reserve she did a noble work. She may be said, with 
truth, to have founded The Anti-slavery Bugle, and I doubt if the 
Western Anti-slavery Society, which, as an auxiliary of the National 
Society, did such noble work, especially in Eastern Ohio, would ever 
have been organized but for her. James Russell Lowell has also 
described her.'' ( These lines also have been quoted.) 

Mrs. Foster was survived by a daughter, Alla, also by a brother, 
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Albert Kelley, of Auburn, Mass., and by two sisters, Mrs. M. L. K. 
Barton, of Worcester, and Mrs. Joanna Ballou, of Providence, R. I. 
The daughter, Alla, was educated in the Worcester schools, and be
came a teacher. She taught for a time in the Worcester High School. 
This was in the early seventies. Later she taught in the Roxbury, 
Mass., High School. She retired from active teaching shortly before 
her death, which occurred in Boston, in April, 1923. 

The Fosters enjoyed the good will of their Tatnuck neighbors, and 
many who knew them well have testified to the esteem in which they 
were held. And they stood well in the city of Worcester. At one time 
Stephen Foster was lecturing in New York State. His scathing de
nunciations roused the opposition and anger of a leading clergyman 
of the town in which the addresses were being given. This clergyman 
wrote to the mayor of Worcester, complaining of the remarks of this 
agitator, and urging the mayor to take steps to silence him and thus 
to check the disgrace bound to come upon his home town. But the 
mayor at that time, Hon. Henry Chapin, replied that Mr. Foster was 
a highly esteemed citizen of Worcester and that any who had the 
good fortune to hear him might consider himself fortunate, and give 
good heed to his words. 

In person Mr. Foster was tall and of rugged build, though in
clined to slenderness. Mrs. Foster was of average woman's height 
and build. 

Today the names of Stephen and Abby Kelley Foster are hardly 
even names to most people in this country or in this their home city. 
Older residents recall them, their personalities, their eccentricities, if 
so their strong views and their radical attitudes may be character
ized. Some of their Tatnuck neighbors remember them pleasantly 
as good citizens of pronounced views on many subjects. In time even 
these memories will become dimmed. But these reformers had the 
vision, and they had the courage of their convictions. Reformers 
are not always pleasant eompanions; yet the world has need of 
them. And though even the memory of Stephen and Abby Kelley 
Foster pass away, this country and the whole world, now profiting by 
what they were, by what they suffered, and by what they really ac
complished, is a better place in which we of a later generation may 
dwell. 



EARLY CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS OF WORCESTER 

Paper Read at the Fiftieth Anniversary of the 
Worcester Historical Society 

by Samuel B. Woodward, January 16, 1925 

If there is in this audience anyone who was also present at the 
50th Anniversary of the Worcester Employment Society some few 
weeks since, I must beg his, or more probably her, indulgence. 

The Historical Society and the Employment Society were orga
nized in the same year, 1875. Both societies asked me to tell them 
something about early charities in Worcester, charities organized and 
working before their time, and I am not sufficiently versatile to be 
able to present two distinct essays on such a subject as that. 

Your President informs me that I may grub up whatever appeals 
to me between 1673, the year of the first settlement of Worcester
or better 1713, the date of its permanent settlement-and 1875, pro
vided it has to do with charitable organizations or charitable work 
within the city limits and provided also that I do it within twenty 
minutes. 

Not realizing my extreme age, it is somewhat startling to me to 
discover that among all the charitable organizations in existence at 
the present time, there are but two that have not come into being 
during my lifetime, The Children's Friend Society and, if it can be 
rightly included as a charitable organization, the Reverend Father 
Matthew Mutual Benefit and Total Abstinence Society, whose ver
bose name shows that the Worcester Branch of the Massachusetts 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children has no monopoly 
of polysyllabic and platitudinous nomenclature. 

Even these societies, the first organized in 1848, the other in 1849, 
as a result of a visit to the town of Father Matthew himself, are but 
a few years older than the speaker. In other words, all organized 
charity now functioning in Worcester is the product of the last 
seventy years. All previously existing, strictly charitable societies 
are dead and, as I will proceed to show you, they were few in num
ber, their life histories were short, and practically none of them 
could claim an acquaintance with even the eighteenth century, to 
say nothing of being unthought of during the seventeenth. 
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The first settlement of Worcester was in 1673. The date of perma
nent settlement was 1713, but it was nearly 100 years later, namely 
in 1806, that $2,000 was appropriated to erect a building to house 
the pauper poor; the first almshouse dates back but 119 years. 
Charitable organizations, outside of those connected with the 
churches and possibly some for the benefit of their members only, 
before the organization of the Children's Friend Society, and indeed 
for many years afterward, were few enough. Charitable gifts by 
individuals and charitable help for the unfortunate were, of course, 
not wanting. Indeed we find it recorded that the first and rather ec
centric minister of the gospel in the Old South Church, the Reverend 
Andrew Gardner, was solicited by a parishioner for aid in circum
stances of distress and gave to him his only pair of shoes; in his gen
erosity disregardig the consequences, which, as the gift was made on 
Saturday, necessitated his appearing the next day in the pulpit in his 
stockings and, in the evening, in a pair of slippers far too large for 
him. As Mr. Gardner was dismissed from his parish in 1722, accused 
of remissness in the discharge of his duties, (he was fond of deer 
hunting and was a practical joker), and as 1722 was but nine years 
after the permanent settlement was made, this gift of shoes may be 
safely regarded as the first recorded charitable act of an individual 
in the history of the city. 

Perhaps the first real demand on Worcester people to extend 
help to more than an individual or a family came in 1755, when 
eleven persons were sent to Worcester to be provided for by the 
town authorities. They were strangers, speaking a foreign language, 
inoffensive and, with the exception of one aged pair, able to work, 
but work had to be found for them. 

This was Worcester's quota, Worcester's small detachment of the 
many thousand involuntary exiles torn from their homes in Nova 
Scotia by the military power of England and distributed among 
the colonists; Worcester's share of the Acadians from the Basin of 
:Minas. Whatever may be thought of the action of Great Britain, 
it is recorded that those who were sent to Worcester were treated 
with great kindness, that they '' were of industrious and frugal 
habits and mild and simple manners.'' Some of the oldest died 
here, it is said, broken-hearted; the rest, twelve years later, were 
allowed to return to their countrymen in Canada. As there were 
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but 2,000 persons in Worcester in 1783, thirty years after this, to 
care for eleven destitute people must have been something of a prob
lem. They came in the autumn and, as there was no so-called poor
house to which to send them, one wonders how they were cared for 
during the ensuing winter. 

In 1784, I find there was in existence a society called the Jews 
Society. Whether it was a society for Jews or of J ews I know not, 
but it strangely coincides with the purchase in that year from .Aaron 
Lopez of Leicester, of his store and large commodious mansion and 
the establishment therein of a school, to be afterwards known as 
Leicester .Academy, and to be for some time the only academy in 
central or western Massachusetts . 

.At the risk of being accused of wandering from my subject, I can
not refrain from calling the attention of this historical audience to 
the migration of some seventy Hebrews, led by this same Lopez, 
from Newport to Leicester, in 1777. They fled from Newport when 
it was taken by the Btitish and among their impedimenta were 
twelve slaves. The curious result was that during the Revolutionary 
War, or, to be exact, during the seven years from 1777-1784, when 
they seem to have left town, every twelfth person in Leicester was 
a Jew. They were a peaceful and industrious body of citizens, keep
ing both Saturday and Sunday, accepting Continental currency, but 
rather scrupulous about holding such treacherous paper over the 
week-end, passing it on to the farmers in exchange for produce 
whenever possible before Friday was too far gone. 

Three other organizations, and three only that by any stretch of 
definition can be called charitable, appeared during this century and 
all three are in existence now, the three oldest social organizations 
in Worcester. These are the Morning Star Lodge of Masons, the 
Worcester Fire .Society, and the Worcester .Association of Mutual 
.Aid in Detecting Thieves. The two former date from 1793; the 
last from 1796. The Masonic Lodge is, I assume, what a Masonic 
Lodge has always been, a semi-charitable organization. (I am not
a Mason.) The Fire Society no longer runs to fires and the Pursuing 
Committee of the Society for Detecting Thieves is no longer active, 
but both are maintained as social organizations in memory of their, 
former undoubted usefulness at a time when a fire department was 
non-existent and the police force was probably inadequate. 
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In the light of the present-day troubles of all charitable societies 
from the use, or rather abuse, of alcohol, modified to an extent since 
the passage of the Volstead Act, it is interesting to speculate on what 
must have been the tribulations of our ancestors when the subject 
of drink and strong drink was looked upon as it was in Worcester 
in 1782, thirty years before any organizations with benevolent or 
charitable intentions appeared upon the scene, so far as I have been 
able to ascertain. In that year in town meeting assembled, a pro
test was voiced and minuted against a tax or duty being laid on 
necessities and in the record it was stated that '' spirituous liquors 
are absolutely necessary for our seafaring brethren coasting along 
our shores in boats and lighters at all seasons of the year, to supply 
the market with wood, lumber and fish, and also to the farmer whose 
fatigue is almost insupportable in hay time, harvest and other sea
sons of the year, and for the new beginners in the new townships who 
have nothing to drink but water, and perhaps are exposed to more 
hardships than any other persons.'' The meeting also protested 
against duties on Bohea tea, '' which in populous places and in many 
places in the country, is substituted by many poor people for their 
support and sustenance in the room of milk, which is not to be 
had, and they find it to be a cheap diet.'' 

How easily one may be led into error by a name! In 1812 was 
formed the Washington Benevolent Society of the County of 
Worcester and the incautious writer might easily assume that or
ganized charity dated from the time of its formation. In 1813 we 
find it setting out in a circular the evils resulting from the distilla
tion of grain in the state and suggesting the propriety of petitioning 
Congress to levy on domestic spirits a tax so heavy as to afford a 
rational prospect of diminishing its consumption. Ah! A temper
ance society, the precursor of many such. So thought I, and I thus 
presented it to the Employment Society at its 50th Anniversary, 
but my suspicions being aroused by the fact that Washington Ben
evolent Societies seemed to exist in every town, and every county, 
in the state, I delved deeper, to find that things are not always what 
they seem, that these societies were early examples of camouflage, the 
only benevolence about them being contained in one clause of their 
constitution, which provided that no benevolent donation should con
sist of more than $5.00; that they were secret political organizations, 
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of Federalist tendencies, purporting to support the precepts of 
Washington. Candidates were lined up and asked: '' Are you will
ing to use every exertion to preserve and defend the Constitution 
of the United States against the inroads and contaminations of aris
tocracy, monarchy, and despotism? Will you endeavor to divest 
yourselves of all partiality for foreign nations? Will you use your 
endeavors to have the government administered upon the principles 
of the immortal Washington ? Will you vote at all elections for such 
men as you believe will be faithful to the Constitution and are at
tached to the principles which distinguished the glorious adminis
tration of Washington and, finally, do you promise never to com
municate anything said or done in this society, unless it be to a 
member of the same, or when compelled to do so by a Court? ' ' 

No benevolence can be detected here. After 1820, the Worcester 
Society became dormant, there were no meetings, and in 1836 it 
was decided to turn the funds in the treasury over to the Worcester 
Agricultural Society, which had been selected by a committee as the 
'' Public charity of the day which was most likely to enjoy the regard 
of the larger portion of the Society; the objects for which it was 
formed having ceased to exist.'' There was apparently $41.38 to 
disburse. 

Also, in 1812, was organized The Religious Charitable Society of 
the County of Worcester, and again anyone searching for truth and 
early organized charitable societies is disappointed, for it is stated 
in their Constitution that the combined objects of the Society shall 
be: 

1. To aid indigent young men of piety and talent in the acqui
sition of a suitable education, with a view to the Christian 
ministry. 

2. To afford pecuniary aid to the American Board of Commis
sioners for Foreign Missions. 

3. To assist feeble churches and societies in maintaining among 
them the preaching and institution of the gospel. 

This society expended between five and six hundred dollars a year, 
giving generally a stipend of thirty dollars to students in colleges 
and seminaries. But this was not a general charitable society, al
though nearer to it than the Washington Benevolent. How long it 
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continued its activity I do not know, but in 1829 the Worcester 
Evangelical Missionary Society was organized to '' furnish to the 
destitute inhabitants of our own county the means of Christian in
struction and Moral improvement, ' ' which may, or may not, mean 
that the Religious Charitable Society was by this time defunct. 

In 1827, the Female Samaritan Society printed its constitution 
and by-laws, with a preamble stating that it was a well-known fact 
'' that the poor inhabitants of our village have increased within a 
few years and that demands upon the sympathies and charity of the 
benevolent are more frequent than formerly. In some cases of 
distress the relief afforded has been short of the actual wants of the 
sufferer, while in others, because more known, the supply has ex
ceeded what the case required. To render the distribution of charity 
more equal and effectual, it is thought expedient to form a society 
among the ladies of Worcester, to be known by the name of the 
Samaritan Society." (The printed form is Female Samaritan So
ciety.) "We propose to clothe the destitute, to provide bedding and 
other necessities for the sick and occasionally to assist in purchas
ing fuel.'' 

Article VI provides for cutting and preparing garments, and 
Article XI sternly reads as follows : 

"No children are to be clothed, unless the parents consent 
that they shall regularly attend public worship.'' 1 

A Prudential Committee selected from the '' elderly ladies'' of 
the Society was provided for. This is, I think, the first charitable 
organization of Worcester in the modern sense of the word, and 
sorry I am to say that how long it existed, what it did, and when 
it ceased its activities I do not know. Nothing, so far as I have as
certained, appeared in its place until 1847; so that it may have con
tinued to function for some twenty years. 

In 1833 the Young Men's Temperance Society was in existence, 
the Worcester Anti-slavery Society was organized in 1838 and to 
make a complete record and not to allow the Agricultural Society, 
alone of its kind, to be considered a charitable organization, I will 
state that the nucleus of the Worcester Natural History Society was 
here in 1828; the Worcester Horticultural Society was formed in 
1840 and the Worcester Mechanics Association in 1842. 

I 
\ 
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In 1839 appeared the Female Moral Reform Society, which, if not 
strictly charitable, was at least needed, if the address of one Mary 
Ann B. Brown before it, gives a real picture of the times; for among 
other '' fruitful sources of licentiousness and pollution,'' this lady 
considers the public amusements of the age as true head-liners, '' The 
most notorious being theatres, caravans and circuses, one exhibition 
in a town like "\Vorcester doing more to corrupt the children and 
youth than the united labors of parents and guardians can repair 
by months of diligent labor.'' Young men should evidently call only 
in the daytime, for: "No girl should allow a man to induce her to 
spend with him the hours allotted by God for nature's sweet re
pose." It should be early to bed and, presumably, also early to rise. 

No one who is inclined to speak of the degeneracy of the present 
times, should fail to read the address of Mary Ann Brown, who 
castigates the unfortunate females before her with a spiritual rod 
of iron. If we have been falling away from what she depicts as cus
tomary incidents in 1839, there is surely no hope for us, either in 
this world or the next. 

In 1847 a committee for the relief of the poor, which later called 
itself the Worcester Relief Society, was formed. At first it consisted 
of one member from each religious society in town; but later, as its 
activities increased, it divided the town into twenty-two districts, 
with twenty-two committees of visitors, each consisting of one gentle
man and two ladies. This society was organized '' to protect them
selves and the community from the frauds of vagrants and pro
fessional beggars and to relieve the deserving poor.'' 

It was functioning at least as late as 1857 and probably died 
when activities connected with the Civil War of 1861-65 absorbed 
all the energies of the inhabitants of the town. Each committee was 
to attend to '' such wants of the people in its district as do not come 
within the proper powers of the Overseers of the Poor." As a check 
against over-expenditure, eight dollars a month was allotted to each 
committee. They seem to have distributed from five to six hundred 
dollars yearly and to have assisted some 150 to 200 families during 
each twelve months. 

Their reports give intemperance as a factor in one-third of the 
cases brought to their attention. With the Children's Friend Soci-



398 EARLY CH AR IT ABLE ORGANIZATIONS 

ety, founded in 1848, this society covered the ground until the 
Female Employment Society of 1856 came to their assistance. 

To make a complete record of the older societies, now active, which 
originated about this time, I may state that the Enigkeit Lodge, 
D. 0. H., appeared in 1853; in 1855, the Quinsigamond Boat Club; 
the Worcester Musical Association, in 1858; the Socialer Turn 
Verein, in 1859; although the Female Employment Society of 1856 
is the only strictly charitable society in the list. 

The Children's Friend Society is, then, Worcester's oldest charity, 
and let no one think that the Female Employment Society of 1856 
is the one now in existence. It did some of the same work, but dis
appeared from the scene during the Civil War, the activities due 
to that war leaving, I presume, the women managers no time to at
tend to it. The Worcester Directory of 1856 states that its design is 
to furnish work, chiefly sewing, at a fair price to the industrious 
poor; finding a market for the various articles manufactured 
through its store on Pearl Street. '' It is a very convenient institu
tion for families who wish to put out plain sewing and especially 
for the lone bachelor, who may wish half a dozen shirts made up, or 
any little jobs of sewing done, saving him the trouble of hunting 
up some one to do his work and then of watching to see that it is 
done right, while at the same time it greatly aids many indigent 
persons in earning a living, who otherwise might require the aid 
of charity. Room in Foster's Block, on Pearl Street. Persis R. 
Davenport, Agent.'' 

This notice, in an abbreviated form, appears in the directory for 
1862, but after that is seen no more. Undoubtedly all its needle
women were drafted for war work. Every woman was making what 
was called lint, for the dressing of wounds. You took a square of 
old linen, preferably but not necessarily clean, raveled it, bunched 
the ravelings, packaged the bunches and sent the packages to the 
Sanitary Commission to use in dressing-I may say infecting-the 
wounds of the soldiers at the front and in the hospitals. 

One of my earliest recollections is sitting in a little chair and 
working like mad to accomplish my stint and get out to play. Much 
of this lint, as well as many other things, went to Clara Barton, who, 
as early as April 22, 1861, in an advertisement in the Worcester Spy, 
asked for supplies for the Massachusetts Sixth, then quartered in 
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the Senate Chamber at Washington, after its bloody baptism as 
it passed through Baltimore on its way to the Capitol. 

So much did I, a boy of eight, hear of Clara Barton during this 
time, that it seemed to me that the welfare of all our soldiers de
pended on that one woman; the only woman at the front, with her 
wagons, her drivers and her stores and the sight of her on one of 
her occasional visits to Oxford and to Worcester, ·to spur on our 
endeavors, made me willing to give up a large part of my playtime, 
in order to ravel more than my allotted amount of old linen. 

During the war, in 1863, the Irish Catholic Benevolent Society 
was founded. I do not find it in the 1924 directory. In 1864 the 
Y. M. C. A. began its activities. In 1866 the Freedmen's Relief 
Society was busy sending clothing, etc., to the released slaves, ex
pending during the year some $3,800 and sending barrels of cloth
ing and supplies to the Southern states. 

In 1864, the so-called Female College on Providence Street, (you 
will observe that during the first half of the 19th century, no woman 
was ever for a moment allowed to forget that she was a female), now 
Worcester Academy, was taken over by the Government for a hospi
tal. The buildings were empty, for the college had died several years 
before. Fourteen one-story wooden wards were built, the turreted 
building, still standing, was utilized, and Dale Hospital, with over 
eight hundred beds, was the first general hospital that Worcester ever 
saw, although devoted to wounded soldiers and wounded soldiers 
only. The war ending in 1865, the hospital was there but a year 
or two. 

From 1852 to 1865, the Children's Friend Society owned and 
used a wooden building on Shrewsbury Street, known to all and 
sundry as the Orphan's Home, to house its children. It stood just 
below the present Shamrock Street. In fact, it still stands, or at least 
a part of it does, having passed through two fires during its occu
pancy as an orphans' home. It was cut in two when Shrewsbury 
Street was widened. At the time Mr. John Waldo Lincoln gave the 
house to the Society and for some time afterward the present 
Shrewsbury Street was known as Pine Street and the whole district, 
during my boyhood and long after, was known as Pine Meadow, or 
colloquially, as '' The Medders.'' 

On Shrewsbury Street, in a building next to the wooden church 
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of St. Anne, the Reverend John J. Power established, January 1, 
1867, a hospital of a few beds, under control of the Sisters of St. 
Anne's Convent, for the benefit of girls living out in service. To 
encourage providence and maintain self-respect, a trifling monthly 
sum was required, by which the payee became entitled to a bed, 
nursing in time of sickness, or, to quote from their announcement: 
'' By payment of $3.00 any person may secure the right to a bed, 
with doctor's care, nursing and medicine for one year." 

Eight thousand three hundred dollars was obtained by a fair held 
in October, 1866, and about :fifteen patients were treated yearly for 
the next three or four years. This hospital was the :first general hos
pital in Worcester, if we ignore those established for inoculation with 
smallpox, in the previous century, and the Wellington Hospital, 
which, at his own expense, Mr. T. W. Wellington maintained on 
Mason Street, from January to October, 1863, for the benefit of 
sick and disabled soldiers and the Dale Hospital previously referred 
to. He placed in charge of this hospital one Lunsford Lane, once a 
slave, doctor by courtesy, who was assisted by his wife and daughter. 
Dr. Oramel Martin, surgeon of the Local Board of Enrollment, 
visited the sick. Thirty patients could be accommodated here and 
perhaps one hundred in all received treatment. 

The opening of the City Hospital, on the corner of Front and 
Church Streets, in 1871, had probably something to do with the 
abandonment of the Sisters' Hospital, as it was called. Dr. Leonard 
Wheeler, then younger than he is now, came to Worcester as its 
first superintendent. This hospital had, perhaps, six beds, the house 
standing on the lot being utilized for this purpose until after a short 
time the Jacques homestead on Wellington Street, with a wooden 
addition, became the City Hospital for the city of some 40,000 in
habitants. Eventually Jacques A venue was opened and the present 
position, then in the fields, far from any house, was selected for its 
site. 

When I was a boy, and up to 1870, the victim of a severe accident 
was either carried to the railroad station to await the :first train to 
take it to the Massachusetts Hospital in Boston, was taken home, 
was taken to the Poor Farm, or, for temporary purposes, to a small 
room in the basement of the old City Hall, Front and Main Streets; 
the room containing a cot, a chair, some bandages, splints, plaster, 
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etc. From this room the seriously sick or badly injured person must 
soon be sent in a hack or truck wagon to one of the three destinations 
spoken of above. 

Let me say in passing that the Female College with its one hun
dred students, all' of whom had to attend to some part of the domestic 
duties of sweeping, bed-making, dusting and other household duties 
even after it changed its name from Worcester F 'emale College to 
Ladies' Collegiate Institute, languished and died about 1860. 

In 1869 the home for aged females was organized. The home 
for aged men was incorporated in 187 4, the year before your or
ganization, but in 1871 a number of citizens formed the Worcester 
People's Club, from which I think it fair to say the present Em
ployment Society, the Boys' Club, the Flower Mission, and various 
other present existing charitable organizations derived the inspira
tion which led to their establishment. It had rooms in Grand Army 
Hall, open in winter from seven to nine, to boys and all that would 
aid in instruction and employment. 

Members of the Relief and Employment Committee were at the 
Hall Wednesday afternoons to receive orders for work, to sell gar
ments, and to give assistance to applicants, after careful inquiry, 
and sewing to such persons as were able to help themselves by doing 
work of this kind. The work of receiving and distributing fruit 
and flowers on Wednesdays was carried on by the club. The hos
pitality section was open every evening except Sunday. Entrance 
was free to members, five cents to others. Membership was one dollar 
a year. Henry Chapin was president in 1871, Dr. George E. Francis 
in 1872. It was called a Club for Hospitality, Education, and 
Benevolence. 

Societies of all kinds began to appear in the decade, 1865 to 1875: 

Ancient Order of Hibernians, 1867. 
Society St. Jean Baptiste, 1868. 
Knights of Pythias, 1871. 
Sons of St. George, 1872. 
Worcester Firemen's Relief, 1874. 

All these are and were semi-charitable, their charities limited to 
their membership. '' We visit our sick and we bury our dead,'' is, 
for instance, the motto of the Ancient Order of Hibernians. 
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In 1875 the Employment Society was established and, i the same 
year, the Worcester Historical Society. 

One society which is listed in the directory of 1924 as D. 0. H. 
Enigkeit Lodge, dates from 1853. I have been unable to unravel its 
initials, or ascertain its objects. It may be Daughters of Harmony. 
The D. may stand for Devils and the H for their residence. Initials 
are dangerous and I always rejoice when I see Worcester Historical 
Society and not W. H. S., for I graduated from the W. H. S. 
(Worcester High School) before the W. H. S., the second, appeared 
upon the scene. 

Would you care to know that horse racing on Main Street during 
the term of the Courts was prohibited as early as 1745, so that the 
populace was, perforce, driven to the sights at the pi ory, the 
stocks and the whipping post for its amusement during the intervals 
between the sittings; that sanatarians were early at work; that after 
1792, swine were no longer permitted to run at large on Main Street; 
that by 1811, rolling of hoops and playing of ball by children in the 
streets was a criminal act, nor could more than one cow to an owner 
graze in the public ways, even in the daytime. 

Worcester, in 1848, had 15,000 inhabitants, having doubled its 
population in eight years, come up from 3,650 in the thirteen years 
since 1825, and from about 2,000 in 1783. It is now, of course, larger 
by ten times than it was when the Children's Friend Society broke 
the ice and led the way for the numerous charities now existing. 

I cannot vouch for the accuracy of my cullings from a set oi 
directories, local histories, and pamphlets; but, such as they are, I 
am pleased to give them to you. For the first time since I have had 
the honor of being a member of this society, I have been asked to do 
something. I have waited a long time for the call and when it came 
my only regret was that it was so easy and so pleasant to respond 
to it. Call me again to do something for the hundredth am1iversary 
and if available, I shall be ready. 



THE RECIPROCAL I FLUE CE OF THE CITY AND 
COUNTY OF WORCESTER IN THEIR DEVELOPMENT 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by Charles H. Lincoln, January 11, 1929 

The relative advantages of urban and rural life have long caused 
differences of opinion among thinkers. Which is more profitable 
for the individual and which better promotes the welfare of the 
state? At the time of the settlement of a country, the newcomers 
must needs devote most of their attention to agriculture although 
rallying centers are soon demanded for defensive purposes, and 
small towns come into existence. With increasing population com
mercial and social activities call for an exchange center, and the 
city is needed. 

Worcester County has furnished an excellent example of this de
velopment in the location and occupation of the citizens of a progres
sive community. The first settlers lived upon the hills of Boylston, 
Leominster, Leicester, Rutland, Sutton and the present City of Wor
cester, which before 1800 was a village of 200 houses containing about 
2000 people. Remote from the coast and without navigable rivers the 
county had little to fear from any foreign enemy during the Colonial 
wars. New England was not subject to hurricanes sweeping the 
highlands, and her hill settlements gave warning of the approach 
of Indian adversaries, at the same time aiding the defense against 
any attack by these or other land forces . 

During this period no group of people in Central Massachusetts 
was larger than the present village and the problem of the com
parative effects of town and country life upon citizenship had not 
arisen. The question had been debated elsewhere, however, and 
the rivalry between the two methods of living had advanced progress 
in each instance. In many localities it had been found that the 
stability of a people ( a conservative force of great importance), was 
much aided by ownership of the home or by a financial reserve, the 
former more probable in the country, the latter in the city where 
land values were higher. These conditions had been exemplified in 
Britain and were familiar to the founders of New England. 

Under the feudal system the city was the birthplace of freedom 
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and the country was under restraint. Slavery, serfdom or similar 
conditions of dependence upon the owner-often an absentee land
lord-kept the rural laborer down while the towns were filled with 
self-employed men, the industrial reliance of their nation. In the 
centers of population also were the educational influences which 
favored progress. From these centers military leaders obtained 
the men for their armies, while civil rulers got manufactures for 
export and money to support the central governments. If the farms 
supplied most of the food and feudalism made the local authorities 
hostile to state and national governments in their gradual develop
ment, these aids to village liberty were but as a series of fortresses 
which protect the borders of a nation against attack but cannot in
vade the enemy's territory. With the continued growth of the 
central authority the local defensive units weakened in their in
fluence, but even in their weakness they remained the rea1 sureties 
of an independent democratic spirit. Industrial and social monopoly 
controlled the cities when political tyranny did not. For a time 
democracy demanded civil, industrial, and social liberty for the 
individual, and city life did not permit this independence. 

In the economic order of progress the position of town and country 
were reversed. Self-employment became the distinguishing mark 
of agricultural pursuits and, in the words of Professor Carver of 
Harvard, some of the deepest students of political and social ten
dencies doubt if democracy can ever develop a high state of efficiency 
except among self-employed people. The great majority of the 
workers in the large indoor factories of the cities were under bosses, 
while upon the characteristic one-family farm or in the small house
hold industry of Worcester County the relation of laborer and em
ployer was almost that of an equal partnership.• Men were more 
independent, even when working or walking alone throughout the 
country sections, than is the case today. The automobile had not 
arrived and highway robbery was unknown. 

This feeling is shown in the writing of the period. Rous.eau con
sidered the city as the center and source of human degradation and 

*The average farm of the 18th century Worcester County contained about 70 acres but 
hardly more than ten acres were cultivated. Occasionally, as in the case of Nathan Patch of 
Worcester, the farmer supplied tbe table for his tavern which its owner made his more 
remunerative occupation. So long as nearly all goods, later manufactured, we:re made by 
hand, class divisions were much less important. The keeper of the country stor e was the 
banker of the neighborhood and, with the clergyman and squire, composed such aristocracy 
as existed. 
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his thought was empha;Sized in America. Jefferson was a pronounced 
advocate of individual initiative and living in rural Virginia where 
the county rather than the town was the administrative unit, de
clared in 1781: '' Those who labor in the earth are the chosen people 
of . God .... The mobs of the great cities add just so much to the 
support of pure government as sores do to the strength of the human 
body."• 

Henry George went further: '' This life of the great cities is not 
the natural life of man. He must, under such conditions, deteriorate 
physically, mentally, morally. "t 

In 1844 Ralph Waldo Emerson thought that if the cities held an 
equal place in society it was because they drained the country towns 
of their best. Other writers like Max Nordau stressed the unfavor
able in:fluences of the city severely, and G. B. Longstaff, one of the 
best-known statisticians of England, so recently as 1893 concluded: 
'' That the town life is not so healthy as the country is a proposition 
that cannot be contradicted." One might visit the city but should 
live outside its borders. In the words of Theodore Roosevelt (1907): 
"No growth of cities, no growth of wealth, can make up for any loss 
in either the number or the character of the farming population!'' 

It will be noticed that I have used the past tense in this discussion 
of the economic and political advantages of the country. You may 
have wondered why this manner of statement. It is because such 
were the relative benefits of the rural community but they have not 
continued. Conditions have changed since 1800 until even the food 
on the city table is much more varied than that of its rural neighbor; 
and the old-time self-sufficient farm is rarely seen in Massachusetts. 
The marked inferiority of the distinctly country sections in pro
visions for public health and community sanitation as also for public 
education is well known. The press and the radio are doing much 
to equalize information facilities, but that very individuality which 
is considered a prominent blessing of rural life hinders united ad-

*In this matter as in some others Thomas Hutchinson, last royalist governor of Massa
chusetts, differed from Jefferson. The Massachusetts executive, at that time in the General 
Court, opposed the creation of Worcester County for the reason that it was composed so 
largely of hill country, spar sely inhabited, that it would never amount to anything. The 
industrial possibilities of the Blackstone and Nashua rivers from New Hampshire to Rhode 
Island were yet to be made evident in 1731 when the County was established or at the 
time of Jefferson's statement a half-century later. The two rivers were merely the center 
of a fertile valley which divided the eastern and western hills. 

tSocial Problems, p. 317. George could not anticipate the advantages of the automobile 
nor the changes resulting from increased interest in sports. 
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vance. Public and private charities are more efficiently conducted 
in important towns, and no resident of a city so large as Worcester 
lacks opportunity to become a member of some religious and social 
group which will broaden and strengthen his life. 

A century ago Chancellor James Kent of New York predicted that 
industrial employes would soon be unable to use their ballots freely 
according to the dictates of good citizenship.* If this condition 
exists today it is not because of city residence. Rural voters no less 
than their urban cousins are sometimes led by political bosses. The 
wider opportunity for mutual acquaintance within the city aids that 
assimilation of alien race or religious groups so essential to good 
citizenship. Although the governments of American cities are much 
criticized and the rapid growth of our municipalities has prevented 
the careful development through which our national institutions 
matured, European cities, if better governed today, have gone 
through like periods of corruption. Our cities have more duties than 
the nearby central governments of Europe have allowed towns to 
undertake. These many functions have caused a severe strain on 
our administrative machinery but unless we admit that the Amer
ican people are inferior to Europeans in political capacity we may 
confidently expect higher standards to prevail in American local 
government as the field of municipal activity becomes more distinct. 
Only corrupt men of wealth are dangerous. 

On the other side, if the strength of a nation depends upon a 
numerous peasantry, Russia should lead the world for hardly 12½% 
of her people live in Jefferson's mob-ridden cities. Few thinkers, 
however, will claim that Russia equals in civilization the more highly 
urbanized countries. Russia's greater area has not even given more 
or better food. New Zealand and the South African Union are the 
best examples of efficiently governed rural countries today, but it 
should be remembered that the founders of these nations inherited 
their political ability and customs from their urban English fathers. 

In America also the first immigrants from England, France, and 
Holland brought a store of political, religious, and social experiences 
with them. The Dutch Walloons and the French Huguenots, as 
well as the English Pilgrims, Puritans, Presbyterians, and Friends 
were well prepared to develop a stalwart civilization upon the west-

*Proceedings and Debates of the New York Const. Convention, 1821. 
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ern coasts 0£ the Atlantic Ocean. In the village church, store, and 
tavern was developed that habit 0£ cooperative discussion and action 
which made a new nation. 

The plantation system 0£ the Southern states lacked these spurs 
to united effort although political theory was no less influential. In 
consequence Patrick Henry and Jefferson could speak and write for 
our fathers in 1770, but the Northern colonies furnished the founda
tion 0£ political experience. The mother country wondered where 
America from Boston to Philadelphia obtained her sagacity in 
public affairs. Governor Shirley could have told her; or had she 
followed the advice 0£ Burke or Pitt and sent scouts into the stores 
and taverns 0£ New England she could have learned from their 
reports how to retain her colonies. Benjamin Franklin could have 
taught diplomacy to most Britons; the Adams family were states
men as were Morris and Washington. 

Today public sentiment crystallizes in the city more readily than 
in the country. Urban li£e £avors civil and political liberty because 
city voters are able to combine more effectively. It promotes initia
tive and leadership through increased competion. The movement to 
the cities is caused by economic forces and would not have taken 
place had it not favored economic efficiency. Emerson judged truly 
that the city draws to itsel£ many 0£ the highest grade rural people; 
but to a far greater extent than the thinkers 0£ a century ago antici
pated city and country have grown together and advanced unitedly. 
I£ the 19th century £armer who depended upon outside workmen 
had to defer to his helper when he wished to retain his services, the 
20th century employer, whether in city or country, has to give tact
ful consideration to all labor. Restricted immigration and work
men's unions have made the employe more independent at the same 
time that increased use 0£ machinery has multiplied the yield 0£ both 
rural and urban producer. That independence so highly praised 
as a rural product has by cooperation and administrative ability 
been extended to the city resident in a manner undreamed 0£ by 
earlier philosophers. Many urban statesmen have shown ability such 
as John Paul Jones had at sea and Nathanael Greene upon the land 
in the American Revolution. 

Between 1825 and 1925 the hours 0£ £arm labor needed to produce 
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20 bushels of wheat in the United States declined from 61½ to 
3½, and this decreased labor cost was duplicated in practically all 
crops where level fields as contrasted with New England 's rocky 
hills made farm machinery easily usable. In consequence Worcester 
County became a manufacturing district; and the former grain 
farms supplied dairy products, hay and table vegetables for the 
adjacent centers of population. Until 1840 the rivers of the county 
furnished sufficient water power for her mills; and the Blackstone 
Canal until 1834 and the rail way connection with Boston ( 1835), 
Norwich ( 1840), Providence ( 184 7), and Springfield ( 1849), 
brought the wood and later the coal for power where there were no 
waterfalls. These highways of commerce, with the northern rail
roads (1846-1849), gave an outlet for the manufactured product so 
that both urban and rural conditions were transformed.* 

The scientific information furnished by the agricultural colleges 
applied business methods to land cultivation. It aided the farmers 
of Massachusetts and Iowa, but brought different results in the 
two cases by showing the most profitable crop for each farm and 
the most efficient method of harvesting. In Worcester County it 
emphasized dairy, fruit, and poultry products as well as market 
gardening and indoor industry; in Iowa it increased the product 
of wide-spreading farm labor. The Eastern County brought the 
yield of farm, forest, and mine under its roofs and transformed it 
into :finished goods, while the ·western shire purchased more ma
chinery and manufactured commodities from the East. 

As early as 1830 the Blackstone River furnished power for 150 
plants employing 30,000 men. The next half-century saw a small 
increase in the number of Inills, but over twice as many operatives 
employed in them, with three times as great a product. The com
modities produced reached the consumer easily because of the large 
local market and improved railroad communication. In 1930 the 
annual value of Worcester's woolen and worsted manufactures 
alone was over $10,000,000. In her total manufactures she ranks 
second in New England, and although under a geographical handi-

*Lake Quinsigamond was considered so great an obstacle to railroad construction in 1830 
that the Boston line came near to passing on the southern side of Worcester, a route more 
n earl y in 1tccord with the direction of Springfield, the course of earlier travelers and. com
merce from Boston and Salem known as the Bay Path, and made famous by J'. G. Holland 
in his book of that name. 'l'he earlier name of Springfield was Agawam. 
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cap so far as western markets are concerned she is near the coast 
as the foreign field opens.• 

A different situation is noticeable also in the lumber industry. Of 
970,000 acres of land in rural Worcester County, 630,000 are forest 
or brush pasture with 350,000 better fitted for wood than for any 
other crop. The Massachusetts Forestry Association declares that 
much of our lumber might be produced at home, yet 80% of the 
amount used for building and woodworking came first from Maine 
and later from our Southern states, Canada, or the Pacific Coast. 

Much the same is true of sheep raising, so important a resource 
fifty years ago. Not over 10% of the number of sheep found in New 
England 's pastures in 1875 could be counted there today; but in 
harmony with the demand for diversification, improved sheep cul
ture is again advocated to accompany dairy farming, the resulting 
gain in meats for the local market giving the proprietor an im
portant secondary yield. In short, the present day emphasizes by
products as well as mass production. To quote Henry Ford : '' The 
moment the farmer considers himself as an individualist, with a 
horror of waste either in material or men .... his profits will be 
so satisfactory that farming will be considered as among the least 
hazardous of occupations and all will have enough to eat. '' '' The 
growth of the city is a good thing, but it must not be at the expense 
of the country. Let both advance harmoniously and concurrently!" 
( Theodore Roosevelt, 1907.) 

In this manner individualism will be strengthened and the urban 
and rural citizen brought together. The same result is being accom
plished as manufacturing plants move away from population cen
ters. The economic value of decreased rent has long been recognized; 
and the advantage of increased amounts of light and sunshine is 
being r ealized, especially in occupations such as printing where good 
eyesight and close application are required. Workmen must not 
strain their eyes at home, another reason why the urban employe 
is living .in the country much more than formerly. 

*This growth of new industries has been a ided by the increased u se of gas and electricity 
as power producers instead of water, or by steam from coal engines. During 1928 the 
Worcester Gas Light Co. delivered 255,375,000 cubic feet of gas to industries and the 
Electric Light Co. supplied its power cu stomers with 5,550,000 kilowatt hours in December 
alone. The total value of the products of Worcester's 515 manufactories in 1927 was over 
$190,000,000; the average number of workmen 1927·29 was 30,162, and over $40,000,000 
a year was paid in wages. The depression has largely decreased these figures but today 
is not a normal time. 
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During the fifteen years since the World War the number of 
houses in our nation has grown rapidly. House-building has sur
passed all previous records. Engineering and building contracts 
for residences in the first half of 1928 exceeded one and one-half 
billion dollars, nearly 20% more than for the corresponding period 
of 1927 and much more than during the average half-year of the 
previous decade. The work has been largely the replacement of 
houses built during the heavy immigration preceding the war and 
results from the improved character of American labor following 
our introduction of restriction, but the increase has been chiefly in 
rural construction. 

The total gain of 20% for the half-year was 5% more than the ad
vance in population for the decade 1910-20, but the increase in urban 
houses for our twenty-five largest cities was 10% less than that 
advance. More than this it has been the suburban sections of the 
cities which have yielded such gains as have there been made. We 
have seen the outlying streets of Worcester and the more traveled 
thoroughfares of our neighboring towns gradually become lined 
with homes until city and nearby county is almost one community. 
Here indeed is the secret of the progress of both city and county. 
They have advanced unitedly. Worcester's 200,000 people make her 
the largest inland city in America not located on a navigable water
way. Her automobiles and railroads furnishing close connections with 
the surrounding towns have broken down the rigidity of village life 
and given the entire county the benefits of nearly all the urban 
activities, for the real boundaries of a city today are marked out 
by its commuters. 

Not all of this advantage resulted from the building of railways. 
So early as 1783 the Massachusetts Spy called attention to the 
'' handsome stage waggons'' passing through Worcester on the route 
from Boston to Hartford with the consequent increase in the carry
ing of goods and news, "the whole or any part of the way." Other 
stage routes to the North and South followed the East and West 
venture, bringing additional sections of the county closer to its 
shire town.* Today when 90% of our families have automobiles 

*The opening of the Blackstone Canar in 1828 aided traffic to the south, but had few 
passengers . Early stage routes were from the present Cherry Valley to Worcester, from 
Barre to Worcester, and within the present city limits. The most famous owner of these 
lines was Ginery Twitchell of Athol (1811-83). About 1830 he was using over two hundred 
horses upon his various routes. As assistant superintendent, superintendent, and later 
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and telephones, and everyone can use the rural free delivery or street 
cars for shopping, the comparative importance of the steam railroads 
has diminished, but their construction from 1835 to 1850 marked 
Worcester's growth to city importance and increased the business 
unity of the county. 

Since 1848 despite several efforts to divide the territory, W orces
ter and her neighbors have drawn more closely together. Perhaps 
the most evident sign of this family growth has been the building 
movement to which I have referred. Another mark of union is the 
extent to which our large dry-goods and furnishing houses have ex
tended their trade into the surrounding county towns. One such 
firm states that its business outside the city is as extensive as within 
when the difference in population is considered. One of our largest 
wholesale houses reports only 10% of its county sales as outside the 
city, but states that of the goods purchased by urban dealers a con
siderable fraction is resold to rural citizens so that the real town 
and city distribution varies but little from the population ratio. 

When we turn from trade statistics to the character of Worcester 's 
people, the close connection between city and county is equally sig
nificant. Are Worcester's leading citizens of urban or rural birth? 
Are her institutions used by both county and city residents ? To 
what extent has the city aided the county and how much have the 
smaller communities contributed to the municipality 1 At the outset 
it should be stated that Worcester for the past twenty years has been 
about one-third foreign born. Our recently adopted policy of re
stricted immigratioR is decreasing this proportion, but the full effects 
of the change are not yet apparent. About the same number that 
were born under other flags were born within the city limits and 
another third has come to us from rural American homes. 

The national and state censuses are my authority for the first 
statement.• My other conclusions are based on several biographical 
accounts of Worcester's citizenship. According to one such work 
president of the Boston and Worcester Railroad, 1848-66, ~vitchell is an excellent repre
sentative of the transition from stage to railway traffic. The Worcester office of the Northern 
and Southern stage in 1830 was at Cyrus Stockwell' s Central Hotel. See Stockwell' s 
Account against John Davis of December 18, 1830, in the manuscript collections of this 
Society. The reference to the atage wagons is from the Spy of October 30, 1783; and we 
all know how necessary the aut.omobile is today. 

*During 1928, of 3,997 births in Worcester, 2,227 were of native, 1,008 of foreign , and 
702 of mixed parentage. For the county the figures were 8,889, 4,844, 2,247, and 1,798 
respectively. The county has about 1,500 square miles with over 500,000 people of whom 
200,000 are in Worcester. 
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published in 1919 and giving biographies of 1215 representative 
citizens, but 487 were born in any city and but 362 or 30% in the 
city of Worcester. Over twice as many (728) were natives of rural 
communities of which our own county towns furnished 262. In 
other words, 60% of Worcester's representative citizenship is rural 
born, and 42% of those born in our county came from its towns 
and villages. A second series of biographies published in 1924 and 
covering the county furnishes practically the same ratio for its 
Worcester residents. According to this compilation 62½ % of 
Worcester's population is rural born, and 43% of the persons com
ing from Worcester County are from the rural sections. 

This proportion between city and county is true for the alumni 
and students of our l'eading educational institutions supported by 
private funds. Of 284 Worcester County students at our Polytechnic 
Institute 1927-28, 40% (113) were from other than Worcester 
homes. Of the county students ( 53) at Worcester Academy during 
1932 45% (24) were from the rural towns. At Holy Cross College 
37½% (82) of the student body coming from the entire county 
(220) had their homes outside of Worcester, while at Clark Uni
versity the percentage was 30 (36 of 122). Twenty-two of the 54 
members of the class of 1929 at Clark were from Worcester, a ratio 
of over 40%. 

Thus the proportion for the four schools is 37½% or 38% de
pending on whether the four distinct ratios or the whole student 
body be used as the basis for securing the final average. These sum
maries do not include the second generation. If we should add to 
the number of our citizens born outside of Worcester those whose 
parents were newcomers, the proportions would be considerably 
larger; for with each generation the population of a large com
munity becomes more stable and more newcomers are required to 
maintain a given ratio. 

It may be urged that the examples cited are not sufficient to 
furnish valid conclusions for a city of 200,000 people, but in reply 
to any such possible criticism I suggest that the proportion of urban 
born in the lists used is possibly higher than for the unlisted thou
sands. Old families rather than recent arrivals are found in bio
graphical registers and are also better represented in our endowed 
schools. Even if Emerson 's belief of 1844 that the city drains the 
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country of its best be accepted today, these newcomers do not find 
their way immediately into biographical dictionaries. On the other 
hand, the children of parents who contributed much to Worcester's 
growth during the past generation have rarely been separated from 
their heritage. The laborer rather than the employer has come from 
the country town and has neither made his way into the biographical 
accounts nor sent his children to the endowed schools. Our per
centages of county-born citizens, when based on the authorities 
quoted, are therefore too small rather than too large. 

In return for the assistance received from the county, Worcester 
has helped her surrounding towns by the educational advantages she 
has given them. The example of her public schools and libraries has 
done something, and the opportunity of using her endowed schools 
and research libraries has availed more. The figures given show the 
manner in which these offered advantages have been accepted. An
other hint is found in the out of town persons who use the reference 
room of our public library, to say nothing of those who seek and 
find help in other collections of books, manuscripts, and prints main
tained within the city. Many non-residents take books from the 
reference department of the public library and who will estimate 
the educational profit of the newspaper, the radio, and the printing 
press-all city products! 

It is worth noting at this point that 38% of the alumni of our 
endowed schools and colleges living in the county find their homes 
outside the city limits, and 30% are both resident and working in 
the rural section. These proportions are practically the same as those 
for the students of the same institutions although the individuals 
differ in the two cases. In reliance upon these various sources there 
are to be found scattered throughout Worcester County many social 
and educational centers, from the family with several members par
ticipating in profitable discussion to the library or reading circle of 
the village; which together constitute a firm rival in influence to the 
village store of the early 19th century. The same questions are con
sidered in city and county, and gradually the same conclusions are 
being reached. If more people come to the city for diversion than 
wa:s the case seventy-five years ago, it is but another mark of county 
union, for as many from the city find recreation outside her borders, 
and the city resident takes his home influence with him. 
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In political matters Worcester City and County have for years 
acted together . By cooperative effort the County came into existence 
in April, 1731, under Governor Belcher .* Worcester was selected as 
shire town, thus giving its name to the county, rather because of its 
central location than because of strenuous effort on its own part to 
secure a prize. Other towns-Brookfield, Lancaster, Mendon and 
Sutton-were larger and wealthier. In the opinion of some thinkers 
court sessions held in shire towns were very apt to bring degrading 
influences in their train and for that reason they hoped Worcester 
would not be the capital of the county. 

Another excellent example of harmonious political action may be 
seen in the men whom the Worcester district has elected to represent 
her in our National House of Representatives. Our first Representa
tive, Jonathan Grout of Petersham, had served in both the French 
War and the Revolution while his F ederalist opponent, Timothy 
Paine of Worcester, was somewhat handicapped by Loyalist ante
cedents. For the following (second ) Congress Artemas Ward of 
Shrewsbury defeated both Grout and John Sprague of Lancaster, 
serving until 1795, although for the second half of this period Ward 
shared his honors with Dwight Foster of Brookfield as the second 
Massachusetts district consisted of Berkshire, Hampshire, and 
Worcester Counties and elected four representatives, two of whom 
were from our own towns. 

During the following century 21 men were sent by the Worcester 
District to the House of Representatives at Washington. Eleven of 
these were residents of county towns, among them such men as 
Dwight Foster of Brookfield, Charles Hudson of Westminster, and 
Amasa Walker of North Brookfield. From this city came Charles 
Allen, Eli Thayer, and George F . Hoar. The last two of these men 
were not born in Worcester; and John Davis, perhaps Worcester 
County 's foremost national legislator before the Civil War, is 
claimed by Northboro, his birthplace, by Spencer where he lived 
for years, and by Worcester, his home during his period of service. t 

*Worcester County was incorporated by an act passing the General Court April 2, 1731. 
It included parts of H ampshire, Middlesex, and Suffolk Counties-one, eight and six towns 
respectively. It took effect J uly 10, and the county was given certain adjacent lands by 
Act passed April 12, 1753. 

tDavis served in the House of R epr esentatives from 1825 to 1834; in the Senate 
1835-1840, and 1845-1853. Levi Lincoln, another pr ominent statesman of Worcester 
County before 1860 came from this city, Eli Thayer the able advocate of free soil was 
born in Mendon, later liv ing in Worcester , and Char res Allen is claimed by Braintree and 
the shire town. 
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It is readily seen from this list that between the inauguration of 
our present national government and 1895 urban and rural sections 
of the county had an almost equal number of representatives from 
the Worcester District. What is even more interesting is that if 
terms of service be compared, city and towns held the offices fifty
three years each. During the last thirty-eight years the whole county 
has been in no one district so that it is impossible for either an urban 
or rural citizen to be the sole representative of both city and county. 
It has been the feeling of Worcester County national legislators, how
ever, during this later period that the interests of city and county 
have been inseparable, and that each of her sixty-one communities 
shows the progress and prosperity of the whole. Who would say 
that in the present differences of political views city and country 
are on opposite sides or that financial opinion is united in either 
section 1 Each party claims it is working for the best interests of 
both city and country. 

The religious history of our county illustrates the same principle. 
During the first years the colonial church building with its spire 
pointing to God in His heaven and its nave signifying the social and 
religious ideals and needs of the congregation furnished one of the 
finest, because one of the most representative types of architecture 
America has given the world. These buildings were the homes of 
Congregational religious societies as early as 1716 and were some
times used as judicial centers. Since then this denomination has 
continued, and for a century was the most effective religious organ
ization in both city and county. In the latter portion of this period, 
other religious groups appeared and in several instances the rural 
parish led the way to the city. 

In an earlier article I have spoken of the Monthly Meetings of 
the Friends at Uxbridge and Leicester dating from July, 1783, as 
the antecedents of the Worcester society. Charlton, at that time a 
part of Oxford, had Baptist services as early as 1762, the parish 
being incorporated in 1804. The covenant of the Grafton Baptist 
Church was signed by fifty-two members in 1767, and there were at 
least three persons of that denomination in Worcester in 1795. * 

*Dolly Flagg, Dr. John Green, and Amos Putnam were the most prominent Baptists 
in Worcester in 1795. James Wilson who came from Newcastre-on-Tyne, England, in this 
year was a fourth ardent supporter of the Baptist faith. Rev. William Bentley remained 
in charge of this church until June, 1815. He was .succeeded in September by Rev. Jona
than Going, who organized the church school. 
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Brookfield and Leicester also had Baptist families and on Decem
ber 9, 1812, a Baptist Mission was founded in Worcester under the 
care of Rev. William Bentley and supervised by the mother church 
at Tiverton, R. I. Delegates from churches in Charlton, Grafton, 
Leicester, Sutton, and Providence formed the council which assisted 
in the organization of the Worcester church. The influence of 
Worcester members of the Putnam family of Charlton, the Fosters 
from Brookfield, and the Greens from Leicester in the formation of 
this new parish was marked, and this church gave to the county its 
first Sabbath school. 

Although Rev. Freeborn Garrettson looked over the ground in 
1790, the Methodists of Worcester were not sufficient in number to 
warrant a church at that time. Occasional services were held during 
the next two decades and Rev. John E . Risley of the Milford Meth
odist Circuit of 1790 preached at Worcester in 1823. Nine years 
later a permanent society was formed, and on July 8, 1834, a local 
church was established under Rev. George Pickering. This denom
ination has increased steadily since that date. 

In the same year the Universalists began their work here under 
the guidance of their Oxford Society, definite organization dating 
from June 3, 1841.* In 1834 also Rev. James Fitton of Hartford was 
selected by Bishop Fenwick of the Roman Catholic Communion at 
Boston to visit Worcester once a month although his audience came 
largely from Clappville and Millbury, where laborers on the Black
stone canal and the Boston railroad had their homes. 

At about the same time ( 1835-36) the Episcopalians held services 
within the bounds of the present city. These were conducted by Rev. 
Thomas H . Vail, but no permanent parish was organized until July 
21, 1843. We have already noted 1835 as marking the transition 
period to the commercial and economic unity of Worcester County. 
The same date may, without serious error, be taken as that from 

*Among the manuscripts of this Society is a copy by Nancy Meriam of NorU1 Gore, 
Oxford, of a twenty-one-page sermon preached at Rutland, Vt., on "Universal Salvation, 
A Very Ancient Doctrine with some Account of the Life and Character of its Author." 
This sermon by Rev. Lemuel Haynes outlines the origin of the Universalist faith thus: 
The happiness of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden was exceptional, for there was 
but one tree of whose fruit they were forbidden to eat. Into this garden "a certain preacher 
in his journey came and disturbed their p eace and tranquillity by endeavoring to reverse 
the prohibition of the Almighty by declaring: 'Ye shall not surely die if ye eat of the fruit 
of this tree . . .' The preacher I would observe has many names given him in the Sacred 
Writing; the most common is the devil." There is much more condemning Universalism, 
but I quote no further as my purpose is merely to show that the belief had adherents in 
the county as early as 1820, else it would not have been considered necessary for a 
Sabbath-school teacher of 1819 to warn her students against the doctrine. 
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which Worcester has shared her religious life with her neighbors 
and received new impulses from them. Because of this interchange, 
progress and harmony have more and more replaced divisions based 
upon racial and religious traditions. 

The story is the same in all lines of activity. The county center 
has developed the more backward communities by loans, by sharing 
its educational resources and by sending out individuals prepared to 
use their knowledge for the mutual benefit of city and county. From 
the center has come commercial leadership without industrial domi, 
nation, for the city has obtained from the country a new vigor which 
has helped to maintain the efficiency of the urban population. As 
the modern church building signifies a wider field of activity than 
the old or as the federated church is replacing the struggling and 
competing units of varying creeds, so the County of Worcester once 
divided into forty-one small political, industrial and social com
munities, each a rival of its neighbors, is becoming a harmonious 
family. Since 1763 various attempts to divide the County have 
failed,• for easier communication by stage, railroad, and automobile 
has gradually brought its members more closely together. 

This change of sentiment is important, for the relation between 
population centers and their contributing suburbs is ever becoming 
more significant in our local and national life. The more fully city 
and county supply each other's needs, the more ideal becomes their 
relationship. Worcester County began her life as a group of dis
connected farms. Gradually competition increased as connections 
became closer. Later development has multiplied productive re
sources, changed competition to cooperation until today rural and 
urban activities supplement each other. The result has been an in
creased total of economic and social welfare created by all and shared 
by its creators. Today Worcester County is doing much for state 
and nation. With her rural and urban interests cooperating har
moniously she faces the future with confidence. She believes herself 
able to excel her past attainments, is not cast down by present indus
trial and financial conditions; and will not allow any group or any 
one of her citizens to live or labor under circumstances which are 
injurious to the common welfare. 

*See: Wore . Hist. Soc . Publications, N. S. I , 169, where these attempted divisions are 
discussed. 



WILLIAM WOODWARD 

Memorial Sketch by Z. W. Coombs 

William Woodward was born in Worcester Oct. 23, 1856, and died 
there Dec. 31, 1933. He was the son of Francis Gardner and Mary 
Phillips Woodward, and came of Revolutionary ancestry. Educated 
in the public schools of his native town, he was graduated from the 
Worcester High School in 187 4, and entered at once upon the career 
of a banker. In this calling he achieved marked success, rising from 
the position of clerk i'n the old Central National Bank, to that of 
cashier. 

In 1903 this bank was amalgamated with four other banks of the 
city and Mr. Woodward remained with the new bank until 1905, 
having as his especial field the adjustment of outside business mat
ters for the new consolidation. His work led him to becoming inter
ested in the Allen-Higgins Wall Paper Company of this city, which 
was in financial difficulties. The bankers who were interested in this 
concern were on the point of giving it up to its creditors, saving what 
they could. 

Mr. Woodward saw possibilities in the business, purchased it in 
1907, and placed it on a firm and prosperous basis. This successful 
undertaking was only one of many that he carried out after he had 
withdrawn from active banking. He had early become interested in 
the administration of trusts, in bankruptcy, and receivership mat
ters, and his skill in such cases, together with his absolute fidelity 
and uprightness, kept him constantly occupied. 

Mr. Woodward's record in church and in civic matters was not
able. For almost fifty years he was a member of Piedmont Congrega
tional Church, having previously been a member of the old Salem 
Square Congregational Church. In Piedmont Church he served on 
the standing committee for forty years, was auditor for fifteen, and 
was chairman of the special committee on the Fiftieth Anniversary 
of the church. For this celebration he compiled the historical sketch. 
Two years ago he became a member of Union Church. For many 
years he was an active member of the Worcester Congregational 
Club. 

Interested in all good works of a civic nature, Mr. Woodward was 
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active in the Young Men's Christian Association, serving as its 
president from 1883 to 1885. During his administration the mem
bership of the association was increased to over 1000, and through 
this increase and the stimulated interest in the city, the fine new 
building of the Association on Elm Street was made possible. At 
the laying of the corner-stone of this new structure, Mr. Woodward 
read the historical address; the dedicatory address being delivered 
by Dwight L. Moody. Mr. Woodward served on the board of direc
tors of that association for many years, and never lost his interest in 
the welfare of young men. 

P erhaps one of the most important services rendered to the city 
by Mr. Woodward was his work in connection with the reorganiza
tion and rehabilitation of the Worcester Historical Society, a work 
which was shared by our Executive Director, Professor Cutler, to 
whom equal credit is due. Under the direction of these two men fi
nancial support was secured, the collections were reorganized, and 
the building was renovated and improved; in short the Society en
tered upon a new lease of life. To Mr. Woodward and to Professor 
Cutler may justly be ascribed therefore the actual existence and 
present prosperity of this Society. During his presidency of the 
Society Mr. Woodward worked unceasingly for its success, and after 
his retirement from office his interest in it never flagged. He was 
most effective in organizing historical material, in compiling volumes 
on matters of local history, of his own travels and those of his family, 
and on Piedmont Church. He organized and maintained to date a 
carefully indexed file of newspaper clippings relating to local his
tory. Of especial note were three memorial volumes concerning the 
late Senator Hoar, which Mr. Woodward compiled immediately after 
Mr. Hoar's death in 1904. These volumes, of great value, in preserv
ing facts of the senator's life and funeral services, were presented 
to the library of Clark University. 

Active as Mr. Woodward was in so many fields of civic usefulness, 
he nevertheless found time to write many articles on his favorite 
subject, banking. To the Bankers' Magazine he contributed a series 
of papers on the history of savings banks in Massachusetts, and these 
papers were later collected and published in book form, the title 
being, '' History of Savings Banks in Massachusetts.'' For the same 
magazine he wrote a series of papers on '' Our Future Money,'' and 
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these were afterward published in book form. These works indicate 
deep thought and sound common sense, qualities that were character
istic of the writer. 

Such a man naturally became affiliated with many organizations. 
Mr. Woodward was one of the founders of the Federated Charities 
of Worcester, serving as vice-president for several years. He had 
been a director of the Children's Friend Society for a long period, 
a trustee of the Peoples' Savings Bank, a director of the Worcester 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company and a director of the Chamber of 
Commerce. He was a charter member of the Economic Club, and 
belonged to the Sons of the American Revolution, also to the Society 
for the Preservation of New England Antiquities. A charter mem
ber of the Memorial Home for the Blind, he had served as its treas
urer for eighteen years. He had been a trustee of Doane College, 
Crete, Nebraska, and was for many years secretary and treasurer of 
the Home for Aged Women. He was a trustee and clerk of the 
Baldwinville Hospital for Children, for several years, was president 
and director of the City Missionary Society, and a commissioner of 
Hope Cemetery from 1906 to 1929, for three years acting as Chair
man of the Commission. He also served on many city committees 
appointed for special occasions. 

Mr. Woodward was long a member of the Worcester Historical 
Society and was president of the Society from 1920 to 1922 and 1926-
1928. To us of the Society his connection with it and his faithful 
service when this service was most needed make a powerful appeal. 

On the sixth of September, 1883, Mr. Woodward married Caroline 
I. Stone, of Auburn, Massachusetts, the daughter of Elisha and 
Hannah H. P. Stone. Besides his wife he leaves four children, Mrs. 
Hugh C. Stewart, of Detroit, Michigan, Walter F. Woodward, of 
Greenville, South Carolina, George W. Woodward, of Hartford, 
Connecticut, and Harold S. Woodward, of New Rochelle, New York. 
Three grandchildren also survive. 

William Woodward was a splendid type of New England gentle
man. Quiet and unassuming, he nevertheless had a remarkable gift 
of accomplishing tasks and of securing results. His ideals were 
always high, and every good cause found in him a friend. To him 
and to his co-worker, Executive Director Cutler, this Society owes 
not only its present prosperity and effectiveness but its very exis-



WILLIAM WOODWARD 421 

tence today. They took it when it was approaching shipwreck, and 
they steered it safely, reorganized and strengthened, through the 
treacherous reefs and shoals, to a new life of utmost value to this 
community. Such men as Mr. Woodward, in their quiet way, have 
made city, state, and nation what they are and what they ought to 
be. We mourn his passing from the scene of his earthly activity and 
accomplishment, but we rejoice greatly that he has lived among us, 
and we know that his good works and his influence will abide in this 
community for years to come, made richer for what he was and for 
what he did. 



WORCESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Annual Report of the Executive Director (for the year, lVIay 31, 
1932 to June 1, 1933) rendered June 9, 1933 

Total number of visitors 
Total number of accessions, 

to Library, including lVIss. 
to Museum 

Total annual income, 
from membership dues, 
from interest on invested funds 

2788 

216 
175 

$909.00 
$2,037.21 

$2,946.21 

Total expenditures, $2,856.56. 

Real estate free from debt valued at $27,900. 

Beyond these bare statistics it has been my thought that perhaps 
reports from the Director for this year just closed need not go. lVIy 
full and carefully studied report of a year ago was printed in detail 
in our April publication, and conditions at your headquarters have 
not to outward appearance greatly changed since then. In connec
tion with that report I took the liberty of making some forward-look
ing suggestions that seemed to me worth your consideration. So far, 
however, they have drawn out very little comment, and you surely 
will not wish the valuable time of this meeting taken up with another 
installment of results of my personal observations among museums 
elsewhere or of my personal study of plan and policy in administer
ing our own institution. I grow no less confident of the public 
importance of the work we are trying to do or of the instruction and 
recreation to be derived from our large and growing and valuable 
collections; but a lengthy report at this time on what I may have 
learned through our various contacts with people and institutions 
could do little or nothing to quicken public realization of our needs 
as a society or your satisfaction in lending support to this particular 
institution of fifty-eight years' standing in ·worcester. 

The meeting here of the Bay State Historical League last April 
has been pronounced a decided success both by those of our own 

I 

J 
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membership who took time to attend and by letters from officers and 
members of the League itself who came to us from a distance. We 
owe very much to those of our number who in self-sacrificing spirit 
contributed greatly to make this a marked feature of our season's 
activities. 

The New England Conference of the National Association of 
Museums is to meet in Worcester next October. For this occasion 
we share with other older, larger, and wealthier local institutions the 
responsibilities of hosts. It will bring together interesting and inter
ested people from a wider section of the country, but I can not 
venture the assertion that you will find it more worthy of your con
sideration than was the April meeting just referred to. 

The eight regular monthly meetings of the Society have entered 
into our history, and some have thought them well worth while. 
Those who have not attended will not know what they have missed 
or what they have escaped, even if this report were to attempt a char
acterization of them. The secretary has done this in his discriminat
ing reports from time to time. 

The closing of the building to children below the seventh school 
grade has somewhat simplified the problem of administration, and 
can not be thought to have lessened the aggregate service of the Socie
ty to the community. Young children can still come if accompanied 
by parent or teacher. You have perhaps noted that the total num
ber of visitors this year is distinctly larger than that of the season 
of 1931-32. 

The Special Temporary Exhibits should attract your fuller atten
tion, for they have been of much significance. The Tilton Collection 
has only temporarily given way to the exhibit you certainly will wish 
to see tonight, that of the important accessions to both Library and 
Museum from the estate of :Miss F 'rances C. Morse. The very signi
ficant addition to the income-producing funds of the Society from 
this same source can hardly be suggested under the glass of a muse
um case, but it will find important place in the report from the 
Treasurer when this bequest has been paid in. These Morse bequests 
to the Museum, temporarily shown together downstairs, are of intrin
sic value in themselves, and are important also as enduring evidence 
of the good will of a long-time friend of our Society who will no 
longer lend visible support in our task. 
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You may perhaps expect me also to make mention in some, even 
if slight, detail of other gifts of the year besides those coming by 
will from Miss Morse directly. The full set of Mrs. Alice Morse 
Earle's books, together with Miss Morse's own book on "Furniture 
in the Olden Time'' and her copy of Eduart 's book on Silhouettes 
we owe to the courtesy of Mrs. Moore, Miss Morse's niece, though 
they, like the Staffordshire plates, the pewter communion set, and 
the West borough chair, are all from Miss Morse's own collections. 

As the Accession Books will show, other valuable gifts-largely 
to Mrs. Forbes's exceedingly interesting department of costumes
have come from Dr. and Mrs. S. B. Woodward, from Mrs. S. T. 
Hobbs and others; Rogers Groups have been received from Mrs. Gray 
and the Andrews family, Indian relics from Dr. Brown, whose ex
tensive collections of Indian tools and implements were shown for a 
week at the Maclnnes store and are now at the Chicago Exposition. 
Many other important historical symbols, too numerous to mention 
individually but all duly recorded and acknowledged, are worthy of 
individual mention if space allowed. 

All such details as I have been enumerating have to do with the 
outward, visible activities of your organization. Besides, there is 
the mass of work that goes on unobserved and perhaps unrealized, 
the value of which may not come to light till in the indefinite fu
ture, when perhaps some student will find invaluable assistance 
through the use of Dr. Lincoln's catalogue of the manuscripts or 
Mr. Colegrove 's carefully prepared files of printed matter. This 
organization of material is what makes a library out of just piles of 
merely manufactured pamphlets and books or scribbled sheets of 
paper; it is what transforms mere junk into a library or a museum. 
Without this we are just a rubbish heap. With it we hope to be 
recognized as a worthy part of the educational system. 

To carry this idea a little further: The best classified and organ
ized and labelled collection of things may remain limp and lifeless 
and useless unless interpreted through vital, human personality. A 
library must have a live ·librarian; curators of a real museum are 
something vastly different from a burglary alarm or plain-clothes 
men. An alert, studious, friendly corps of executives, people fami
liar with the story of the community and in sympathy with all sorts 
and conditions of hungry and thirsty minds, have a vital part in 
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administering an institution like the one for which you are respon
sible when you elect your officers. Mark Hopkins, a log, and a boy 
made a nineteenth century university. A pair of millstones or a 
Peter Whitney history or a Beaman Ms. with a historically-minded, 
sympathetic man beside them comes nearer to being a museum or a 
library than is a collection of thousands of dusty, uninterpreted tools 
and other symbols of a neglected past. 

It may be much the same with an institution on its organizational 
side. Endowments, a building, and a set of by-laws do not make a 
historical society. There must be plan, system, orderly conduct of 
business, study of a widening opportunity, and search for the right 
people to lead toward the real end in view; there must be an enlarg
ing group of friends ready to do their part in obtaining results. All 
this and more makes an organization out of mere brick and stone 
and junk heaps. This broad chasm the Worcester Historical Society 
has not yet fully crossed. Through orderly business methods, more 
intelligent study of our problem, a clearer grasp of the fundamental 
relation between the past, the present, and the future it is yet to 
emerge into that degree of aliveness that will make it worthy of the 
task that was assigned it fifty-eight years ago. Perhaps we need a 
new constitution; perhaps we need more members; perhaps more 
funds; perhaps we need more power of imagination to realize why 
we hold a valuable piece of real estate free from taxation because 
we are supposed to be an educational institution. We certainly 
need, as everyone who comes to see our collections recognizes, more 
floor and wall space for the effective utilization of our treasures. 
It is particularly along this line of effective, orderly, businesslike 
administration that Mr. Whitman's cooperation is to be more and 
more appreciated. With no janitor or uniformed attendants on the 
three floors of the building, no office clerks, a cleaning woman only 
two mornings a week, no active committees to care for countless de
tails, with much coming and going during the active part of the day 
and more than can be generally known during what may be thought 
of as inactive, it goes without saying that the four who are regularly 
present in the afternoon do not stand idle at the windows watching 
the varied activities of Armory Square. 

To some extent, as appears from facts above stated and suggested, 
our organization is proving itself of some interest to its members 
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and to a visiting and contributing public. But its main purpose is 
not to relieve congestion of things in crowded households, nor to 
amuse the curious nor to invite reminiscence. It represents abroad 
in the community the important idea that '' The past lives in the 
present and moves with the present into the future.'' It is not for us 
to encourage, as so many are doing, the basing of one's philosophy of 
life on the two premises that history is bunk and the past has been 
all wrong, and from these premises to deduce the conclusion that 
nothing is really wholesome for a lost social order but the latest 
devices for reducing honest work to a minimum by labor-saving in
ventions and for stilling a normally sensitive conscience by varied 
diversions. Amusing, entertaining, diverting a morally earnest peo
ple is quite a different matter from furnishing recreation through 
remembering things, not through trying to forget them. Our time 
needs to think upon the sources and springs from which the present 
comfort comes while lamenting the immediate need of opportunity 
for honest work of which the past has had an over-supply. 

We welcome to our building in particular those who are interested 
in some line of studious inquiry, whether family or local history or 
industrial and social progress, and we find that we have valuable 
resources for such students. F 'or the many who come in need of 
recreation or encouragement in days of depression or incentive, we 
take much satisfaction in pointing to the resourcefulness of those 
who have gone before us in meeting their peculiar difficulties, in 
widening their outlook upon nature, truth, and duty. 

With young people in particular we insist that our growing mu
seum is not just a collection of thousands of individual things, but 
rather that as a whole it is a demonstration of the progress of Wor
cester in making a living while developing a wholesome community 
life. So we begin the story with the old bear-trap and the fishing ap
paratus, or with the one-piece stone implements of the Indians. Then, 
as the story goes on, the inventive white people needed tight barrels 
in which to send their fish or their furs back to the old country to be 
exchanged for the much-needed cash or articles for barter with the 
natives, and so there is the generations-old Lincoln cooper's shop. 
Then come on in succession all the agricultural, dairying, textile and 
cooking tools, the traveling equipment, the governor of that marvel
ous Merrifield engine, the Spy printing press, the Emerson wood-
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engraving exhibit, the successive stages in musical instrument manu
facture and the expression of good taste, morals, and art, and all the 
other intermediate and succeeding details of the narrative of the 
attainment of what we claim as our civilization-each stage sug
gesting some useful Worcester industry, some Worcester way of 
making a living. 

It is a beautiful and important work you are engaged in while you 
are supporting the Worcester Historical Society, and I, as your di
rector, wish you further success as you build more largely upon the 
foundation laid long ago and upon the superstructure extended 
through a succession of yesterdays. 

We receive little publicity through the daily press, but through 
the widely distributed This Week in Worcester you may have m~in
tained some regular contact with your institution, and Prof. 
Coombs's advancing summary of Worcester's history must have 
helped you to realize something of the zest and interest and enlight
enment that may come through familiarity with '' a nation's le
gends,'' the '' ballads of a people.'' This resource is abundant" and 
cumulative while dividends are cut and bank deposits are withheld. 
I suppose our work here ought to advertise itself, but we greatly 
need your continued support and your friendly words. 

Respectively submitted, 

U. Waldo Cutler 
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