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MRS. PENELOPE S. CANFIELD 'S RECOLLECTIONS OF 
WORCESTER ONE H1JNDRED YEARS AGO 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society by 
Waldo Lincoln, October 11, 1929 

Mrs. Penelope Sever Canfield, the oldest daughter of Governor 
Levi Lincoln, died in Worcester in 1904 in her ninetieth year. She 
married Dr. Mahlon Dickerson Canfield of New Jersey in 1843, but 
the marriage proved a mistake, and after a few unhappy years they 
were divorced and she returned to her parents in Worcester, with 
whom she lived until her mother's death in 1872, when she removed 
to a house adjoining the home estate, recently razed to make room 
for an apartment house, where she passed the rest of her life. Mrs. 
Canfield had much family pride and was an authority to the 
younger generations on early events in the history of the family. 
Toward the end of her life it seems that she corresponded with one 
or more friends, who had questioned her as to some of these hap
penings, and in reply gave them her recollections of her grand
father's home on Lincoln Street, long since covered with modern 
buildings, and certain events of her youth, all of which possess 
sufficient interest pertaining to life in Worcester in the first half 
of the nineteenth century to be worth preserving. Fortunately 
she made copies of the interesting parts of these letters, which were 
found among her papers after her death, and at the request of the 
Worcester Historical Society these are here presented. The last 
letter concerns Salem more than Worcester but is included because 
of its interesting portrayal of life in New England one hundred 
years ago. 

In the first letter Mrs. Canfield refers to the unfortunate circum
stances attending the inauguration of Governor Lincoln on January 
4, 1832, at the Old South Church. The Commander of the Cadets, 
Col. Grenville T. Winthrop, was a son of Hon. Thomas L. Winthrop 
and brother of the Robert C. Winthrop mentioned. The '' carica
ture'' as Mrs. Canfield calls the publication has not been found nor 
has the author, Mr. H ., been identified. H e is thought by some to 
have been the late Senator George F. Hoar. As Robert C. Win
throp died November 16, 1894, the letter must have been written 
before that date. To whom it was written is unknown. 
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I feel indignant that Mr . H. should have published this cari
cature and made father , who so detested anything of the kind, 
a subject of ridicule. The Election Sermons had always been 
long drawn out, and sure of time for the Cadets to refresh 
themselves and get back to take up the escort when the services 
were over-the breach of discipline remaining unknown-Col. 
Winthrop unwisely left his post. Father in his uniform, worn 
on all state occasions, of blue coat with buff facings, buff tights 
and long boots, chapeau, epaulets, sash and sword, accompanied 
by his aides also in uniform, came out of the church to :find no 
escort awaiting them. It was not for them to remain standing 
at the door, so they left, father with head erect as usual, hands 
by his side, his invariable custom, his aides in position, walked 
in a dignified manner to the State House, no talking or buffoonery 
being indulged in in his presence. The Cadets did hasten, on the 
double quick-possibly, but not in the unmilitary manner repre
sented. Col. Winthrop was court-martialed, the proceedings, 
which filled a large volume, being in our house until a few years 
ago, when I gave it to my brother William. 

It was an unfortunate affair, and troubled father not a little, 
Gov. Winthrop, father of the Commander of the Cadets, being 
associated with him as Lieut. Gov. during a part of his adminis
tration and a warm personal friend. But he and his family con
tinued their friendship, allowing it to make no difference. I 
wish Mr. H. had postponed the publication during the lifetime of 
Mr. Robert C. Winthrop, but perhaps, in the failing state of his 
health, he may never see or even hear of the book. 

Though a child at the time I remember all the circumstances 
and the excitement produced in social and military circles. 
Father's uniform was kept for years, and the crimson silk sash, 
a very heavy and beautiful one, my brother George had on when 
he fell on the battle field at Buena Vista. It was sent home 
with his other effects from Mexico and was worn by William1 all 
through the late war. Levi, I think, has it now. 

The following letter was evidently written to Mrs. E. 0. P . Stur
gis who used it freely in her paper ' ' A story of three old houses,'' 
published in the Proceedings of this Society. 

I copy now what I found in my writing desk yesterday and 
did not think when left, worth sending, but my memory reaching 
further back than yours some of the items may be new to you. 

When I was a little child I dined and passed my Saturday 
afternoons at grandmother Lincoln's on Lincoln street. Her 
kitchen was the part afterwards occupied by Mr. Hammond, and 
'Gen. William S. Lincoln, Levi was his son. The present ownership of the 

sash is not known. 
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if I could get there in time to run into it and watch the meat 
roasting by an old-fashioned "Jack" I was happy. Then after 
dinner, Lucy Lincoln2 , Father's cousin, whose home was with 
grandmother, would take us, the Parkers with Anne3 and myself, 
through various rooms behind the kitchen into the dairy, to watch 
the butter making, with a look into the cool and airy room beside 
it devoted to cheeses. The poultry yard was another attraction 
with its Locust grove in which the turkeys went early to roost
its brook, the resort of ducks and geese, and everywhere chickens. 
Flocks of pigeons flew down from the barns when Lucy appeared, 
for she was sure to have her apron filled with grain or a large 
bowl of Indian meal ''mush'' to scatter among her feathered 
friends. Under her care we were permitted to visit the barns 
and feed the young animals,--colts, calves and lambs-to rouse 
the pigs and stir up the rabbits-and hunt for hens' eggs in the 
hay. If time allowed we crossed the street and went through the 
apple orchard to wade in the stream flowing between the double 
row of trees, ''Lincoln's Grove,'' and to read the names of W or
cester belles carved on the bark. Many of these trees are still 
standing, fresh and vigorous though scarcely larger than when 
I first remember them in my childhood. The stream, I fancy, 
disappeared long years ago. Lincoln's pond, back of the old 
mansion, was enlarged later and I have no recollection of going 
to it in grandmother's day, though often sailing upon it in uncle 
William 's4 Indian canoe at a later date, once being upset in it 
and rescued with some difficulty. 

Grandmother's garden reached nearly to where afterwards 
stood Mr. Conant 's5 office with a row of cherry and pear trees 
inside the wall, and terraces bordered with old-fashioned flowers 
parallel to the street. Such pinks and wall-flowers and colum
bines, foxgloves, Canterbury bells, etc., I never saw, with sun
flowers, hollyhocks and marigolds in the background. Great 
snowballs and lilac bushes and syringas were here and there, and 
honeysuckles, sweetbriars and immense white and damask roses
almost trees-were trained over the porticos andaround the doors. 
I remember a root of nightshade had spread among them and 
grandmother's fear lest we should eat the pretty shining berries, 
a deadly poison,-but children were taught obedience then-and 
we contented ourselves with admiring without tasting the for
bidden fruit. Like most of our foremothers she was a busy 

•Daughter of Captain Amos Lincoln, a revolutionary officer and member of 
the Boston Tea Party. Mr. Hammond was Mr. Lincoln's farmer. 

'Martha and Elizabeth Parker were Mrs. Canfield 's own cousins. Anne was 
her sister. Elizabeth Parker married Francis H . Kinnicutt of Worcester. 

•William Lincoln, ' Worcester's historian. 
•Edwin Conant, who later removed to Harvard Street to the house no,w 

oecupied by the Worcester Natural History Society. 
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woman-and found time for her flowers besides attending to her 
household duties and assisting in the management of a large 
farm. To this she had become accustomed during the long ab
sences of my grandfather in Washington and Boston. After her 
death uncl e J ohn6 and uncle William r emained in their old home 
and the Hammonds took possession of the ell or kitchen part, to 
make things, in a degree, comfortable for them. Of course the 
place could not be kept up as before. Later when the Ham
monds bought father's Highland street farm 7 and removed to it, 
Gov. Davis occupied Grandmother's house, keeping my uncles 
as boarders. My mother went to housekeeping in what you re
member as the "Nashua Hotel" at Lincoln square.8 It belonged 
to one of the Chandler uncles and was then, as she described it, 
a handsome house with a broad hall running through it, parlors 
on each side and wide portico over the door, a true colonial man
sion. A long front yard extended to what now is a part of the 
street, with shade trees and flower borders as was the fashion in 
nice places. The old stone jail stood on the south side of the 
Square-and British officers, confined there, were frequently 
seen from the windows, walking within the jail limits. Mother 
had always lived " up town" and was very homesick until the 
brick house9 was finished and she returned to her old surround
ings. 'J\his she did with three small children, my older brothers,10 

before the floors were laid-boards being put down temporarily 
and carpets spread thereon. 

My mother's birthplace was Kingston, Plymouth county, her 
father removing to Worcester when she was a little child, buying 
what had been a tavern on the site of the brick house and fitting 
it up for a private residence. His land extended back to what 
is now called Chestnut street and adjoined one of my grand
father Lincoln's numerous farms. After grandfather Sever's 
death father bought the place of his widow and eventually came 
into possession of both farms. 

The two following letters were also written to Mrs. Sturgis who 
incorporated the information contained in them with her article 
"An old-time cattle show" published in the Bulletin of this 
Society. 

•Hon. J ohn W. Lincoln, prominent citizen, selectman, sheriff of the coun.ty. 
'The Highland Street farm was one of five farms which Levi Lincoln, Sr., 

owned and which were distributed to his sons after his death. It was 
situated beyond what is now Russell Street, the farm house being a little to 
the west of the present Park Avenue. 

•Recently destroyed and the site occupied by a part of the Morgan Con
struction Company's buildings. 

•At the corner of Main and Elm Streets, converted into a hotel in 1835 and 
called the Worcester House. 

'°Levi, William Sever and Daniel Waldo. 
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The Cattle Show addresses about which you ask were, I think, 
generally given in the ' ' Old South Church'' though I was so 
occupied at home I am not sure I ever heard one. • Different 
orators were invited each year. Grandfather Lincoln was the 
first president, followed by Daniel Waldo, my great uncle. 
Father succeeded him in 1824, I believe, and held the office many 
years when he resigned and my brother William was chosen in 
his place. When I first remember, Cattle Show was the great 
event of the year. Its fame had spread and strangers came from 
all parts of the country to attend it. Our house was always full. 
Gov. Eustis, John Quincy Adams, Judge Sedgwick, Mr. Webster, 
twice, Josiah Quincy and many others being father's guests at 
different times, arriving often the day before, when he usually 
entertained a party at dinner, and leaving on Thursday, the '' day 
after the fair." Occasionally one staid to be present at mother's 
ball in the evening. For years she gave one the night after 
Cattle Show, the many strangers coming to that ball remaining 
to dance at hers. 

Before nine, A. M. on Cattle show day a procession halted at 
our house headed by a band of music, to take father as president 
of the Society, his guests and such out-of-town members as had 

· assembled there, to the point of interest first in order. The 
cattle were to be inspected, the drawing match witnessed, the 
manufactured articles looked at and oration listened to before 
dinner. All dined with the society and listened to the speeches 
from their president and prominent agriculturalists present. The 
dinner was in the town hall, though when that was needed for 
the display of manufactures as they increased in numbers, Stock
well's Tavern, where the Bay State House now stands, was the 
scene of festivities. When a very little child I remember the 
collection of farming implements, butter and cheese and nondes
cript fancy-work bedquilts that would banish sleep, etc., were 
exhibited in a small one-story building, owned by Mr. Maccarty,11 

between his house and our own. The '' parade of matched 
oxen,'' one hundred yoke or more, through Main Street, the 
ploughing match, the reading of reports and awarding of pre
miums occupied the rest of the day and then, by general invita
tion, such members as did not leave town adjourned to our 
house for coffee. Crowds came and cake of various kinds and 
tea and coffee were dispensed till a late hour. After all was 
over mother, with her escorts, went to the ball. 

All through the day, between the acts, people were dropping in 
to partake of refreshments in the shape of cake, wine and lem
onade and delicious peaches and bartlett and seckel pears that 
grew so abundantly in our gardens. The fair was held, as you 

11Rev. Thaddeus Maccarty whose house stood on Main Street at the corner 
of Pearl Street. 
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know, in October, instead of, as now, early in September. Do 
you remember our famous Ayrshire cow, "Old Nance" and her 
cream in which a heavy silver spoon stood upright 1 Mother was 
often accused of stirring flour into it. I wish I could remember 
the amount of milk she gave. 

It was this, or perhaps another cow of my grandfather's, which 
I remember being told as a boy gave twenty-eight quarts of milk 
a day. W. L. 

You ask about my grandfather Lincoln. His name was Levi, 
my father, the oldest of ten children, being named for him. He 
died when I was a very little child, but I distinctly remember 
his erect form as he sat in his old-fashioned, straight-backed 
mahogany chair, by his library fire, with his white cravat and 
ruffled wristbands and shirt front, so elaborately crimped. His 
hands were very handsome and made a lasting impression, for 
though my father always wore the finest linen~ambric ruffles, 
his wrists were not ornamented in like manner. After retiring 
from Jefferson's cabinet (he was his Attorney General) he held 
the office of Lieut. Governor and on the death of Gov. Sullivan 
was acting Governor during the remainder of his term. Presi
dent Madison afterward nominated him as associate justice of 
the Supreme Court, but his failing eyesight compelled him to 
decline the honor and retire to private life. He was a great 
student and in the last years of his life educated and fitted for 
college his youngest son, my uncle William. 

The Cattle Show balls were held, originally, in the hall at 
Stockwell's tavern-Hathaway's it must have been then-where 
the Bay State now is. When the last one was given I do not 
know, nor do I remember when mother began to give hers. It 
must have been very early in my existence, for we children would 
be awakened by the music and leave our beds to assemble in the 
upper hall and hang over the banisters, listening and watching 
for glimpses of the company as they passed from one room to 
another below. Occasionally one child, more venturesome than 
the rest, would slide down the railing to the second floor. If too 
noisy in our manifestations of delight, mother would be seen 
approaching to quell the disturbance, when we would hastily 
disperse and be found snugly tucked up in bed, apparently in 
the most profound and quiet sleep. Mother gave a ball in eight
een hundred forty-two and, I think, one next year. In 1845, 
after a long illness, my brother Levi died and other deaths fol
lowing in rapid succession, a stop was put for several years to 
any further festivities. 

You mention my uncle Enoch in one of your letters. I can 
only remember seeing him on his very infrequent visits to W or-
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cester. His home was in Maine, of which state he was Governor 
at the time of his death. He was unmarried and by profession 
a lawyer, was last here at grandmother's funeral in 1828 and 
lived but a short time after. At his request William (my brother) 
was sent to Bowdoin College, with the plan of settling in Maine 
had uncle Enoch lived. I have in my possession some beautiful 
pieces of silver, my great grandmother Waldo's formerly, which 
he left to my mother. August 17, '98. 

The following letter, possibly to Mrs. Sturgis, refers to a long ar
ticle published February 26, 1898, in the Worcester Evening Gazette 
in commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of Worcester's be
coming a city. It was contributed by Hon. George F. Hoar from 
his personal recollections, and by John Nelson, a reporter on the 
Gazette, from interviews with several citizens. Mrs. Canfield ob
jects to several statements, especially the following: '' Gov. Lincoln 
was an austere man. He met people with a brusqueness that was 
sometimes oppressive.'' '' He had an almost invariable habit of 
coming up a street on the opposite side from the one he had taken 
going down." The story about "Sidney Burnside " was that when 
Mr. Burnside urged his gardener, Sidney, to vote for Mr. Lincoln as 
first mayor of Worcester, Sidney replied: "No, Mr. Burnside, I 
shan't vote for him. You ought not to vote for him yourself, sir. 
I say, Damn a man who trims apple trees in the way he does.'' 

Dear E . I send you a "Gazette" with "Reminiscences of 
vV orcester Fifty Years Ago,'' and should have corrected its many 
mistakes hadn't the task seemed altogether too Herculean. In 
the first place the ''brusqueness'' and '' austere manner'' of my 
father, noted for his old-time courtesy and uniform politeness 
to every one, did provoke me. And what boy received such a 
letter and why was it written, when no neighbor of ours kept 
hens and we, ourselves, had a variety seldom, if ever, shut up
father having a fancy for seeing them about our place. His 
being his own policeman was new to me, though being at home 
I should naturally have heard of it, if founded on fact. Like 
other people he probably went up and down street on the side 
most convenient for the transaction of his business. 

For years a Tatnuck farmer, named Gates, trimmed and graf
ted his [Mr. Lincoln's] apple trees, one of which was near the 
Burnside garden. On their side were three trees, never trimmed 
and usually adorned with caterpillars' nests. If Sidney Burn
side, as he was commonly called, made the remark attributed to 
him he was not the good gardener we thought him. 
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Father's parties were not confined, as the senator from Mas
sachusetts would have it appear, to one dinner to the judges of 
the Supreme Court and an annual ball. On the contrary no 
stranger of any distinction ever came to Worcester without being 
entertained by him, and every whig or republican convention, or 
gathering of any note, was the occasion of a dinner to the most 
prominent delegates, or an evening reception to the mass. Mili
tary companies were almost invariably given collations and even 
serenaders, of whom in those times there were many, were asked 
in and regaled. Many a night have we been called from our 
beds to go down and spread the feast. Mother kept the closets 
well stocked with tempting viands-had an ample supply of glass, 
china and all things needful, and, on special occasions, sent to 
Boston for colored waiters,-old ''Mingo'' Williams, York, Leon
ard and Datton frequently coming together or separately as 
needed, and later Smith and his men. 

And about George,12 Col. Sever,13 with whom he first sailed, 
left the ship as planned at Canton, and the return voyage in 
charge of an incompetent mate, was anything but a pleasant one. 
Later he again went to China with Capt. Gillis of Salem, well 
known to uncle Brazer,14 but he [Gillis] died on reaching Canton 
and again the mate took command. His treatment of all on board 
was so brutal that, at Antwerp, where they touched, George left 
and, after a few days in Paris, caJTI.e home thoroughly sick of a 
"life on the ocean wave." Soon after he entered the army re
ceiving his commission as Second Lieut., 4th Infantry, just before 
his twenty-first birthday. He was later transferred to the 8th 
regiment. 

What did you think of Nan's15 standing at the front gate in 
her close cap and widow's weeds, wrapt in a scarlet shawl ? To 
my knowledge she never owned one. That story grew out of a 
visit Mrs. Charles Putnam, the widow of mother's cousin, made 
at our house, soon after her husband's death. She was all in 
crape, but carried in her hand a bright red embroidered bag, 
which she explained by telling us that in the provinces, (she 
came from New Brunswick) it was the thing to wear red with the 
deepest mourning. 

Elizabeth L.16 was a fearless rider but did not make so good 
an appearance on horseback as either you or my sister Anne, 
both taller and more erect than she. She was never pretty and 
neither should I have called her graceful. She went to school 
"Her brother, Capt. George Lincoln. He was killed in the Mexican war 

at the battle of Buena Vista. 
"James Warren Sever, a cousin of Mrs. Levi Lincoln. 
"Rev. John Brazer of Salem. 
"Widow of Capt. George Lincoln. She married (2) Stephen Salisbury, Sr. 
'"Mrs. Willi.ram S. Lincoln. 
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in Greenfield, was married at eighteen and lived in Millbury, 
where William was practising law until they went west-was 
eight years in Illinois and had a family of four boys to occupy 
her after her return to Worcester in 1845. William then had no 
stable and kept no horses until later, consequently her rides 
must have been infrequent and of no great length. 

Do you remember Anne's telling Frederic Gale17 that her 
name had a handle~ Mr. J. N. needs the same lesson. One 
would think all those young women were his most intimate 
friends. A nephew of Mrs. G. T. R.18 should know better than 
to speak of them quite so familiarly. I wish people wouldn't 
" hang out more than they wash" and write about what they 
know nothing. H. is not reliable; E. S. is misleading and what 
N. P .19 doesn 't know he thinks not worth knowing. Mrs. S. is 
her father's own daughter, "a chip of the old block" and ro
mances. All were interviewed before the article was published 
and hence the result ! Better let "bygones be bygones." How 
few of us can remember accurately so far back! S. S. 20 under
took, not long ago, to write a sketch of Mr. H . K. Newcomb for 
the Fire Society, and admitted to me that he knew not the first 
thing about him. I should like to have seen the production, for 
I had known him (Mr. N.) from childhood up. Mr. S. (the 
father ) had a photograph of Mr. Frederic Lincoln of Boston, 
copied to give to the Antiquarian Society, as a likeness of my 
uncle William Lincoln.21 The two resembled each other somewhat 
but were not twins. 

P . S. L. C. 1898. 

The dates and names of the recipients of the following letters 
cannot be learned. 

I hoped to have seen you when you called and to have had my 
say about Lafayette's visit and those "forks. " What lies people 
will tell! I was a little child at the time but have a distinct 
recollection of all that occurred. In the first place it was no 
dinner but a breakfast given to General Lafayette and his suite, 
with the committee accompanying him and a few invited guests. 
Father met him the evening before, at Mr. Sampson V. Wilder's 
in Bolton, at the entrance to whose grounds was an arch inscribed 
to ''Washington, Lafayette and the Great Jehovah.'' He rode 
in the carriage with him to our house, mother meanwhile seeing 
that all preparations were made for his reception and entertain-
"He and his wife were lost on the SS. A.retie in 1854. 
18Mrs. George T. Rice. 
19Senator H oar, Mrs. Elizabeth Sturgis and Nathaniel P aine. 
'°Stephen Salisbury, Jr. 
"Mr. Frederic Walker Lincoln, grandson of Amos Lincoln, was own cousin 

once removed of William Lincoln. The Antiquarian Society does not seem to 
have kept the portrait referred to by Mrs. Canfield. 
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ment. They alighted at our gate, a platform having been erected 
below the terrace in the long front yard, from which father's 
address of welcome and the General's r eply were given. There 
was no '' historic elm'' in the case, the two large elm trees south 
of the house, overhanging the driveway, being separated from the 
front yard by a fence. The military companies, which had es
corted the procession, were drawn up in front, and a crowd of 
townspeople filled the street and the adjacent yards. No ladies 
were present at the breakfast and, the time being limited, none 
were presented to Gen. Lafayette, though as many as could be 
accommodated watched his entrance and departure from the 
numerous front windows of the mansion. I was led in to see him 
and well remember him as he stood near the fire-place in the 
spacious south-east parlor, and laying his hand upon my head, 
bent over and bestowed a kiss upon the cheek of the little child 
trembling in front of him. 

As to the silver, possibly some extra spoons might have been 
borrowed for the occasion from relatives or near neighbors-as 
in those days no one was expected to have all that might be re
quired for an elaborate entertainment. F ew people even in Bos
ton owned silver forks and here they were then never used. Dr. 
Paine had a limited number, probably brought from England 
when permitted to return to his own country after banishment 
as a refugee. No silver forks were placed upon my father's 
table until he purchased them in Boston, when they came into 
use there. Before that time I r emember my mother would put 
aside the small package of Paine forks until the spoons were 
washed and ready to be returned. She would never shine in 
borrowed plumage nor use silver forks until she owned them. 

Capt. L. [her brother George] was strikingly handsome, in 
face and figure equally distinguished, tall, broad-shouldered, 
erect, with a military air and graceful carriage, he looked every 
inch the hero that he was. His features were regular, eyes a 
clear blue, shadowed by long lashes, which, having been burned 
off when a child by an explosion of a toy cannon, had grown 
again much longer and of a deeper shade than before. His hair 
and complexion, originally light, had become darkened by ex
posure to a tropical sun. I think I once told you that his aunt, 
Mrs. Sever, with a companion, was passing up Broadway in 
New York as two officers came out of a hotel and walked on a little 
before them. They were so struck by the air and figure of one 
of them that aunt A. exclaimed, '' What a magnificent looking 
man ! I shall go by him and turn to see if his face corresponds.'' 
She did so and the recognition was mutual, and she said after
wards no disappointment mingled with her pleasure. H e was 
called the Chevalier Bayard of his regiment. 
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Oct. 9, 1900. 
My dear S. 22 

I had hoped to see you when next you called, but much to my 
disappointment, was obliged last evening to deny myself that 
pleasure. My health is not now to be depended upon, and 
though feeling quite well one day, the next may find me under 
the doctor's care. Thank you for the pamphlet in which I was 
much interested. Elizabeth23 is not always quite accurate but 
perhaps more so than the average of scribblers. Her "Recollec
tions" of my grandfather's house were of a later date than mine 
-after my uncles had ceased to occupy it and it had fallen from 
its high estate. It was originally a square house, built in colonial 
style, with a parlor on each side of a hall leading from the front 
door to a large dining-room in the rear and a smaller apartment 
in which my grandfather kept his books and papers. On the south, 
between the parlor and dining-room, was a door opening upon a 
side yard and garden, and farther back an ell-not a separate 
building----containing the kitchen, dairy, etc. Large barns were 
far in the background at the north. On Lincoln street, below the 
garden, was a small, square, wooden building, my grandfather's 
office when practising law, removed later to make way for the 
Goodwin, afterward the Conant house. I think the printer must 
be 'responsible for the mistake in Elizabeth's paper. The old fash
ioned "Jack" roasted meat but certainly never could have ac
complished washing. Probably no member of the '' Society of 
Antiquity" ever saw one in operation. 

Oct. 12. 

I must apologize now for sending these ''reminiscences,'' which 
after writing I threw into the waste basket. But wishing to 
thank you for the pamphlet and to return some cards found in 
it, I have concluded to leave you to read and destroy them for 
me. I can safely promise not to trouble you in the .same way 
again. 

Yours very truly 
P.S.C. 

March 1898. 
Dear E.24 

I should have returned your book last week but kept it for a 
second and third reading, the last to P 25 whose enjoyment of it 
was very little less than my own. It brought Salem directly be-
"'Mr. Stephen Salisbury, Jr. 
"Mrs. Elizabeth 0. P. Sturgis. 
24Probably Mrs. Sturgis. 
"Her daughter Penelope. 



158 M RS . P . S . C A N F IE L D ' S RE C O L L E C T IO NS 

fore me as I knew it in my younger days, when a part of every 
winter was passed at my aunt Brazer's26

• With few exceptions 
I knew all the people you mention and have taken tea or spent 
evenings at most of their houses. Your aunt • T's marmalade 
merits all you say of it and I have also eaten the same at your 
aunt Rose's27 • I am glad someone beside myself knows the dif
ference between the r eal Damson and the modern plum so-called. 
We had the '' true blue'' in our old garden and mother scorned 
all others. 

Miss Mary Silsbee, before she married Mr. Jared Sparks, 
sent me this note: " Will Miss Lincoln do me the favor to take 
tea with me tomorrow afternoon 1 And will Miss Lincoln do 
me the favor to excuse a pencilled note 1 R. S. V. P. '' 

These letters puzzled me at that remote period but I answered 
the note, and when my aunt, who was also invited, met our hostess 
she admitted our ignorance and was duly enlightened. Miss S. 
had just returned from Washington, where she had been living 
with her father, then in Congress, in the rooms afterwards oc
cupied by us at Miss Corcoran 's. Sarah Ann S., her cousin, I 
remember well and two of the William Silsbee's with their aunts, 
the Misses Hodges, and several Silsbee young men, two of them 
classmates of my brother Waldo and a third in college with him. 
I was at a ball at Mr. Frank Peabody's in his then new house on 
Essex Street and, later, went with him and Mrs. Peabody to a 
military ball in Hamilton Hall. All the elite were present. Mr . 
Pickering Dodge sent me for the occasion a beautiful bouquet 
from his own greenhouse. He came often to uncle Brazer's and 
his wife I knew well, as I also did the whole Coleman family 
whom I had often met at aunt Blake's in Boston28 • The Blakes 
all called him uncle Coleman, a daughter of his having married 
their relative, Mr. J. H. Mills. Judge Daniel A. White's family, 
though not parishioners, were very intimate at uncle B's and 
Mrs. Foote and Mrs. Morrison29, not then married, were especial 
favorites at the parsonage. 

I always took tea at Miss Love (Rawlins as she preferred to 
be called ) Pickman's and saw a great deal of Mrs. Dr. P. and 
her daughter Mary. Dr. Gideon Barstow's was another house 
where I went to tea. He and Mr. Leverett Saltonstall, Dr. Flint 
and the senior Mr. Nat. Silsbee, when at home, always calling 
on me, much to the amusement of my young cousins, the Brazer 

"'Mrs. John Brazer, sister of the senio•r Mrs. Levi Lincoln. Her husband 
was a Unitarian minister in Salem. 

"'Joseph Warner Rose married Harriet Paine. They were parents of the 
late Mrs. George Chandler of Worcester. 

"Probably Mrs. Joshua B. Blake is meant. She was an own cousin of Mrs. 
Canfield 's mother. 

'"Daughters of Judge White. 
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boys and girls. They had all staid at our house when coming 
as delegates to conventions in Worcester. Dr. Barstow's square 
pew in the North Church adjoined the minister's and it was a 
constant entertainment to see his numerous family of all ages 
and sizes, file in and seat themselves around their father, who 
occupied a high chair in the center, overlooking them all. Next 
my seat sat a small girl who, at intervals, looked over and 
smiled upon or slyly touched me. Tea was handed around when 
I went to Mrs. Saltonstall 's and everything was more formal 
than at other places. There I twice met Dr. Loring. How the 
tables did shine, absolutely glisten, at the Stone's and Mrs. Ben 
Barstow's who never failed at each visit to ask me to tea. Miss 
E. Pickman and Mrs. Stephen C. Phillip's family and Mrs. Howes 
and Miss Burley were among those whose kind attention to me, 
a young girl, I have never forgotten. One person, often seen 
at Aunt Anne's, I have omitted, Miss Eliza Endicott, afterwards 
Mrs. Augustus Perry. I was in Salem when her engagement 
to Capt. Perry was announced, and what a commotion it pro
duced! He was a mere boy when his older brother whom she 
was to have married died. She was not as handsome as her 
sisters, the Mrs. P eabodys30

, but dressed fashionably and was 
noted for her fine figure and striking appearance. In the day of 
"abbreviated skirts" Uncle B. exchanged with a neighboring 
minister newly settled, and meeting his old sexton on his return 
said ''Well Gavitt, how was the sermon today?'' '' Ahem, Mr. 
Eraser, it '11 do for a flounce to Liza Endicott's petticoat.'' 

All the Unitarian ministers called at uncle B's when exchang
ing pulpits, and not infrequently staid there over Sunday. Mr. 
Andrew Peabody I have met there and Mr. Foy and Mr. Pier
pont. Dr. Parkman came during one of his visits and when the 
''Help'' brought in the tray with tea-she was very tall and in 
the low old-fashioned parlor looked even taller-the Doctor was 
attracted. He paused in his conversation, took a long breath 
and raising his eyes nearer and still nearer to the ceiling, uttered 
the one word '' em-i-nent'' and subsided. His expression and 
manner were so comical that Mary and I shook with laughter 
and dared not look at each other for the rest of the evening. We 
could never decide whether he or Dr. George Ellis was the best 
story-teller. One Sunday evening at my father's, after preach
ing two eloquent sermons and delighting large congregations, 
Dr. P. entertained a room-full of visitors until they forgot time 
and place and became so uproarious that we actually feared the 
neighborhood would be aroused and cause an investigation. 
Judge [Pliny] Merrick and Mr. [Geo. T.] Rice, Dr. [John] Park 
and Gov. [Emory] Washburn, [Geo. W.] Richardson, Mr. [Sam
uel M:.] Burnside, Judge [Benj. F.] Thomas and other kindred 
'°Clarissa, wife of George Peabody; and Martha, wife of Francis Peabody. 
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spirits were all present and helped keep the ball rolling. The 
Doctor more than once after alluded to that gathering. 

One old Brookline minister who exchanged with uncle Brazer 
did not enjoy his visit. It was before my time, but I have heard 
the story from my aunt. H e arrived, as was customary, on 
Saturday P . M. and aunt Anne devoted herself to making him 
comfortable but noticed that he seemed nervous and ill at ease. 
It was shortly after the White murder and he talked of that and 
of nothing else, inquiring into every particular. He delayed 
going to bed though she told him his room was warm and every
thing ready. Still he lingered, continuing to dwell upon the 
murder but about midnight took his lamp and withdrew. She 
went to her room and at intervals during the night heard move
ments in his, and early in the morning his door was opened and 
he descended to the parlor. At breakfast, in answer to her in
quiries, he admitted his sleep had been disturbed and he was 
not refreshed. He preached two sermons and hastening back 
soon appeared "all booted and spurred" with knapsack in hand, 
ready td shake the dust of Salem from his feet. She begged him 
to stay till morning and said all that was polite, but in vain, and 
he departed to seek a conveyance and find refuge under his own 
roof-tree in Brookline. She learned later that he was thoroughly 
frightened and that nothing would have kept him another night 
so near the scene of such an atrocity. 

Uncle B. had a rich and liberal parish and he always shared 
in the distribution of their good things. The Derbys and Pick
mans and old Capt. P eabody supplied him, as they did your 
aunt T.31

, with the choicest tea and coffee--and long rows of 
spices and pickles and preserves testified to their kind thought of 
him and his family. Those quaint East-Indian jars were my es
pecial admiration. Weddings furnished rich plum cake, suffi
cient for all their needs, each bride in the parish sending a gen
erous slice, and often a half or even a whole loaf, and so with 
fruit and vegetables. They had seldom to buy either and had 
usually enough and to spare for others. 

Aunt Anne was apt to delay if anything directed her attention 
from the work in hand. So to expedite matters and to make the 
room ready for early callers I often, when with her, washed the 
breakfast dishes and dusted her parlor. What a custom it was 
in those times to '' drop in'' upon ones friends at any hour and 
how pleasant and sociable it all seemed! A minister's family 
was always liable to interruptions. 

I began with no intention of writing all this, but your recollec
tions gave me so much pleasure that I was tempted to add a few 
of my own for your private entertainment . 

P.S.L.C. 
11Mrs. Ichabod Tucker nee Esther Orne Paine. 



WORCESTER'S CONTRIBUTION TO THE INVENTION OF 

THE TYPEWRITER 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society By 
Albert E. Fay, January 13, 1920 

It is hard for one closely identified with a business or profes
sion so to detach himself from it as to be able to understand the 
attitude of the public toward it. Nevertheless, I will venture to 
say that people in general, probably also the members of this 
society, look on inventions as springing Minerva-like, full pano
plied, from the head of a single inventor. When we say that Watt 
invented the steam engine, Howe the sewing machine, the Wright 
brothers the flying machine, we perhaps fail to understand that in 
each case numerous minds had labored on the problem long before 
the reputed inventor was born, and that some of them had added 
something that finally had to be adopted to render the invention 
practicable. Another thing we seldom see is the fact that the one 
who adds the final touch that makes an operative device out of 
an idea, or who finally combines in the right way the ideas of his 
predecessors, necessarily devotes months and years, sometimes a 
lifetime, to the subject before he succeeds. Few inventions, if any, 
strike the inventor with the suddenness of a stroke of lightning. 

The subject before us now is not the invention of the typewriter, 
but the contribution to that of Charles Thurber, a former resident 
of Worcester. He was not the first to think of the possibilities of 
such a machine, nor the first to devote some time to the design of 
one, or the building of a model. Over two hundred years ago, in 
1714, a prominent engineer of Great Britain took out a patent on a 
machine which he described as follows: 

'' An artificial machine or method for the impressing or trans
cribing of letters singly or progressively one after another as in 
writing, whereby all writings whatsoever may be ingrossed in paper 
or parchment so neat as not to be distinguished from print; the 
said machine may be of great use in settlements and public records, 
the impression being deeper and more lasting than any other writing 
and not to be erased or counterfeited without manifest discovery.'' 
H e says that: '' He has by his great study, pains and expense, lately 
introduced (it) and brought (it) to perfection," but there is now 
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no evidence to substantiate this assertion. These quotations repre
sent all that he handed down to the present generation of his idea. 
They are taken from the British patent granted to Henry Mill, 
January 7, 1714, No. 395. His contribution therefore reduces it
self to the mere suggestion that a machine for the purposes he 
mentions would be useful in the limited way he set forth. With the 
exception of a suggestion of a machine for embossing printed 
characters for the blind, said to have been made in 1784, and lost, 
nothing was added to this art until 1829 when William A. Burt, of 
Detroit, the inventor of the solar compass, obtained the first Ameri
can patent for a typewriter. We at least know that hJ made a 
wooden model, for at that time that was a prerequisite to the grant 
of a patent. Probably he was the first in the world to make a 
device that would perform the functions of a typewriter, but the 
model is said to have been crude and clumsy, and the only one 
made was destroyed by the fire of 1836. ( The Evolution of the 
Typewriter, H. Overleigh, Belford's Magazine for April, 1892.) 

The credit for having been the first to have invented a typewriter 
and actually to have handed down to posterity a description of it, 
must be given to Xavier Projin, of Marseilles, who illustrated and 
described his "Machine Plume" in his French patent of September, 
1833, No. 3748. Overleigh and the Encyclopaedia Britannica, Wer
ner Edition, both fail to give him the credit to which he was en
titled, even spelling his name in two ways, both apparently wrong. 
He was the first, so far as we !mow, to place the type on levers ar
ranged in an arc, a complete circle in his case,which is at the foun
dation of the Remington, the first practical machine, and whi~ 
afterwards (1856) claimed as the invention of Mr. A. E. Beach, 
junior member of Munn & Co., publishers of The Scientific Ameri
can. Projin 's hammers all converged and struck at the center, 
but the machine itself moved over the stationary paper and had to 
be pushed a step at a time by hand. He had a rack to oontrol that 
and also one to control the line spacing. The device, however, 
was not practical because both of these operations were performed 
by separate hand motions, because no good method of inking was 
suggested, and because it seems that the operator would have to 
walk around the machine to select the keys to operate. Projin 
also indicated some kind of a shifting arrangement, saying, "For 
capital letters and spaces, a double movement is made." His key-
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board as illustrated indicates concentric circles of characters. This 
idea of the swinging type bars striking at a common center was 
also invented again for use in connection with printing on a strip 
by telegraphy by Alexander Bain and Wright in 1841. They sug
gested the ink ribbon also. (Br. at. 9204-1841.) 

The above shows the state of this invention when the problem 
was attacked by Charles Thurber, a teacher in the Latin Grammar / 
School at Thomas Street in Worcester, Mass. The firm Allen & 
Thurber made his model, it is understood. Its business was the 
manufacture of pistols. The Remington Co., which afterwards 
brought the typewriter to a practical state, operated a fire-arm 
factory. I know of no reason why there should be any correlation 
between the two industries except that the typewriter and certain 
fire arms produce similar sounds. 

It may be thought to detract from the credit due him, that 
Thurber had not the vision to foresee the real utility of this inven
tion, apparently not going, i-n this r espect, beyond the preceding 
English and French inventors of whom probably he had never 
heard. It must be remembered, however, that Worcester was only 
a small town at the time, business was carried on in a small way, 
and stenography was in its infancy. In his patent, No. 3228, 
granted August 26, 1843, he says:-

'' This machine is intended as a substitute for writing, where 
writing with a pen is inconvenient by reason of incompetency in 
the performer. It is especially intended for the use of the blind 
who, by touching the keys on which raised letters are made and 
which they can discriminate by the sense of touch, will be enabled to 
commit their thoughts to paper . It is intended for the nervous 
likewise, who cannot execute with a pen. It is useful for making 
public records as they can be made with this machine as accurately 
as with a common printing press. It is intended for those who 
wish to keep a legible record of daily events, so that they may be 
read with ease and dispatch by others ; and the various useful 
purposes to which it may be applied will readily suggest them
selves to every one." 

Thurber, or Allen & Thurber, evidently made at least two models 
of typewriters, for the patent describes the Patent Office model, no 
doubt, as was necessary at that time, and as appears from the 
context, and the model which is in the possession of the Worcester 
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Historical Society, although containing many of its features, is, in 
some respects, quite a different machine. I have tried to deduce 
from them which was the earlier, but each contains features absent 
from the other, that, judging from what we now know of the art, 
ought not to have been abandoned. The model came into the 
possession of the Society in this manner: Mr. Charles B. Pratt, 
ex-mayor of Worcester bought the house on the corner of Main and 
Piedmont Streets, in which possibly Mr. Thurber had lived. In 
the barn this model was found together with another, to be men
tioned later, and given by Mr. Pratt to Mr. Herbert R. Cummings, 
who at that time, about 1884, was introducing the Remington type
writer into Worcester. He found, I am told, that most of the har'lf- · 
headed practical business men of that day could not, even by 
argument, be made to see any more clearly than Thurber had, 
forty years before, the wonderful possibilities of this machine. 
Mr. Cummings called the attention of the Remington people to the 
model and it was exhibited all over the country, and illustrated in 
The Scientific American for April 30, 1887, as '' The First American 
Typewriter. " It was also described in the Worcester Spy, January 
18, 1887. The model afterwards came back to Mr. Cummings, who 
later presented it to this Society. Some features of it were broken 
or missing and were restored by him. 

The model had for its most conspicuous feature a type wheel 
rotatable on a vertical axis. This had to be turned to bring the 
proper letter or sign to the printing spot, and although an improve
ment over Projin 's arrangement, it made the whole machine un
practical from the modern standpoint and called forth the comment 
of the Britannica that it was only a scientific toy. Yet even with 
that handicap, it would serve the purposes for which the inventor 
intended it. If my memory serves, there is on the market a toy 
typewriter embodying this type wheel, and in fact resembling this 
model quite closely, even as to size. This old model contained 
another original feature, which unlike the type wheel, is now 
universally used, namely, the cylinder for supporting the paper 
with a ratchet wheel on it for spacing. It is to be noted, however, 
that the lines of writing were circumferential instead of longitu
dinal as in the modern machines. So this spacing was for the letters 
instead of the lines. It seems that Thurber saw how to provide for 
an automatic letter feed, but it is not complete on the model. But 
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enough of the mechanism is there to be rendered complete by the 
description in the patent. In his patent, Thurber abandoned the 
cylinder and placed the paper flat on a platen which he fed along 
automatically by the depression of the keys. He showed two ways 
of doing this. This is one of the essential features of the practical 
typewriter, and Thurber is entitled to full credit as its originator. 

Going back to the model again, it seems rather queer that in 
order to write the intended letter it was not necessary to strike 
only that one, but merely to place the wheel in the right place. 
That being done, the operator might press down as many keys as 
he liked, so long as he also hit the right one. 

' The model has a line spacer like Projin 's, but the patent has a 
more awkwar<;l one, which is adjustable, however, for type of 
different sizes. Other original features which the patent shows are 
a lever for spacing between words and a way of adjusting the feed 
to allow for short and long letters, a feature which has been made 
much of in recent years by certain manufacturers for the purpose 
of claiming an improvement over the Remington machine. 

The inking arrangement on the model does not seem complete. 
But in the patent it is made operative, though not practical. A 
large wheel at the back of the model "wades", as he says, in an 
ink trough and applies ink to some elastic cushions on the bottom 
of the horizontal wheel. These in turn transfer it to rollers at the 
front. In order to use it, the type that is to print is depressed 
part way, to a stop shown in the patent, to bring it into contact with 
this inking wheel before it is finally struck. This operation was 
not necessary for each impression as the wheel could be turned 
several times before commencing to print, to apply ink to all 
the type. 

It appears therefore, that Thurber suggested all the essential 
features of the modern typewriter, except those which had been 
suggested by Projin and Bain, and that the only essential lacking 
when Thurber's work was done, was to combine them. It was this 
combination of the features herein described that really constituted 
the invention of a practical typewriter: namely, the Remington. 

It may be noted that Thurber suggested several modifications 
of some of the mechanism above referred to, including mounting 
the wheel on a horizontal axis and using radial keys. He also, 
perhaps dropping the idea of the typewriter, invented a "Mechani-
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cal Chirographer'' as he called it. An early model, in the form of 
a pantograph, is in the possession of the Worcester Historical 
Society, having been presented to it with the typewriter by lVIr. 
Cummings. After lVIr. Thurber went to Norwich, he patented an 
improvement on that, November 18, 1845, No. 4271. It was for 
the same purpose as the pantograph. and the typewritier. His 
attitude toward them at that time may be seen from this statement 
in his last patent: " The former (pantograph) has always been con
sidered too unwieldy to be governed by the·. :fingers of the writer, 
and the latter (typewriter) attended with too much trouble and 
difficulty." His Chirographer was an extremely ingenious machine 
for duplicating or producing handwriting, and the principle could 
be used for almost anything, including even cubist art, although 
not foreseen by the inventor. 

J\fr. Thurber was not merely an inventor; he was a man of con
siderable note in this community. He was born in East Brookfield, 
lVIass., January 2, 1803, the son of Rev. Laban Thurber and Abigail 
(Thayer) Thurber. His father was the second pastor of the East 
Brookfield Baptist Church (History of North Brookfield) . Un
doubtedly he was stationed in many places while Charles Thurber 
was in his childhood. The son attended Brown University and 
graduated in the class of 1827. He received the degree of A.B. 
and A.J.VI. and was later a trustee, 1853-1856. 

After graduation, he was teacher in the lVIilford, lVIass., Academy 
about four years. The Brown University "Necrology" for 1886-
1887 (Providence Journal, June 15, 1887) states that he removed 
from lVIilford to Worcester in 1832, and was for eight years teacher 
and principal of the Worcester Latin Grammar School, located at 
Thomas Street. But in 1840 he described himself in a deed as a 
resident of Grafton. 

During part of this period, he was engaged in manufacturing with 
his brother-in-law, Ethan Allen, the partnership Allen & Thurber 
being formed about 1837, and continuing until 1856 when ]\fr. 
Thurber retired. Allen & Thurber were located in New England 
Village and Norwich, Conn., but afterward in lVIerrifield's Build
ing in Worcester. They remained there until the great fire in 
1854, and then erected a shop at the Junction (Washburn's Indus
trial Worcester). Allen & Thurber sold out to Hopkins & Allen 
Arms Co., of Norwich, Conn., after 1883. The invention of the 
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typewriter above described evidently took place while Thurber was 
in Worcester. 

He was a member of the Board of Overseers for the Center School 
District in 1843, and County Commissioner from Worcester in 
1844. Although the public accounts of him indicate that he re
mained in Worcester all through this interval, his name is not 
included in the Worcester Directories of 1844 to 1847, inclusive. 
But, on the contrary, he executed deeds during that period, and his 
above-mentioned patent on the Chirographer, in which he stated 
that his residence was Norwich, Conn. He came back to Worcester 
in 1847 or 1848 and lived at the South East corner of Madison and 
Main Streets in the house which he later sold to Ex-Mayor Charles 
B. Pratt. 

He represented Worcester in the Massachusetts Senate in 1852 
and 1853. He was also director of the City Bank of Worcester, 
in 1854, and on the first Board of Directors of the Worcester Gas 
Light Company in 1849 (Lincoln's History of Worcester). He left 
Worcester about 1858, perhaps living at that time at the corner 
of M~in and Piedmont Streets, which land also came into the pos
session of Mr. Pratt, and in the barn of which the model of the 
typewriter and writing machine were found by Mr. Cummings. 
After leaving Worcester, he lived successively in Brooklyn, N. Y., 
Germantown, Pa., Nashua, N. H. He made two long trips to 
Europe, spending several years there. He died in Nashua, N. H., 
and was buried at Rural Cemetery, Worcester, Mass. 

At the time of his death, a meeting of his former pupils was held 
to take suitable action, and President Thomas Chase of Haverford 
College read an interesting paper concerning his character in which 
he said: '' He had an active, vigorous mind and ample knowledge, 
both of which inspired respect, but his special grace was his 
geniality. He was never the hated master, he was always the kindly 
friend. And yet he never compromised his dignity. He kept 
excellent order, and could be stern when occasion required.'' He 
had a remarkable facility for interesting his pupils by clear illus
tration and apt remarks. In teaching Greek, he made use of charts 
for exhibiting paradigms of the declensions, and especially of the 
Greek verb in all its forms, and by a skillfully constructed tree, 
setting before the pupils its entire genealogy. 

He is said to have retained throughout life the classical and 
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literary tastes formed in college, and was the author of a consider
able number of poems. These he delivered before literary societies 
and college commencements. Some of them are described as lively 
and entertaining, but those which are printed are somewhat lengthy 
in view of the subjects on which they treat. All his poems in 
manuscript form were presented by him to the Brown University 
Library. 

He married, first, Lucinda A. Allen, of Bellingham, sister of 
Ethan Allen, who, by the way, was not related to the Ethan Allen 
of Revolutionary fame. She died in 1852 in Worcester, and he 
later married Mrs. Caroline (Esty ) Bennett. Two daughters sur
vived him: Mrs. Marion F . Bird of Brooklyn, and Mrs. H elen Von 
Scheurer. 

It may seem peculiar that a man who acquired a fortune in 
manufacturing so that he was able to retire from business after 
having been engaged in it about twelve years should have devoted 
so much of his time to the writing of poetry and also should have 
had the faculty of the inventor, without being able to turn his 
invention to practical account. It may not be amiss, however, to 
call attention to the fact that to be able to contribute to the progress 
of the world by invention, one should have a combination of the 
practical and the visionary in his make-up. 

ALBERT E. FAY 



WORCESTER COUNTY: ITS HISTORY, WITH DISCUSSION 
OF ATTEMPTS TO DIVIDE IT 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society by 
Z. W. Coombs, February 10, 1928 

The idea of the County is derived from England, like so many of 
our political ideas. In England the county is the chief of the 
administrative areas into which the kingdom is divided. The name 
"county" is applied to these administrative areas, and the name 
"shire" is used also. Curiously, however, the name "shire" is 
never applied to the areas representing certain of the earlier King
doms. To Kent, Essex, Norfolk, Suffolk, and Cumberland, the name 
county is always applied. In early times Scotland had a county 
'' Strathearn,'' and under King John, Ireland was divided into 
twenty counties, this division existing approximately today. 
Formerly there were five counties Palatine, Lancaster, Chester, 
Durham, Hexham, and Pembrook, but today only Lancaster and 
Chester are so denominated. 

There can be no doubt that the county is an ancient division. 
According to the popular manner of accounting for the origin of 
social institutions the division into counties is attributed to the wis
dom of the early kings, especially King Alfred. More probable it 
is, however, that the county came before the nation. In fact the 
county seems to be the representative of an independent kingdom 
or community, long since merged into the larger unity of the English 
Kingdom. Alfred the Great is said to have divided the country 
into hundreds and these again into tithings. But the truth is 
exactly the opposite: the sub-division of the county came before the 
county itself. The parish, the manor, the township, all appear 
traceable to the independent tribal settlement, the village com
munity, of the early Saxons. They appear in history with their 
political and judicial organism complete. A combination of these 
units forms the district of the hundred; and a combination of 
hundreds forms the county. All of these groups have the same 
kind of organization. They all have their moots or meetings, 
partly judicial, partly political in character, and their head-man, 
or reeve. The Witenagemot of the Saxon Kingdom is the folk
moot for the whole Kingdom, corresponding to the folk-moot for 
the shire or county. 
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In the period preceding the Norman Conquest two officers appear 
at the head of the county organization, the ealdorman, or earl, and 
the scir-gerifa, or sheriff. The latter was more particularly the 
representative of the King, the former represented, in dignity, at 
least, the head of the county before it had ceased to be an inde
pendent community. After the Conquest the Sheriff became a 
purely royal officer ( vice-comes, or ballivus). He held an annual 
court, (the sheriff's tourn or leet) to which vassals of the King 
were suitors. These were the judicial tribunals for the people 
within the jurisdiction of the county. An appeal lay from them to 
the King, and the growth of the King's court in its three develop
ments: King's Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer, tended to 
draw suits at the first instance away from the county court into 
the higher tribunal. The county court, moreover, arranged the 
assessment of rates, and the sheriff was, in fact, the financial rep
resentative of the crown within his district. When the principle 
of representation came into existence, the county court was the 
assembly which elected the Knights of the Shire. The ancient 
offices of coroner and verderer were also filled up by the same 
assembly. The county organization then, in many points, retained 
the features of an independent political society. From the time of 
the Plantagenets its importance in the constitution declined. 

The office of sheriff in England has lost all its financial and 
nearly all its judicial duties. He is now chiefly a ministerial of
ficer,-arrests or imprisons, summons and returns the jury, carries 
the judgment of the court into effect, and has certain other minor 
duties. 

In American usage a county may be defined as the principal local 
sub-division of a state, created by the sovereign power for politi
cal and judicial purposes. County organizations arc almost ex
clusively designed to carry out the general governmental policy of 
the state at large by the formation of convenient districts to serve 
as bases of administration in the matters of elections, the jurisdic
tion of the courts and the care of prisoners, the care of the poor, 
finance, highways, militia, education, and the like. Established 
without the direct consent or solicitation of the inhabitants of the 
community, counties differ in this respect from municipalities, 
which are created mainly for the advancement and profit of the 
citizens, and at their particular request. Although all of the states 
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are divided into counties, or districts equivalent to counties, and 
these all bear a close resemblance in many of the powers with which 
they are vested by the state, yet the number and the importance 
of the governmental functions exercised by these public or quasi 
corporations, vary greatly according to the influence upon the par
ticular state of one or the other of two widely different systems of 
civil government introduced and developed in the original colonies 
from the time of the English settlement. 

In the South, colonies planted chiefly in the interest of proprie
taries, prevailed. The great majority of the settlers were incapable 
and careless of direct participation in public affairs, of plans of 
government, of methods of administration. Hence the methods of 
government familiar in England were naturally imported into the 
new country, and this included the county system of England, 
imposed with little change by the general government. The popu
lation in the South, widely scattered, was agricultural. There
fore in Virginia, Maryland, the Carolinas, Georgia, Delaware, and 
even Pennsylvania, the administration by means of county organi
zation is apparent almost from the start, and the system thus in
augurated has been extended, with certain modifications, to the 
greater number of states subsequently established. Under this 
pure county system nearly all the functions of government are 
exercised by county officials, elected by the county at large, and act
ing strictly under the statute law of the state. 

When New England was settled, the nature of the country com
bined with the peculiar qualities of the Puritan character and 
ecclesiastical polity, to bring about a congregation of the people in 
closely settled communities, and gave a preponderating influence 
to the towns as the basis of civil government. Towns instead of 
counties became the instruments of the local administration of 
public affairs, and each individual freeman influenced government 
by his presence and vote at the town meeting. Later, when it was 
deemed expedient to conform to the method of territorial division 
prevailing in the other states, counties were created throughout the 
New England states. This was done, not by the extinction of the 
powers of the town but by the voluntary surrender of a portion of 
their prerogatives to the county organization. Hence the counties 
of New England are a mere collection of towns, formed mainly with 
the view of defining more conveniently the jurisdiction of the 

m------------------------
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courts, and of caring for certain public property, the older munici
palities still retaining the greater number of their functions in the 
machinery of government. In the states, largely influenced by 
emigration from New England, such as New York, Ohio, Illinois, 
Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Iowa, is seen a combination of 
these two systems, by which, although larger powers have been 
conferred upon the counties, a direct influence of the towns in 
county affairs being carefully maintained by the appointment of 
boards of county officers, whose members are representatives elected 
by the various townships instead of by the county at large. 

In the states established since the adoption of the Federal Con
stitution, a fairly uniform plan of creating new counties has pre
vailed. The fundamental, or enabling, act of Congress, by which 
a portion of the national domain may be converted into a territory 
of the Union, has usually conceded to the Territorial Legislature 
then constructed, the right, either express or implied, to parcel off 
the land into counties or districts. Upon admission to the Union of 
the several states, their constitutions have recognized the county 
divisions already made, have provided for further subdivisions, 
and have laid down certain restrictions in regard to the extent of 
Congressional districts, the change and establishment of county 
towns, and similar matters. 

The details of county organization, the powers to be exercised, 
the names, duties, and mode of election of the county officers, are 
defined by acts of the legislature, and vary somewhat in the dif
ferent states. 

The word ''county'' is not of uniform occurrence in designating 
these principal divisions of a state. In Louisiana districts exer
cising the functions of counties are called parishes. This name was 
used at first in Georgia. Until quite recently the present counties 
of South Carolina were known as election districts. 

Worcester County was the tenth county division to be established 
in what is now the state of Massachusetts. The nine previously 
existing were: Essex, Middlesex and Norfolk, erected May 10, 1643; 
Hampshire, May 21, 1662 ; Barnstable, Bristol, and Plymouth, June 
21, 1685; Dukes, November 1, 1693 ; and Nantucket, June 20, 1695. 
The Norfolk County mentioned here ceased to exist in 1680, when 
New Hampshire was established as a separate province. It had 
contained six towns. Four went with New H ampshire, the remain-
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ing two being added to Essex. The present Norfolk County was 
formed in 1693. 

When the new county of Worcester was first discussed, there 
was bitter opposition from various quarters. Middlesex, Suffolk and 
Hampshire counties were most concerned. The new county would 
take eight towns from Middlesex: namely, Worcester, Lancaster, 
Westborough, Shrewsbury, Southborough, Leicester, Rutland, 
and Lunenburg. Suffolk county would lose Mendon, Woodstock, 
Oxford, Sutton, and Uxbridge; Hampshire would lose Brook
field, including, of course, the modern subdivisions of North, East, 
and West Brookfield. Between several of these townships lay 
territory as yet unorganized into towns, and all this territory would 
go to the new county. Some of this territory had already been 
granted but not yet occupied. For instance, some of this land had 
been granted to '' petitioners of Medfield,'' as they are called in 
the old records. This grant was for some years called "New Med
field,'' but in 1730 became Sturbridge. Other grants had been 
made to soldiers who had taken part in the war against the 
N arragansetts. Woodstock was one of the original towns of W or
cester county but it had little part in the history of the county. 
The first boundary line between Massachusetts and Connecticut, 
known as Woodward and Safrey's line, was run in 1642. Pre
viously to 1642, Connecticut had claimed Woodstock under the 
so-called Charter granted by Robert, Earl of Warwick, dated March 
19, 1631. In July 13, 1713, an adjustment of the line was reached 
by the two provinces, which declared the W oodward-Safrey line 
erroneous, being six or seven miles too far south. All Woodstock 
was, therefore, found to be in territory covered by the Charter of 
Connecticut issued by Charles II, April 20, 1652. The people 
living in Woodstock preferred to pay their taxes in Connecticut, 
since they were lower in this province than in Massachusetts. An 
adjustment of the dispute seemed to be reached by the grant to 
Connecticut of 107,793 acres of land. But this apparent adjust
ment was not effective. In October, 1752, Connecticut formally 
accepted Woodstock, Enfield, and Suffield as belonging to its terri
tory, but Massachusetts still claimed them. After the Revolution 
further discussion as to the towns ceased, and they have ever since 
remained parts of Connecticut. So the latter province received the 
towns, and the 107,793 acres of land too. 
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We have noted the opposition to the formation of the new county. 
It had its advocates. As early as 1728 it was favored by certain 
towns in Middlesex and Suffolk. Soon Lancaster, in Middlesex 
county, at that time one of the leading towns in this part of the 
province, favored it, but on condition that Marlborough should be 
made the seat of the Superior Court, Lancaster being the seat of 
the two inferior courts. In 1729, another plan was devised, for 
'' erecting a new county in ye westerly part of ye county of Mid
dlesex,'' which Lancaster, the most populous town in the region, 
favored. Mendon, however, a very influential town, opposed 
separation from Suffolk county and Uxbridge also opposed separa
tion, unless Mendon was made the shire town of the new county. 
Lancaster strongly desired the honor of being one of the two 
county seats and it might have received this honor save for the 
strong opposition of one of its most prominent citizens, Judge 
Joseph Wilder, who was its representative in the Assembly. Judge 
Wilder believed that the presence of the courts in Lancaster would 
bring in their train a host of undesirable followers, who would be 
a constant source of trouble and vexation to the town's quiet and 
orderly citizens. And there is no doubt that this opinion, and the 
influence of the Judge, prevailed when the decision came to be 
made. Oxford too hoped to be chosen as the site of the county 
buildings, and Rutland, a flourishing town, believed that its central 
location would be a determining factor in the final choice. As a 
matter of fact Rutland did lose in the selection by only a single 
vote. The citizens of Worcester, apparently, made little effort in 
the matter, but "\Vorcester was chosen as the shire town, and gave 
its name to the county. 

The erecting act was passed by the General Court April 2, 1731, 
0. S., the governor at the time being Jonathan Belcher. By a 
supplementary act passed April 12, 1731, it was ordered that all 
land in the province not la.id to any other county, be annexed to 
Worcester county. It was then, and has been ever since, the 
largest county in the state, having an area of approximately 1500 
square miles. The towns included in the new county were Worces
ter, Lancaster, Westborough, Shrewsbury, Southborough, Leicester, 
Rutland, and Lunenburg, all taken from the county of Middlesex; 
Mendon, Woodstock, Oxford, Sutton, including Hassanamisco, Ux
bridge, and the land lately granted to several petitioners of Medfield, 
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taken from Suffolk; Brookfield, taken from the county of Ha p
shire, and the South Town, laid out to the Narragansett soldie , 
also all the other lands lying within said townships, with the n
habitants thereof. The act was to become operative, July 10. H -
sanamisco, referred to in the act, was an Indian reservation in t e 
town of Sutton, which later became Grafton. South Town, r 
Narragansett No. 2, became Westminster. 

We have noted the opposition raised to the organization of t e 
county. It was indeed strenuous, and some of the interests o -
posing were powerful. Thomas Hutchinson, then a member oft e 
General Court, later to be the last royal governor of the provin e, 
was bitter in his opposition. He urged the utter impossibility f 
its ever making any figure, believing that the '' hill country'' cou d 
never amount to anything. Nevertheless, by 1790 the polls f 
Worcester county exceeded those of Suffolk, Essex, and Middleseix:. 
Only one county, Hampshire, numbered more, and Hampshire I t 
that time included its own territory, and what are, today, Frankl n 
and Hampden counties. Hampshire county had 13,912 polls 1n 

1790, but Worcester had 13,762. In the same year the valuati n 
of Worcester exceeded that of Hampshire, that of Middlesex, near y 
equalled that of Essex, and was within a fourth of that of Suffol 
Many leaders in the General Assembly shared the views of Hutc -
inson. But, on the other hand, there were strong arguments 
favor of the new county. Strongest of all was the greater ease f 
communication with a centre where the courts would sit, much le s 
difficult to reach than Boston in Suffolk, Concord in Middlesex, r 
Springfield in Hampshire. And in those days of poor roads, co -
munication was a powerful factor. 

Worcester, then, became the shire town, chiefly because of i s 
central location. At that time it was exceeded in wealth a 
population by Sutton, Mendon, Brookfield, and Lancaster. L -
caster was an ancient town; it was the centre of an extensive di -
trict which needed a convenient place for holding the courts a cl 
for the transaction of county business. If Lancaster had bee 
chosen as the county seat, in all probability the towns of Ashby, 
Townsend, Shirley, P epperell, Groton, and possibly others, woul 
have been taken from Middlesex. Brookfield had small claim 
be the county seat, since the western part of the county, north 
it, was unsettled. Brookfield was, however, a flourishing town 
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that time, exceeding Worcester in population. To accommodate the 
people in the southern part of the county, as well as those in the 
northern part, it was proposed to make both Lancaster and W or
cester shire towns. The chances of Lancaster were, however, nulli
fied through the opposition of Judge Joseph Wilder, one of its 
most famous sons, and his contention, that the influences 'attending 
a shire town were demoralizing was not without foundation. Horse 
racing through the public streets, gambling, betting, intoxication 
and drunken brawls, all attended the sittings of the courts, which 
always brought together, not only the assembled legal talent, but 
other elements much less desirable. 

When the county was organized its courts came under the general 
judicial arrangement of the province. The General Court, or 
Provincial Government, was the supreme authority in all cases 
which did not infringe upon the jurisdiction of the mother country. 
In every town there were justices of the peace, and these officers, 
lineal descendants of the justices of the peace in England, were 
important and of real dignity. They had responsibility for the 
preservation of the peace, and they had wide powers, although they 
did not handle cases of great magnitude. The formation of the 
new county did not affect the status and duties of these officers, 
but it did bring them into new relations. They became an integral 
part of the lowest regular court of the county, the Court of General 
Sessions of the Peace. This court was composed of all the justices 
of the peace in the county, and was presided over by one or more 
of the four judges of the next higher court, the Superior Court 
of Common Pleas. The duties of the Court of General Sessions of 
the Peace were many and varied. It laid out highways, licensed 
houses of entertainment, admitted freemen, supervised the ministry 
of the churches, and saw to the adequate support of this ministry, 
supervised schools, and had probate jurisdiction. It had many other 
duties too, and all these routine functions were in addition to its 
regular judicial work, which included criminal cases, except those 
involving life, limb, and banishment. 

The first session of this court was held as a court of probate, 
in the meeting house, July 3, 1731. Originally all probate business 
had been attended to by the General Court, but pressure of other 
duties compelled the General Court to delegate this line of activity 
to inferior courts, hence it came to the Court of General Sessions of 
the Peace. 
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Next above the Court of General Sessions came the Inferior 
Court of Common Pleas, also a County Court, composed of four 
judges, three constituting a quorum. This court heard appeals 
from the Court of General Sessions of the P eace, and from its de
cisions appeal lay to the Superior Court of Judicature, which was 
a provincial court, holding annual sessions. It sat regularly in 
Worcester County in October, although its first session began Sep
tember 22. 

The Court of General Sessions of the Peace was an important, 
honorable, and valuable tribunal, although it occasionally received 
scant respect from the judges. It continued to function until 
1803 when criminal matters were transferred from it to the Court 
of Common Pleas, and in 1807 the number of magistrates compos
ing the court was reduced to six. The name '' General'' was 
dropped, and it was called the Court of Sessions. This court 
was abolished in 1809, all its functions being transferred to the 
Court of Common Pleas. But dissatisfaction arose at the change, 
and the Sessions Court was again set up in 1811, with four justices. 
This arrangement continued for two years but in 1828 the court 
was finally abolished. 

The Inferior Court of Common Pleas, was a County Court, com
posed of four judges, three constituting a quorum. They heard 
appeals from the Court of General Sessions of the Peace, as has 
been noted, and appeals lay from their decisions to the Superior 
Court of Judicature. The Inferior Court of Common Pleas and 
the Court of General Sessions of the Peace held four sessions 
yearly, in May, August, November, and F ebruary. These two 
courts are often spoken of as one body and indeed at times they 
held simultaneous sessions. But they were distinct in their juris
diction as well as in their personnel, except that the presiding judge 
of the Court of General Sessions of the Peace was always one of the 
judges of the Inferior Court of Common Pleas. Both courts had 
power to summon grand and petit jurors, to choose clerks, and 
to perform other necessary offices. The Inferior Court of Com
mon Pleas had more to do with civil actions. As we have said, 
it was given jurisdiction in criminal matters in 1803. This court 
ceased to exist in 1811, being succeeded by the Circuit Court of 
Common Pleas. When this court was instituted the state was 
divided into three circuits. In 1820 the circuits were abolished 
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and the judges, increased in number from four to seven, held 
court without reference to county lines. This arrangement ter
minated in 1859. 

A word as to the other courts of the state. The Superior Court 
was established in 1859. Its jurisdiction was original and appellate 
in both civil and criminal matters, but many changes have been 
made in this court since its organization. The Supreme Court of 
the state had its origin in the Superior Court of Judicature, which 
was needed to complete the judicial system of the state. It dated 
from the earliest times; in 1780 it became known as the Supreme 
Judicial Court. 

The Courts of Probate and Insolvency succeeded the Inferior 
Court of Common Pleas in exercising the functions indicated by its 
name. For years one of the judges in the latter court had served as 
Judge of Probate. In 1855 the Legislature created a Court of In
solvency, which began its work July 1, 1856. In 1858 this court 
became the Court of Probate and Insolvency. 

The Central District Court of Worcester was constituted in 
1872, and there are five other District Courts. These courts hold 
a position between the justices of the peace and the higher courts. 
They are a great aid to the latter in caring for judicial matters 
of minor importance. 

One other legally constituted board deserves mention, the County 
Commissioners. The board of County Commissioners was or
ganized to take over the duties of the Court of General Sessions of 
the Peace in relation to matters not judicial in their nature. All 
prudential and financial business is entrusted to it, such as, the 
eonstruction and care of county buildings, courthouses, jails, roads, 
bridges, railway crossings, etc. As the counties have grown in 
wealth and population, the duties of the commissioners have broad
ened in scope and in importance, even though they have been re
lieved of much of the routine work formerly attended to by the 
Court of General Sessions of the Peace. 

With the erection of the new county and with the organization 
of the judicial system in the county came the important question 
of accommodations for the courts and for the unfortunates upon 
whom their sentences were visited. In September, 1731, the Court 
of General Sessions of the P eace took steps looking to the build
ing of a jail, or prison, with a house for the jailer. The building 
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was to be thirty-six feet long and seventeen feet wide with fourteen
foot posts. Later the plan was altered to provide for a building 
forty-one feet long and eighteen feet wide. The prison part was 
to be eighteen feet square. Until the erection of this building, 
prisoners sentenced by the Court of Sessions were confined in a 
part of Judge Jennison's house. This house stood near the court 
house. In F ebruary, 1732, the Court of General Sessions ordered 
that the cage, which had been used in connection with the prison 
part of Judge Jennison's house, " be removed to the chamber of 
the house of Deacon Heywood, innkeeper, and be the jail until 
the chamber of the house be suitably furnished for a jail. '' This 
inn stood where the Bay State House now stands. A regular 
jail was built in 1733, on the west side of Lincoln Street, some 
fifty rods northeast of the railroad station. It was, as has been 
noted, eighteen by forty-one feet, and served its purpose for twenty 
years. A new jail was built in 1753, thirty-eight by twenty-eight 
feet, with seven-foot studs. It stood further down the street than 
the other. 

The close of the Revolution saw a great increase in the number 
of vagrants and malefactors, and larger jail accommodations were 
needed. Accordingly the Court of General Sessions provided, at 
the December term, 1784, for a stone building sixty-four by thirty
two feet, three stories high. It was located on the south side of 
Lincoln Square, near the corner of Summer Street. It was com
pleted in September, 1788, and was considered, in design and con
struction, second only to King's Chapel in Boston. It seemed 
destined to last for all time, but new ideas as to prisons and prison 
methods caused the construction of a house of correction on 
Summer Street in 1819. In 1832 this structure was remodeled, 
and in 1835 arrangements were made to use part of this building 
as a jail. In that year, 1855, the splendid stone jail at Lincoln 
Square was taken down, and the stones were used in a new build
ing on Front Street. The present ample building on Summer 
Street was brought to its modern form in 1873. 

Fitchburg was made a half-shire town in 1856, and its jail was 
erected soon after that date. 

A brief word as to the court house. As there was no court house 
in the county when it was formed in 1731, the first sessions of 
the two courts, the General Sessions of the Peace, and the Inferior 
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Court of the Common Pleas, were held in the old meeting house, 
which was the predecessor of the Old South Church that stood on 
the Common. This building was erected in 1719 and stood until 
1763, when the last structure of the Old South Church on the 
Common was built. It was torn down in 1888. At the August 
term, 1732, of the Court of General Sessions of the Peace, measures 
were taken for the erection of a court house. Judge Jennison gave 
the land, near the present court house, and the building was put 
up in 1733. It was thirty-six by twenty-si..x feet, with thirteen
foot posts. To build this court house the several towns in the 
county were taxed, and it is interesting to note that Lancaster paid 
a tax nearly twice as much as any other town and nearly three 
times as much as Worcester. Worcester paid twenty-two pounds, 
fifteen shillings, and four pence; Lancaster sixty-two pounds, six
teen shillings, and eight pence. Ever since that first court house, 
the location has been '' Court Hill.'' It was opened February 8, 
1734. 

In 1751 a new building superseded this first one, somewhat larger, 
being forty by thirty-six feet. By 1801 the county had grown in 
wealth and population, and its court business had increased by 
leaps and bounds. In that year, three measures were taken which 
resulted in the erection of the brick court house, which, until 1899, 
stood next to the old Antiquarian Hall. It was forty-eight and 
one-half feet by fifty and one-half feet, with two stories, and high 
studded. It was opened for business September 27, 1803. In 
1844-1845 this building was greatly enlarged, and this enlargement 
was needed in spite of the erection of the splendid new temple of 
justice in 1842-1847. Action was taken by the County Commis
sioners looking to this building, February, 1842, and the building 
was occupied in the summer of 1847. It stood on land formerly 
occupied by the dwelling of Isaiah Thomas, at that time moved to 
the rear. The new building was dedicated at the session of the 
Supreme Judicial Court, September 30, 1847, the dedication ad
dress being delivered by Chief Justice Lemuel Shaw. The building 
was of Quincy granite, and its six immense pillars, each twenty
five feet high, with base and capital measuring thirty feet, pre
sented great difficulty in transportation. This building seemed 
destined to last for all time, but the growth of court business neces
sitated in 1899, the erection of the present structure in which the 
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granite temple of 1847 is incorporated. The brick court house of 
1801, with its huge addition of 1844-1845, was torn down soon to 
make room for the new building. 

For some time after Fitchburg was made a half-shire town, in 
1856, the town, or city hall was occupied for the sessions of the 
courts. But shortly there was provided the present court house in 
that city. 

Many attempts to divide the county have been made but all 
have failed. In 1734 Mendon petitioned the General Court for 
permission to join with Dedham and form a new county. The 
effort was unsuccessful. In 1753 the General Court passed an act 
providing that all lands within the Province adjoining the county 
of Worcester and not laid out to any other county '' shall be and 
hereby are annexed to the county of Worcester." In 1763 it was 
proposed to form the northern townships into a new county; in 1781 
another movement was begun to set off a new county with Peters
ham as its centre. A convention was held at Petersham in 1785 ; 
another in 1791, looltjng to the same result. A most determined 
effort was made in 1792 to set off a new county, extending from 
Ashburnham on the east, to Pelham and Shutesbury on the west, 
to include nineteen towns. Nothing came of this attempt, how
ever. Nothing daunted, the advocates of separation tried again 
in 1794 also in 1796. At the time of this last attempt the argu
ment was put forth that additional facilities for the courts were 
needed, and that an expensive addition to the court house in Wor
cester was planned. Worcester county would be spared this heavy 
burden if a new county, made up of the northern towns, were 
created. If this were done, the facilities at Worcester would be 
adequate for years to come, and the towns in the new county would 
cheerfully bear the expense of their new court buildings in the 
shire town that Inight be selected. But even this argument failed 
to carry the day; the old county stood, and the addition to the 
vVorcester court house was built. In 1810 delegates from the 
northern towns met in Templeton and prepared a petition for a 
division of the county, which was presented to the General Court. 
The petition was denied. A plan was evolved in 1828, contem
plating the formation of a new county, to include sixteen towns of 
Worcester county and five of Middlesex. This plan also failed. 

The most determined effort of all was made in 1856. At that 
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time Senators were elected by counties at large. Dr. Jabez Fisher, 
of Fitchburg, a state senator, presented a petition on January 21, 
1856, in behalf of Gilman Day and fifty others of Templeton, for 
the formation of a new county. The petition was referred to a 
joint committee of two senators and five representatives. At the 
hearings on the petition the case of the petitioners was presented 
by Rufus Choate, then at the height of his fame. The opponents 
of the measure introduced a counter bill providing for a new 
county but including in its limits a number of towns, a majority of 
whose voters were known to be strongly opposed to being set off 
from ·worcester county. The special committee referred to above 
reported, with one dissenting vote, a bill for the establishment of 
a new county. The name suggested for this new county was 
'' \Vashington,'' and it was to include Athol, Royalston, Petersham, 
Phillipston, Hubbardston, Gardner, Winchendon, Templeton, West
minster, Ashburnham, Princeton, Sterling, Leominster, Lunen
burg, Harvard, Bolton, and Fitchburg, in Worcester county, and 
Ashby, Townsend, Groton, Pepperell, and Shirley, in Middlesex 
county. Fitchburg was to be the shire town, and was to pay $25,000 
toward the construction of county buildings. The bill came up in 
the Senate, May 16. An amendment was presented, referring the 
matter to the voters of the several towns included in the proposed 
county. The President of the senate was Hon. Elihu C. Baker, and 
he did not vote on the amendment, which was defeated, 18 to 17. 
A motion to pass the bill to a third reading was lost as President 
Baker voted against it, making a tie vote, 18 to 18. 

On May 20, a bill was introduced providing for additional terms 
of court in Fitchburg. The bill did not pass at this session but it 
did at the following session. Fitchburg thus became a half-shire 
town and the county commissioners were authorized to erect a jail 
in Fitchburg, and to expend $35,000 for that purpose. While the 
main object of the agitation for a new county was not gained, the 
movement did not fail entirely. And it may be said here that the 
strongest argument against forming a new county lay always in the 
reluctance of the Legislature to act against the will of the voters 
residing in the towns affected. 

Another determined attempt to separate the northern towns was 
made in 1875 but it failed also. No doubt the question will be 
brought up in the future, and success to those desiring a division 
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will doubtless come. The towns in the northern part of the county 
are growing steadily in industrial importance, in wealth and in 
population, and a division, the formation of a new county, with 
Fitchburg as the county seat, seems by no means improbable. 
, By act of the Legislature effective August 1, 1884, two registries 

of deeds were established, one, as formerly, at Worcester, to be 
known henceforth as the southern, the other at Fitchburg, to be 
known as the northern. This act helped materially in solving the 
problems of court business, and the regular sittings of the Superior 
Court in Fitchburg as well as in Worcester, are an additional 
factor. Yet, possibly, these two steps toward division may ulti
mately lead to absolute separation. 

The original townships in Worcester county have been many times 
subdivided and the county now consists of four cities, Worcester, 
Fitchburg, Leominster, and Gardner, and of 57 towns. In 1790 
the population of the county was 13,762, in 1920 it was 455,135, in 
1925 over 489,000. 

In May, 1667, a committee was appointed by the General Court 
of the Province of Massachusetts to go to the district called, from 
the Great Pond, Quinsigamond, to investigate the district as a pos
sible site for a settlement, and to report back to the General Court. 
This committtee made its report October 20, 1668. It had found 
the district in question about 12 miles beyond Marlborough, near 
the road to Springfield, containing a tract of very good chestnut 
tree land, not much meadow land available, but probably enough 
meadow land for a small plantation or town of about thirty families, 
or, if the land already granted to Ensign Noyes, deceased, and his 
brethren, could be added, enough for sixty families. 

When the agitation for the erection of a new county began, about 
1730, to include the "hill country" lying to the westward of Marl
borough, there had been bitter opposition, as we have noted. 
Thomas Hutchinson, then a member of the General Court, later the 
last royal governor, had strenuously opposed this new county, 
urging the utter impracticability of its ever making any figure, as 
the territory included in the new county was, with the exception of 
a few valleys, this hill country, which the opponents believed, could 
never be attractive to settlers. 

I wonder, sometimes, what the grave members of that early 
committee would say, if they could return in this year of grace and 
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see the city of over 200,000 souls, who, somehow, manage to exist 
in a smaller territory than they had assigned to sixty families at 
most! I wonder, too, what Governor Hutchinson and his fellow 
opponents of the new county would say of the hill country today, 
that has been made so attractive as to stand fourth in population in 
the counties of the state, exceeded only by Suffolk, Middlesex, and 
Essex, and yielding to Essex by a scant 7,000 ! The folly of one 
generation may be the wisdom of the next. In course of time, which 
works so many changes, two counties may be carved out of the 
one, and the division, so often planned and so often thwarted, may 
become a reality. 



EARLY DOMESTIC SILVER 

Read at Society Meeting, April 12, 1929 by 
William H. Cunningham 

Silver has had its place continuously in the domestic life of man 
since the earliest recorded history. Silver utensils were formerly 
the exclusive property of the wealthy who used them side by side 
with the commoner wares. The silver plate and the wooden trencher 
adorned the same board. The silver flagon passed above the salt 
held doubtless the same brew as the leather jack and horn that 
circulated at the other end of the table. Later silver and pewter 
stood for high life and low life, or for ceremonious and ordinary 
occasions. Its constant association with the ceremonious side of the 
life of the wealthy or ruling classes leaves a record in this metal of 
the best accepted taste of the past generations. 

In those days of hand-work each artisan was an artist in that his 
products were a means of individual self expression, controlled in 
part by the dictates of fashion and in part by the personal taste 
of the purchaser who had ordered it. The early silver market was 
limited to the palace, the manor, the castle, and the church. Failure 
to satisfy and please the purchaser incurred penaltie~ far more 
serious than the loss of a sale. The workman, therefore, put forth 
his best efforts not only to please a customer but to conciliate an 
influence which not infrequently had absolute control of his future 
destiny. 

American silver derives its traditions from England. Colonists, 
who were members of the guild, came to this country not only with 
the trade practices, traditions, and tools they had used before 
emigrating but frequently with the actual maker's stamp they had 
used in England. The mark of Robert Sanderson of Boston, which 
appears on silver undoubtedly made in America, is registered at 
the Goldsmiths' Hall in London. 

The art of silversmithing doubtless came into England through 
the monasteries. There is no evidence of its establishment in the 
Isles during the four centuries of the Roman occupation. 

Prior to the Norman Conquest the work appears to have been 
confined to churches and the production of ecclesiastical silver. 
While it is reasonable to suppose that with the advent of William 
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the Conqueror came a higher standard of living and an increase in 
luxury, no English silver of this period has survived. It is true 
that goldsmiths were subject to enactments in the Thirteenth 
Century, but their output was probably confined entirely to royalty 
and to churches. Indeed, it is not unreasonable to suppose that 
the laws referred to were made under royal influence not to protect 
the public but to protect the King, himself, from articles of inferior 
quality. 

The reason for the absence of specimens of very early English 
silver is simple. There was very little raw material available. 
Silver has never been found in the earth of that Island in its free 
form. The few things that were made were undoubtedly melted 
and re-made into some new article to suit the changing taste. 

As early as the reign of Edward I, in the year 1300, regulations 
were made as to the quality of silver from which articles could be 
manufactured. The Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths of Lon
don were invested with the right of assaying, and every silver 
vessel made was to be assayed by the Wardens and marked with a 
Leopard's Head. This was the King's mark. In 1363, it was 
further enacted that, in addition to the King's mark should be put 
the mark of the goldsmith who made the article. 

Very little English silver survives of a period earlier than the 
Sixteenth Century. It was the discovery of America with its 
deposits of free silver, and the capture by the English naval ad
venturers of Spanish ships laden with the precious metal, that 
inaugurated an era of plenty of silver in England. 

There were three periods, however, when the visible supply of 
silver articles in England practically disappeared. The Wars of 
the Roses saw the conversion of the private plate of the nobles to 
provide funds for the financing of the rival aspirants of the Houses 
of York and Lancaster. 

The Church had accumulated silver for centuries and this huge 
reservoir of ecclesiastical silver was tapped by H enry VIII after 
his rupture with the Church of Rome. 

The Cromwellian Revolution was the third period. This, too, 
was a conversion of plate into funds and helped complete the dis
appearance of early silver. The wanton destruction by the Puritans 
of anything savoring of luxury helped still further to diminish the 
silver existing prior to the Restoration. With the Restoration, how-
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ever, and the advent of Charles II, the activities of the silversmiths 
were resumed and since then have never ceased. Specimens of the 
art dating before Charles II are rare and the period which the 
most optimistic collector can hope to cover is practically limited 
to the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries, and the Nineteenth 
Century up to 1830, when the machine began to replac~ the old 
hand-workers. 

While William Hogarth, who was born in 1697, is chiefly known 
for his contributions to the arts of painting and engraving, it is 
believed that he exerted a large influence on designs for silver. 
It is certain, at least, that in 1720 he was apprenticed to an English 
silversmith and was engaged in engraving silver plate, and it is 
probably more than a coincidence that during the Hogarthian 
period, 1720-1760, the most exquisite silver the world has ever seen 
was produced in enormous quantities. The geometric lines and 
angles of Queen Anne gave place to the Line of Beauty. In Ho
garth's portrait of himself, which hangs in the National Gallery 
in London, there is drawn a pallette bearing a reverse curve upon 
which is printed the Line of Beauty. 

The hall marks on old English silver are no longer a part of 
the mysteries of the Goldsmiths' Guild. The oldest mark is the 
Leopard's Head. It is still used and has appeared on London 
silver almost continuously for 600 years. It was originally the 
King's mark, stamped under his authority by the Wardens of the 
Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths, upon silver articles which 
were of a standard quality as required by Law. Some two or three 
hundred years later the quality or sterling mark became the Lion 
Passant. By this time, however, the right of assay had been 
granted in other towns beside London. The Leopard's Head did 
not fall into disuse at the appearance of the new sterling mark, 
but became the distinguishing mark of London silver. These two 
marks were stamped at the Hall and with them was stamped a 
date letter. These date letters ran in series of twenty, beginning 
with ''a'' and ending with '' u' ', the letter '' j '' being omitted. 
Five different styles of letters were used at different times: Black 
letter, Roman, Lombardic, Italic, and Court. Both capitals and 
small letters were used, and when repeated a slight difference was 
made in the shape of the shield in which the letter appeared. There 
was no duplication. There was a distinguishing feature for every 
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year. The date letter was changed in May of each year. Originally 
the change was made on May 19, St. Dunstan's Day. St. Dunstan, 
a silversmith himself before he became a monk, was the patron saint 
of the goldsmiths. Since 1660, the change has been made on 
May 30. 

These three marks, as has been said, were placed upon the piece by 
the Wardens of the Hall, after making the necessary tests of the 
fineness of the silver. The silversmith, himself, stamped upon it 
the fourth, his own personal distinguishing mark. The earliest of 
the makers used a symbol, frequently heraldric. Later an initial, 
or the initials of the first and last names, sometimes woven into a 
monogram, appeared. In 1697, a new law compelled him to use 
the first two letters of his last name as a mark. In 1720, the old 
system of marking came in again. During this same period, 1697-
1720, the standard of quality of silver was raised and London 
silver of that date bears the figure of Britannia and a Lion's Head 
erased, instead of the Leopard 's Head and the Lion Passant. The 
reasons for this change in silver standard are not without their 
points of interest. 

Up to this time, the same standard for the silver used by the 
goldsmiths and the silver used in coins had been maintained. The 
tremendous demand for silver articles, however, had practically 
depleted the silver coinage of the realm. In order to retain at 
least pin money in the kingdom, the goldsmiths were thereupon re
quired to use in their articles silver of a higher standard than that 
used in coinage. 

From 1784 to 1890 an additional mark appears, the duty mark. 
This was the Sovereign's H ead and was placed upon the piece at 
the collection of the silver tax imposed by the government. These 
five marks, four prior to 1787, are the distinguishing marks of 
English silver. 

In giving this outline of English marks, I have described those 
of the London office which produced about 90 per cent of the silver 
now in existence. There were about a dozen other towns which 
had the right of assay with their own distinguishing marks for 
the town and, in many cases, their own quality or sterling mark. 
Edinburgh, for instance, used a Castle and a Thistle in place of 
the Leopard's Head and the Lion Passant, while Chester retained 
the Lion P assant with its own hall device of three Sheaves of 
Wheat with a dagger. 
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There was practically no recognition of American silver as such 
until 1906. Previously the heirlooms in this metal had been re
garded as of English manufacture, if found in New England, and 
of Dutch in New York. In that year, the Boston Museum of Fine 
Arts held an exhibition of American silver which was a revelation 
of the unsuspected quantity of such treasures held by New Eng
land families. Subsequent exhibitions held in Boston, New York, 
and Philadelphia have added to the knowledge of the subject. 

The first recorded silversmith to locate in America was probably 
Thomas Howard of Jamestown. His name is entered in the register 
of the Virginia Company in 1620. It is doubtful, however, if he 
was a practical worker in the metal. It is much more likely that he 
was like the silversmiths of 1608 mentioned by Captain John Smith 
as employed for the purpose of finding gold in Virginia. 

Authorities seem to differ as to the first silversmith in New 
England. Some give Robert Sanderson and some John Hull. 
There is probably but little difference in the dates of their arrival 
in Boston. These two men were partners and their respective 
marks appear side by side upon the same piece. Hull was the first 
mint master of Boston and struck the pine tree shilling. Individ
ual works by Sanderson and Hull survive, and the Second Church 
of Dorchester has a caudle cup by the partners. 

About 150 names of silversmiths are recorded in Boston before 
1800. Besides Sanderson and Hull are included such names as 
John Allen ; John Burt and his three sons, Benjamin, Samuel and 
William; John Coburn; John Coney; William Cowell; John Dix
well; Jeremiah Dummer, apprentice of John Hull; John Edwards 
and his three sons, Joseph, Samuel and Thomas ; William Homes; 
the Hurd family; Knight Leverett; John Noyes; the Reveres, father 
and son; William Simkins; Andrew Tyler and Edward Winslow. 

Of these, the most prolific was Jacob Hurd, 1702-58, and the 
most conspicuous was Paul Revere, the younger, whose name be
came famous because it was easier to rhyme than Dawes. 

Silver was also wrought in nine other places in Massachusetts. 
Salem as a center of wealth furnished employment for a number of 
silversmiths, and in Newburyport the art was carried on by the 
family of Moultons, who covered a period of from 1638 well into 
the Nineteenth Century. This family included six Williams and 
three Josephs, and offers endless possibilities for confusion in the 
marks. 



190 EARLY DOMESTIC S ILVER 

Worcester has seven silvermiths recorded: Daniel Gookin, born 
1682, was apprenticed to Jeremiah Dummer in 1696. Gookin was 
the first sheriff of Worcester and, I fear, found very little time to 
ply the trade of silversmithing. So far as I know, there are none 
of his works in existence. William Swan, 1715-1774, is perhaps 
the best known of the Worcester silversmiths. That he had the 
respect of his fellow citizens is borne out by the fact, mentioned in 
Lincoln's History, that in 1770 he was, by vote, asked to sit in 
the elders' seat in the old church and assist in leading the singing. 
The Worcester Art Museum has a cann made by him, and there is 
a covered cup at the Essex Institute in Salem. Besides these there 
were Henry P. Sweetser, 1768; James Boutelle, 1787; Robert Swain, 
1775; Thomas Lynde, 1760; and Geer Terry of 1775-1858. 

The Society has in its custody a set of six teaspoons and one small 
odd spoon, marked Terry. These teaspoons probably date about 
1805 and the odd spoon earlier than that. 

Eighty silversmiths are registered in New York prior to the 
Revolution. Names of Dutch derivation predominate. Among 
them are a Roosevelt and a Bogardus. T.here are also Huguenot 
names, including that of Goelet. Philadelphia has its list, as have 
practically all of the earlier settlements along the Atlantic Coast. 

Lists· of the early silversmiths are available at the Library and 
at the Art Museum. Howard Pitcher Oakie, about a year ago, 
published a volume entitled '' Old Silver and Old Sheffield Plate, '' 
which contains about 13,000 marks, including not only the most 
complete list of American silversmiths yet published, but tables of 
the English, Irish, and Scotch marks, and many from the Continent. , 

Early American Silver can be approximately dated by identi
fying the mark. This can be done from the above lists, for the 
majority of silver made before 1830. The lists give in some cases 
the dates of birth and death of the silversmith, sometimes a date 
at which he was known to work, but nearly always some identifying 
date which places the period of the article. 

The marks on American silver do not establish the date with the 
same precision as English hall marks. On English silver are found 
four or five marks. On American silver there is usually but one, 
the maker's mark. There is no date letter, and no recognized 
quality mark prior to 1837. The duty mark, which places an 
English piece within a certain reign, was not introduced until after 
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the Colonies had ceased to be under English control, and is entirely 
absent in America. There is nothing but the maker's mark, and 
our ability to fix a date for American silver depends entirely upon 
our knowledge of the maker. 

In some cases the maker used different marks at different periods 
of his life, and frequently a close approximation of the date can 
be made by observing the particular characteristics of the mark 
used. On the other hand there are cases in which the son, suc
ceeding to his father's business, inherited his father's stamps as 
well and used them without change. In some cases the business 
history of the silversmith is an aid. 

Rufus Farnham worked in Boston in 1800. In 1807 he formed a 
partnership with another member of his family. Pieces marked 
R. Farnham were made in the first seven years of the Nineteenth 
Century. After that the mark was changed to R. & N. Farnham. 
Some silversmiths used the same mark during a long life without 
change. Ordinarily the mark of the American maker is the last 
name in full, sometimes preceded by the first initial. Frequently 
the mark consists of the initials of the maker. While sometimes 
incised, that is the letters stamped into the metal, as a general 
thing the surrounding metal is depressed leaving the letters stand
ing out in an oval or rectangular container or a cartouche. As a 
rule the earlier marks are more ornate. The cartouche is more 
common and frequently elaborate shields are found. There are 
also more frequent embellishments in the form of heraldric devices. 

In identifying American marks care should be taken to note the 
form of letters and the form of the enclosure. 

The word "Sterling", which appears on the present American 
silver, is of comparative recent use as a mark, dating from about 
1857. The word, itself, had been used as descriptive of the quality 
of silver for several centuries before and was probably derived from 
the name Esterlings ( (Easterlings), who were in the middle ages 
celebrated for the fine quality of their silver products. Except in 
the case of Irish silver, this word was not used as a mark until 
1857. For twenty years prior to this, or from 1837, the word 
''Coin'' silver was used to designate the quality. Sometimes for 
this word was subs~ituted the letter "D" for dollar. 

The earliest domestic table utensil was the knife. It undoubtedly 
preceded the table, itself. In those earlier days, however, it was 
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not limited to table use, as the same utensil that was used to dis
patch the deer carved the diner's portion of venison. It played a 
general utility part in war, sport, and feasting, and was of sterner 
stuff than silver, which was associated with it as a decoration only. 

The spoon, however, was an early companion to the knife and is 
the earliest example of flat silver which can be found today. The 
original spoon was a stick with a cleft at one end into which was 
inserted a shell, and it is remarkable how closely the earliest silver 
spoons known follow the original pattern. The handle is nothing 
more or less than a silver stick, sometimes round, sometimes octag
onal, with a decorative finial at one end, and the bowl of the spoon 
at the other. The bowl, itself, described as fig-shaped, is much like 
a scallop shell in its general contours. 

The finial or Knop was the subject of the decorations of these 
times. Some were simple cones or geometrical figures, some seal
like designs and some elaborately carved figures of human lions or 
heads. 

The apostle spoons were of this type and a complete set con
sisted of fourteen spoons: the master spoon, twelve apostles and 
St. Paul. The apostle spoons were a most popular pattern and 
were made for some 500 years. A complete set of an early date 
is one of the dreams of every collector. Very few have realized the 
dream but I believe a complete set was sold in London in 1903 for 
a little under $25,000. 

About the time of the Restoration, the spoon haRdle began to be 
flattened slightly, not very wide as yet but a distinct departure 
from the original round or hexagonal form. Under the Puritan 
influence a plain severe pattern came, in which the sole decoration 
consisted of a beveled edge. The flattening and widening of the 
handle continued until by the Eighteenth Century spoon handles 
had approached the modern shape. They were notched early in 
that century with two notches, and in the last half of the century 
the handles were finished in a point. About 1775 it was fashion
able to decorate the handle of the spoon with chasing. 

About 1800 the coffin handle, so called, came in. In this style 
the pointed or rounded end of the spoon handle was replaced by a 
straight cut across the end of the handle and a clipping of the 
corners, making a kind of half hexagon, not unlike the shape of the 
early coffins. This was followed about 1810 by the fiddle-back 
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handle which continued until the end of the period of hand-wrought 
silver. 

From 1660 to 17 40, a period of eighty years, the rat tail was 
a common attribute of spoons. This was a ridge running down 
the back of the bowl from the handle to the tip of the bowl. It was 
designed to strengthen the union of the handle to the bowl and 
also to prevent wear on the latter. It was succeeded by the drop, 
a little tongue of silver running down from the handle onto the 
bowl to strengthen the joint. Drops are found on spoons up to 
about 1820 but are seldom, if ever, seen after that. During this 
time the shape of the bowls changed gradually from the fig-shape 
of the 1600 's to the perfect oval of the 1700 's. The oval shaped 
bowl is held as the highest type artistically but as fashion changed 
it became egg shaped and grew more and more pointed. As a 
general rule the more pointed the bowl of the spoon the later its 
date. 

Coffee spoons may be found in the Eighteenth Century silver. 
Forks are quite a modern innovation, coming into use in the 

Eighteenth Century. They were used in Italy and France before 
they found their way into England. An early English traveller 
in Italy was much impressed by the use of forks which brought 
to him the realization that all of the hands dipped into the common 
dish of food upon the table were not of equal cleanliness. While 
making a distinct appeal to the fastidious, their adoption by the 
common people was less enthusiastic. Upon the return of John 
Adams from a mission to England, his wife brought some silver 
forks which were placed upon the Adams' table. This so severely 
disturbed his plain living neighbors, who still clung to the simpler 
and more primitive fashion, that our Statesman had some little 
difficulty in living down the reputation he thus acquired for 1-ux
urious fastidiousness. 

The early forks were of two tines, set somewhat far apart, and 
were limited in their efficiency in an attack upon a plate of the 
famous Boston Baked Beans. It was not without design that the 
knives of that period were constructed with a blade nearly twice as 
wide at the end as at any other point. The two-tined forks were 
followed by the three-tined and later by the four-tined. Silver 
forks were not unknown in America in Revolutionary times, but 
they were not commonly made here until after 1800. The handles 



194 EARLY DOMESTIC SILVER 

of the forks followed very closely the fashions in the handles of 
contemporary spoons. 

Sugar tongs were used in pre-Revolutionary times. The earliest 
form was a scissor-like tong, replaced later by the bow shaped. 

Salts are found dating back to very early times and in some 
cases are very ornate. In fact, there is very little silverware used 
upon our table today the counterpart of which cannot be found in 
silver of the Eighteenth Century or before. Even grape scissors 
and asparagus tongs were lmown and used and the tea ball goes 
back to Queen Anne or earlier. Very few of these utensils are 
such that they look out of place upon a modern table. Our table 
utensils have changed but little in the century and a half since the 
Revolution, but I trust that in the use of them there has been 
improvement. 

I have tried to give you tonight a very brief historical review of 
the last six hundred years of the silversmith and his works. I 
have tried to point out the possibilities of the identification of the 
makers of early American silver and the means of determining not 
only the date but the locality in which the piece was made. 

There are but few families in which there are not some treasured 
pieces of silver, and if I have suggested to you a means of increasing 
your knowledge about your own heirlooms, or put you in the way 
of substantiating some of the legends which have grown up around 
them, my hope is that you will find in your investigations one half 
the pleasure I have found in my own. 

April 12, 1929. 
WILLIAM H. CUNNINGHAM 



A BRIEF SKETCH OF WILLIAM FITZHALE ABBOT 

Read at a Meeting of the Society, June 12, 1923 

In Amos VII, eighth verse we read, '' And the Lord said unto 
me, 'Amos, what seest thou?' and I said, ' a plumbline.' '' In 
Isaiah XXVI, third verse we read, '' Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee.'' 
These two verses from the Old Testament are the epitome of the 
life we are asked to consider in a brief sketch tonight. The plumb
line of sincerity, truth, justice-the perfect faith which could trust 
where it could not see the way. 

William Fitzhale Abbot was born in Temple Place, Boston, April 
27, 1853, the youngest son of Joseph Hale and Fanny Ellingwood 
(Larcom). Abbot. He was eighth in descent from George Abbot of 
Andover, immigrant about 1640, his later ancestors settling in Wil
ton, New Hampshire, where his kindred still occupy Abbot Hill. 
Joseph Hale Abbot, his father, was a teacher greatly revered and 
beloved. He conducted a private school for young ladies in Bos
ton for many years, and his lectures on a wide range of scientific 
and other subjects were much in demand. He was the father of 
the following children: Henry Larcom, graduate of West Point, 
1854, General in the Engineer Corps U. S. A., joint author with 
General Humphreys in 1861 of the remarkable report on the 
Mississippi River, member of the Panama Canal Commission and 
author of '' The Panama Canal'' ; Edwin Hale, Harvard, 1855, 
lawyer; Francis Ellingwood, philosopher, editor, and teacher, author 
of "The Syllogistic Philosophy" ; Emily Frances, who married 
Abiel Abbot Vaughan; Edward Stanley, Harvard, 1864, killed at 
Gettysburg ; and William Fitzhale, Harvard, 187 4. 

The family removed from Boston to Beverley, where William 
lived through boyhood until he went to Cambridge to attend the 
Cambridge Latin School. Here, and in part under his father's 
tutelage, he fitted for Harvard College, which he entered in the 
fall of 1870. His close friend and classmate, writing of college 
days, says: '' Billy Abbot was one of the remarkable men of our 
class. He was however little known outside of his immediate 
circle, for he was inclined to remain modestly in the background, 
a keenly interested observer, leaving to others the active participa-
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tion in our class affairs. His rank in scholarship was very high, 
but he was never a grind. While he attended regularly and 
faithfully to all his college courses, he was already the genial phil
osopher, enjoying in rational satisfaction each college day as it 
came, intent upon missing no single unreproved pleasure that the 
Harvard life could yield. No one of us all was more intensely 
devoted than he to the class and to all its interests, and his 
attachment increased as the after years sped by.'' He was a 
member of the Pi Eta and Phi Beta Kappa Societies. 

After graduation he taught for two years in Noble's Private 
School for Boys in Boston, and then for three years was associate 
principal of the Sewall and Abbot Classical School in Indianapolis, 
with his friend and classmate, Theodore Lovett Sewall, whose sister 
he afterward married. In 1880 he accepted a position in the 
Worcester High School, and ten years later became the head of the 
Classical Department, retaining this position until his death, in a 
continuous service of almost forty-one years. On December 28, 
1882, he married Caroline Ward Sewall. They had four sons and 
one daughter: Edmund Quincy, Hale Wellington, Larcom ( who 
died in infancy), Miriam and Theodore Sewall. On Thursday, 
April 20, 1922, he worked as usual in school; listened in the evening 
to an hour's r eading of "Henry Lee Higginson's Life and Let
ters'' ; performed his usual nightly round of home duties exactly 
as he did on every other night; and while asleep received the call 
to higher service. 

Mr. Abbot was a member of the American Philological Associa
tion; the Classical Association of New England, of which he had 
been president; the National Education Association ; the Harvard 
Teachers' Association; the Worcester Teachers' Association, of 
which he was a member of the Executive Board ; the Public Edu
cation Association; the High School Masters' Club, and the Greek 
and Latin Clubs of which he was the founder. In addition to 
these societies, directly connected with his work as a teacher, he 
belonged to the New England Historic Genealogical Society as a 
life member; to the Sons of the Revolution; the Massachusetts 
Civic League; the Worcester Historical Society, of which he was 
vice-president; the Worcester H arvard Club, in which he was the 
chairman of the scholarship committee; the Shakespeare Club ; the 
Bohemian Club ; the Walking Club, which he helped to organize, 
and other congenial associations. 
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He was especially interested even from boyhood in all things his
torical and genealogical, acquiring the taste naturally from his 
mother who possessed it in a remarkable degree. The article which 
she wrote for the Atlantic Monthly of August, 1871, about her 
father's-Captain Larcom's-shipwreck on a merchant vessel in 
1810, giving her recollections at the time as a child of three, at
tracted wide attention. The son accompanied the mother on many 
trips to the country and farms where the forefathers had wrenched 
a living from the unwilling soil, and helped to lay the foundations 
of New England's sturdy history. On the first page of a college 
notebook, dated March 10, 1873, we find written: 

'' This book, purchased for notes upon Prof. Trowbridge 's lec
tures on optics, is now devoted to a nobler object, viz: Recollec
tions of the ancestors of William F. Abbot.'' He goes on to write 
down such facts as he has been able to glean up to that time. 

Later, it was his happiest avocation to pursue this and allied 
fields of information. He filled several ancestral tablets with the 
records of his own and his wife's family. All was done with that 
accuracy and thoroughness which characterized him through life. 
His children are linked with New England history in its most virile 
form. We find among their ancestors on one side of the house the 
names of Hale, Dane, Larcom, Conant, Ellingwood, Woodberry, and 
Balch, and on the other side Sewall, Quincy, Wendell, Hull, Ward, 
Henchman and Gookin. 

Besides the ancestral tablets which occupied much of his spare 
time for many years, he compiled the genealogy of the Larcom 
family, which was published in the Essex Institute Historical Col
lections for January and April, 1922. Among his papers we find 
the following data : 

Much material about his maternal grandfather, Captain Henry 
Larcom and the seafaring industry of New England in the palmy 
days of the merchant marine, together with one or more logs kept 
by his grandfather on his voyages. 

Sketch of his paternal great-grandfather, Abiel Abbot of Wilton. 
Blueprint map of Colonial Beverley, sent him by Dr. G. B. Balch 

of New York, who thanks him for his assistance thereon. 
Sketch of a Massachusetts slave, about which he says: that inas

much as there has not been a great deal of information preserved 
along this line, it may be worth while to write down such facts as 
he possesses. 
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Letter from Registrar of the Society of Colonial Wars, making 
note of Mr. Abbot's corrections and additions to some data. 

Much correspondence with historical societies, state libraries, in
dividuals, etc., and many records of visits to courthouses and 
registries of deeds, looking up old wills and deeds. 

Book of memoranda devoted to his father and his ancestors. 
Scrap-book devoted to data about his father's work, writings and 

lectures. 
Book of historic and genealogical data about the Wilton Abbots. 
Book of old clippings about Old Andover, records of birth, deaths 

and marriages from the Andover Towns'rnan, 1888-89. 
Scrap-book devoted to Beverley, past and present. 
Material about Ipswich. 
Material about Nathan Dane the lawyer, and Nathan Hale the 

martyr spy, both collaterally related. 
Material about Dummer and Phillips Exeter Academies, and 

Bowdoin College, and about the towns of Beverley, Wilton, and 
Dunbarton, N. H. 

The great epic of New England was perhaps next to his teaching, 
his most absorbing interest in life. H e carried on a good deal of 
original investigation, and had it not been for trouble with his 
eyes, would doubtless have done far more. He was naturally 
drawn in particular to the obscure naval and seafaring history of 
Massachusetts, in which some of his ancestors had played their 
part. If he had been spared for a f ew years of leisure, he would 
have been able as he hoped to put more of his hard-earned material 
into permanent form. His love of the beauty of New England 
scenery led him, with his family, to spend his vacations among the 
hills and mountains of New England. Here long walks and moun
tain climbs with map and spyglass were a chief recreation and de
light. 

His interest in this Society was marked and constant. As secre
tary for several years and vice-president for many more, he gave 
continually of his time, sound judgment and wise counsel to its 
meetings. He also made frequent contributions to the collections 
of pamphlets and papers which he thought would be of value. At 
the time of the society's recent reorganization ( of its quarters) he 
was much concerned for the permanent safety of the collections. 

These interests however , though absorbing ones, were sidelines. 
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His main work was that of a teacher. His best memorial is written 
deep in the lives of his pupils and friends. A former pupil, now 
a college professor, writes : "When he taught, the glory of Greece 
and Rome shone like a star in the dark.'' And a recent student 
says : "No one of us could come in contact with Mr. Abbot without 
feeling the inspiration that radiated from his supremely unselfish 
life.'' A valued friend speaks of '' The thousands of boys and 
girls-who in his classroom learned the lessons of goodness, beauty 
and truth.'' Another friend writes: '' Few men that I have known 
have deserved so fully the title of good and faithful servant, the 
highest I think, that a man can receive.'' 

Still another close friend says: '' How I had learned to warm my
self in the genial spirit that always passed from his heart to others,'' 
and another old pupil writes, '' Since 1884 I have looked upon him 
as a part of my life. He will continue to help me.'' 

"He will continue to help me," what better summing up of his 
life could we have than this testimony of a strong man, himself a 
leader and inspirer of youth! 

We are blessed with rich and happy memories, and can say, as 
many have said, that our lives are sweeter and cheerier, and more 
fruitful, for having known him. 

MRS. w. F. ABBOT 



MATTHEW JOHN WHITTALL 

Read before the Society, June 12, 1923 

It is now over six months since my father, Matthew John Whit
tall, died in his eightieth year. In many ways, it seems much 
longer than that-in some ways, much shorter, and then there are 
times and circumstances which almost make me feel that he is still 
with us. In many ways, he has left an indelible mark which will 
always recall him to us vividly and with pride and affection. 

His personality and character were very unusual. I do not re
call his ever having done anything spectacular or startling ; he 
would far rather have accomplished the same result in some other 
way which would have attracted less attention. As a rule, no one 
ever knew that M. J. Whittall had done something until the 
results began to assert themselves. On the other hand, he was by 
no means secretive nor disinclined to talk things over with those 
who were near to him. But he preferred listening to talking. He 
was very deliberate and thoughtful, and having once made up his 
mind what course to follow, he pursued it with the utmost courage 
and tenacity and to a finish either one way or the other. Nothing 
ever over-awed him because of its mere size, or by the same token, 
nothing failed to interest him because of its littleness. The big
gest and most powerful merchants could not swerve him from his 
convictions and principles. Many times he refused to weave his 
carpets to their standards. This perhaps lost him some dollars but 
it won for him sincere friendships, loyalty and respect. He was 
particularly fond of the small dealers-"the little fellows" as he 
called them. Time and again I have known him to extend credit 
which he could not possibly justify except with his great faith in 
human nature. He used to say '' Somebody has got to help them 
or they'll never get started-and it might as well be me." Rarely 
if ever did he misjudge character or honesty. 

There never was a man who sought to avoid personal prominence 
more than did my father, and yet his personality invariably as
serted itself wherever he might be. Naturally I saw him in almost 
every sort of surroundin,gs. To me he was always the same whether 
he was talking with a group of youngsters at the Boys' Club or 
advising with prominent statesmen or executives. So also was he 
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in his daily work. He took a genuine and whole-hearted interest in 
even the smallest details and problems of his mills. His employees 
were made to feel this interest and did not hesitate to come to him 
for counsel and advice, and sometimes on matters which the average 
busy man would have brushed hurriedly aside and perhaps im
patiently. 

Father had a great capacity for work and enjoyed it thoroughly. 
His nature was democratic and he loved simplicity. His business 
surroundings show this markedly. He had no use for formality or 
the pretense of brass buttons. He had a rare combination of prac
tical and executive ability. He had never allowed his business to 
grow too fast to permit him to follow all its details. He had no 
desire to amass a fortune or to own a large mill. His looms in
creased in number as his products earned added recognition, and 
the demand for them became greater. He had very fixed ideas of 
how large a carpet mill could be and still have the personal atten
tion to details that are an essential part of Whittall quality. There 
were times when he could readily have sold the output of twice and 
even three times as many looms and was often urged to enlarge his 
plant. His reply was very typical of his character, for he said: 
"I started out with sixteen looms, and have always been happy and, 
prosperous and have had all that any man could ask for. I don 't 
need any more.'' 

I do not think he ever fully realized how large his mills really 
were or how prominent his fabrics were in the carpet world. I 
believe this was one of the reasons why he always kept young and 
well. He thought in standards of quality and not yards of pro
duction. Added looms meant to him only doing the same thing 
just so many times more. He knew that as long as that same thing 
continued to be done in the same or a better way, the question of 
volume would take care of itself. A million pounds of wool or a 
ton of dyestuff meant no more to him than a bale or a pound had 
meant to him in his early days. It was then that he established 
his own standards of quality and his own methods, and to these 
he adhered rigidly. The integrity of his products was to him an 
obligation second only to his religion. 

I do want to mention his great love for flowers. I truly believe 
that if he had ever been called upon to choose between a coat of 
paint or a garden for his home that he would have chosen the 
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garden. He was continually adding to his greenhouses and beauti
fying the grounds of Juniper Hall at Shrewsbury. Only a short 
time before his death, he remarked: '' I don't suppose I '11 get these 
gardens finished to suit me for the next ten years.'' This shows 
also how he continually planned and lived in the future. A very 
impressive incident happened during our labor troubles. We were 
able to find employment for but a very limited number, but these 
few planned a rather unique surprise for him. He had been away 
on a trip to the coast. The morning he came home they were all in 
his private office to greet him. Over his desk they had built a 
bower and covered it with simple, informal flowers. It was a 
Saturday and before he went home at noontime he had the bower 
put on a truck and carried to Shrewsbury so that he might enjoy 
the blossoms over Sunday. The roses and less perishable flowers 
he took to the hospitals and to the church. 

Aside from his carpet mills, my father had many business activi
ties which were widely diversified and in which he took a keen in
terest. These he enjoyed thoroughly. This is especially true of 
the three terms during which he was a member of the Governor's 
Council. This work he took very seriously but also derived from 
it a great deal of relaxation. He used to drive back and forth 
from Boston every week generally alone, and oftentimes it meant 
a long day of work. I recall distinctly one reception of the Gov
ernor which we both attended. It was late when we left and 
started for Worcester and later still when we reached Shrewsbury. 
It must have been close to three o'clock when he went to bed. The 
next morning he was at his desk as usual shortly after eight o'clock, 
and when he noticed that I had not come in, he remarked: '' I 
don't suppose Percy will get in early this morning 'cause I kept 
him out late last night.'' I cite this little incident just to show 
his wonderful physical endurance. On several occasions I have 
known him to play thirty-six holes of golf in a day and he played 
far from leisurely. His game was better than mine and he took a 
very kindly pleasure in winning from me. He thoroughly enjoyed 
playing with my boys, and one of our family events was a sort of 
yearly match between my son, Jim, and his grandfather. A few 
years ago, the boy :finally won and when they came home together 
it is a question which was the more proud. And so I could go on, 
recalling one incident after another, one characteristic remark after 



MATTHEW JOHN WHITTALL 203 

another, one and another kindly and thoughtful act. It is these 
which we, who knew him closely, recollect and live with from day 
to day. 

My father built up a wonderful and prosperous business. But 
far more wonderful was his personal reputation for integrity and 
fair dealing. To uphold and maintain the standards of business 
and quality which he established for his mills is a very exacting 
heritage-one of the most sacred, most pleasurable trusts that a 
father could impress on those who come after him. His mills were 
an international institution; his fabrics are known wherever car
pets are made; he gave to the carpet industry of the world new 
standards of quality, and these he left to them as an inheritance 
which will never die. 

The last year of my father's life was particularly active. It 
seems almost as if a kind Providence had planned out a cycle of 
events with which to round out his declining years. In the spring, 
he spent four months in Europe and went to many places which 
he had longed to see. He visited his birthplace, Kidderminster, 
on the moors in England, and was present at the dedication of the 
Whittall Chapel of St. Mary's Episcopal Church, which he had 
attended in his boyhood. He never forsook his birthplace for his 
adopted country, and had there a wide circle of friends, some of 
whom had worked with him in the carpet mills over sixty years 
ago. The day he returned here to his mills, the employees gave him 
almost an ovation. At the gates, they-met him in a body and with 
an enthusiastic and heartfelt welcome which he never forgot. 

It was but shortly after this that he went to Cleveland to receive 
his thirty-third degree in Masonry. This he appreciated pro
foundly. He was not a man to seek or court recognition and yet he 
was very grateful to have this honor bestowed on him. His ring 
on that occasion was given to him by the late John Wanamaker who 
as soon as he heard that this degree was anticipated asked that he 
might have the pleasure of giving him that ring. They had been 
lifelong friends and held each other in deep regard and respect. 
I recollect the fiftieth anniversary of my father's business life in 
Worcester. The retail dealers throughout this country gave him 
a beautiful golden tablet in recognition of his fifty years of ac
complishment in the carpet industry. John Wanamaker had 
planned to make the presentation but his health did not permit 
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it. And so the next morning my father, as proud and joyous as a 
boy with a new pair of skates, took the tablet over to Philadelphia 
to show it to Mr. Wanamaker. Their's was a deep and genuine 
friendship such as he had also enjoyed with the late Marshall Field 
of Chicago. 

His visit to Cleveland was his last trip far from home. He was 
rather disappointed on that occasion as he wanted to drive there 
over the road but could not find anyone equally enthusiastic about 
such a long trip. H e remarked one day, '' I suppose those old 
fellows think the drive is too far.'' Somewhat later when he 
purposed to go to Toronto to play golf in the Canadian Carpet 
Association tournament, he determined to take his deferred long 
motor trip, and he and I were to have started out for there on 
Sunday, September the twenty-fourth of last year. This trip, 
however, was not to be for on that day he was stricken with what 
proved to be his last illness. The day before marked the close of 
his business life as he never returned to the mills. He left them 
presumably in the prime of health, and thus it is that he is 
remembered. Those who had worked with him for many years will 
recollect him just as they saw him on Saturday, September twenty
third, 1922, at the Whittall Field. He said that day was the hap
piest of his life. There were gathered together on that occasion 
over six thousand of his employees and their families and friends. 
He saw them again united after the labor troubles of a year be
fore, and he realized then that the misunderstanding which should 
never have existed, had been forgotten. He was happy in the 
thought that the mill employees had made a glorious holiday of that 
day in order to celebrate the twenty-first birthday of his grand
son, Matthew Whitin Whittall, who is my son. To my father, this 
was a most wonderful day, he came early and stayed late. It 
seemed almost as if he was trying to welcome each one personally. 
I can see him now, toward the close of the day, standing on the 
platform, his heart too full of gratitude for utterance. They 
were presenting to his grandson a most beautiful silver loving 
cup. And I can go back still farther and see him likewise on a 
similar occasion, years ago, when they gave me a cup on my twenty
first birthday-happy and delighted in the knowledge of someone 
else's pleasure. 
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I have not recounted the incidents of my father's business life. 
They are more or less familiar to the people of Worcester, and have 
been set forth carefully in the press from time to time. I antici
pated that you would prefer a talk of a little more person.al nature 
and have tried to limit myself accordingly. 

M. P. WHITTALL 



SARAH BENNETT HOPKINS 

AN APPRECIATION 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society By 
Mrs. Chetwood Smith, November 9, 1928 

Sarah Bennett Hopkins was born in Ware, Massachusetts, 
January 17, 1860, and died in Worcester, March 30, 1928. 

Coming to Worcester in early childhood, Miss Hopkins spent 
practically her entire life here. Her family's position speedily 
became important in social, professional, intellectual, and philan
thropic circles. Miss Hopkins was therefore placed in situations 
where her talents had full scope. 

In early girlhood she was confirmed in the Episcopal Church, 
and was ever thereafter a devoted member of its Communion. She 
chose as her particular Church work, the Girls' Friendly Society, 
and for thirty-six years spent her time and energies unsparingly for 
its service. She held various offices in the organization. She was 
the first President of the Girls' Friendly Society for the Diocese 
of Western Massachusetts, and became Vice-president of the First 
Province; and Chairman of the Washington National Center Com
mittee. But it was not only in these executive positions that Miss 
Hopkins excelled. In personal relationship with the young women 
of its wide membership, she was extraordinary. They went to her 
in sorrow, and in joy, sure of her understanding heart; her clear 
sense ; her aristocratic viewpoint. 

It was singularly appropriate that Sarah Hopkins should have 
been so affiliated with the Girls' Friendly, because she was pre
eminently that thing-which is far rarer than we are wont to sup
pose-a friend . Towards the making of this characteristic, she 
had, among other qualities, two in particular. First of these : she 
began where she left off. If Miss Hopkins had not seen you for 
even a year or more, you knew at once by her cheerful, quiet greet
ing, that she had carried you if not actually in her thoughts, then 
in her heart, all the time. In the second place, being a quite un
selfconscious person, she took it for granted that you were as 
single-minded in the loyalty of friendship as she was herself. She 
brought out the best in people, because she, quite simply, expected 
it. 

'. 
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Her sense of humor was delightful. Those of us who have worked 
with her on committees know how often, when to others matters 
seemed annoying, or dreary, Sarah Hopkins saw the funny side 
and saved the situation. To the feeblest joke, proffered in good
fellowship, she paid the instant tribute of her high, beautiful 
laughter. Her voice in speaking was not only charmingly modu
lated, but had a quality of cheer. 

Miss Hopkins was always much interested in private theatricals. 
She had a keen sense for dramatic values and for the balance of 
stage settings, and had made a careful study of the subject. There
fore, besides often acting or reading herself in different representa
tions, she was famous as a coach and manager. Many plays and 
public readings gotten up for charity owed much of their success to 
her knowledge and skill. Notably among these, '' The Dream of 
Shakespeare's Women,'' given under the auspices of the Shakes
peare Club, the proceeds of which went to Memorial Hospital 
and '' The Piper,'' the story of the Pied Piper of Hamelin, by 
Josephine Preston Peabody, for the same worthy object. 

She was an important member of the Shakespeare Club for 
many years, and was one of the best, if not the best, woman reader 
it has ever had. 

To enumerate all the clubs and societies to which Miss Hopkins 
belonged, does not come within the scope of this paper. But we 
may mention her nearly twenty years service in the Public Educa
tion Association. 

And of course her membership in the Worcester Historical So
ciety. She was interested in its best and widest development. 

We are New England men and women, who in this beloved society 
of ours are striving not only to preserve historical antiquities, but 
also to perpetuate the spirit of our ancestors. An old writer has 
said : '' If any man make Religion as eleven, and the world as 
twelve, such a one hath not the spirit of a true New Englandman." 
We can pay no better tribute to Sarah Bennett Hopkins, in missing 
her, than to remember that she saw always Religion in the white 
light of high noon. 



JOSEPH JACKSON 

Prepared and Presented by Zelotes Wood Coombs at the meeting 
of the Worcester Historical Society, October 10, 1924 

Joseph Jackson was born in Lancashire, England, November 6, 
1847, the son of Joseph and Mary (Wood) Jackson. With his 
parents he came to this country at an early age, and settled in 
Lonsdale, R. I., where his boyhood was spent. He appreciated the 
value of a good education, when he was very young, and, preparing 
for Brown University, he graduated from that institution in the 
class of 1868. He took up teaching as his lifework, and was suc
cessively, principal of the high schools of Derby, Vt., Gardner, 
Mass., and Millbury, Mass. In 1883 he came to Worcester as 
principal of Woodland Street School, and from there, in 1901, was 
called to the principalship of the English High School in Worcester. 
He served in this position until 1914, when the English High School 
became the High School of Commerce. Mr. Jackson carried out the 
exacting work of organizing this new school, and acted as its 
principal until 1916, when he resigned his position and retired from 
active service in the school system of the city, largely owing to fail
ing health. He died January 9, 1924, in Leicester, where he had 
made his residence since September, 1922. 

Mr. Jackson was a charter member of St. Mark's Episcopal 
Church in Worcester, and was its Treasurer from its foundation, 
in 1887. He held this office until the day of his death, and on 
that day, which was the day of the annual meeting of the Parish, 
he was to have received his thirty-seventh election as Treasurer. 
Mr. Jackson was a member of Montacute Lodge, A. F. & A. M., of 
Worcester, serving for many years as its Chaplain. He was also 
a member of Eureka Royal Arch Chapter, Hiram Council, Royal 
and Select Masters. He was a charter member of the Economic 
Club, and was its Treasurer for some years after its organization. 
He was a member of the Bohemians, and a life member of the 
Appalachian Mountain Club, also of the Worcester Historical So
ciety he had been a member for years. As might be expected he 
was an active member of many organizations having to do with the 
teaching profession, and gave many papers and addresses before 
these organizations. Among them may be mentioned the Massa-



I ' 

JOSEPH JACKSON 209 

chusetts Schoolmasters' Club, the Worcester Teachers' Association, 
and many others. 

Mr. Jackson was an expert botanist, ranking among the very 
best in this part of the country. He published several works on 
botany, which are authorities. Among these may be mentioned: 
"Through Glade and Mead," a Contribution to local Natural His
tory;" A catalogue of the Flowering Plants and Ferns of Worcester 
County''; '' A Catalogue of Phaenogamous and Cryptogamous 
Plants of Worcester County, Massachusetts'' ; and '' The Flora of 
Worcester County.'' He was honored by being made a charter 
member of the Sullivant-Moss Society of New York. 

Mr. Jackson was a thorough classical scholar, but he had special
ized in the teaching of mathematics and had published several text
books in that subject. Besides his skill in botany and his speciali
zation in mathematics he kept up to the last his fondness for the 
classics; he was too, a wide reader and possessed an unusual ac
quaintance with general literary topics. His library teemed with 
works of general literary interest, and he was constantly adding 
new works as they came out. Mr. Jackson married July 29, 1870, 
Mary Colwell, (Caldwell) of Providence, R. I. Two daughters, 
Alice M. and Florence E. Jackson, survive him. Joseph Jackson has 
left on his thousands of pupils and his numerous friends, here and 
elsewhere, a profound impression. His life was an inspiration. Few 
men have realized more fully their opportunities, and have en
deavored to profit by them. Genial, courteous, kindly, ever ready 
to help, he was known personally to a very wide circle, and those 
who knew him loved and esteemed him. Of wide scholarship and 
profound learning, such as books can give, he enjoyed far above 
all books the intercourse and companionship of his fellowmen and 
of Nature. It was an education to talk with him in his library, 
his books about him; it was a revelation to walk with him through 
fields and woods, to learn Nature's secrets through his eyes and 
his conversation. He was interested in all that concerned his 
fellow men, his city, literature, art, the discoveries of science, edu
cation, religion. His passing has taken from among us a good 
and kindly man, a most worthy citizen. But his life will be a 
pleasant memory and an inspiration to all who knew him or who 
came under his influence. 



"THE TWIN SAXES" 

Read before the Society, January 10, 1930 

The proverb says, in sombre tone, 
'' Misfortunes seldom come alone '' ; 
But then, to recompense our cares, 
Blessings sometimes are sent in pairs; 
Thus where a single babe was due, 
The grateful father welcomes two; 
God bless them ; in this world of trouble 
May both find all their blessings double, 
And, to the joy of sire and mother, 
Each prove an honor to his brother. 

December 4, 1863 Jno G. Saxe 

(The above is a true copy from the original.) 

This poem accompanied a congratulatory letter from John G. 
Sa.'Ce to his brother Charles and his wife on the birth of the '' Twin 
Saxes.'' 

" The Twin Saxes"-James and John, were born in Troy, N. Y., 
on the 2nd day of December, 1863. 
. James devoted himself, during his early days at school and 
college, to athletics, but spent enough time on his books to pass his 
examinations. 

John devoted himself to his books, and was an honor student from 
the beginning. 

Both boys were musical. James had a good voice and played 
the violin. John played the flute remarkably well. 

They both entered Wesleyan Academy at 'Wilbraham, Mass., in 
1879, when they were fifteen years old and where they prepared for 
Wesleyan University. They matriculated at the University in 1881 
and graduated ip. 1885, when twenty-one, receiving the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts. James was an honor athlete and John was an 
honor student. Both were members of the Z chapter of Psi Upsilon. 
After a year 's travel in the West, and another year in Europe, 
they entered the senior year at Harvard College, being credited the 
first three years on their diploma from Wesleyan. They graduated 
with the Class of 1888, Bachelors of Arts, and attending also the 
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Commencement at Wesleyan for their triennial, they were given 
their Master of Arts degrees. 

James spent the following year in Germany studying music, voice 
and violin, especially. 

John spent the year in a law office in Troy, N. Y., and attended 
the Albany Law School. 

The following summer they spent walking in Switzerland and 
decided to graduate from the Harvard Law School and be admitted 
to the Massachusetts Bar. 

James spent the following year at the Harvard Law School, 
while John studied at the Albany Law School and read law in the 
same law office in Troy, N. Y. At the end of the year he received 
his Bachelor of Laws degree from Albany and was admitted to the 
New York Bar. The. following year he was admitted to the second 
year law at the Harvard Law School on examination, and both boys 
graduated therefrom in 1892, Bachelors of Law, John an honor 
man, and were admitted to the Massachusetts Bar. 

In 1890 the family had moved from Troy, N. Y., to Brookline, 
Mass., and occupied Grandfather Griggs' homestead. 

James married immediately after being admitted to the Bar, 
and spent the year in Europe with his wife. 

John entered the office of a well-known law firm in Boston, and 
the following year, on James' return from Europe, they opened 
their office in Boston, as Saxe and Saxe. 

A Harvard classmate, who was at the head of the Massachusetts 
Title Insurance Co., made James their head examiner in the Middle
sex Registry, and two years later the State sent him to Worcester, 
Mass., for special work. There he founded the Worcester County 
Abstract Co., which has proved a successful venture. 

John married at 35 and had a charming home and successful 
office practice, being admitted to practice before the State and 
Federal Courts. His daughter graduated from Radcliffe College, 
an honor student in Art. His son, John, graduated from Harvard, 
an honor student in electrical engineering. 

His son, James, graduated from the Connecticut Agricultural 
School and is now a realtor in Santa Barbara, California. 

John's wife died and John came to Worcester as Attorney for 
the Worcester County Abstract Co., and lived for a time with 
James. For the last ten years he lived at what he called his 
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'' country estate,'' the vVorcester Country Club, an unusually beau
tiful estate. There he died on the night of the 24th of March, 1929. 
He had made his best score at golf that day, but probably over 
exerted himself,-went to sleep smiling and did not wake up. Could 
one desire a better going out to the '' great adventure'' 1 

He ever '' proved an honor to his brother.'' 
He is buried in the family lot at Oakwood Cemetery at Troy, 

New York. 
James still "carries on." He spends the summers at Worcester, 

Mass., and his winters at the Isle of Pines, Cuba, as his wife cannot 
stand the New England winters. 

JAMES A. SAXE 
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SOCIETY NOTES 

The succession of Special Exhibits from month to month has 
proved an interesting feature of our recent work. In part the.se 
have been loan collections, but chiefly re-arrangements from our 
permanent Museum. Memorials of Lincoln; Living Conditions in 
Colonial Worcester; The T:ools, Process and Product of Worcester 
Wood Engravers; Historic Dolls; Our W ashingtoniana,-such have 
been a few of the topics that in this way have been brought to the 
particular attention of our many visitors. 

An efficient committee of women have brought together as a most 
attractive section of our Museum a choice collection of Woman's 
Costumes out of successive periods of New England life. Many of 
these have much historical significance, and all are examples of 
artistic design and fine workmanship. They are arranged in 
specially made cases in the rear of Salisbury Hall. 

Begun as a feature for the Tercentenary Year, the weekly 
''Jottings'' for the new and useful little periodical, '' This Week in 
Worcester," have been regularly continued. This constant medium 
of communication between our own institution and the citizen pub
lic seems worth keeping up, though at the cost of continuous care 
and steady effort from the limited number of contributors. An 
occasional word shows that these brief tabloids of local history are 
being read with interest by many people. 

Appreciation is here expressed of the many and often valuable 
gifts to library and museum and endowment funds, gifts too 
numerous and varied for individual mention here, though duly 
recognized in accession books. To collect all possible historical 
material somewhere is the obvious duty of some institution in these 
days when family attics are no more. '' To conserve is to construct.'' 

One of the privileges of an institution like ours is to furnish in
centive for study and for the careful expression of thought through 
language. This we accomplish to some extent through our regular 
monthly meetings, the papers for which are uniformly prepared by 
our own members, and to a good extent from the resources of our 
own collections. Our historical materials are also sought by stu
dents who are preparing reports or theses, or books for publication. 

During the Tercentenary Year work for and with school groups 
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was one of the important features of our activity. A short talk to 
and with the class, assembled in Salisbury Hall with pictures and 
examples from the museum immediately in hand, was followed by 
a conducted tour over the three floors of the museum building. 
Doubtless this form of educational work will be continued from 
time to time, but our best opportunity is with the many individual 
visitors, young and old, from Worcester and from far afield. Our 
collections are now so well organized, classified, and labeled that 
to some extent they teach their own lesson. 

The rapidly growing opportunity and responsibility of our So
ciety emphasizes still further the need of additional floor-space for 
our work. The unoccupied back lot provided by Mr. Salisbury's 
foresight, extending through to Tuckerman Street, suggests the 
possibility of a fire-proof annex to our present building, unchanged 
in any particular since its erection forty years ago. This obvious 
need itself suggests the limited resources of this venerable and im
portant member of Worcester's group of institutions. A more 
generous support and especially adequate endowment would make 
possible a public service that at present we are hampered in render
ing because of limited income. 

u. w ALDO CUTLER 
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