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DANIEL HENCHMAN, THE FOUNDER OF WORCESTER 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by l\1rs. Harriette M. F orbes, May 8, 1931 

There was a very distinguished hunting party in 1485, when 
Henry the VII and his nobles for a long day chased the wild buffalo. 
Among the huntsmen was a young man named Crosborough, who 
kept constantly at the king's side. When the chase was over, Henry 
turned to him and said, '' Crosborough, thou art a veritable hench
man,'' and thereupon the young gallant begged the favor of being 
permitted to assume that name. The coat-of-arms granted to him 
has on a silver shield three royal lions rampant, and three black 
bugle horns, and the crest is a buffalo's head. The motto '' Pro amore 
Dei,' '-For the Love of God. 

Some member of the family brought these arms to Massachusetts 
in the seventeenth century, for in 1697 they are used on a paper 
appointing Hannah (Felton) Endicott guardian of her three chil
dren. The descendants of Daniel Henchman of Worcester also have 
in their possession today a very old illuminated copy of the same. 
But Daniel Henchman himself came to our shores with no blasts 
of bugle horns or display of nobility. 

As we read the story of how Worcester came into being two 
centuries and a half ago, it seems as if he, more than any other, 
is entitled to the honor of being called our Founder, a story which 
has often been told. We have read many times of the grants ac
corded by the General Court to those whom they wished to reward, 
in the heart of the wilderness, and how, finally, in 1664 these 
grantees got together and petitioned the Court for a committee to 
view the country, with the end that they might determine whether it 
were a meet place for a plantation. This committee, or rather its 
successor, report in 1668, recommending that a prudent and able 
committee be appointed and empowered '' to lay out a town, to admit 
inhabitants, and order the affairs of the place, in forming the town 
granting lots and directing and ordering all matters ef a pruden
tial nature, until the place be settled.'' 

The report was approved and the committee appointed: Capt. 
Daniel Gookin, Capt. Thomas Prentice, Mr. Daniel Henchman, soon 
to be a captain, and Lieutenant Richard Beers. For six years this 
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committee struggled with earlier grants and claims, and it was not 
until July 13, 1674, that a deed was finally procured from the 
Indian proprietors, and the transaction concluded by paying to the 

, Indians two coats and four yards of trucking cloth, valued at six 
shillings. About thirty-three lots were laid out, including one of 
twenty-five acres, to Capt. Daniel Henchman, bounding south on 
the common road and southwest by Ephraim Curtis. The common 
road being our present Lincoln St., and the land in part that which 
for so many years was called the Henchman Farm, later to be the 
homestead of Gov. Levi Lincoln. Some houses were built and some 
brave souls dared to occupy them, but the new village of Quinsiga
mond was short-lived, and in the summer of 1675, after having been 
abandoned by its few inhabitants, was totally destroyed by the 
followers of King Philip. Only the land was left. 

From the records relating to this first attempt to make a town near 
Quinsigamond, it is impossible to tell how the work was divided 
among the members of the committee. They were all men of energy 
and splendid achievement. But when seven years later they were 
called upon again to take up the work as founders of a new town, 
there is no doubt as to which one of their number bore the burden 
almost alone. If it had not been for the courage and determination 
of Daniel Henchman, the work previously done would have been 
lost, and the grant forfeited to the state. Some time a town might 
have been founded near here, but it would not have been Worcester. 
When the General Court served notice on the committee that meas
ures must be taken to re-settle, or the land would be forfeited, Capt. 
Henchman drew up what he calls an agreement between the commit
tee on one hand and '' Captaine Daniel Henchman and his co
partners on the other." This is dated April 24, 1684, and it is 
significant that he refers to the proposed plantation as "Quinsika
mon ( allius Worster) '' six months before the name Worcester was 
officially given. This agreement lays down detailed plans for ar
ranging the new town, stipulating however that no one should 
be admitted as an inhabitant '' without being certified by the said 
H enchman or his assignees that they have performed according as 
obliged.'' 

Undoubtedly he followed the suggestions which Gookin and he had 
laid down previously as a model for the town: a place where 
they would be secure from their enemies, where they would attend 
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the worship of God, educate their children in society, establish 
trades, have better helps to civility and convenient help in time of 
sickness, fire, or other calamity. In other words, where they could 
get away from the frivolities and temptations of the metropolis, the 
little Boston of that day. 

With this vision before his eyes he left Boston with his family, 
and Sewall writes in his Commonplace Book: '' This 23 of April 
(1683) Capt. Daniel Henchman sets out from Marlborough towards 
Quinsickamond with his pack Horses in order to settling a Planta
tion there. Went to Cambridge on Friday, by reason of the Rain 
lay there, and so on to Marlborough on Saturday.'' The twenty
third that year fell on a Monday. 
· Probably Henchman had already built a house in Worcester in 

which he could make his family comfortable. 
From this time on, he led a busy life. We have already seen that 

no new inhabitant was admitted without his approval, no lot was 
sold except by him, he received all moneys, he also had to settle all 
disputes, unless indeed they were carried into Court, and according 
to his own testimony, he sometimes had the town "buzzing about 
his ears.'' When in April of 1684, the committee still consisting of 
Gookin, Henchman, and Prentice, applied to the Middlesex Court 
for an order requiring the people living here '' to meet together on 
the Lord's Day to worship God,'' the Court passed such an order 
ending with the words: '' And Capt. Daniel Henchman is required 
and authorized by this court to take special care to prevent the pro
fanation of the Sabbath day by neglect thereof.'' 

There was one more thing which about this time someone did for 
the little settlement at Quinsigamond, and as Daniel Henchman ap
parently was the one master of ceremonies it is fair to presume 
that he also brought this about,-he gave the new village a name. 
Gookin's latest biographer says "so far as is known Daniel Gookin 
had no personal associations with the English city of Worcester," 
and Prentice's share of work on the committee seems at this time 
to have been limited to signing his name to the infrequent reports. 
But when we consider a little later the English family of Henchman 
we may get a gleam of light. 

Reading thus far in the History of Worcester we pause a moment 
to wonder who this Daniel Henchman was and whence he came. 

There are many short sketches of him, all beginning with the state-
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ment that he came to Boston in 1666, and was hired as assistant 
master or usher in the old Latin school on School St. Where he 
came from, his age and condition in life are not stated. The 
writer of each sketch usually adds the fact that he was related to 
Judge Sewall, and he may say as does Mr. Nutt, also to" Gookin, to 
the Hulls, Quincys, Eliots and other prominent families of the 
province." 

His relationship to Sewall is inferred from a short description in 
Sewall's diary of the funeral of the little Anna Quincy, aged thir
teen years, such an inconspicuous member of the family that her 
name appears in no genealogy, and this account of her funeral may 
be the only mention of her, and yet by some queer twist of fate 
it is her little stone with two others that is builded into the solid 
masonry of the New Old South in Boston, where thousands of 
passersby may read its inscription. It was a modest little procession 
of ''relations'' that followed her small coffin, walking two and two, 
Uncle and Aunt Quincy, her parents, Ephraim Savage, a brother-in
law with her sister Ruth, Experience, another sister, aged nine, led 
by Capt. John Hull, Judge Sewall himself with his wife Hannah, 
and bringing up the rear Cousin Henchman and Pounden, an un
traced relative. It is quite clear from this that cousin Henchman 
was a relative of the Quincys, and when we remember that Aunt 
Quincy was Joanna Flynt, granddaughter of the Joanna Hench
man who married Charles Hoar, we begin to suspect where the re
lationship came in. Daniel Henchman was also associated in many 
ways with her son Leonard Hoar, the president of Harvard College, 
whose house lot in Worcester adjoined his. He was called to his 
bedside to witness his will made a few weeks before his death on 
November 28, 1675, and was the witness who appeared in Court when 
it was proved. He may have been a son of a brother of Joanna 
Henchman Hoar, so own cousin of Pres. Leonard. He probably was 
of the same generation. When he bought his first lot of land in 
1669, all the witnesses to the transaction were of the Quincy family, 
John Hull, Jeremiah Dummer, and Daniel Quincy. There seems no 
doubt that Daniel Henchman was a close relative, probably brother 
or cousin, of the equally important Capt. Thomas Henchman of 
Chelmsford, who was called by Gookin, "a person of quality." 
Thomas was the son of Edmond who settled as early as 1653 in 
Plymouth County, near the place where Joamia Henchman Hoar 

I I 
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had already made her home with her five children. We know she 
had brothers: Thomas, Walter, William, and Edward. Could Ed
ward have been a mistaken reading for Edmond 1 

William Henchman also lived for a while in Boston but for most 
of his life in Marshfield-probably a son of Edmond, but possibly a 
brother. When in 1653, Daniel Hoar, Joanna Henchman's son, had 
occasion to give a power-of-attorney to his brother John, Edmond 
Henchman, who was living at that time in Marshfield, was visiting 
in Boston and signs as witness. Unless a relative or close friend it 
is not likely that he would have been available. 

It must be possible to trace Daniel Henchman's English ancestry, 
and yet apparently it has not been done. The name is unusual and 
when we try to locate any members of the family we find they 
moved in a very narrow circle of Christian names. Wherever they 
lived there were sure to be some named Thomas, Richard, and, Wil
liam, with a large number of them vicars. One, a Humphrey, be
came Bishop of London, but he was son and grandson of a Thomas, 
and they, like most of those who have been traced, came originally 
from Northamptonshire. Joanna, the ancestress of the Hoar family, 
was living in Gloucester, after her marriage, but her family were 
probably from Barton-Segrave in Northamptonshire. Gloucester is 
on the Severn and not many miles away is Worcester. It is not 
surprising that some of these Thomases and Richards followed 
the river up to Worcester, and we find in the probate records of that 
city a Thomas Henchman who died in 1602, and seven years later 
a widow Mary; in 1609 a William, and in 1639 a Richard, they 
all having lived in All Saints' parish. Daniel Henchman named his 
oldest son Richard and he named his plantation Worcester. 

That he came to Boston by way of Ireland we glean from the 
records of the First Church. A child of his born a few months after 
his appointment as schoolmaster was baptized on June 9, 1666, as 
'' daughter of Mrs. Henchman of the church at Dublin in Ireland.'' 
She was Sarah Woodward, before her marriage, daughter of the 
Rev. Hezekiah Woodward, who is said to have been that Vicar 
of Bray who was hero of the very popular ballad of his day
' ' I am the Vicar of Bray, Sir.'' He had two daughters, Frances, de
scribed as '' a religious virgin,'' who had married Rev. John Oxen
bridge, afterwards of Boston, and Sarah who was the wife of Daniel 
Henchman. From the will of John Oxen bridge, who by the way de-
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scribes himself as '' a sorry man, lesse than the least of all the ser
vants of Christ, am ye most weake and worthlesse creature,'' we 
learn that this sorry man had various silver vessels inscribed with 
his arms, and at least one '' wraught plate with my and her mother's 
arms" was left to his daughter Theodora, and the mother's arms 
were without much doubt those of the Rev. Hezekiah Woodward, the 
grandfather of the Henchman children. Oxenbridge also left a ring 
to Mr. Daniel Henchman and another to his eldest daughter. The 
Rev. Woodward in his will made in 1674 devises, " To my most 
dear and beloved grandchild, Theodora Oxenbridge'' and '' to the 
five children of my daughter Sarah Henchman deceased by Daniel 
Henchman of Boston in New England.'' To these latter he left 
£20 apiece and '' all my land and tenements in the County of Ire
land;" the fact that Mrs. Henchman's father owned lands in Ire
land may account for the residence there of the Henchmans for a 
short time. 

The five children were Hannah, Richard, Hezekiah, named for the 
celebrated Vicar, Nathaniel, and Susanna, a child of seven years 
when the grandfather's will was made. Anne, a sister of Daniel 
Henchman, a young woman about ten years older than his oldest 
child completed the family. We do not know the date of the death 
of his wife Sarah, but on April 26, 1672, he married Mary Pole, the 
daughter of William of Dorchester, whose brick tomb with its 
modest coat-of-arms still carries the epitaph which he wrote for it, 
'' that he might warn posterity:'' 

"Ho, passenger, 'tis worth thy paines to stay 
And take a dead man's lesson by the way 
I was what now thou art and thou shalt be 
What I am now odds twixt me and thee 
Now go thy way but stay take one word more 
Thy staff for aught thou knowest stands next ye dore 
Death is ye dore--yea dore of heaven or hell 
Be warned, be armed-believe-repent-farewell." 

William Pole for many years had been a schoolmaster, he and 
his sister Elizabeth were among those who had left high station and 
comfortable living in England to do their share in building up a 
new Commonwealth, dedicated to holiness and the service of God. 
They were the children of Sir William Pole of Devonshire, and his 

' J 
I 

j 
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wife, Katharine Popham, a sister of Sir John Popham, the Lord 
Chief Justice of England. So Daniel 's second wife came of a family 
using coat armor and greatly distinguished in the history of 
England. 

As we have only dry records to guide us, we do not know why 
Daniel Henchman did not continue as usher at the Boston Latin 
School. But at a meeting held on the twenty-second of December, 
1670, Mr. Cheever was appointed Headmaster and Mr. Thomson was 
asked to be his assistant. A year later the town voted Capt. 
Henchman '' a year's salary after he left the Free School'' and'' Ten 
pounds over and above his gratuity from the ·town for not having 
sufficient warning to provide otherwise for himself.'' 

It seems however that he had already provided for himself in a 
measure, for in a deed dated in 1669 he appears as Daniel Hench
man, merchant. He went into partnership with om.e Joseph Rock, 
and laid out :five hundred pounds in stock, buying '' stockins, hopps, 
apparel for negroes, fustian, nails, &c. '' Two years later he :finds 
himself in a very unpleasant situation. The house in which he 
lived seems to have been either owned or rented by Joseph Rock; the 
shop may have been on the ground :fl.oor of this building. It was 
near the center of the town, well-placed for trade, yet comfortable 
for home life, with a well in the yard and a pasture behind, where 
his cows grazed contentedly in calm bovine friendship with the 
cows of Mr. Rock. Few years had passed since Winthrop had 
founded the Bay Colony on the lofty principle of love to each 
other and to God, even at that very time a new church, now called 
the Old South, was springing into being, and Joseph Rock was one 
of its founders and wrote his name assenting to its high confession 
of faith, yet he tried to defraud his inexperienced partner not only 
of the five hundred pounds which he had contributed to the outfit, 
but even of the milk from his own cows, and water from the well. 
Henchman took the case into court in 1672, and various affidavits 
make us wonder how much was natural depravity in this Old South 
Church founder and how much exceedingly bad manners. Hench
man's daughter Hannah told how the Rock servant milked her 
father's cows and sent them "a pot of somilk" the next morning, 
how that '' all the doors were locked and the bunches of keys carried 
away . . . soe that one night my father was locked out of doors,'' 
and to add the last straw of insult, how they were '' denied water at 
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the pump and Mrs. Rock in a foul manner calling out to me said, 
Hannah, here's is water to wash yo pots in, pointing to that she 
had rinsed her cloaths in, but I replied not, being charged by my 
father to keep quiet, whatever affronts were offered.'' 

We get the crux of the whole matter in a deposition from a neigh
bor who says that "Henchman intended to set upon baking and 
brewing," so becoming a formidable rival to Rock, who was himself 
both baker and brewer. 

Henchman won his suit and Joseph Rock, after paying the five 
hundred pounds and costs, slips out of this history although still 
honored and trusted in the Old South Church, honored at the fu
neral of Gov. Leverett, where he was one of four to carry banners, 
and especially honored by Madam Danforth, who a few years later . 
became his second wife. She was daughter of the Rev. John 
Wilson, the first minister of Boston, and widow of the equally hon
ored Master Samuel Danforth of Roxbury. 

H enchman with the five hundred pounds returned to him embarks 
again as a merchant, and during the :fifteen years of life left to him 
he follows that trade with more or less help from his sons. He joins 
the Old South Church, the Ancient and Honourable Artillery Com
pany, and takes his place in the required military drills and other 
performances of the day. 

It was at this period of his life that he became interested in mak
ing a new plantation in the wilderness, but almost coincident with 
this venture he bought and sold many tracts of land in Boston, most 
of them at the North End. One of these was at the very tip of the 
North End peninsula. On the southern part of it he built a house 
which he named River House, situated as it was, just where the 
Mystic and the Charles meet the sea. This was before 1672 when the 
Selectmen granted him liberty "to erect a porch before his door." 
It was probably built about the time that he separated from Joseph 
Rocle In the settlement of the estate of John Hull there is men
tioned a small tenement on Cotton Hill formerly leased by Daniel 
H enchman. By modern nomenclature this would be near Pember
ton Square, only a few doors away from the home of his brother-in
law, the Rev. John Oxen bridge. He may have lived there for a short 
time or he may have leased it for his store. In either case it was his 
name that gave it distinction. 

Among other sales made by him of lots from his North End pur-
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chases, was one to his unplaced relative, Capt. Thomas Henchman 
of Chelmsford, where the latter's sister Margaret lived the rest of 
her life, with her husband, Charles Hopkins, her four daughters, and 
her son. This lot adjoined that which Henchman chose for his own 
home, a fact which strengthens the probability that Margaret was 
also a near relative of his own. H er husband met with a tragic 
death, which is recorded in the diary of Lawrence Hammond. He 
writes on July 25, 1691: '' One Richard Lilly comes in from the 
W estindies in one Robunson the day before, being handing small 
arms into Charles Hopkins' boat at Boston to be carried ashore, took 
one gun and holding the muzzle tow'd Hopkins said, old man here's 
a gun for you and immediately the gun fired and shot the said Hop
kins into ye body whereof he presently dyd. '' A short time after
wards Lillie was adjudged '' guilty of manslaughter by Misadven
ture'' and was sentenced to pay a fee of five pounds and twenty 
pounds to Margaret, the widow of said Charles Hopkins. 

The part of Henchman's life which has been the most carefully 
described is his military career. Like all the men of his day he had 
been a member of the local training company but it was not until 
war clouds appeared on the horizon that the General Court took 
notice of him, and on June 24, 1675, he was '' chosen and voted to 
goe forth as Captain of a Hundred men for the service of this 
Colony on ye design to go to Plymouth Colony," and at the same 
time another founder of Worcester, Thomas Prentice, was appointed 
Captain of the Horse. 

Towards evening two days later these two companies marched out 
of Boston. Just before they reached the Neponset River the moon 
commenced to be eclipsed, and to many of them this was of ill 
omen, and they racked their memories to see what dark fate would 
befall them when such a serious undertaking was begun under the 
influence of Capricornus. Nothing however happened and when the 
moon shone clear and round again they went on their way. Later, 
in writing of the event, Cotton Mather dug up an old Latin joke 
which is just what we would expect of him, '' that there was more 
cause to be afraid of Sagittarius than of Capricorn us.'' 

The history of King Philip's War has been carefully written 
and Henchman's part therein. It was a war of skirmishes, ambus
cades, and misunderstandings. Whether Henchman's Company of 
deacons' sons, the flower of Boston, acquitted themselves more 
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worthily than Mosely's pardoned pirates is doubtful. One of 
Henchman's letters written from Mendon and describing an attack 
made by him on a group of Indians in Grafton seems typical of the 
war. He is giving a report to the Council and writes : 

"Mendon Nov. 10, '75. 

Honor'd Gentlemen, 
This last night, in the close of it, I marched to Hassamamesett 

with twenty-two men mounted; believing that some of the enimy 
were there, discovered their fire, dismounted and marched to it in 
two files, headed the right myself the other led by my lieutenant 
(Zekill Curtis) but as we hasted to it, their dogg gave them an 
alarum when wee were in less than musket shot; we stopped a little 
and moved againe but the dogg increased his barking and lest they 
might draw into the thicket to fire onus I ordered som to fire, 
hallowed and ran as fast as we could. my Lt. first got to the wigwam 
and received a mortal shot at the dore; I hasted to round them in 
getting close beyond it expecting my men had followed: but all that 
both of us had was not above five men, one of them my corporal 
(Abiel Lamb) whose strength outstrips me and by reason of a fall 
I had in my running on; one soul di er more was wounded and fell; 
his name ( Thomas Andrews) who cried out exceedingly disheart
ening them with me at the wigwam, together with no more coming 
up to us, I called upon my men to fall on and shute into the wig
wam. which no more doing, them up with me fell off: I cryed of 
them for the Lord's sake to stay, for in retreating as we did I gave 
up myself and them with me for lost, and it was a peculiar Mercie 
we were not all slaine, for the Indians issued out and fired on us; 
the Marlboro man shot but not dangerous, one of my old soldiers, 
as I think, kept with me, (Jonathan Dunning) and a horse : so soon 
as mounted I would have had my men ride up and fire to get off the 
wounded and secure the reare but were upon :flight tho I threatened 
to run them through but availed not : some few horse kept with me 
and by my oft running back in hopes to save all I could, discovered 
two on foot that say they had also been lost: at our return we find 
only the two first wanting. And although this is a sad frown for I 
had as likely to fight as ever here, yet the enemy escaped not for 
three of them at least were slain without, besides their wounded and 
slane as well might be in the wigwam. They soon hallooed and we 
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drew off our horse and by their shout seemed about :fi:fty and the 
wigwam seemed to be thronged full, and a second halloo soone fol
lowed some judge from a second party for two other fires were seen 
at a distance. If a body of them draw this way the Town may be in 
distress for divers times I have put them to several things needful 
and will assist with my men : I hope they will now bestirr themselves. 
My Lt. is a great loss to me and have not to supply the place. I 
cannot inlarg but beggin a sanctified use of this and former frowns, 
for we might and had an opportlmity to cill all the wigwam off. 

i rest, Hon'd Gentlemen 
Yr. Humble servant 

D. Henchman.' ' 

Henchman is still known among his descendants as the Indian 
Fighter, and yet as we chance here and there on some incident in 
his life, it seems as if a more appropriate designation for him 
might be the Indian's Friend. Like Gookin he looked upon them 
as men and brethren, but, as we see from his letter, when enemies 
they were to be killed, like all enemies. There is an affidavit of his 
in regard to the so-called praying Indians which says : 

'' Thes may certifie that I, Daniel Henchman of Boston being 
appointed and authorized by the Governor and Council of Massa
chusetts, not only to look unto and order the praying Indians for 
some part of the time that they were confined to Deer Island; but 
likewise to have the command of several of them as soldiers, both at 
Mount Hope, in the beginning of the war 1675; and also in another 
expedition, May and June 1676, when I had the command of the 
English of forces at Weshakum, Mendon and Hadley; in all which 
time I had experience of the sobriety, courage and fidelity of the 
generality of these Indians. And this I do testifie under my hand, 
and could say much more on their behalf, if time and opportunity 
permitted. 

Dated at Boston this 19th day of November 1677 
D. Henchman.'' 

There was in him a love of peace, a trait which made him forbid 
his daughter to answer the taunts of 1\1:rs. Joseph Rock, and which 
perhaps influenced his judgment at a Court Martial held at Hadley 
in 1676 where, after listening to the charges against the '' Sudbury 
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Captive Boy" about his inclination to run to the enemy, he found 
'' no real ground of such a charge. '' And afterwards those who 
'' had him in custody lmoct off his irons and sent him home with the 
army to go to his Master,'' and this judgment was signed 

'' D. H enchman, 
Comdr. in Chief.'' 

What would have been the fate of this Indian boy, had the com
mander-in-chief seen in him only a child of hell, as did so many 
of his followers 1 

The war was practically ended when Philip died August 12, 1676, 
but there were many details to be arranged. In less than two weeks 
came the selling of the Indian captives. H enchman invested two 
pounds and t en shillings in a '' squawe and infant'' while his gay 
fellow captain, Samuel Mosely, bought recklessly and found himself 
relinquishing twenty-six pounds to the Massachusetts Colony, and he 
the owner of one boy and a girl, thirteen squaws and papooses, some 
wounded or sick. John Hull was the treasurer of the Colony and 
he '' laboured under the weight of this account with his own hand 
until weakness of body and ye bulke thereof necessitated him to 
take in Capt. Daniel Henchman to his assistance.'' 

Undoubtedly H enchman was good in mathematics. We have 
already seen that he was the one member of the Worcester Commit
tee who kept all the accounts in '' his book' ' -and handled all the 
money. But these undertakings were small compared with his 
most daring flight in finance. H e established and carried on without 
much help from others the first bank in New England. Its first 
bills were issued in 1681, and the next year came an explanatory 
pamphlet published under the name of '' Severals relating to the 
Fund.'' The bank itself was called The Fund, and according to 
Mr. McFarland Davis it was really a bank of credit, in which the 
Fundors could adjust debts among themselves. There were at least 
three trustees, Hezekiah Usher, John Walley, and Adam Winthrop. 
But Daniel Henchman was director-in other words the first bank 
treasurer of New England. This was thirteen years before the Bank 
of England was est ablished. 

In addition to his other duties he found time and had the ability 
to act sometimes as lawyer. In 1670 he was guardian of some chil
dren in Boston, whose inheritance to the property of their mother's 
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brother was in dispute. The brother's only child had died but his 
wife was still living and the question was : who were his heirs? 
The matter was brought by Capt. Henchman before the Court of 
Assistants and there he pleaded the case himself, saying the next-of
kin shall inherit, as these children were, '' beside, '' he added, '' our 
:first law saith where there is no express law the word of God shall 
determine and that Numbers 27, 11 passeth the Inheritance to the 
Father's kindred"-this verse reads "And if his father have no 
brethren, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his kinsman that is 
next to him of his family, and he shall possess it. '' This argument 
seemed good to the Court and the children of Eliphalet Hitt there
after possessed this property. 

Among the books which Daniel H enchman left at his death was 
a great Bible worth eight shillings. That he studied it faithfully 
we know, not only from his use of it in this law suit but from the 
fact that he was often called upon to have charge of the private 
meetings held by members of the Old South Church, when Sewall 
records that he handled the subjects well. 

With his life as a merchant, a brewer, a r eal estate promoter, 
a banker and a lawyer, he also added, as did most of the people of 
that day, the duties of a small farmer. We get a glimpse of his 
forethought in the tradition that he planted the Boston Elm for the 
purpose of giving shade to the future military companies that should 
train upon the Common. It has been said that this tree was older 
than his day, but Edward H. Savage in his book, Boston Watch and 
Police, copies an affidavit made by the widow of Gov. Hancock, 
which seems to settle the question. This says: 

'' Mrs. Hancock, the wife of Thomas Hancock who was unele of 
the Governor, has often told me that her grandfather , Hezekiah 
Henchman, when a boy, transported the Great Elm from the North
end to where it now stands. Mrs. Hancock has often pointed at the 
old tree and spoken of the circumstances and it was a matter of 
notoriety in our family.' ' This Mrs. Hancock was Lydia, the daugh
ter of the third Daniel H enchman. Among the hundred portraits 
in the wonderful Loan exhibition at the Boston Art Museum last 
summer, there was none which held you by sheer personality as 
the one painted by Copley of Lydia Henchman Hancock. W e are 
sure that whatever she told Dorothy H ancock about the planting of 
the Elm would be just as she remembered it. The father Daniel 
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would without doubt help his young son Hezekiah to dig up a likely 
tree from his field on Charter St. and settle it in its new home. 

In all these various activities of Henchman's life we get no clue to 
his age. We only know that his oldest child, Hannah, was born 
about 1652, and if he were twenty-two at that time he would him
self have been born in 1630. At the youngest possible age he would 
have been a man of fifty-three when he "parted from Boston" as 
Sewall says and definitely made his home in Worcester. At that 
time, in 1683, Hannah was probably married to William Sumner 
of Middletown, Conn. Among her children she had a Daniel, a 
Sarah, and a Hezekiah, and probably has many descendants today. 
The oldest son Richard was twenty-eight, just the age of Judge 
Sewall, who had always a warm friendship for him. Perhaps he 
was less aggressive than his brothers and perhaps more lovable. He 
promptly deeded his share of his father's Worcester property to his 
nephews and died himself in 1724, without children leaving all his 
worldly possessions to his wife. I know of only two memorials of 
him, the Latin verses now in the Boston Public Library which he 
used to write to Sewall, some of which the latter once acknowledged 
with faint praise: '' Sir, I send home your verses with Thanks. 
There are many good strokes in them, but in my mind the English 
excell; '' and the stone still bearing witness to his memory on Copp 's 
Hill. 

Hezekiah may have come to Worcester with his parents. He was 
the father of Daniel who eventually owned most of the Henchman 
Farm and who built the house about 1741, which afterwards became 
the property of John Hancock and Gov. Levi Lincoln, a house 
which we all remember as standing on Grove St. until it was taken 
down a year ago. I do not know that the early history of this 
house has ever been written. From the time it was built, soon after 
1741 until 1782, there are forty years absolutely unaccounted for. 
When the third Daniel Henchman died in 1761 he left it to his only 
child Lydia and her husband, Thomas Hancock. They in turn to 
their nephew John Hancock, and in the deed of 1782, from John 
Hancock to Levi Lincoln, we get the only bit of authentic history of 
the house since its building forty-one years before, where the premi
ses are described as the home farm '' which was improved the last 
year by Mr. Samuel Woodburn.'' This accounts for one year, leav
ing forty without a scrap of history. 
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William Lincoln, who nearly a hundred years ago wrote the 
History of Worcester, records a tradition which undoubtedly has 
some basis of fact. Many people must have been living in 1833 who 
could remember the house and its occupants f9r fifty years or more, 
and the man named Henchman living there, '' an eccentric man,'' 
Lincoln writes, "having even stronger peculiarities of manner than 
are the usual attributes of celibacy. He constructed his coffin and 
hollowed his grave with his own hands, many years before his 
decease. Willing to derive benefit while living from the first of 
these tenements of mortality, the box was deposited in the garret 
and annually filled with the productions of his garden, until he 
took personal possession. A stone long marked the spot where his 
remains reposed amid the fields he cultivated but no memorial indi
cates the place of his rest. Several aged apple trees planted by 
him near his dwelling on the farm of the late Levi Lincoln still 
survive. On his decease the land descended to the family of the 
late Gov. John Hancock." 

This Henchman could not have been a son of the first Daniel, the 
places and dates of their deaths are all known and they all were 
too early to fit this tradition. It was without much doubt a grand
son and perhaps the most plausible candidate is Samuel, called 
cooper and jagg maker, the brother of the third Daniel. To be 
sure he is described in the settlement of his estate in 1770 as of 
Boston, but Boston had always been his home and the fact that he 
spent some of the last years of his life in Worcester might not 
change his legal residence. Daniel in his will gives '' unto my 
brother Samuel, washing, lodging and living in my said dwelling 
house during the life of my said wife the same to be paid for out of 
my estate," and after his wife's death, £40 a year. Samuel had 
once been a joint owner with Daniel of this Lincoln St. property 
and he may very easily have preferred after his brother's death, 
in 1761, when he was a man of seventy, to have "his diet, lodging 
and living" in this country farmhouse rather than in the more 
elegant city mansion. As far as I can find out he was never mar
ried, and perhaps was just the kind of man to slip into a New Eng
land tradition of the days of Lincoln's boyhood. 

But why in any case should such a large fine house be given over 
to an eccentric bachelor, who chose to live alone and potter over 
his dusty garret and his dried herbs? 
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Do the words of John Hancock's description of the place as the 
'' home farm'' throw any light on the subject 1 Whose home 1 Did 
the Daniel H enchman who built it ever live there enough to call it 
home? Did his daughter Lydia and her husband Thomas Hancock 
keep it for their own country home? Or did John H ancock himself? 
None but these three had owned it since the division of the first 
Daniel H enchman 's land, and even had his original house once 
stood on this part of it, would Hancock, the nephew of his grand
daughter 's husband, think of it as the home farm ninety-seven 
years after his death ? 

To go back to the children of the first Daniel. 
The third son, Nathaniel, not only came with his father, but 

immediately took an active part in the affairs of the village. He 
was present at the meetings of the committee, and in 1784 was 
authorized to keep a house of entertainment for travellers. He 
could sell and furnish travellers or inhabitants with rum or other 
strong waters in bottles of a pint or quart, but not to retail any in 
his house or suffer tippling there. Nathaniel was not married at 
this time, nor until t en years later when he married Hannah, 
daughter of Dea. Nathaniel Greenwood of Boston, who brought him 
large tracts of land at the North End. After her death he mar
ried Dorothy Emerson, daughter of Rev. John and Ruth (Sym
onds) Emerson of Gloucester, and niece of Harlakenden Symonds. 
Nathaniel left several children; his son of the same name was for 
years the revered minister of Lynn, and his grandson and great 
grandson physicians of high standing. All the descendants of Dan
iel Henchman bearing the name are probably of Nathaniel's line. 

The rest of the family undoubtedly came with their father to 
Worcester. Susanna was twice married, first to Samuel Collins of 
Boston and secondly to John Harris of Middletown, Conn. Besides 
these older children of the first wife, Sarah, there were three or four 
little ones, the children of Mary (Pole) Henchman, the oldest 
about eleven, the youngest two; of these, Daniel was father of Dan
iel the shipwright, and J ane, who married James Varney, left a 
number of descendants of various names. The others died young. 

The two years that the Henchman family lived in Worcester 
were lonely and thankless. The controversy between George Dan
son and Capt. John Wing, which has been so ably and thoroughly 
described in a paper read before this Society by Mr. Francis E. 
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Blake, must have been a very unpleasant experience for Capt. 
Henchman. He was torn between his desire to give the land in 
question to his old Ensign Wing, and Danson 's determination to 
have it and none other. In June Sewall writes : "Eliakim comes 
home this day, brings word that Capt. Henchman is coming away 
from Worcester with his family.'' However uncomfortable this 
quarrel made him, however weary he was of the whole business, he 
stayed by the ship and on October 5, signed an affidavit confirming 
Danson in his choice of lots, which closes with the words, '' This I 
certifie as one at the point of Deth the Riteous God knoweth I 
speake the truth." 

Monday, October 19, 1685, Sewall writes in his diary: '' About 
nine o'clock at night news comes to Town of Capt. Henchman's 
death at Worcester last Thursday, buried on Friday. Very few 
at his funeral, his own servants, a white and a black put him in his 
grave. His wife and children following and no more or but one 
or two more.'' He died on Thursday, October 15, 1685, on the first 
anniversary of the granting of the name Worcester by the Gen
eral Court. As we infer from Sewall's brief entry he was buried 
near his house on Lincoln St. and this simple funeral cost £16.3.10. 

He left no will and his property was divided among his heirs 
without help from the Courts. He had a fair library of nearly one 
hundred and fifty volumes, a small amount of goods in his shop, 
cloth, mostly remnants, swords, and tools, bows and arrows, some 
furniture in Boston, one silver spoon, four weapons worth a shil
ling apiece, weapons which probably served in King Philip's War, 
and other less valuable "lumber." His "house, stock and goods in 
the country" were apprized at £49.3.0. 

In Boston he had his house, brew house wharf and various tracts 
of land. And last of all in the inventory his wearing clothes 
£10.0.0., not an extravagant amount for a well-dressed gentleman. 

Mr. Charles A. Chase, some years ago, wrote for this Society a 
carefully prepared paper on the Daniel Henchman Farm of two 
hundred and fifty-four acres on Lincoln St. and vicinity. Besides 
this Henchman had various rights, on which rights other tracts of 
land were laid out to his heirs after his death, 309 acres, making 
the land to which he was entitled in Worcester over 563 acres. 
Part of this was situated on Salisbury St., including Prospect Hill, 
the Chamberlain Farm, and other land in that vicinity. This has 
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been traced in a paper by Caleb Wall. The rest was in the north
eastern part of the town on West Boylston St. All this we have seen 
was valued at £49.S.0. including the house where he lived, his stock 
and goods. His grandson Daniel, son of Hezekiah, seems to have 
been the only one of his descendants who placed much value on this 
Worcester property, and through his only child Lydia it all passed 
as we have seen into the possession of John Hancock. 

His Boston farm between Charter and Commercial Sts. was situ
ated very near what the deeds call the sea, but Sewall the river. 
Here he built his mansion house, which he left for a home and a 
grave in the wilderness. At his death he owed an old debt for £500, 
borrowed years before from John Hull, and descending by inheri
tance to Hull's daughter, Mrs. Hannah Sewall. Sewall throws off 
the interest and the Henchmans deed him this house, apprized at 
£500, he paying them £100 and leasing the house to them. It was a 
losing transaction for him, as neither Mrs. Mary Henchman, who 
lived in the "best end," or Hezekiah, who had the rest of it, paid 
their rent after the first two years. Hezekiah however died in 
1694, and Nathaniel either lived in his end or controlled it. Nine
teen years went by and still the two families stayed on, and 
still Sewall made repairs, even taking down the old unused brewery 
and using its material to put ai linter along the entire length of the 
house. At last it became the cause of one of those curious quarrels 
of early New England which Sewall describes in a pathetic letter to 
Cotton Mather. He needed money and wished to sell the house, the 
Henchmans wished to buy it but they were fifty pounds apart in 
the price of it. Sewall sold it to someone else, a step they could 
not forgive. When he went to call, Mrs. Mary locked the door and 
refused to discuss the matter with her old friend who thinks he 
'' should have given her no bad advice, nor have augmented her 
Calamity, if she had vouchsafed to speak with me.'' He knew he 
had been a long-suffering landlord and he permits himself a slight 
feeling of satisfaction that they were to have another landlord, 
'' that they may learn the difference.'' He closes this long letter with 
the words: "I have this Comfort that whatever Obloquy I myself 
am covered with, yet I hope God of His rich unaccountable, inex
haustible, Victorious Grace, will insert my name among those who 
hunger and thirst after Righteousness; and that he will never strike 
my name out of that blessed Catalogue." All this happened in 
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1706, two years later Nathaniel was still unforgiving, and Sewall 
writes: "While I was at Cousin Dummer's Mr. Nathaniel Hench
man came in with his flaxen Wigg. I wished him joy, i.e. of his 
wedding. I could not observe that he said a word to me; and gene
rally he turned his back upon me, when none were in the room but 
he and I. This is the second time I have spoke to him, in vain, as 
to any answer from him. First was upon the death of his wife. I 
crossed the way near our house and asked him how he did. He 
only showed his teeth.'' How they settled this unpleasantness he 
does not reveal, but settled it was and Sewall later has very cor
dial relations with the Henchmans. It seems to have been this 
second wife of Nathaniel, Dorothy Emerson Henchman, who first 
gave him, a widower of five months' standing, the idea that Madam 
Winthrop was highly to be commended to cheer him on his lonely 
way. If so we are indebted to her for a most entertaining colonial 
courtship. 

If Daniel Henchman's intrepid spirit could return to his old 
haunts what would he find? 

Undoubtedly in Boston, Copp 's Hill, with the gravestones of 
many of his friends and bounded by his own land, would be the 
least changed spot. There he would discover the stones of his son 
Richard and his daughter-in-law, Anna Greenwood Henchman-no 
others of his name. Very near he would see Henchman St. his old 
path, laid out by him soon after he bought his first lot o:f land 
and called by him Declination Alley, but soon described as Hench
man's Lane. It leads :from Charter St. which he knew as "the lane 
to the burying place" to his "flatts and wharves" on the sea-side. 

Today it is lined with brick buildings, nearly two hundred :feet 
of them on either side, which are filled with a hundred and two 
Italian :families, not one English name appears in the Boston 
Directory for 1930 as belonging to a person dwelling there. He 
might puzzle for a moment over the Salvatores, Sabatinos, Guisep
pis, Filippos, and many other names equally strange to his .ears. 
He would see odd :fruits and vegetables in the windows of the small 
stores, medlars and pink cauliflowers, and had he chosen the 
anniversary of his death, October 15, for his stroll the gutters might 
be running purple with the lees of the grape. Furtive cats would 
scurry :from the doorways, there are many cats on Henchman St., 
and the dark-eyed children swarming on every side might some-
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times shriek out his name, the name of their undesirable home. 
Henchman St. is the only memorial to him in Boston and we 

imagine he would gladly shake off its dust and again set out 
towards Quinsigamond. Here he would find the city of his dreams, 
all that he hoped for it made possible: security from the enemies, 
better conveniency in attending God's worship, better education of 
our children in schools, better accommodation of tradesmen, better 
helps to civility, and more convenient helps in case of sickness, fire 
or other casualty. 

Here as in Boston his only memorial is a short street, laid out 
many years after his death through his old homestead, a street 
less than five hundred feet long and just forty broad. There have 
been built upon it about a dozen wooden houses in the style of 
architecture we call '' three deckers,'' and although it begins brave
ly on Lincoln St. its lower end almost touches the railroad. 

Daniel Henchman's plantation has grown into a city, and for
gotten him. 



MORE HIGH POINTS IN EARLY WORCESTER POLITICS 

Paper Read at the Worcester Historical Society 
by Chandler Bullock, May 10, 1929 

At th~ request of our Executive Director, Mr. Cutler, I am read
ing another paper concerning some episodes in our early political 
history. How interesting it is to look over some of this source
material which is lodged in such quantities here and at the Ameri
can Antiquarian Society! Nothing but lack of time prevents some 
of us from following the growing urge to delve in here more and 
more. 

A search of this original material for historical sketches is par
ticularly interesting because in it you get all the sidelights, all the 
conflicting views that had to be fought out in the period under 
study. It is all contemporary of the time and thus you get the 
truest picture possible of the issues discussed and the men who 
were the actors upon the stage of the period. You get a close-up 
view of these actors with all their human interest element; and 
there is nothing more interesting, of course, than human nature. 

The forebears of all of us came over here because they were 
underprivileged in Europe, or they thought they were. They came 
over here for a better opportunity and they have been coming 
for these 300 years. Vast credit is due these immigrants of all 
nationalities. We can honestly admire their pioneer spirit. On 
the other hand, however, let us keep a judicial view of them; let 
us not indulge in too much Chinese ancestor-worship . 

The personal rewards from historical investigations are many; 
and there are certain by-products. To my mind there is one most 
satisfactory by-product of a research in history, and by that I 
mean a study of original source material. Such a study gives one a 
much more philosophical view of present-day dissensions. 

Now, admittedly, it is easy to become pessimistic today, as one 
looks about and notes the differences of opinion in our national 
life, the bitter controversies between the President and Federal 
Congress, and particularly the United States Senate. There are 
almost startling sectional differences in the making up of tariff 
bills and other legislation. There is the farm bloc, so-called, which 
appears to this part of the country as self-centered and selfish in 
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their demands. Charles Evans Hughes, probably the most quali
fied appointee for Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court 
since John Marshall, was bitterly opposed for confirmation by a 
substantial minority of the United States Senate. The game of 
politics certainly is ever going on, in city, state, and nation. There 
are narrow-minded men-not only in the F ederal Congress but in 
our City Councils and in our State Legislatures. 

Therefore, some people get a little depressed, and then they 
hark back to our past history, to that period when the nation was 
building, so to speak. So some are apt to think of the past as a 
period in which most everybody was a constructionist. They begin 
to feel there were but few destructionists in those days-whereas 
today destructionists and radicals seem legion. 

The result is that too many today are cynical of the present, 
and some are inclined to think of the past with the feeling best 
expressed by that phrase-'' There were giants in those days.' ' 
Yes, there were some wonderful giants in those days, but there 
were a lot of pigmies then, and as many as there are today in our 
political life. The past had its same proportion of little men who 
could not see beyond the fence in their own back yard. 

I am not an iconoclast. My purpose today is purely constructive. 
I hope to show some of the passions and prejudices of the past in 
order that we may be happier about the present. 

I have time to relate but one political episode in our history, 
which involves Worcester and Massachusetts. 

I shall touch on the attitude of Worcester and of Worcester 
County in the matter of the adoption of this glorious F ederal 
Constitution of ours, when the question came up for adoption be
fore the Massachusetts Constitutional Convention in 1788. 

But to go back a moment before 1788. I do not need to tell you, 
who know your histories, of the confusion that prevailed under the 
old Articles of Confederation which governed the thirteen colonies 
during our Revolution. The bickering and sectional jealousy was 
such that nobody but the truly great Washington could have pulled 
us through that period. No iconoclast can tip Washington off his 
pedestal; he stands there superb and supreme. 

By the way, it might interest those who are pessimistic about the 
personnel in the present Federal Congress to hear a little from 
original source-material of 1778. Let me quote for you a letter 
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of record from George Washington to the then Benjamin Harrison 
written in December, 1778, as the result of his personal observations 
of the Continental Congress then assembled in Philadelphia. 

'' If I was to be called upon to draw a picture of the times 
and of Men, from what I have seen, and heard, and in part 
know, I should in one word say that idleness, dissipation and 
extravagance seem to have laid fast hold of most of them. 
That speculation, peculation, and an insatiable thirst for 
riches seem to have got the better of every other consideration. 
That party disputes and personal quarrels are the great busi
ness of the day, whilst the momentous concerns of an empire 
are but secondary considerations, and are postponed from day 
to day, from week to week.'' 

That is an example of source-material that does not get into history 
books, even though the recorded words of George Washington. And 
perhaps it should not go into young people's history books. But 
adults are entitled to get behind the scenes. 

After the Revolution was ended the confusion practically became 
chaos. The old Federation of the original colonies was no more 
than a rope of sand. The issuance of paper money had destroyed 
any business stability and most savings. There came Shay's Re
bellion and other threats of actual anarchy. The confusion in 
business was supreme. Whatever Sinclair Lewis and others may 
say about business men, it was the business men and traders of this 
country that first started the movement that resulted in this great 
Constitution of ours. Remember that Washington was essentially a 
business man. Calvin Coolidge has well emphasized that point in 
one of his admirable addresses on Washington. 

And so, just in time, the famous Constitutional Convention met 
in Philadelphia with delegates from the thirteen original colonies. 
Washington was the presiding officer. It has been said that that 
Convention contained the best collection of superior men assembled 
in one group since the golden age of Athens. In any event, they 
prepared in four months the draft of a Constitution for the pro
posed United States-a charter of government ( whatever its very 
few minor defects) admittedly without an equal. 

The Constitutional Convention finished its labors in the early fall 
of 1787. The Constitution then had to be ratified by the states. 
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Five states had ratified when the momentous issue was presented 
to Massachusetts. Should or should not Massachusetts in Con
vention assembled adopt the Federal Constitution-or should the 
drift to chaos continue? 

Massachusetts was called into Constitutional Convention to de
cide on the question of ratification on January 9, 1788. There were 
355 delegates who voted on the momentous issue. They first assem
bled at the old Boston State House, now standing. The building 
was too small and they finally met in the old church on the then 
called '' Long Lane.'' The name of this street was changed to F ed
eral Street shortly after the adoption of the Constitution, to cele
brate the occasion. 

There was much anxiety by the authors and proponents of the 
Constitution as to what Massachusetts would do. She was a pivotal 
point in the whole proceedings, a critical state, if there was to be 
any United States at all . 

The Worcester delegate chosen to the Convention, that is the 
only one who participated and voted, was David Bigelow. The 
opinion of the town of Worcester in that historic Convention 
was represented by this David Bigelow who was no relation to 
Timothy Bigelow. There were 50 delegates in all from Worcester 
county. 

Our Isaiah Thomas after the matter was over, as the leading 
printer, in a separate pamphlet printed the debates and proceedings 
of this Massachusetts Constitutional Convention. These I have 
read throughout. They compare exactly with the more official 
report printed in Boston-'' Parson's Debates.'' 

Thomas also conducted the Massachusetts Spy. A careful peru
sal of the Massachusetts Spy through that period in the early 
part of 1788, when our convention was in session, showed Thomas' 
attitude on the Constitution to be one of indecision. During the 
discussion, he published letters for and against-as many against 
the adoption were published as for. His editorial attitude was that 
of a neutral. He evidently did not know just what to do. 

For the moment let us step outside of Massachusetts and read 
from the letters of some of the big men of this period. James 
Madison, and there was no one more interested in the adoption 
of the Constitution than he (for he wrote much of it), wrote to 
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George Washington January 20, 1788, while the convention was in 
progress in this State, and I quote from his letter : 

'' ·The intelligence from Massachusetts begins to be very 
ominous to the Constitution-there is great reason to fear that 
the voice of that State would be in the negative. The decision 
of Massachusetts either way will involve the result in New 
York State." 

He was very anxious. 
George Washington himself, on February 5, 1788, just before 

the day of the final vote in Massachusetts, writes to Madison: 

'' I am sorry to find by yours, and other accounts from Massa
chusetts, that the decision of its convention,-remains prob
lematical.-A rejection of the new form by that State would 
invigorate the opposition, not only in New York, but in all 
those which are to follow; at the same time, it would afford 
material for the minority, in such states as have actually 
agreed to it, to blow the trumpet of discord more loudly. The 
acceptance by a bare majority, though preferable to a rejec
tion, is also to be deprecated.'' 

(Nobody can say Washington could not write a pointed letter.) 
In brief, without Massachusetts' vote, the ratification of the 

Constitution seemed, on the evidence, quite hopeless. 
Now what were the elements in our Massachusetts Convention 

that led to this pessimism on the part of Madison and Washington? 
Let us see what Madison says. Madison wrote again to George 
Washington on February 3 a letter entirely concerned about 
Massachusetts. He states-and I quote: 

"There are unhappily,-parties opposed to it. First, all men 
who are in favor of paper money. Those are more or less in 
every part of the State. Second, all the late insurgents and 
their abettors. We have in the convention eighteen or twenty 
who actually served in Shay's army." 

There is no evidence, however, that our delegate, David Bigelow, 
served in Shay's army, the last class mentioned by Madison. 

Henry Knox writes to Livingston in New York on the Massa
chusetts situation, and he also specifically refers to that large group 
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in the convention who are for the alienation of debts-both public 
and private-and he states in his letter, and I am quoting his 
words: 

'' This group will not approve of the Constitution in any event.'' 

The federalist leaders were also somewhat disturbed by another 
factor. They had picked John Hancock as the titular President of 
our Massachusetts Convention-because of his popularity with the 
people. It is interesting, by the way, to note the comments on John 
Hancock that John Adams makes in his famous diary. Adams 
says that whenever an important political issue was to be decided, 
John Hancock usually managed to have a convenient attack of 
gout. Even after the Convention had assembled there was some 
nervousness as to Hancock's ultimate position. As a matter of 
fact, although chosen as the presiding officer, it was several days 
before he mustered the courage to actually sit in the presiding 
officer's chair. This nervousness as to Hancock is expressed in a 
letter of Rufus King to Madison, dated January 30, 1788, while 
the Convention was in session : 

'' If Mr. H ancock does not disappoint our present expectations, 
our wishes will be gratified, but his character is not entirely 
free from a portion of caprice.'' 

( That is putting it mildly and tactfully.) 
However, ultimately, John Hancock came through for the adop

tion. This was because-as the records show-he was practically 
promised the first governorship of the new state of Massachusetts 
under the Constitution. He had been Governor under the old 
Articles of Confederation. James Bowdoin was his leading oppo
nent. Bowdoin was eliminated by those who had to compromise 
with Hancock. 

See in confirmation Professor Samuel B. Harding's book "The 
Contest Over the Ratification of the Federal Constitution in Massa
chusetts'' in Harvard Historical Studies, Volume 11, published in 
1896. 

We must never let any cynic of today persuade us there was any 
less politics played in "the good old days" than in this present 
year of grace. 

I < 

.1 
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There was once an erroneous idea that the compromise provision 
in the Constitution permitting the slave trade for twenty years 
operated against ratification. This is distinctly not so. The con
trary was the fact. There were seventeen clergymen delegates to 
the Convention and fourteen of them ( all but three) voted for rati
fication. Their argument was that if the southern states were not to 
be in a central government with power then the slave trade never 
could be stopped. Thus the proposed Constitution was the one 
means to ultimately put a stop to it. This is all borne out in the 
Convention debates. 

Now let me quote from the actual debate as it appears in the 
Worcester Magazine of Isaiah Thomas and Parson's debates on the 
subject. We will quote some of the arguments used against adop
tion. 

A Mr. Wedgery was a prominent opponent of the Constitution. 
He did not come from this county. The line of opposition can be 
gathered from his speeches as reported. At the end of one of them, 
he sums up his opposition in this statement which I quote: 

He asks,-

'' What serves to pay the debts of the yeomanry and others? 
Sir, when oil will quench fire, I believe all this-and not until 
then. On the contrary, I think that the adoption of this Con
stitution makes against them (he refers to the yeomanry), 
though it may be something in favor of the merchants.'' 

There you have it. There you have much of the milk in the 
cocoanut of opposition. 

A careful perusal of the whole debate shows that another of the 
principal opponents was a Dr. Taylor-a delegate from Douglas in 
this county. He is reported in the debates as follows-raising this 
momentous point : 

"Dr. Taylor then asked why the federal city (he refers to 
the District of Columbia) need be ten miles square, and he 
asked whether one mile square would not be sufficient.'' 

I assume this thought was not the real reason of his opposition. 
He was apparently doing the old time obstructionist trick of try
ing to raise all the minor points possible to cloud up the whole and 
real issue. 
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We should bear in mind that during all this debate from which I 
quote, certain amendments had already been agreed to by all which 
constitute in substance the first ten Constitutional amendments
sometimes called the '' Bill of Rights Amendments.'' 

It will be of interest to quote a few more of the arguments in 
opposition. I quote them because they will give you a better idea 
of the feeling in the background that prompted the opposition. 

Benjamin Randall, delegate from Sharon said this: 

'' An old saying, Sir, is that 'a good thing don't need praising:' 
but, Sir, it takes the best men in the State to gloss this Con
stitution, which they say is the best human wisdom can invent. 
In praise of it, we hear the reverend clergy, the judges of 
the supreme court, and the ablest lawyers, exerting their 
utmost abilities. Now, Sir, suppose all this artillery turned 
the other way, and these great men would speak half as much 
against it, we might complete our business, and go home in 
forty-eight hours." 

Another delegate exclaimed that he would not trust '' a flock 
of Moseses. '' 

Another delegate took the opportunity to comment on George 
Washington, the President of the F ederal Constitutional Convention 
itself. He said, in his mind, " Washington's character fell 50%." 

Modern Presidents are not the only ones who get slapped on the 
wrist by noisy politicians. 

I will end up my quotations from the debates by taking a W orces
ter County delegate, Amos Singletary from Sutton (from whom 
a pond down that way has been named). This is what he said: 

'' These lawyers, and men of learning, and moneyed men that 
talk so finely, and gloss over matters so smoothly, to make us, 
poor illiterate people, swallow down the pill,-expect to get 
into Congress themselves; they expect to be the managers of 
this Constitution, and get all the power and all the money into 
their own hands, and then they will swallow up all us little 
folks, like the great leviathan, 1\fr. President; yes, just as the 
whale swallowed up Jonah. This is what I am afraid of.'' 

Yes, the passions, the prejudices and the fears of human nature 
are forever. They certainly exist ed in the fullest force 150 years 
ago. 
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Our own delegate, Bigelow, from this town, according to the 
report of the debates, did not open his head during the entire 
convention. His name only appears recorded in the final vote. 

The fate of the whole Federal Constitution practically hung in 
the balance at four p.m. February 6, 1788, at that meeting-house 
in Long Lane, Boston, when they took the poll of the delegates. 

Our David Bigelow voted ''no,'' against the adoption of the 
Constitution. We must assume he was representing the predomi
nant sentiment of our former townspeople. Why did he vote 
"no"? Was he one of that large group--spoken of by J\{adison 
and Knox-who were in favor of paper money? Or was he in favor 
of the cancellation of debts-both public and private-or was he 
simply following those who were? Or was he jealous of the mer
chants in the more prosperous and more thickly settled part of the 
State, or was he just afraid and without courage? 

What was the total vote? It was 187 for adoption to 168 against 
adoption; a majority of 19 only in a vote of 355, when this great 
issue hung in the balance. In Worcester county, out of 50 delegates 
in the Convention, but 7 voted for the adoption of the Federal 
Constitution and 41 against it: 2 dodged the ballot. The strong
est affirmative vote came from the eastern part of the State. The 
earlier settled towns where the merchants predominated, such as 
Boston and in Plymouth and Essex County, voted, with very few 
exceptions, in the affirmative. The small towns and all this section 
here voted against the Constitution. 

Professor Harding in his Harvard Historical Studies, before r~ 
£erred to, maintains, and with logic, that this old situation is much 
analogous to the present farm bloc, the farmers, or the yeomanry, 
being opposed to, and distrustful of, the city business men and 
the dwellers in the larger communities. 

It was a very narrow squeak for the Federal Constitution. 
Massachusetts barely came through for it. But common sense final
ly won, and the rising sun of the new republic was to rise, in spite 
of the vote of our Worcester delegate, and the Worcester County 
delegates. 

I held in my hand and read in the American Antiquarian Society 
last week an original letter from Samuel Salisbury of Boston to 
his brother Stephen Salisbury of Worcester. They were partners 
in business-running wholesale and retail stores both in Boston and 
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Worcester ( there is nothing new about chain stores) . In these 
stores certain merchandise was a very important factor, as you will 
note. Note also the date of the letter was exactly three days after 
the ratification. 

"Boston, February 9, 1788 
Brother Stephen: 

I congratulate you on the Constitution being adopted by this 
State. Your county you will see by the list is almost unani
mously against it. I think it is very discouraging-their rising 
against government. 

I now send by Mr. Flagg five barrels of rum and one box of 
sundries. I do not find we have any smaller handle frying 
pans than those sent you a few days ago. · 

I remain, 
Your affectionate brother, 

S. L. Salisbury." 

The significant statement in that Salisbury letter is that part 
which I will requote: 

'' Your county-is almost unanimously against the Constitu
tion. I think it is very discouraging-their rising against 
government.'' 

"Their rising against government"-he means their being 
against any form of government. At least that is the feeling 
that those in the eastern part of Massachusetts had as to the posi
tion of our Worcester County delegates. They seemed up here to 
be against any proposed form of law and order under a written 
Constitution. 

To summarize :-Here then there was proposed a balanced charter 
of government with unexampled opportunity for all, under which 
more humble people have come, or been born, and have risen and 
become great than anywhere else in all the world. Yet that charter 
of government was bitterly and almost successfully opposed by 
many of the people and by all the more radical element of that 
time. 

So perchance if we get pessimistic as to the politics and politi
cal agitation of today, may we remember there always has been
and always will be-a struggle between the conservatives and the 
radicals, between the constructionists and the destructionists. 
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These old fighters and politicians of the past soon forgot their 
passions and learned to live together amicably. We can do so. 
Somehow a study of history leads us to more toleration and a 
happier spirit in the present. 

The conflicting opinions of today, as in the past, must be thrown 
into the crucible of public discussion-and there be fused. And 
above all let us be sweet about it. And let us remember that a 
study of the past conclusively shows that human nature, whether 
expressed politically or otherwise, has not deteriorated a particle. 



AMONG THE SCHOOLBOOKS OF OUR FATHERS
A GHOST-WALK 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by Frank Colegrove, February 11, 1927 

There is a department of the library of this Society which is 
peculiarly instinct with the shadowy forms of the departed-and 
particularly I call it the ghost-land of the children. This is the 
collection of textbooks, the schoolbooks of our fathers, from the 
little great-greats looking out from the remote years, to the fathers 
of our own children. And amid the groups of children and 
youths are also mingled here and there silhouettes of the stately 
and formal figures of their elders. 

What a delightful experience it would be to go into one and an
other of the little red schoolhouses, and others, of the past, and 
see the little fathers and mothers at their tasks and their mischief, 
to rummage the desks and benches for the stuff of which their most 
truly selves were compacted, the well-thumbed books, with all their 
telltale marks. And why not let us go1 Here we have the books, 
with all their ghostly notations, the dog's-ears and finger marks, 
and notes and scrawls of use. And, indeed, here we have the chil
dren themselves ( and their sometimes funnier elders) , or at least 
their disjecta rnernbra, for not only are these old schoolbooks in
stinct with ghostly presences, but, as they actually were a part, 
and a most important part, of the realest selves of those whom they 
nourished, we are in fact, as we view these relics with both the 
physical and the spiritual eye brought into actual contact with 
those old young people. Pointing to these ''remains,'' we may, 
after the manner of Anthony, cry, See, here are the children them
selves! And from these parts we may, as the hypothetical natural
ist with a single bone of an extinct animal, reconstruct largely the 
mental personalities. Do you marvel at the gravity of some stern
faced ancestor, or the gentle seriousness of some preternaturally 
prim ancestress,-look at the textbooks which became they! 

If it is even in a measure true that knowing the physical food 
on which a man lives, we can tell somewhat of his characteristics, 
how much more if we know on what mental and spiritual food he 
is nourished, can we tell of his real self. 
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I have so much enjoyed some recent delvings among our text
books of all degrees of past-timeness, despite their frequently for
bidding external presentment and format, that I am inviting you 
to accompany me tonight, as may be possible through the medium of 
this paper, in a casual excursion up and down the shelves, pulling 
out a book here and there, as it strikes our interest or curiosity, or 
suggests memories and associations-with such chat the while as 
may be incited by these very human relics, and many digressions 
following the undercurrent of our imaginings as to the manner 
of people who were built up from this material. 

And if we may from these books visualize with keen interest the 
children growing up under their formative inftuence, with no less 
interest, and sometimes even more sympathy, will our backward 
look regard the makers of these quaint old documents, the rank 
beyond the outmost rank of the children, wondering on what mental 
pabulum they could have been reared, since they are quite unani
mous in assuring us that their own products are a great improve
ment on their predecessors' on which husks they must perforce have 
fed. 

By the way, you will note how closely my suggestion as to the 
'' real presence'' in these relics, on the side of the makers, jumps 
with the quaint old-time denomination of the posthumously pub
lished works of an author, as his ''remains,'' as, '' Select Remains of 
the Rev. John Mason, late rector, etc." 

Of course it is merely for our own mental convenience that we 
call attention to only the most distant rank of the makers of these 
books. In fact there is a continuous alternation of those who 
made them, and those who have been made by them-the particu
lar book in hand in any instance looking back to the one, and 
forward to the other. But in all we have the ghosts, the remains, 
the books which were part of the makers, and became part of the 
users. 

Fortunately many of these schoolbook makers are so frank in 
their confidences with the public, in advertisements, prefaces, etc., 
as to limn for us exquisite living, pulsing portraits of themselves, 
for which we owe them a lively gratitude. 

There are for us two main sources of enjoyment as we rummage 
amid this flotsam of the past. One is the pleasant personal remi
niscences, as we meet again these familiar comrades of our own 
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past, recognizing in them much of the beginnings of our present 
selves, and let our thoughts stray down the later years, following 
the widely divergent paths of many whose first steps paralleled 
ours. Or perhaps we find still more of the books which we have 
used, as teachers or parents, to start others on new trails. The 
other is the fascinating study of the older generations of children 
through these ghostly relics. At the first you· may cry, '' Shall these 
dry bones live 1 '' but as you let your fancy play, and your eyes 
become used to the dim light, you perceive that there is a spirit of 
life moving among them, and that not only are they clothed upon, 
but there is all the lively human interest and individuality among 
these, which make the study of the other ghosts whom we call the 
living so pathetico-humorous. 

My own fund of memories in this connection is abundant, as I 
have breathed the atmosphere of the schoolroom almost from my 
birth until middle age, first in New England and then in Western 
Virginia and Illinois, including nineteen years of teaching in 
schools of all grades and no grade, from the backwoods to college. 
So my companionship with ghosts whom I have known in the flesh 
is very extensive, and it is easy for me to blend with these, those 
whom I have known only through their ghostly relics. 

As I have suggested, the first aspect of the array of old-time 
textbooks is not attractive, but rather gloomy and repellant, but 
the persistent explorer, as he delves, will again and again be sur
prised into a hearty guffaw at some bit of delicious, though wholly 
unconscious humor, fl.ashing out from the dullest seeming page, 
until he will be prepared to sympathize with my inclination to call 
this paper: An Evening with the Gentle Humorists Who Enlivened 
the Schoolbooks of Our Fathers. But of course that would be 
unduly to emphasize the incidental, the casual and infrequent rush
lights amid the prevailing gloom of matter and form, which furnish 
the highlights for us looking back over so much that is dreary. 
Nature must perforce find some antidote for the hard textbooks, 
which in the main were not the beguilements to education of a 
vaudeville and movie age, but as the handfuls of dried pease alloted 
to the Hermit of Copmanhurst as his lawful provender. Grim and 
scantly relieved earnestness was the rule, calling for concentrated 
effort in the use, and the sad eyes of the painstaking authors, 
conscious benefactors all, would pursue me for any lack of respect-
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ful appreciation. So, while we shall not fail to refresh ourselves 
with the humor as we fare along, much of which, in truth, has 
gathered its flavor with the lapse of time, we must not give it an 
overprominent place. 

Our thought being chiefly of the children who have been nur
tured on these books, I shall in this survey notice mainly those 
touching the greatest numbers of the children, the readers, spellers, 
·'rithmetics and geographies, and the more elementary grammars, 
with but casual reference to the exceptional and higher texts. 

As in a picture we must, in order to produce a distinct and vivid 
impression, have a focus, or foci of interest, so must we do in this 
broad survey, and I have selected two such foci for our considera
tion-each with its own well-marked characteristics and conditions, 
and each also fairly representative of a large area. 

First, Western Virginia, as central to my own reminiscences, and 
representative of considerable portions of the south and west of our 
country, and particularly as eminently exemplary of conditions 
in which a few series of texts in the fundamental branches have 
exerted a marvelous influence upon the people of a large area en 
masse. 

And second, Worcester, as of course of prime interest to us, 
largely typical of the east, and especially illustrative of conditions 
of the earlier days of the country. Wholly similar conditions to 
those of the south and west did not exist here at any time, and 
the nearest approximation to them was from 50 to 100 years earlier. 

Here, in distinction from the standardization of texts, and conse
quent mass effects, suggested above, we have a field for the study of 
indivWuality in authorship, diversity of texts, and a resultant 
variety of idiosyncrasies in the ultimate product. 

If a psycho-chemical analysis could be made of the average citi
zen of West Virginia ( and in a degree of the south and the middle 
west generally) of the generations whose intellectual foundations 
were laid a half century or a little longer ago, it would show 
large percentages of McGuffey's Spellers and Readers, and Ray's 
Third Part Arithmetic, with varying but small percentages of 
Mitchell's Geography, Pinneo's Grammar, and Ray's Intellectual 
Arithmetic, and almost negligible traces of other texts. I should 
unhesitatingly name the first three of these as the prime educa
tional and humanizing influences. 
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Standardization and permanance of texts was practically a ne
cessity under the conditions of scattered population and individual 
furnishing of the books, enabling these to be used by the various 
members of the family in succession. And there was a sort of com
munity bond of real power in the fact that over large expanses all 
were familiar with the same books. The value to this region of 
McGuffey's Speller is not to be reckoned only in its strictly literary 
and memory-building function, but largely in its broader social 
service as the basis of the ''spelling-match,'' which has broken down 
many an inferiority complex, and started its erstwhile possessor on 
the upward path of leadership. 

And what McGuffey's Readers meant to these children and youths 
can hardly be exaggerated. I have often driven the whole Mc
Guffey team together, Speller, and Readers First to Sixth, and 
nothing else calls up in my memory so many familiar forms, now 
scattered far and wide, with the vivid impression of their person
alities, as these old readers, many extracts from which I still find 
myself repeating after all these years. F 'or one thing, they afforded 
to thousands of pupils absolutely their only contact with literature, 
and, considering that the whole content of the series became a 
familiar possession of all, in a school where all exercises and recita
tions were conducted in the one room, this was a most powerful and 
inescapable educational influence. The picture, common to my 
eyes, of a child sitting for hours each day on the rough benches, 
with a McGuffey's Speller as its sole textbook equipment, loses 
something of its cruel pathos when we consider that the entire 
literary and scholastic cosmos of the schoolroom was unrolled daily 
for its contemplation. Like the youthful Ruskin, shut in behind 
his little table in a corner of the room, picking up unnoticed what
ever he listed from the readings and conversations of his elders, 
these little ones absorbed, consciously and subconsciously, a vast 
amount of the passing panorama. And the older pupils were 
in turn, in the same way, constantly reviewing the ground previous
ly traversed. 

That the kingdom of McGuffey extended over other portions of 
our middle country than West Virginia, is confirmed in a letter 
from "Vic" Donahey, Governor of Ohio, to the Youth's Compan~on 
of March 25, 1926. After referring to the "little backwoods village 
nestled in the hills of eastern Ohio, environs of my early years,'' 
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and speaking of the inspiratiop. of the Companion, he says, '' And 
then who of the present middle-aged generation does not remember 
McGuffey's Readers? I suppose I am mistaken, but it seems to me 
the abandonment of these readers was an incalculable loss to the 
boys and girls of America. My father was a school-teacher and 
had me reading McGuffey's Third Reader before I attended school. 
All the McGuffey's Readers I read and reread as a boy. Many of 
the poems I can recite to this day, although I have not read them 
for years. A History of the Bible, the Youth's Companion, and 
McGuffey's Readers had the greatest influence on me as a child." 

The editors of the Companion comment on the above, as follows: 
'' Governor Donahey is right in lamenting the abandonment of 
McGuffey's Readers, but he will soon receive two of the new Atlan
tic Readers now being printed . . . These new readers will make the 
ten Donahey boys and girls even fonder of good reading than their 
father." 

The ideals of the youth of this region did not incline to the 
scholastic models of the east, but almost wholly to forensic and 
oratorical abilities, and hence these readers, stressing the rhetori
cal element, were far more suited to their genius than those whose 
main purpose was information. 

The peak of the rhetorical structure was "Kidd's Elocution," 
but this, like Ray's Fourth Part Arithmetic, rather represented the 
privileged classes, and was but sparsely available to the masses. 

In the West Virginia of my day Geography was not a popular 
study, and the older textbooks were most unattractive and ill suited 
to the use of the usually young and inexperienced teachers of the 
rural schools. However, poor tools, literary or mechanical, often 
attain the ends sought, by challenging the will and determination 
of the user, and so I once made a Geography class in a near-back
woods district of that State, which was the talk of the community. 
First came flat failure, with the impossible tools-then on Saturday, 
between breakfast and dinner, a 28-mile walk to purchase some 
sheets of bonnet board and a box of water-color paints, with which, 
and a pantagraph for copying and enlarging, I soon produced a set 
of wall maps which were suited to the work in hand. Later I im
ported from Boston a supply of little outline analyses which, with 
slight revision by myself fitted my maps. 

Now, to come to the east, and Worcester-let us glance at some 
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of the salient characteristics of the textbooks of New England, 
in distinction from those which we have been considering. Many 
of these sprang from its proximity, in point of intercourse and close 
ties of relationship, with England, and familiarity with its ideals 
and attainments in scholarship, the New England having indeed in 
its own bosom some of the greatest prodigies (I had almost said 
monstrosities) of learning, not all of whom were named Mather. 

These conditions, while not displacing the speller and reader, 
among the humanities, and the intermediate arithmetic on the 
practical side, from their preeminence, greatly modified their · na
ture, and advanced grammar, geography, and history to a higher 
place. 

The dominant religious ideals led to what seems to our age an 
overweighting of moral instruction in all sorts of schoolbooks
elaborate forms of public and private prayer in a "First Book" ! 
But perhaps the most characteristic result of the scholastic traditions 
was the constant crowding into a textbook on one subject, an 
epitome of all other known branches of learning. The authors 
were so overflowing with erudition ( or the lust of it), and had but 
the one small book in which to present it, so, whether it were a 
primer, a speller, or the classic example, and a Worcester produc
tion, an Infant-School Manual, in it all had to go. 

When a schoolbook has had the prodigious vogue of the Speller 
in the early days, it is well to inquire just what a speller was. At 
about 1845 one spelling book in England had been through more 
than 450 editions, and in this country Webster's had reached a sale 
of over 18,000,000 copies. Another fact, with a significance noted 
later, was that in spite of the great sale of a few leading works, 
there had been issued in this country since 1804, 110 different 
spelling-books. 

With most of us in our school days a blue or yellow spelling. 
book, a speller was, and nothing more, such was McGuffey's of 
blessed memory. But it was not ever thus. Here is what we might 
call "Worcester's Own," not Dr. Worcester's, that came later, but 
the speller with which Isaiah Thomas put Worcester on the edu
cational map. This was "Perry's Speller-the Only Sure Guide to 
the English Tongue," an English work, adopted and repeatedly 
revised and improved in the American editions. The Worcester 
issues of this work had by 1803 run through 14 editions ( consisting 



0 UR FATHERS-A GHOST - WALK 257 

of at least 300,000 copies), and there followed some 19 more editions 
by 1817. Of its nearly 200 pages, about half were devoted to 
spelling, and the rest comprised reading lessons, moral tales, and 
fables, and '' A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Tongue.'' 
Comprehensive-Yes, in the Appendix, not at the close or follow
ing, but in the very midst, among the various topics of orthography 
and grammar, are given directions: To Make good Black INK
also good Red INK. For the latter, 3 pints of stale beer is preferred 
rather than vinegar, and the black ink is to be put in a glass of 
brandy or other spirits to keep it from freezing. 

In the issue of 1805 Mr. Thomas omitted the Grammar, and 
included more of the moral tales and fables. 

In the west we have seen the great value of standardization of 
textbooks, under fitting conditions, but in the east there was early 
developed, with very interesting results, the very opposite condi
tions of authorship and publication-against uniformity, diversity 
-witness the 110 different spellers put forth here between 1804 and 
1845; over against impersonal corporate authorship, all varieties 
of individual idiosyncrasies, the books being made by very human in
dividuals in the most direct and untrammeled contact with their con
stituencies-touchingly solicitous alike for the discharge of their 
own heavy responsibilities, and for the well-being of the young 
gentlemen and ladies whom they seek to benefit. Their naive self
revelations, timidly but vividly presented, through advertisement, 
titlepage, preface, or other introduction, enable us to follow their 
most interesting ghosts back through the books which proceeded 
forth of them. Anybody, at the lightest suggestion of a "gentle
man of intelligence," usually a teacher, or the request of "several 
young ladies,'' would, with charming complaisance, blithely assume 
the role of author of a school-book. 

Of course it is here that we find the humorists, for humor is indi
vidual and spontaneous-we do not look to a syndicate publishing 
company for examples of it. It is ebullient personality. 

The first textbooks were of course a direct importation, chiefly 
from England, and when conditions began to permit of their pro
duction here, these still served as the basis, though constantly modi
fied in successive American editions. This portion of a rule for 
division, in an English imprint of 1697, I have not found exactly 
reproduced: '' In Division, set down your Dividend, and draw a 
crooked line at each end of it.'' 
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In the work of re-issuing the best foreign texts, Isaiah Thomas 
was among the noted pioneers. 

Amid the interesting but distracting multiplicity of texts, flowing 
from the conditions noted above, we can but touch upon one here 
and there, almost at random, as it attracts our attention. 

Even in the east, the successful presentation of Geography, from 
the available books, was recognized as difficult-witness the expedi
ents resorted to for associating an interest with it. A favorite one 
was the infusion of a strong tincture of astronomy, with a dash 
of mythology, and excursions into romance under the guise of 
natural history. Music and poetry were invoked perhaps not 
wholly without effect, as in Waters's Poetical Geography (With the 
Rules of Arithmetic in Verse). A single gem from this I think 
will suffice : 

'' The Temperate Zones are on those parts our ball, 
Which 'tween the polar curves and tropics fall. 

The Frigid Zones include both land sky 
Of parts which in the polar circles lie. 

And of the Polar Circles now I'll tell; 
They with the Tropics are found parallel; 
Just twenty three, one half, and nothing less, 
Aloof the Poles, these, in degrees, I guess.'' 

The rule for Cube Root I will spare you. 
Some of the older geographies are indeed interesting and funny 

enough to us, but how many years it has taken for them to become 
so! 

The first Geography printed in America was that of Jedidiah 
Morse, 1784. Before me is the third edition, 1791. This discourses 
pleasingly of a number of thing-the "tyger of America;" The 
Buffalo, from whose hair a "tolerable good cloth" is made; The 
Mammoth, "which is believed still to exist beyond the Lakes; " 
'' Molasses and water, which has become a fashionable drink. '' 

The Elements of Geography, published by Isaiah Thomas, Boston, 
1798, tells of the "Shining Mountains," lying away west of the 
Mississippi, but little known; also the White Mount~ns in New 
Hampshire, '' which have been elegantly described by Dr. Belknap 
in the 3rd volume of his History of that State.'' And it boasts 
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of a neat map of the United States and a beautiful chart of the 
whole world. 

Others of the early texts were no better and not so funny, and of 
course with the numerous later ones you are familiar, such as, in 
the middle-ground, Cornell's, Colton & Fitch 's, and Guyot 's. 

We are indebted for a most interesting glimpse into the Infant 
Schools of a former day, to a Worcester book, The Infant School 
Manual, 1844, designed "to redeem the valuable portion of life 
which passes between the time when children go from their mothers' 
arms, to that in which they are ordinarily sent to the common 
school. '' This book was not intended to be placed in the infants' 
hands, but as it abounds in examples of actual question and answer 
to be used with them, a few specimens will be more eloquent of its 
character than a mere statement of all the branches, known, and 
largely unknown, included. The teacher queries, '' What are 
oblique parallelopipeds 1'' Up come the hands, and a sweet childish 
treble pipes, "When the sides are rhombuses or rhomboides, and 
the four corners oblique angles.'' 

Presumably the faults of speech which the teacher will be care
ful to correct, mirror the cornnwn errors of the pupils-and we are 
surprised at the singular and picturesque errors in the use of the 
interjection which the uncensored speech of these infants must have 
revealed. Example,-Ah I ! Corrected,-Ah me! Other errone
ous usages noted : H eigh yours! Oh yours, hypocrites ! Alas we! 
(Should be, Alas us!). However, the faithful use of this little book 
must have nipped these particular faults in the bud, as in the course 
of a rather long life, much of it spent in the schoolroom, I have 
never known a child addicted to ejaculating in moments of emo
tional stress, Ah I, Ah I, what shall I do. So far this portion of 
life would seem to have been r edeemed. But alack, our children do 
not now prattle in either Alas we, or Alas us-the wheat having 
been rooted up with the tare. 

Definitions of the different causes of death. Eight of these are 
defined for these infants, and murder is further subdivided into 
five varieties, and then, when one dies without any perceptible 
means 1 No, not pauperism, but "the stroke of death." 

From the abundant entertainment in the field of natural history, 
in this remarkable book, I cull but a single example: '' How do the 
Indians capture them ( the turkeys) 1 They send a dog among 
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them first, but with the help of their wings they outrun the dog, 
and when they become tired of running, they fly upon the trees, 
from which the Indians knock them down with long poles, and 
kill them." This is delicious; I know of nothing better in its way 
unless in "Paul and Virginia," where, these delightful children 
becoming hungry in their explorations, Paul nonchalantly burns 
down a tree to obtain the nuts at the top. 

Of the Buffalo, since its known habitat seems to have been con
fined to Italy, I will make no further mention. 

The shadow of Lindlay Murray hung heavy over the field of 
Grammar, but there were not wanting kind souls to do their en
deavors to mitigate the gloom. The American Linguist, or Natural 
Grammar, presented in ' ' Social Lessons,'' with its '' P erfect Alpha
bet,'' and an elaborate use of the Musical Scale, was a noble at
tempt. The wonderful little girl ( the feebly disguised author), in 
conversations with whom the Social Lessons were administered, if 
she had occurred in real life would have gone up promptly to 
bother the angels, no doubt stopping them in the midst of a hosan
nah to ask some leading question regarding the musical technique. 

"The Little Grammarian," 1829, in lighter vein, relied chiefly 
upon a series of ingenious cuts. The author says : "We think the 
best plan yet adopted is the system of Mnemonicks, which is found 
highly useful in aiding the memory; as pictures excite attention 
and afford amusement to young minds. Children accustomed to view 
cuts will retain an indelible impression of the parts of speech.'' 
The cut before me, presenting graphically the characteristics of the 
verb, active, passive and neuter, has remained in my memory long 
enough to justify the above claim. The active (master with the 
rod) gives the strokes. The passive ( urchin in his grasp) 
receives. The neuter (the other boy, on the stool, hoping that 
he is not concerned neither gives nor receives, but remains inactive. 

'' The Ready Reckoner,'' a species of applied Arithmetic extinct 
in our time, was a vital necessity in the days when people really had 
'' all kinds of money,'' and must be their own banks of exchange in 
many of the intercourses of daily life. This one, being issued in 
Baltimore, must show in its tables the values of a guinea in Sterl
ing, in Maryland Money, and in U. S. Money. It quotes the value 
of the shilling in the various States, as follows : 
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6 shillings to the dollar in Vt., N. H., Mass., R. I., Conn., and Va. ; 
7 shillings six pence in N. J., Penna., Del. , and Md.; 
8 shillings in N. Y.; 
4 shillings 8 pence in S. C. and Ga. 
Numerous tables of values of foreign coins were also necessary. 
The Arithmetic was not suffered to escape the duty of moral 

training-" Emerson's First Part," 1857, says, "There were 7 
farmers, 3 of whom drank rum and whiskey, and became miserable; 
the r est drank water, and were healthy and happy. How many 
drank water?'' In the accompanying cut of great emotional value, 
no detail of contrast is lost. 

You will hardly explore a lot of old textbooks without coming 
upon, among the leaves, specimens of the Rewards of Merit; a char
acteristic one is before me, which has scattered smiles down a long 
career. Picture and text exactly fit each other, which is fortunate, 
as if separated it would be difficult to find a mate for either. Like 
mother, like daughter, was achieved then, as now, but by precisely 
opposite methods. Now mother and grandmother copy daughter, 
but then, and conspicuously in this picture, daughter is simply 
mother drawn to a smaller scale, and so~ is likewise a miniature 
of father. The text runs: 

See, F ather, Mother, see! 
To My Brother and to me 
Has our teacher given a card, 
To show that we have studied hard ! 
To you we think it must be pleasant 
To see us both with such a present.'' 

We are accustomed to textbooks issued wholesale and addressed 
to Tom, Dick and Harry, and Jack and Gill, equally, but those 
early individual authors were more discriminating, and often made 
their appeal to particular groups. 

There is the "Young Lady's Arithmetic," Leominster, 1797, 
Published by request of Several Young Ladies, desirous of adding 
to their other mental accomplishments the pleasing & Useful science 
of Figures. It does not contain the dollar sign, using the capital 
D instead, with the note: '' Another character is used, but there is 
no type at present." Shades of all the caricaturists of Uncle Sam, 
Mark Hanna, etc. ! Doubtless the types were all absorbed in the 
more urgent necessity of fitting out the books for young gentlemen. 
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"The Young Lady's Accidence, Etc.," Boston, 1793, was "de
signed principally for the use of Young Learners, more especially 
those of the Fair Sex, though proper for either.'' 

"Alexander's Grammar," however, of the same date, was frank
ly "for both sexes." But not so "The New Pleasing Instructor," 
Boston, 1799, which says: '' As it is the opinion of the most judicious 
of both sexes that public exhibitions, in speaking, are not only un
necessary but highly improper for Misses, the number of dialogues 
inserted is small, and these are designed only to assist them in 
learning to read this kind of compositions with propriety." 

"Corbett's Grammar (English)-In a Series of Letters," is per
haps the most distinctly specialized, being '' for the use of more 
especially Soldiers, Sailors, Apprentices and Ploughboys-Also six 
lessons intended to prevent Statesmen from using false grammar 
and writing in an awkward manner." 

"The Pennsylvania Spelling Book, or Youth's Friendly Monitor 
and Instructor,'' Providence, 1782, would lend a helping hand to 
( among other classes) ) '' illiterate domesticks. '' In a list of words 
accented on the last syllable, I find 0-range and Stock-holm. 

But perhaps the acme of appeal to class consciousness is shown in 
'' The Village Reader,'' Springfield, 1846. 

This survey has been full of surprises, perhaps none greater than 
the complaint of one of the authors that his predecessors seem to 
have had as their object merely the amusement of the pupils. I 
have pondered deeply over this statement, so seemingly incompre
hensible in view of the earlier books which have come under my 
notice. To be sure there is the " New Pleasing Instructor, or Young 
Lady's Guide to Virtue and Happiness,'' for '' General Instruction 
and Amusement," and containing the amusing sentiment which I 
have quoted elsewhere, but one swallow does not make a summer. 
Can it be that the reference is to the illustrations? It would seem 
a far cry . from these stern and rockbound old texts to the modern 
movies-but what if these nondescript :figures were really designed 
to play the part of the funnygraphs in our movies, inciting to 
hilarious mirth the unsophisticated youth of that day. There is at 
least food for thought in the suggestion, yet I rather incline to a 
second theory, in some respects perhaps more suited to the genius 
of our revered ancestors. These pictures, running largely to Natu
ral History, in which field, though all are eminent for badness, the 
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limit surely is reached in a little German primer printed in Ger
mantown, 1805, where the fox may be known by the goose in its 
mouth, the stork by an eel or snake in its beak or wriggling at its 
feet, and others are not known by anything. The fact that these 
passed the limit of intended pictures of real objects, suggested my 
theory-symbols. 

In view of the universal difficulty of getting young pupils to use 
readily the symbols so essential in Algebra and the higher mathe
matical studies, these which we have regarded as pictures of beasts, 
etc., bearing some such faint relation to their originals as the letter 
A does to the bull's head from which it derived, were evidently de
signed to meet the case. The child so accustomed to the elephant 
symbol, for instance, that it could follow: '' There were three ele
phant symbols, and one ran away; how many elephant symbols 
remained?'' would not stumble over 5x less 3x equals 2x. 

But perhaps you doubt if these illustrations were as painful 
( apart from our theories) as I have suggested. Very well, let us 
hear some contemporaneous testimony. John Downes, who used 
Perry's Speller in his school days, noted on the margin of the stand
ing frontispiece, in restrained language, '' This picture was a mar
vel to me." And in "Peter Porcupine's Political Censor," for 
March, 1797, was published the Will and Testament of the said 
Peter, in which, among other items, is the following bequest to his 
"dear fellow laborer, Noah Webster : " "I likewise bequeath to the 
said gentleman citizen, Six Spanish milled dollars, to be expended 
on a new plate of his portrait at the head of his Spelling-book, 
that which graces it at present being so ugly that it scares the chil
dren from their lessons.'' 

Then there is the perhaps not previously understood incident of 
the "pirated edition" of the Pleasing Instructor, in which the 
'' four elegant copperplate cuts'' fail to _appear. Having examined 
the cuts, I am convinced that the pirates deserved well of their 
country. 



FIREARMS-THEIR EVOLUTION AND WORCESTER'S 
PART THEREIN 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by William Woodward, April 11, 1930 

Time permitting it would be an interesting and profitable study 
to trace the evolution of offensive and defensive weapons from the 
age when stone implements were the only destructive tools of war
fare, to the present more compassionate era when men and nations 
give expression to Christian kinship and brotherly love through 
the medium of repeating-rifles, gatling guns, TNT, Big Berthas 
and those beguiling undersea contraptions commonly identified as 
submarines. Suffice it to say in this connection, that in due course 
stone weapons were superseded by those of bronze, in the more ap
pealing guise of daggers, spearheads and javelins, during the era 
when that metal held preeminence in the domain of arts and utili
ties. 

If Homer's intimations are to be credited, it would appear that 
most Grecian armor, defensive and offensive, was of bronze, although 
iron probably was used for swords. However, the usual weapons 
of that period were the lance, spear, and javelin. The bow was 
mentioned, but not often. Ulysses is represented as being very 
expert in use of the bow. Among the ancient Egyptians the bow was 
the leading weapon of their infantry. With many of the ancient 
peoples the sword was the common instrument of warfare. A char
acteristic weapon of the Roman soldiery was the pilum, a kind of 
pike or javelin, five or six feet in length, with wood shaft and iron 
head. Battering-rams were also in use by the Romans, for making 
breaches in walls of fortified places. Of course these types of war
fare called for defensive armor such as shields, helmets, cuirasses, 
and greaves. 

The outstanding weapons of the early Germanic races were the 
· battle-axe, the lance or dart and the sword. With but slight varia
tions, form and adaptation, the above mentioned offensive weapons 
were used by most of the northern and western nations of Europe 
in ancient days. 

It should be mentioned that in England archers were at all times, 
before the invention of gunpowder, an important and sometimes 
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the chief force in the army. The bows used were small, about a 
yard in length. The sling, strange to say, was not an unimportant 
defensive weapon among western peoples to the time of invention 
1>f gunpowder. With the invention of gunpowder (in crude form, 
probably, in the fourteenth century), came a radical change in 
the methods and accessories of warfare. The only important 
weapon, not a firearm, invented after the introduction of gun
powder, was the bayonet, about 1650, used first in the French army. 

The evolution of mechanism for use of gunpowder and other high 
explosives is another illuminating chapter in the development of 
firearms, for the most part beyond the limitations of this paper. 

Firearms is a general term for all kinds of cannon, guns, rifles, 
fowling-pieces, pistols, et cetera, which discharge by combustion of 
gunpowder or other explosives. This form of weapon originated in 
the East at about the beginning of the fourteenth century, passing 
thence to Europe. Cannon were the first type of firearms generally 
employed, being mentioned in England in 1338, and were breech 
loading. The first projectiles were of stone. 

Hand firearms date from the fifteenth century. In England yeo
men of the guard were armed with them in 1485. At first these 
guns required two men to serve and the muzzle had to rest on a 
stand. The rifle was invented in Leipsic in 1498. Light hand 
firearms, called "petronels," seem first to have been used by cavalry, 
and were fired like cannon by means of a slow-match. The earliest 
improvement was the matchlock (1476), by which the slow-match 
was attached to the trigger and thus brought in touch with the 
powder in a small pan at the breech. This form of ignition was 
not abandoned until the beginning of the eighteenth century. This 
wa:s followed by the flintlock where the powder was ignited by a 
spark from a fl.int, the mechanism lifting a cap from the container 
which served to keep the powder dry as well as protect it from 
wind. The chief objection to this type of ignition was slowness in 
operation. The flintlock was in universal use until succeeded by 
the percussion lock, invented by a Scotch clergyman, Forsyth by 
name, in 1807, and adopted generally by 1840. Anyone who may 
have visited the Tower of London in recent months, very likely was 
shown a memorial tablet honoring this distinguished Scotsman, who 
made distinctive contribution to arms and implements of war, his 
earliest invention having been a detonating powder for the secret 
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of which Napoleon is said to have offered $100,000. The '' Forsyth 
Lock,'' was extensively pirated by the French, for which illegal act 
they were forced by the inventor to make suitable restitution. 

The rifle came into general use in America, so far as it could be 
obtained, during the Revolutionary War. fioneers in our western 
wilds long had used this type of firearm. 

The breech-loading rifle first was suggested in 1813, by one Hall, 
an American, uniting powder and ball in a single cartridge, in
serted without delay and fired more rapidly than the muzzle-loading 
smooth-bore gun. For a considerable period this mechanism did 
not attract much attention in the United States, for the reason that 
the prevailing type in the army and elsewhere was the flint-lock, 
and the expense of making the change seemed prohibitive. Many ex
periments were made with the breech-loader with pronounced suc
cess, and in due time it claimed recognition. This same Mr. Hall 
also conceived the idea of making interchangeable parts for guns. 
The experiment was tried of dismantling 200 of these guns and 
thoroughly mixing the parts. Then the guns were re-assembled with 
parts taken at random from the collection. They functioned per
fectly . Thus standardization of mechanical devices had its incep
tion a century since, again demonstrating to us moderns the 
fundamental truth of the scriptural adage that there is nothing new 
under the sun. This system was introduced in all armories in the 
United States. England becoming interested, sent here for machin
ery, and adopted the system in her factories. 

The percussion cap, an indispensable part of modern firearms, 
was invented in 1817. The famous Colt repeater, or six-barrel 
revolver, was devised about 1835, 60,000 being produced annually in 
the early years. This phenomenal output inspired many competi
tors, notably, Allen, Whitney, Smith & Wesson, and Lowell. Dur
ing the Civil War this type of weapon was largely used with great 
success. 

It is probably known generally that the distinctive feature of the 
rifle, as the name implies, is the spirally grooved barrel, causing the 
bullet to revolve laterally as it leaves the muzzle, insuring greater 
accuracy in firing. 

Gunmaking in our colonies was entirely handwork, and artisans 
were known as gunsmiths. Every considerable community had 
one at least. They were highly skilled mechanics and the product 
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was well regarded. But, necessarily, the output was limited, simply 
enough to supply domestic needs for personal defense against In- · 
dians and wild animals, and to supply food as needed. Most house
holders had one gun at least, often two or more, of more or less 
ancient vintage. This demand was the basis of a thriving business 
in private workshops. Apprenticeship to the industry offered 
thorough training for young men of mechanical bent and industrious 
habits, and, for the times, the financial rewards were considered 
attractive. 

While these methods of gun production were adequate for house
holders' requirements, the situation changed vitally when war with 
the Mother Country finally developed. Immediately the gunsmith 
industry became wholly inadequate to meet the situation. England 
was the only country from which under normal conditions we 
might reasonably have hoped to supplement our local limited out
put, and the imminence of war immediately closed this door. In 
fact, England's first aggressive measure was the prohibition of ex
port of firearms to the Colonies. F'rance and Switzerland were pro
ducers of arms, but their resources were comparatively limited. 

One inevitable result of this alarming situation was a tremendous 
spur to the gunsmith industry in this country. Towns, villages, and 
the wide countryside bore stirring witness to the industrial impulse. 
But the product being almost entirely handwork, the output was 
ridiculously inadequate. The steady growth of the population itself 
had greatly quickened demand for guns for domestic and sports
manship purposes. 

No one questions, I think, the statement that but for this severe 
handicap of the Colonial forces, in all probability the war for inde
pendence would measurably have been shortened. England fully 
realizing her opportunity saw to it that this technical advantage 
was duly protected. An historic illustration of this impelling 
situation is the notable expedition of General Henry Knox to 
Fort Ticonderoga and his return to Cambridge in midwinter, under 
perilous conditions of transportation, to make available numerous 
cannon and field-pieces, captured from the British and there stored, 
which enabled Washington to raise the embarrassing siege of 
Boston. 

With this historical prelude or background we are prepared more 
intelligently to relate activities in Worcester County in the firearms 
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industry to the situation which in some measure it assisted in 
relieving. 

The first gunsmith of public record in the town of Worcester was 
one William Johnson, in 1787, of whom little is definitely known. 
This may be accounted for in part at least by the fact that in those 
early years Worcester was less prominent in this industry than 
the neighboring towns, Leicester and Sutton. Leicester became 
quite famous in 1787 by virtue of the skilled devices and high-grade 
workmanship of Thomas E arle, gunsmith, whose inventions and 
products were known ·far and wide. (It is superfluous to say to a 
Worcester audience of this character that Thomas Earle was a 
progenitor of the notable Earle family of Worcester which has done 
so much for the city along mechanical, artistic and educational lines. 
Thomas K. Earle was for many years a prominent manufacturer of 
card-clothing. His brother, Edward Earle, merchant and manufac
turer, was Mayor of Worcester in 1871. Stephen C. Earle was a 
distinguished architect, and his son, Admiral Ralph Earle, is now 
president of the Polytechnic Institute-to mention only a few 
outstanding members of the family.) 

In Sutton, about the middle of the eighteenth century, lived and 
wrought at their trade, in that part of the town now known as West 
Millbury, Asa and Andrew Waters. Their old armory stood where 
the mill of Crane & Waters was located more recently, in Braman
ville. Here a thriving business was carried on for many years. In 
1779, the manufacture of gunpowder was begun here and samples 
of the product were sent to the government for testing. Asa Waters, 
2nd, began the manufacture of guns here in 1808, and Congress 
contracted with him for a five years' term, which was renewed 
many times thereafter. He made many important improvements 
in the manufacture of guns and was the first in this country to use 
water-power in making gun barrels. He devised a method by which 
trip-hammers striking 400 blows per minute were utilized in making 
these barrels, which, previously, had been made by grinding and 
filing into form, a process necessarily slow and, hence, costly. In 
1819, he patented a lathe for turning gun-barrels to uniform thick
ness. He saw need for a machine to make uniformly rounded ends 
for these barrels, and devised one. In connection with Thomas 
Blanchard, an ingenious young man of the town, who later became 
notable for many other mechanical devices, Mr. vVaters invented the 
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cam motion for the lathe, whereby any form could be turned, an 
invention which has been of vast service to the mechanical world. 
The gun business continued here until 1845 when the government 
began establishing its own armories through the country and so 
discontinued its private contracts. 

In 1819, in a small shop in Millbury, Ichabod Washburn, founder 
of the steel industry in Worcester, made ramrods, with financial 
assistance from Daniel Waldo of Worcester. This business removed 
to Worcester later the same year. These were the days of muzzle
loading guns and the ramrod was an essential accompaniment of 
the equipment. 

Hon. Charles G. Washburn's Industrial Worcester is a most ex
haustive and authoritative record of Worcester's development along 
industrial lines, and the chapter devoted to the steel industry has 
been utilized generously in the preparation of this paper from this 
point in our discussion. 

Among the earlier and better known gunsmiths of the village 
of Worcester should be mentioned Harding Slocomb, who hung out 
his sign in the later months of 1820, at a shop a little to the 
south of the Court House, where he had undertaken the manufac
ture of "twist and straight rifles & fowling-pieces," and where 
he sold flints for guns and pistols. 

In 1825, Ware and Wheelock, on Front St., opposite the City 
Hall, were engaged in the production of guns of various types. 

In 1833, we might have found Joseph S. Ware and John R. 
Morse located in Main St., as manufacturers, upon order, of guns, 
rifles, fowling-pieces, and muskets. No doubt there were other 
competitors for this class of business whose names and styles 
have escaped the musty annals of this early period. 

It was about this time-second quarter of the nineteenth century 
-that industrial Worcester began to find its place in the world of 
mechanical achievement. Industrial preeminence which has been 
Worcester's proud distinction for more than a century, here and 
now gained its first firm footing. And the gun business was no 
laggard in the highly creditable advance. 

The outstanding name in the firearms industry in Worcester, 
known and honored throughout the world for many years as manu
facturer and inventor, is that of Ethan Allen. Born in Bellingham, 
this state, in 1810, Mr. Allen became identified distinctively with the 
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arms business at New England Village in Grafton, in 1832, where 
he manufactured the Lambert Cane Gun, in connection with shoe 
cutlery. In 1834 he produced the saw-handle target rifle pistol 
at his shop in that village. Regarding this pistol Mr. Washburn 
tells this incident: "It is said that in 1835 Mr. Allen took one of 
the pistols to New York and showed it to a Mr. Speis, who was en
gaged in selling firearms, and asked if there would be any demand 
for such an article. Mr. Speis looked at the pistol and said : 'Do 
you make these?' Mr. Allen replied, 'yes.' 'What is your price?' 
Mr. Allen named it. 'Why don't you ask twice as much 1' was the 
reply. 'I will take all you can make.' With this practical incentive 
Mr. Allen returned to his shop in New England village and entered 
upon his long and successful career as inventor and producer of 
firearms in ever-increasing number and variety.'' 

Later Mr. Allen invented the self-cocking revolver, which had 
wide reputation, especially during the Mexican War and the years 
of the California gold excitement. In 1837 he took his brother-in
law, Charles Thurber, into partnership. Thurber was teaching in 
the Thomas St. school here, and was inventor of the first practical 
typewriter. This business relationship with Allen continued until 
1856, under style of Allen & Thurber. A little later another brother
in-law, T. P . Wheelock, was associated with Allen with the firm 
name of Allen & Wheelock. 

In 1842, the company moved to Norwich, Conn., continuing the 
arms business there. In 1847 they returned to Worcester, locating 
in the Merrifield Building on Union St., an industrial center even in 
those days. Here they remained until the great fire in 1854, after 
which they built a factory at the "Junction," so called, adjoining 
South Worcester railway station of the early days. This building is 
now standing bordering the rail way tracks between Jackson and 
Hermon Streets. Here the business continued until 1889. 

Following the decease of his partner, Mr. Wheelock, Allen associ
ated himself with two sons-in-law, Sullivan Forehand and Henry C. 
Wadsworth (1865), under firm name Ethan Allen & Company. 
This style continued until the decease of Mr. Allen in 1871, when the 
name was changed to Forehand & Wadsworth. In 1883 Mr. Fore
hand succeeded to the business, under same style, which, after 
1876, was located in "Tainter's Mill," South Worcester. (Now 
part of Crompton & Knowles Loom Works' plant.) At Mr. Fore-
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hand's decease the business was sold to the Hopkins & Allen Arms 
Company, a competitor, and was removed to Norwich. 

The products of the Allen Company, under its varied titles, en
joyed a nation-wide reputation for excellence of workmanship and 
originality of devices. l\ir. Allen was a notable inventor as well 
as a skilled and successful manufacturer. Among his many patents 
was a double-barreled, breech-loading, sporting gun, with steel 
shells which could be reloaded at will. He was the originator, in 
this country, of double-barreled shot-guns and fowling-pieces. 
Allen & Wheelock were among the first to produce breech-loading 
guns (1855-58), which were adopted in Europe. The now familiar 
metallic cartridge was an original feature of this type of gun. These 
cartridges had been made by hand, both here and abroad, a slow 
and expensive process. l\£r. Allen, keenly alive to the necessity of 
lowering the cost of so important a feature of breech-loading 
guns, patented the first machines for their manufacture in this 
country. The heading machine for these cartridges, which in a 
few years had world-wide recognition, and use, was Mr. Allen's 
invention. At the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia in 1876, 
a set of these machines was shown in operation and attracted great 
attention. 

It is claimed that Mr. Allen produced a greater variety of fire
arms than any competitor in the country, "from the whale-bone 
lance to the cheap fourth-of-July pistol, and every variety of 
fowling-piece.'' In the transition from· exclusively hand work of the 
early days, to perfected interchangeable machine products, Mr. 
Allen was a pioneer. His name gave and still continues to give pre
eminence in mechanical skill and inventive genius to historic, indus
trial Worcester. 

One of the appealing experiences of my boyhood years, whenever 
I chanced to journey to the "South End" of those days, was the 
privilege and delight to gaze upon and across the broad, cultivated 
reaches of Mr. Allen's noble estate on Main St., extending from 
Wellington St. to Piedmont St., thence along Piedmont St. as far 
as the present Jaques A venue, its most northerly line, and thence 
to Wellington St. again. Setting well back from the center of this 
expansive area looking from Main St., was the ample, immaculately 
white-pillard mansion, embowered in a background of verdant 
maples, pines, and spruces. The beguiling charm of the perennial 
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fountain, spouting merrily the twelve months round, fed from 
inexhaustible sources at the far northerly limits of the city; the 
fascinating circular pool in the immediate foreground looking 
from Main St., stocked always with brilliant, iridescent gold and 
silver fish; the well groomed greensward, sloping in graceful lines 
from the enfolding elevations; the abundant, colorful flower-beds, 
artistically and conveniently placed immediately in front of the 
mansion, have not even yet lost their aesthetic appeal. 

Those among you having had the privilege of looking upon this 
panorama of beauty, and who are now bold enough to acknowledge 
memories covering the intervening years, will agree, I feel assured, 
that few estates of Worcester's honored citizens and benefactors of 
those days, were calculated to make more enduring appeal to the 
aesthetic senses, than the finely appointed acres comprising the 
homestead of our esteemed citizen Ethan Allen. 

An early invasion of the original bounds of this extensive estate 
was the gift of two house lots, with the houses later erected there
upon, to his daughters when they became the wives respectively of 
Sullivan Forehand and Henry C. Wadsworth. These houses are 
still standing at the original locations at Piedmont and Main 
Streets. The brick house on the corner was owned and occupied at a 
later date by Hon. Charles B. Pratt, one-time mayor of the city. 
The adjoining frame house was the home for many years of Eli 
J. Whittemore, a wealthy manufacturer and financier. But, alas, 
the on-rushing tide of human enterprise and hectic expansion has 
obliterated the last vestige of the sumptuous home-acres and man
sion of which Worcester's citizens were so justly proud. 

But, again to the theme of the evening. 
In 1856, Eli Thayer, the noted anti-slavery advocate and mem

ber of Congress from this district ( also, founder and builder of 
Oread Institute, of Main St. South), controlled the rights to manu
facture the B. F. Joslyn newly invented rifle. This was regarded as 
superior to the noted "Sharpe rifle," which was much in vogue, on 
account of its rapidity of loading and the simplicity of construc
tion. In 1859 the stone shop at South Worcester, just north of 
Cambridge St., was purchased and the Joslyn breech-loading gun 
was turned out in quantities. In 1860 the War Department ordered 
one thousand of these rifles, said to have been the largest order for 
firearms ever given to one firm in the country. For some reason the 
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enterprise was abandoned at a later date, and in 1861 the building 
was used as a soldiers' barracks. After the war it was known as 
'' Adriatic Mills'' where fabrics of some kind were made. 

About this time, the records reveal, Nathan Washburn of Worces
ter (not one of the Ichabod Washburn family) was making five tons 
of rifle-barrel iron per day for the United States armory at Spring
field, Mass., and was under contract to furnish 100,000 musket 
barrels. 

Obviously, these specialized activities were inspired by necessities 
of the Civil War, giving definite direction to industry in general. 
And so we find Osgood Bradley, probably the outstanding railway 
car manufacturer of his day, whose name is still with us, in this 
connection, turning out gun-carriages at his shop near Washington 
Square on Grafton St. 

Also, Wood & Light, machine-tool workers at the "Junction," 
were supplying Springfield armory with needed equipment. 

Lucius W. Pond, a prominent machine-tool maker and inventor, 
was building light rifle cannon of which he was inventor, kno~ 
as the '' Ellsworth gun.'' This was a four-foot breech-loading rifle
gun, carrying a chilled conical ball weighing 18 ounces, which was 
projected a distance of three miles. The gross weight of gun was 
450 pounds, the cost $350. 

About 1861, George Crompton, well-known founder of the loom 
industry here, added to his developing business the manufacture of 
gun-stocks, which were sold to gunmakers of the period. At the 
close of the Civil War this branch of the business was given up. 

An employee of Allen & Wheeler, Frank Copeland, set up on his 
own account in 1863, at No. 17 Hermon St., a business destined to 
leave its impress upon the industry for many years. At first he 
manufactured revolvers. In 1876 he invented a single shot, breech
loading sporting gun known as '' The Champion. '' He produced 
later a single-barrel sporting gun called the "F. Copeland Gun," 
which proved to be superior to other guns in general service quality 
and of greater propelling power. Later still, at same location, the 
gun business was succeeded (1889), under management of Mr. 
Copeland, by the manufacture of a small vertical steam-engine from 
one to twenty horsepower. 

Johnson & Bye were engaged in the :firearms business here about 
1871. Martin Bye was regarded as the mechanical genius of the 
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organization, perfecting the early gun models and laying the foun
dation of a business which has been markedly prosperous. Later, 
Iver Johnson & Company succeeded, continuing for several years at 
the old location, 44 Central St. There they employed about 200 
hands. Their product has been air-pistols, guns, revolvers, together 
with ice and roller skates, and what has long been a serviceable and 
popular bicycle. (Parenthetically, let me add, what may be of in
terest in this connection, especially to sport lovers, that Major 
Taylor of this city, who gained international repute a generation ago 
as champion bicyclist of his day, won his laurels astride an Iver 
Johnson machine.) 

Iver Johnson Company moved to Fitchburg in 1891, where, ever 
since, they have had a notable career in the arms industry. Before 
the deeease of Iver Johnson his sons came into the business to 
which they at length succeeded and still continue. 

In July, 1862, a patent was granted to Theodore R. Timby of 
Worcester, for improvements in a revolving battery-tower and for 
discharging guns by electricity. 

In 1862, Ball & Williams, in School St., manufactured the Ballard 
rifle, known as a cavalry rifle, which was made until about the 
close of the Civil War. It was a breech-loading gun, ·using a .42 
metallic cartridge, the invention of Mr. Charles Ballard, a foreman 
for Ball & Williams. The company employed about 100 men. 

December, 1862, records the invention of Stevens' Platoon gun, 
designed by W. X. Stevens, of Worcester. 

In April, 1863, Charles S. Colman designed and patented a 
breech-loading gun. 

An organization known as Green Rifle Works appears in the 
records as doing business at the Junction shop in December, 1862. 
There seems to be no present knowledge of the type of gun it 
produced. 

For the reason that two guns of his devising and manufacture are 
to be found in this society's collection of firearms, I feel at liberty 
to mention the name of Francis G. Woodward, one of the pioneer 
mechanics of this city. He learned the trade of gunsmith in the shop 
of John C. Mason, at Keene, N. H ., of which, later, he became the 
owner. He was a graduate of the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 
Troy, N. Y., class of 1839, reeceiving the lVI. E . degree. He came to 
Worcester in the early forties as superintendent of William A. 
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Wheeler's engine works, located on Thomas St. It was one of the 
largest steam engine works in New England at the time. Being of an 
inventive turn of mind Mr. Woodward patented many devices for 
steam engines, sewing machines, railway switches, machine tools 
and, incidentally, for firearms. The manufacturing of heavy iron
working machinery at length engaged his attention almost exclu
sively, so that his interest and attention were diverted from fire
arms and other smaller devices. The guns to be seen in our society's 
collection are the sporting rifle and a target gun, both breech
loading, with steel shells for powder and ball. These steel cartridges 
would seem to indicate that the guns were brought out before or 
early in the period of copper cartridges, first introduced by Ethan 
Allen in 1855. 

The firearms industry in Worcester was promoted appreciably 
by accession of Franklin Wesson in 1859. He opened a factory 
in Merrifield's building, Exchange St., removing later to Manchester 
St. His earliest production was a single-shot, breech-loading pocket 
pistol, used with a cartridge. During the Civil War he made 
20,000 guns for the United States government. He continued a suc
cessful business for many years. In 1889 he was manufacturing 
long and short range sporting rifles and pocket pistols. 

In 1871, 1\1:r. Wesson associated himself with his nephew, Gil
bert H. Harrington, who had been an employee of a small shop 
owned by Ballard & Fairbanks, makers of revolvers, located on 
Jackson St. This firm was unsuccessful financially and, after an 
all too brief record, liquidated the business. 

Mr. Harrington had developed a pronounced aptitude for inven
tive insight, and at the age of twenty-six had produced the first 
shell-ejecting revolver, which was to give him distinction in the 
world of firearms. 

Believing the addition to his product of the promising Harring
ton revolver would be of mutual advantage, Mr. Wesson and his 
nephew united their interests in a portion of the Wesson factory 
on Manchester St. Needless to say, the shell-ejecting revolver be
came the outstanding feature of the company's products. In 1874, 
Mr. Harrington purchased Wesson's interest in the revolver busi
ness, associating himself with William A. Richardson, a former 
fellow workman in the Ballard & F'airbanks shop, who had charge 
of the mechanical end of the new enterprise. The firm name of 
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Harrington & Richardson was adopted, manufacturing the shell
ejecting revolver. In 1876 the business was removed to Hermon 
St. In 1888 it was incorporated as Harrington & Richardson Arms 
Company. Its consistent growth and its reliable product made in
evitable larger quarters for development, resulting in the erection, 
in 1893, of the commodious factory since occupied by it, at Park 
A venue and Chandler St. 

Intensive application to a constantly expanding business had, 
almost unawares, taxed the physical resources of the energetic part
ners to the breaking point. In the early months of 1897, Mr. Har
rington's health declined rapidly. Prolonged rest failed to reclaim 
lost ground. On June 22nd, he was deceased. Strangely, after 
lingering illness, Mr. Richardson died in November, the same year. 
This unusual and lamentable situation necessitated reorganization 
of the personnel of the company. Fortunately for the business it 
was favored with dependable resources within itself. Mr. George F. 
Brooks, who had been connected with the business in its accounting 
and credit department since 1878, having been its secretary since 
incorporation, was the logical selection for treasurer and general 
manager. Edwin C. Harrington, eldest son of the founder, then but 
20 years of age, very properly was chosen president. John W. 
Harrington, the younger son, just about closing his academic train
ing, entered the business in the industrial department, which since 
has been his outstanding concern, although in recent years he has 
been its treasurer. For the past thirty years the management has 
been creditably administered by these worthy successors of the saga
cious, far-sighted founders. 

About 1900, the manufacture of single-barrel shot-guns was 
added to the products of the factory, necessitating an addition of 
sixty feet to the Park Avenue frontage of the buildings. 

In 1901, as immediate result of the company's expansion of its 
foreign trade, a ninety-foot, five-story extension of the Chandler 
St. frontage was made necessary. These additions with the original 
buildings, gave the company about 75,000 square feet of floor-space 
to meet legitimate expansion. The working forces had increased 
from 250 men at time of entering the new plant, to 600 employees 
at date of which this is the record. 

In 1904, the machinery of the John P. Lovell Company, Portland, 
Maine, was acquired. As that company had manufactured Bean's 
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improved handcuffs, this industry was continued by the Worcester 
company. For many years these have been in general use. 

The output of The Harrington & Richardson Arms Company has 
been increasingly varied. A few outstanding models may be men
tioned in this connection : Automatic double-action revolvers; 
bicycle double-action revolvers; a variety of hammerless models; 
Vest-pocket and Young America safety-hammer revolvers (for sport 
uses) ; single and double-barrel shot-guns of great simplicity of 
construction. The peak of its production of revolvers was reached 
in 1895-1896. 

During the World War the United States government sought the 
aid of this company for production of standard guns for use here 
and over-seas. These were similar to the model being turned out 
at Springfield armory. Large orders were in sight for the company, 
but delivery was required within three months. Washington's rep
resentatives were told that delivery was impossible in less time 
than fifteen months, so numerous were to be the necessary readjust
ments in patterns and equipment. Mr. Brooks' familiarity with the 
intricacies of the business under such conditions seemed to warrant 
the time limit set by him. Representatives of the war department 
would not wait so long, and the order was given to a competitor 
with, apparently, satisfactory assurances for early deliveries. It 
is illuminating to be reminded that as a £act the contracting com
pany £ailed to make deliveries even within the fifteen months period 
specified by Mr. Brooks. It is now known that this unexpected but 
not unwarranted delay resulted in severe monetary losses to the 
over-confident contractors. Naturally, the situation afforded the 
officials of the Worcester company reassuring feelings of compla
cency, and, incidentally, added to their reputation for good judg
men while reenforcing in significant degree the financial resources 
of the treasury. 

This company was asked, also, to bid for the production of 200,000 
Belgian guns during the war period and £ailed to receive the con
tract in competition with a slightly lower bidder. 

The Harrington & Richardson Arms Company is and for many 
years has been the only manufacturer of firearms located in 
Worcester. As is known generally, constant legislative regulation 
of the sale of firearms, especially of revolvers, has seriously inter
fered with the industry in the United States. The output today is 
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but a fraction of that of former years. Sporting goods, including 
shot-guns and rifles, have suffered less in this respect than revolvers, 
for obvious reasons. These legal restrictions account, no doubt, in 
large measure for the diminution of companies now engaged in the 
arms business. In the exigency of war, however (which most of us 
are now struggling to believe is to be less threatening in the future 
than it has been in the past), the advantage to a nation with facili
ties at hand to supply the grim materials for such an emergency, 
would be profoundly appreciated, as we of this generation have 
abundant reason to know. This fact in mind may suggest the prac
tical necessity for maintaining the arms industry, in some of its 
ramifications, as one of the resourceful agencies of our industrial 
organization. 

And so, all too briefly for the inherent importance of the record, 
have we attempted to emphasize the significance of the firearms 
industry, among several hundred other industries, great and small, 
which during more than a century, have brought deserved fame 
and fortune to Worcester and to its aggressive, forward-looking 
citizenship. Its inventors and industrial promoters have been men 
of genius, of high honor and of significant leadership, of whom we 
well may be proud. They deserve affectionate enrollment with 
other illustrious benefactors of this no-mean-city, which very fitting
ly we have chosen to designate '' THE HEART OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH.'' 



JAMES GREEN, 1841- 1926 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by Robert K. Shaw, October 14, 1926 

James Green's family has lived in or around Worcester for more 
than two centuries, his great-great-grandfather, Thomas Green 
(1699-1773) having moved, while still a lad, from Malden to Leices
ter. It was here, according to a local tradition, preserved in that 
marvelous treasure-chest of local history Carl's Tour in Main 
Street that the strong leaning toward the medical profession, so 
conspicuous in his family for many generations, first showed itself, 
from the youthful Thomas 's association with a pair of British ship
surgeons ( pardoned buccaneers, following the same cheerful legend). 

Marked ability must have characterized this ancestral Thomas, 
who was not only a good general country practitioner and teacher 
of his profession (said to have instructed 123 medical students dur
ing his long career) but practiced the sacred calling as well, join
ing the Baptist Church, and in 1737, at the age of thirty-eight, or
dained associate pastor at Sutton. 

Thomas's son, the first John Green (1736-1799) moved to Worces
ter on coming of age, and settled on the famous Green Hill estate. 
John Green, II, died in 1808 at the early age of forty-five, but he 
had practiced for over twenty-five years here and during the last 
nine was practically the only physician in town. Of the next 
generation two brothers should receive special mention in this 
sketch: Dr. John Green, III, founder of the Reference Department 
of the Public Library, and James, father of the subject of this 
essay. 

James Green, 1802-1874, father of John, Samuel, Elizabeth, and 
James, was only six years old when his father died, and conse
quently was put to work at an early age, enjoying practically no 
schooling after the age of twelve. This lack of formal education 
Mr. Green felt so keenly that he determined to do the best possible 
by his sons. All three, therefore, went through Harvard College 
and secured the most substantial professional education, as well. 
For many years Mr. Green conducted an apothecary's business 
(founded by his elder brother, Dr. John) at different locations 
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on Main St., which eventually expanded to the dimensions of a 
'' general store. '' Under these circumstances the task of providing 
cultural and professional education for three sons, besides bringing 
up a daughter, approached the heroic, and its successful accomplish
ment will be a lasting monument to the father's far-sighted devo
tion. His mother, too, must have given every encouragement to 
this ambitious educational program. She was not only a member of 
the distinguished Swett family of Boston and Dedham, but pos
sessed many rare social and intellectual gifts, which must have been 
a constant inspiration to her large and happy farp.ily. 

March 2, 1841, was the date of James Green's birth, in the family 
home still standing on School St., a few doors from Main, but now 
much debased by commercialism. Passing through the local public 
schools, he entered Harvard College in 1858, just missing his elder 
brother Samuel, who graduated that same year. During his last 
three years he enjoyed the enviable privilege of living in Holworthy 
Hall, the center of undergraduate social life. 

Let us, however, listen to l\i(r_ Green's own words ( as reprinted 
in the Harvard G-raduates Magazine for June, 1926) as to his 
career, ambitions, enthusiasms, reflections, etc. 

'' Entering college without condition, I set an example to myself 
in scholarship which I have quite failed to live up to. In school and 
college I was handicapped by weak eyes and insufficient strength 
to endure the sedentary life. As we left college, the War of Seces
sion had been going on for over a year, and I tried hard to get into 
the army upon the terms laid down by our family physician-that 
I must not go into the ranks and have to carry a knapsack. By 
help of the drill we had had at the Cambridge Arsenal, I helped to 
drill the recruits in some towns out of vVorcester, but I failed to get 
any place for myself in the army. I was entered meanwhile as a 
law student in Dwight Foster's office in vVorcester, and I entered 
the Harvard Law School, after being away from Cambridge only a 
term. The law school was full of many of the ablest men from Yale 
and other colleges as well as Harvard; and while there was a good 
deal of hard study in the school, there was little discipline and no 
examination, and life was even more agreeable there than in college. 

After getting my law degree in 1864 I spent a year in law offices 
in New York City and was admitted to practice there. Then I 
travelled in the West a good part of a year, going as far as Omaha, 
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which seemed very far in those days, for only thirty miles of the 
Union Pacific Railroad had been built. Coming back to Worcester 
I started to practice law, and have been labelled as a lawyer ever 
since. 

'' In 1872 I was sent abroad for my health, and stayed in Europe 
two years and a half till my father died in the summer of 1874. I 
lived in Rome three winters, nine months in all, and as much more 
time in the rest of Italy; I went to Greece and as far as Constanti
nople, had a month on foot in Switzerland, a few months more in 
Germany and Austria, and travelled a little in France and Eng
land. All this time I was very much interested in architecture 
and the fine arts, and modern languages. These studies were 
mostly new to me, and they had a perceptible influence upon my 
character and after-life. 

'' Three years later I went back to Europe again, and spent a 
year in Spain and England. This year intensified my former inter
est in modern languages and the fine arts. Coming home again in 
1878, I have lived ever since in Worcester, occupied enough in law 
and the care of real estate to spoil the possibility of cultivating my 
new tastes in any satisfactory way. As a sign, however that these 
new influences were enduring, I would mention that I had joined a 
little German club, the object of which was reading and talking in 
German, about seventeen years ago, and we have kept the club going 
ever since. I have also risen to the shining height of president of 
our Alliance Frangaise and to the pinnacle of president of our 
Worcester Society of Antiquity, which is our local historical society. 
Not many years after settling down in Worcester, I belonged to the 
Commonwealth Club of Boston with Senator Lodge, and other 
young radicals of that time. I was for many years a member of the 
St. Botolph Club, and have belonged to the Massachusetts Reform 
Club almost ever since the first Cleveland campaign. 

'' At the time of the British war in South Africa, I wrote a 
pamphlet on that subject which was circulated freely in America 
and England, and was even reprinted by the British South African 
Association for further distribution. I have also written more or 
less of a biographical nature, including my recollections of the 
late Daniel H. Chamberlain, governor of South Carolina after the 
war, and sketches of our departed classmates, Tom Chadbourne, 
Coleman, C. E. Green and Ker. 

-L-----------------------------~-~----~ 
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''In writing our obituaries, it is usual to show from whom we are 
descended, and how far; so I will add that I derived from John 
Tilley and his wife through their daughter Elizabeth, who all came 
over on the 'Mayflower,' and from John Howland who came with 
them on this ship and married the daughter. John's manner of com
ing over is thus described in Governor Bradford's History of Ply
mouth : 'In sundrie of these stormes the winds were so feirce, & ye 
seas so high, as they could not beare a lrnote of saile, but were forced 
to hull, for diverce days togither. And in one of them, as they thus 
lay at hull, in a mighty storme, a lustie yonge man (called John 
Howland) coming upon some occasion above ye grattings, was, with 
a seele of ye shipe throwne into (ye) sea; but it pleased God yt he 
caught hould of ye tope-saile halliards, which hunge over board, 
& rane out at length; yet he held his hould ( though he was sundrie 
fadomes under warter till he was hald yp by ye same rope to ye 
brime of ye water, and then with a boat hooke & other means got 
into ye shipe againe, & his life saved; and though he was something 
ill with it, yet he lived many years after, and became a profitable 
member both in church & comone wealthe.' After I had been thus 
boat-hooked into the New World, I was further descended from 
Thomas Dudley, the second governor of Massachusetts Bay; from 
Rose Dunster, sister of the first president of Harvard College; 
from Rev. John Woodbridge, an Oxford graduate, brother of the 
first alumnus named on our Harvard roll; and from Lieut. Phineas 
Upham, who was fatally wounded at the storming of Narragansett 
Fort in King Philip's War. Captain Samuel Green, another grand
sire, and his son Thomas, were pioneers of Leicester; Dr. John 
Green, of the next generation, was a pioneer of Worcester. He 
married a daughter of General Timothy Ruggles, a judge and the 
president of the Stamp Act Congress, and the most widely known 
and most hated Loyalist of our neighborhood, in the Revolutionary 
days; while his son-in-law (Dr. Green) was a rebel beyond hope of 
pardon. Perhaps the most noteworthy fact about my family is this: 
Three Dr. John Greens, grandfather, father, and son, practised 
medicine continuously in Worcester for ninety-eight years; if we 
count in also Dr. Thomas Green, father of the eldest Dr. John, 
who lived in our adjoining town of Leicester, this one continuous 
line of surgeons and physicians ministered to this neighborhood for 
one hundred and thirty-five years without a break." 
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For over half a century then, James Green pursued a quiet career 
in his home city, varying law and estate management with much 
historical and literary study in the lines indicated above. Foreign 
and domestic travel was one of his greatest enjoyments, pursued 
with enthusiasm to the very end of his life. In fact it was in 
London that he was seized with that fatal attack of pneumonia, to 
which he succumbed on Wednesday, April 21, 1926, with his son 
Thomas at his bedside. His body was cremated and the remains 
brought back to his home at 61 Elm St., where services were con
ducted by the Rev. Maxwell Savage on May 18. 

Ill health in early life and the consequent pursuit of foreign 
travel combined with other factors to postpone Mr. Green's marriage 
till after the completion of his fortieth year. On June 2, 1881, he 
married Miss Mary A. Messinger, daughter of David Sewell and 
Harriet Sawyer Messinger. She died on March 22, 1925. Their 
children (1) Mary Sprague, born June 10, 1882, married Aldus C. 
Higgins January 16, 1914; and (2) Thomas Samuel, born February 
9, 1886, a graduate of Harvard College 1909, and manager of the 
Norton Company's interests in France. On July 18, 1913, he mar
ried 1\fiss Maud C. Gutterson, of Winchester, Mass. They have the 
following children: Thomas Samuel, Jr., born July 27, 1914; 
Maud, born September 25, 1915, and Priscilla Phelps, born June 2, 
1920. 

As President of this Society Mr. Green served for three years, be
ginning in 1911, devoting an unusual amount of time, strength, and 
energy to the advancement of its work. 

To one who knew Mr. Green only during the latter part of his 
life, his outstanding quality seemed to be an enviable spirit of 
youth. In no respect, save for the white hair and beard, did he bear 
the slightest mark of senility, and his whole attitude toward life, 
with his bright eye, ruddy cheek, firm step, and pleasant and gentle 
modulated voice, was that of one in early or middle life. A keen 
sense of humor, leading him to relieve a tense situation by an apt 
turn of phrase or illustration, when least expected, he maintained to 
the close of his life. Such a prosy affair as the reading of his treas
urer's report of the Twentieth Century Club, I have seen him more 
than once make the vehicle for uproarious and continued laughter 
by all his auditors. 

As a writer, his style was easy, practised, logical and direct, with 
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no mark of the tyro ever apparent; his words were telling, and 
well chosen, with many an apt phrase slipping here and there 
unexpectedly from his pen. Some of his longer essays, particularly 
the one dealing with the causes of the South African War, show 
the results of thorough and intelligent study, and are models of 
scholarship and literary style. As an example both of his facility 
in handling words, and of his sweet and gentle character, I will 
quote, in closing this imperfect sketch, the acknowledgment which 
he sent to our library staff on the occasion of his brother's funeral : 

'' To Robert K. Shaw, Esq., Librarian, 
and the whole official staff of the 
Free Public Library of Worcester. 

Dear Friends : 

The family of my brother, Samuel S. Green, longtime your 
Librarian until these latter years, have been deeply touched 
during his swift decline in health, by your gentle, patient, self
forgetful, even affectionate conduct toward him when he had 
become only the shadow of the man you used to give your 
loyal support, as you worked all together for the honor of the 
Library. Your tribute of beautiful flowers softened the 
thought of his mortal departure. In behalf of my brother's 
surviving family circle, I want to express our warmest thanks. 

Believe me very faithfully yours, 
James Green. '' 



LEVI BADGER CHASE 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society 
by George H . Haynes, January 8, 1932 

Levi Badger Chase was born, October 24, 1833, in Canterbury, 
New Hampshire, the youngest of the eleven children of Levi and 
Sarah (Page) Chase. He died in Sturbridge, Massachusetts, Febru
ary 18, 1931, in his ninety-eighth year. 

He attended the public schools of his native town, and a private 
school conducted by John C. Nutting. In 1857 he came to Stur
bridge, which continued to be his home town for the rest of his life. 
September 8, 1862, he was enrolled as a private in Company F, 
51st Massachusetts Infantry, for nine months' service. The regi
ment was sent to North Carolina, where Mr. Chase took part in the 
Goldsboro expedition, and was in action in the battles of Kingston 
and Whitehall. While on outpost duty, January 21, 1863, he was 
severely wounded in the left shoulder. After many months in 
the hospital at Newbern he received an honorable discharge because 
of physical disability. 

He returned to Sturbridge, and established his home upon a farm 
a mile north of the village. In the first year of its existence he be
came a member of a local post of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
and later served as its adjutant and commander. For twenty-four 
years he served upon the town's library committee, and for ten years 
he was a member of the school committee. In 1904 the town was 
fortunate in securing his expert service in preparing for publication 
the Vital Records of Sturbridge. 

Shut out from the heavier work of the farm by the wound which 
had crippled him for, life, soon after his return from the war, 
Mr. Chase began to devote his enforced leisure to genealogical and 
historical studies which he pursued with tireless patience, and 
in which he attained a high degree of success. In 1884 he published 
the Genealogy and Notices of the Family of Plimpton or Plympton, 
a painstaking record of eight generations in America, and some ac
count of the family's background in England, stretching back to the 
twelfth century. 

While studying the archives of Sturbridge, Mr. Chase was struck 
by the frequent recurrence in the bounds of the original land-
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grants of such phrases as '' the Bay Path,'' '' the Brimfield and Ox
ford Path," "the Old Oxford Path." With the enthusiasm of a 
true antiquarian he set to work to determine the significance of 
these varying names. For him the quest became for many years a 
major interest. As a first step he plotted out the landgrants of the 
original settlers of Sturbridge, marking the places where these paths 
of varying names were mentioned as bounds. Then, going over the 
ground, step by step, and rod by rod, he was delighted to find 
many traces of the Indians' passage-ways, now appearing in an 
old cart-path, then lost to sight in a cultivated field, only to re
appear in the layout of a town or county road. The field of his 
special studies stretched from Oxford westward for more than 
twenty miles through Sturbridge to Brimfield. Later he applied the 
same methods to other towns as far as the Connecticut River at 
''Agawam. '' Not content with studies of land-grant boundaries on 
paper and in the field, he was constantly on the lookout for corrobo
ration or correction of his tentative conclusions, eagerly seeking 
evidence in traditions, in Indian names of places and of individuals, 
especially as recorded in Indian deeds. He made large use of infor
mation obtained from the Federal Bureau of Ethnology at Wash
ington. 

Gradually his conclusions were taking shape, and from time 
to time were presented in a series of papers, read before this Society 
and the New England Historic Genealogical Society, of both of 
which he was the senior member at the time of his death, and the 
Quinebaug Historical Society, in the founding of which he was 
greatly interested. Most of these papers dealt with Indian trails. 
One of the most illuminating was '' An Interpretation of Wood
ward's and Saffery 's Map of 1642. '' These two '' skillful and ap
proved artisans'' had been employed to establish the southern 
bounds of the Massachusetts Bay Patent. Taking this ancient map, 
Mr. Chase made a new map to scale with the United States Geologi
cal Survey map of the same region. Its topographical details en
abled him to explain not a few errors of the original map-makers. 

In his field studies Mr. Chase came upon much corroborative 
material in the sites of Indian villages where he found considerable 
accumulations of the natives' weapons and implements. With the 
aid of one of his daughters he made a most <iareful study of the 
remarkable Winthrop collection of original documents relating to 
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the "black lead" mine in Sturbridge. Specimens of its graphite, 
given to him by the Indians, had been brought back to Boston by 
Oldham in 1633, and a few years later the General Court granted 
to the Governor's son, John Winthrop, Jr., a large tract of land in 
the region of the mine. These Winthrop Indian deeds and maps 
(later mounted and bound in the volume, The Tale of Tantiusques, 
and given to the .American Antiquarian Society by Mr. Robert C. 
Winthrop, Jr.) furnished very valuable material for locating many 
places along the Indian trails. 

In 1919, at the age of eighty-six, l\fr. Chase brought out The 
Bay Path and Along the Way. This book summarized the results of 
what, in his own words, had been "a hobby and also a recreation 
during all these years of labor. '' For nearly forty years he had 
been pursuing those studies. 

His main conclusion was that through Sturbridge no less than 
four combined long-distance trails composed the Path of divers 
names, blending here because the valley of the Quinebaug River 
supplied the only opening for the East-and-West passage through 
the barrier of hills; and that it was over this "Bay Path" that 
Oldham and Pynchon had passed, and that Thomas Hooker had 
later led his flock, instead of across country directly from Wood
stock to Hartford, as had been the earlier conjecture. Mr. Chase was 
fully warranted in writing: "It is this section ( Oxford to Brim
field) of the old way which I claim as my own discovery, and that 
no other person could have traced this old road in detail without 
the resurrection, in the manner described, of the records found in 
Sturbridge.'' 

Mr. Chase did far more than ''resurrect'' those ancient records 
relating to the Bay Path. His extraordinarily minute study of the 
physical geography of the region coupled with a keen appreciation 
of natural scenery, his familiarity with all the bits of recorded his
tory, and with the traditions of this section of Massachusetts, and 
his quiet humor, enabled him to picture with genuine sympathy and 
realism the life of Indians and of white pioneers, as the two races 
come in contact "along the Way." 

This modest farmer, this disabled veteran, had a remarkable in
stinct and aptitude for antiquarian research. No one had ever 
taught him the '' technique of historical research,'' but his methods 
were thoroughly scientific, and his insight, imagination, and his 
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patient testing of all his interpretations gave to his too few studies 
a convincing quality which won enviable recognition from other 
students of our local history who found in him a most modest and 
helpful fellow-worker and guide. 
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RUFUS BENNETT FOWLER 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society, by 
George H. Kennedy, Jr., January 13, 1928 

The subject of my brief remarks this evening is one that is 
especially close to my heart, because it was my privilege and 
pleasure to be intimately associated, during the last eight years of 
his life, with your late fellow-member, Mr. Rufus Bennett Fowler. 
Those eight years, I am pleased to believe, were particularly active 
and happy years for Mr. Fowler, due in some small measure to his 
willingness to shift the cares and responsibilities of business onto 
younger shoulders, enabling him to give more of his own energies 
to civic pursuits and to the benefit of the community in which he 
lived. 

The career of Rufus Bennett Fowler is one of outstanding achieve
ment and honor in every one of the numerous activities to which he 
devoted himself. Born December 5, 1841, in Northbridge, Massa
chusetts, of sturdy American farmer stock of the Quaker faith, Mr. 
Fowler traced his ancestry back to the English family of the same 
name that migrated to this country in 1634. In 1861, at the age 
of twenty, Mr. F 'owler graduated from the Barre Academy of 
Barre, Vermont, and afterwards matriculated at Eastman Business 
College in Poughkeepsie, New York, at which institution he studied 
law and subsequently served as an instructor. In 1864-1865 he was 
lecturer on Commercial Law at the United States College of Busi
ness in New Haven, Connecticut. In thus electing, during his for
mative years, the profession of teaching, Mr. Fowler made the 
same choice as numerous other American youths of his day and 
generation, whose names have since become illustrious in other 
fields. 

Business enterprises in Chicago, Illinois, and Norwich, Con
necticut, occupied Mr. Fowler's attention between 1865 and 1872. 
However his pronounced leaning towards mechanical and scientific 
pursuits soon weaned him away from a mercantile career; and this 
same talent for mechanics, in the years that followed, gave expres
sion to itself through the many valuable and useful inventions 
that he made from time to time, in textile machinery, wire-working 
machinery and self-playing pianos. A happy combination of this 
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strong mechanical leaning, with a keenly analytical mind, and an 
ability to give always a cogent forceful expression to his well
considered opinions, provided the ideal equipment for the profes
sion that he embarked upon in Worcester in 1881, namely, Patent 
Law and Mechanical Experting in Patent Causes; a field in which 
he served with distinction for forty years, down to the date of his 
death in 1921. 

In the meantime, in 1875, Mr. Fowler had married Miss Helen 
Maria Wood of Barre, Vermont, and of this union were born 
two children, a son and daughter, neither of whom survived their 
parents, although the son, Henry Wood F 'owler, before his un
timely demise, became a lawyer of distinction and gave promise of 
continuing the illustrious career of his father. 

Although he ranked high in his profession, 1\1:r. Fowler was per
haps better known through his connection with various organiza
tions devoted to public service. He was president of the Worcester 
Board of Trade in 1900 and 1901, in which position he was recog
nized as a very capable and efficient executive. While at the head 
of the Board of Trade, there was a spontaneous movement to 
run Mr. Fowler for the office of Mayor of Worcester, and he could 
have had the Republican nomination with the support of all the 
newspapers, but he declined the honor on account of the pressure of 
his private business. The only public office that he ever accepted 
was that of Park Commissioner of Worcester, which he held from 
1905 until 1917. 

He was a member of the Commission appointed by Governor Foss 
to consider the preservation of Lake Quinsigamond. He was a 
trustee of the Worcester Academy, of the Worcester County Insti
tution for Savings, of the Worcester Art Museum, and a director in 
the Wright Wire Company, the Morgan Spring Company, and 
other corporations. He was a member of the Worcester Historical 
Society, the Worcester Economic Club, the Public Education Asso
ciation of Worcester, the Worcester County Musical Association, the 
Massachusetts Civic League, the Massachusetts Forestry Associa
tion, the National Conference of Charities and Correction, the 
American Civic Association, the National Municipal League, and the 
National Geographic Society. Mr. Fowler was also a member of the 
Engineers Club of New York City. He was an honorary member of 
the Worcester Continentals. 
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Mr. Fowler's numerous benefactions and charities, generous to 
the point of self-denial and always unostentatious, are so well 
known to his friends assembled here that I need not recount them. 
Only a word as to how this same fine spirit was carried into his busi
ness dealings : 

As you well know, he was for many years the trusted adviser of 
many of the largest and most influential industrial corporations in 
Worcester County. I like best, however, to call him to mind, not in 
that role, but in a somewhat different one, which grew out of his oft
repeated belief that a lawyer, like a doctor, must, without thought 
of pecuniary recompense donate some of his services to those in the 
community who cannot afford otherwise to secure those services. 
On countless occasions I have seen him give freely of his time and 
talents to the cause of some impecunious inventor-wholly gratui
tously-and with the same zeal that marked his efforts in behalf of 
the more fortunate among his clientele. 

In closing, let me thank you again for the opportunity you have 
given me this evening to pay homage to a name and career that will 
ever hold my deepest respect, admiration and love. 



NOTES, COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS 

Relating to the Current Work of the Society 
by the Director 

A local historical society, such as ours is, has no need to attempt 
a justification of its existence or to apologize for bringing its work 
to the attention of its members and friends in printed form. For 
two generations a small group of Worcester people have been sup
porting this Society in its efforts to encourage study among the 
foundations of the present social order, and it continues to welcome 
any opportunity to be of service along the lines of historical inquiry. 

The particular task of such an organization is, of course, for 
one thing, to build up its valuable collections of signs, symbols, and 
memorials of past conditions and to make such collections service
able for the purposes of all grades of research and for profitable 
recreation. A further purpose is to encourage the effective record
ing of the methods and results of human achievement,-all for the 
sake of a better present understanding of the responsibilities and 
opportunities that belong to us here and now and to those who 
come after us. 

For the carrying out of this purpose a substantial building was 
provided, forty-one years ago, in a location that is now proving 
highly strategic. Besides this building, that is now becoming wholly 
inadequate for the task handed down to us out of the past, there have 

. been left to the Society certain endowments that, including the 
recent generous Fowler bequest, amount to about $35,000. Income 
from these limited investments, increased by membership fees from 
about three hundred men and women, can furnish only meagre 
support to a work such as we have in hand. By thrift and economy 
the institution goes on with such activities as our means will allow, 
keeping out of debt, making friends, extending its collections, 
broadening its educational efforts, and learning from year to year 
how better to meet the opportunity that is ours for a gratuitous 
public service. 

During the past year the Society has lost from its list an un
usual number of honored and helpful members. The following are 
among the names of those whom, since the beginning of the year 
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1931, we have been compelled to miss from among the friends 
and supporters of our work. 

Mrs. Bertha Sumner Bigelow, died January 13, 1931. 
F. H. Hamblin, died January 29, 1931. 
Levi B. Chase (life member), died February 18, 1931. 
Dr. Thomas F. Kenney, died March 15, 1931. 
Edwin P. Curtis, died April 2, 1931. 
Benjamin S. Newton (life member), died April 16, 1931. 
G. Stewart Dickinson (hon. member), died April 30, 1931. 
Fred D. Aldrich, died October 4, 1931. 
Judge William T. Forbes, died November 9, 1931. 
G. Arthur Smith, died December 28, 1931. 
John C. Woodbury, died February 11, 1932. 
Of some of these deceased members there are m museum or 

library choice reminders in the form of books, records or museum 
objects. New members are needed to fill up the depleted ranks, and 
it is earnestly hoped that the invitation to cooperate will be 
passed on to those who may be interested to aid in an undertaking 
that proves fascinating to those who are at all interested to think 
and study along historical lines, particularly local. 

During the calendar year 1931, one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-three people, young and older, have visited our building for 
study or recreation or from curiosity. Some of these have come as 
groups from school or club; some have been parents with their 
children; some have been earnest students with definite problems to 
be solved; some also have come from distant places with ancestral 
interests in Worcester. All have been welcomed without entrance 
charge, and many have expressed interest in and profit from what 
they have found in some one or all of our several departments. 

Accessions to the museum during the year were one hundred and 
forty-six, many of them of much intrinsic value and permanent in
terest as sources of history. To the library the accessions have 
numbered one hundred and forty, also of much importance in con
nection with the Society's work in the community. All accessions 
are duly entered upon the office books and carefully labeled and 
filed. They are too numerous for detailed report here, but the 
Society acknowledges with warm appreciation these various gifts, 
and feels due responsibility for their careful disposal for the in
spection and use of visitors. 
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The installing of an oil heater in our building has made it pos
sible to clean out the former heater room, and to use a part of it 
for museum purposes. This will to a slight degree relieve the 
congestion in the Lower Museum. An additional fire-proof build
ing on our rear lot is greatly needed to · make possible a better 
arrangement of the collections and provide for accessions that at 
present we are obliged to refuse for want of space. 

u. w ALDO CUTLER 






