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FOREWORD 

Two years ago, after an interval of fifteen years, this Society 
resumed the task of publishing from time to time some of the 
papers read at our meetings. In view of our limited resources, 
this was done with much hesitation and only in a small way. It 
was hoped that we might do better from year to year, and the 
accumulation of valuable material seemed to demand some effort 
toward its preservation in printed form. 

No. 3 of the New Series is here put before our public in the 
hope that it may prove of interest, even though in its outward 
form it is far from representing our ideal of what we would like 
to have our successive publications to be. 

It is our purpose to have the paging continuous throughout the 
several numbers making up a volume. By oversight this principle 
was not observed in No. 2. In No. 3 allowance is made for the 
forty-five pages of No. 2, and the paging continues from the point 
where that of No. 2 should have ended. 



HIGH POINTS IN EARLY WORCESTER POLITICS 

Paper read to the Worcester Historical Society by 
Chandler Bullock, April 13, 1928 

The subject assigned to me is '' High Points in Early Worcester 
Politics.'' The subject, of course, is full of human interest, and I 
have only time to touch upon two episodes. Some day, perhaps, 
I may have another opportunity to deal with other happenings of 
a political tinge in Worcester's earlier history. But this evening I 
will touch only two widely separated events. 

Because of my unfortunate ancestry I am absolutely disqualified 
from being a Son of the American Revolution, and so I know you 
will pardon me if I go back to the period immediately following 
the American Revolution, and write of Timothy Paine, one of my 
ancestors on the maternal side. One of the episodes in which he 
figures, and which I shall briefly sketch this evening, is the elec
tion to the first Congress of the United States. 

The Constitution of the United States was finally adopted by all 
but two of the thirteen colonies in the early part of 1788, and it 
then went into effect, although two colonies did not ratify it until 
a year or two later. The first Congressional election was held in 
the fall of 1788. It was left to the new states, as it is now, under 
the Constitution, to apportion their territory into Congressional 
districts. There was also left to the states the method of election. 

Massachusetts was duly apportioned by her Legislature, and the 
Congressional district that contained Worcester was Worcester 
County,-the county substantially as it now stands. There were 
no parties, of course, firmly established in that formative period
no regularly constituted parties. But the old Loyalist influence 
and the business and professional men who had adhered to England 
-and had not been driven into exile-formed the nucleus of a 
party. The Revolutionary group, who had been successful in their 
effort at separation from the mother country, constituted admitted
ly at that time the predominant element. But the element was not 
so predominant as is popularly supposed-even after the Revolu
tion. That is what I desire to show by means of actual figures of 
votes in this first Congressional election. 
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It was John Adams who said in his well-known diary-and 
nobody now doubts the fact-that at the commencement of the 
Revolution and largely throughout the conflict, only one third of 
the colonists were Whigs or so-called patriots. John Adams admits 
that at least one third were Loyalists or so-called Tories, and re
mained so throughout the Revolution. The other one third of the 
population was just waiting to see where the cat jumped. It was 
the Whig group who desired separation and were the more vigorous 
and the more united-and that minority succeeded in having its 
way-as a strongly organized, vigorous minority generally does 
hew through to success. Mind you, I am not suggesting any regret 
for our great American Revolution-I am but rehearsing cold facts 
as shown by contemporary writers and the local newspaper of the 
period. 

Now let us turn to the first Congressional election in 1788, and 
to the candidates for Congress in this district. There were three 
candidates, Timothy Paine, Artemas Ward, a Revolutionary gen
eral who resided in Shrewsbury, and Jonathan Grout, a Revolu
tionary soldier, of Petersham. One Moses Gill of Princeton com
peted for a time, but soon disappeared. Two Whigs and one sym
pathizer with the old mother country were the real contenders. 
Timothy Paine was unquestionably a Tory. Franklin P. Rice, in 
his "Worcester District . in Congress," describes him as one of 
firm Tory sympathies. 

Timothy Paine and John Chandler and Judge Putnam were 
the three leading opponents to separation from England in W or
cester. Paine was so much of a Tory he had two sons throughout 
the Revolution who were on the payroll of the English Army, 
Samuel Paine and William Paine. A word about William Paine. 
William Paine served on the Medical Staff of the British Army of 
Occupation throughout the entire Revolution. In brief, William 
Paine was fighting against his own fellow citizens in the Medical 
Corps of the British Army. It was William Paine who tended and 
helped bring back to health and to fighting pitch the Hessians, 
hired to come over and fight the colonists. Not only did William 
Paine thus serve during the Revolution, but when his father, 
Timothy Paine, ran for Congress, William Paine was still serving 
in the English Army and drawing pay from the English Govern
ment, by and with the approval of his father, Timothy Paine. 
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Timothy Paine was one of the Loyalists who signed the famous 
protest against disloyalty. He was a Mandamus Counsellor, ap
pointed by the Royal Governor in 177 4, and he had been Clerk 
of Courts under Crown appointment and also Register of Probate. 
There is no question that Timothy Paine was a dyed-in-the-wool 
Tory, so called. He was entirely out of sympathy with the separa
tion from England. He did not want to run for the first Congress 
of the United States, but he was urged to by the group who were 
still opposed to most of the ideas and theories of the Whigs, or 
so-called patriot party. These old Loyalists wanted someone in 
the first American Congress who would help protect them from 
what they feared might be a further confiscation of the property 
of those who had remained loyal to Great Britain. 

So Timothy Paine ran for Congress. It is perfectly true that 
against him the Whigs divided into two groups, one for Jonathan 
Grout, a Revolutionary private, and one for General Artemas 
Ward, a Revolutionary General. But imagine the situation. If 
there had been any unanimity of Revolutionary spirit, Timothy 
Paine would never have dared to run or never would have got any 
votes had he dared. Can you imagine a Copperhead, so called, 
during the Civil War, or after the Civil War, even attempting to 
run for the Congress of the United States in any of the northern 
states, such as Massachusetts 1 Can you imagine immediately after 
the recent World War one who had a son actually :fighting with 
the German Army that opposed our soldiers, running for Congress 
in any district of the United States? But Timothy Paine, the firm 
opponent of separation from Great Britain, did run for the first 
American Congress. 

What was the result? Mind you, one of the candidates was 
Artemas Ward, an American Revolutionary General. If sentiment 
in Worcester or· Worcester County had then even approached any 
substantial predominance on the Revolutionary issue, Artemas 
Ward would have won by a large majority. He would have been 
lifted into the Congressional chair by a great applauding majority. 
He was not so lifted. He did not even win this election to the 
First Congress of these United States. It required three separate 
elections and the earnest appeal of Isaiah Thomas, and the applica
tion of all his political ability and newspaper influence, to finally 
elect on the third trial a Whig, or so-called patriot, and so finally 
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defeat Timothy Paine, the Tory. The cold recorded facts are 
always interesting though they sometimes dent our encrusted 
traditions. 

Another interesting thing about the first Congressional election 
is the small number who cared to vote in Worcester ; who cared to 
exercise that franchise of freedom which the history books tell us 
was so earnestly sought for by the early patriots. 

The first attempt at election was held December 18, 1788. There 
were approximately two hundred males in Worcester itself, the 
town of Worcester , qualified to vote. What was the vote in this 
first election? I refer to the Massachusetts Spy, issue of December 
25, 1788. The vote in the town of Worcester was as follows: 
Timothy Paine, opponent of separation, 45; Jonathan Grout, 26; 
Artemas Ward, Revolutionary General, much less than Grout. 
However, no one got a majority in the whole district, though 
Jonathan Grout was in the lead in the entire Congressional District. 

In those days, of course, it took a long time to collect the vote, 
even throughout the county. In the Massachusetts Spy of January 
15, 1789, after the votes had been tabulated, the results appear as 
follows in Worcester Congressional district : Whole number of 
votes cast, 1886 ; this is the whole district. It took 944 votes for 
a choice, just over one half. The total vote was, Jonathan Grout, 
665 ; Timothy Paine, opponent to separation from England, 561 ; 
and Artemas Ward, Revolutionary General, only 284. There were 
110 scattering votes for others, mostly for Moses Gill of Princeton, 
who then dropped out of the contest. This necessitated a second 
election. 

Then there appeared in the Massachusetts Spy an appeal to 
vote. H ere was the American Revolution newly won, and accord
ing to the schoolbook histories of America, the free men of Massa
chusetts were inflamed with enthusiasm, desirous of expressing 
themselves at the first balloting ever held under the Constitution 
of the New United States. In the Massachusetts Spy of January 
22, 1789, appears the following : 

'' Every patriot must have been alarmed at the slimness of the 
number of votes returned into the secretary's office for representa
tives to the Congress of the United States. The privilege to choose 
the men with whom our lives and property are to be entrusted 
will not be trifled with by those who realize its worth.'' 
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Then follows in the old Massachusetts Spy the same appeal for 
votes, for the exercise of the franchise, that you read in every 
election nowadays. The language, the very note of pessimism, are 
almost identical with the present day calls to the electorate. 

The second attempt to select a representative to .Congress and 
to beat Timothy Paine, the opponent of separation, was held on 
December 29, 1788. I will not burden you with the details, but 
on the second attempt Timothy Paine, the old Loyalist, got the 
greatest number of votes. He stood first. Yet no one received 
a majority. The vote on the second attempt, according to the 
Massachusetts Spy, and it admits the figures are approximate and 
not definitely accurate, but substantially so, was as follows: 
Timothy Paine received about 1000 votes; Jonathan Grout, 900; 
and Artemas Ward, the Revolutionary General, about 300 votes. 

Then Isaiah Thomas, the able printer, the staunch Whig, and 
at the same time the effective politician, took a more vigorous hand 
in trying to beat Timothy Paine, the Tory. All his efforts were 
apparently needed. Isaiah Thomas wrote the following in the 
Massach'l,fsetts Spy: "The indifference which generally prevails 
in most all elections throughout this commonwealth, where most 
important interests are concerned, ought to provide a stimulus to 
everyone who has his country's interest at heart to endeavor to 
arouse the people to a sense of their duty.'' And so forth, and 
so forth. 

I am reading these extracts from the ~Massachusetts Spy of 1788 
and 1789 simply to show you that our forefathers, even immediate
ly after the Revolution, with their new freedom, which should 
have been jealously exercised in the vote for the first Congress of 
the United States, were just as negligent as we are today in exercis
ing the privilege of the ballot, after seventy Congressional elections. 
As a matter of fact, considering the number of then registered 
voters, they were more indifferent than we are today. 

To get back to Isaiah Thomas. He burnished up all his weapons 
to beat the old Loyalist, Paine. He says, in what you may describe 
as a sort of editorial in the Spy, and I quote: 

"Unity of sentiment is earnestly recommended on the 2nd of 
March election.'' [Mind you, this is the third attempt to beat 
Timothy Paine.] "It is hoped the yeomanry of Worcester will no 
longer suffer themselves to be divided and distracted by a baneful 
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spirit, which is industriously fomented, not only by the open and 
professed enemies of our country, who still pursue their favored 
maxim of 'Divide and rule,' [Here he is referring to Timothy 
Paine and the Non-Separatists.] but also by those who seek their 
own emolument.'' By that last phrase, of course, Thomas refers 
either to Jonathan Grout, or to the other Whig candidate, General 
Artemas Ward, as a self-seeking politician. We do not know from 
the records now which one he does refer to. But neither Grout nor 
General Ward withdrew, whichever one was "seeking his own 
emolument," as Thomas says. 

Thomas in the Spy then goes on, '' Shake off your lethargy, fel
low citizens, and unite and vote, so the Glorious Revolution will not 
have been in vain." Note that-that is how the patriot party felt 
concerning Paine. · 

Isaiah Thomas then proceeded to show that his newspaper had 
more influence on the ballot than is oftimes shown today by our 
newspapers. His party finally won. It was Grout who :finally won 
out. The total vote in the Worcester County Congressional district 
was as follows: Grout, 1,553; Timothy Paine, described by Thomas, 
as I have just read to you as '' An open and professed enemy of his 
eountry," had 1,169 votes; and Artemas Ward, Revolutionary 
General, had 187 votes. 

As far as can be :figured, this total vote in the Worcester County 
Congressional district was not much more than 50 per cent of those 
entitled to vote in this vote of the first American Congress. In any 
event we know the proportion of those who voted to those who 
could vote was substantially less than this district has voted in the 
last five Presidential elections. It might interest you, incidentally, 
to know the vote in Worcester, the town of Worcester. The vote 
was, Timothy Paine, Tory, 62; Jonathan Grout, one less, or 61. 
General Artemas Ward had 15. There is the drama of conflicting 
interests expressed in the ballot-box by almost a tie vote. In 
aristocratic Lancaster the vote was, Paine, 60; Grout, 20; General 
Ward, 3. 

The final success of the Whigs, after these three bitter conflicts 
at the polls in the first Congressional election, naturally led Isaiah 
Thomas to very properly rejoice. He does so in the Massachusetts 
Spy of March 5, 1789, when he says: '' It may be said now that we 
are politically new born. Heaven grant our second birthdate may 
be productive of permanent felicity.'' 
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I quote Thomas and use his language as to the second birthdate 
of political freedom, merely to emphasize the point that cannot be 
passed over, one that Thomas knew, which is that even at that date 
after the Revolution, the English party, who distrusted the ideals 
and the personnel of the patriot party, were still in evidence here 
and could be broken and beaten in the first Congressional election 
only by a most vigorous effort in Worcester by the so-called patriot 
party. 

Frankly, in many of our school histories there is some ' ' bunk.'' 
It certainly is far more interesting to study the past from con

temporary evidence and data than from school books or histories, 
so often colored by the writer's viewpoint. Such a study discloses 
the fact that our predecessors in the world were so very human, just 
as chock-full of human weaknesses and prejudices as we are. Their 
better natures were usually predominant and in control, as we hope 
ours may be today. Our ancestors were no different than we are, 
no more idealistic on the one hand, or no more selfish on the other. 
It is when we see the little weaknesses of those who have gone before 
all mixed in with their other finer qualities that we begin to love 
them. It is a study of accurate history that makes us love them. 
None of us can love a paragon of virtue. Heaven preserve us 
from the paragons, and from all the Parson W eemses who write 
of them. I speak of the Parson Weems who wrote that absurd Life 
of George Washington which glorified him beyond the point where 
he seems a human being. 

The study of history is so absorbingly fascinating because it dis
closes that eternal lack of unanimity as to ideals-as to political 
movements and thought. There is no unanimity except in a grave
yard. It is that lack of unanimity which makes the human drama, 
and brings about the conflict of opposing forces and opposing 
theories. Without this drama in history-without this human and 
earthly element-the study of history would not interest the 
intelligent. 

And now we will jump sixty years of Worcester political history 
and pass to 1848. 

In the summer and early fall of 1848, the newly-formed Free 
Soil Party was boiling over in Worcester. What happened in Sep-
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tember of 1848 after this Free Soil movement had started 1 In 
1848 one Abraham Lincoln was thirty-nine years old, a Whig mem
ber from Illinois in the Federal Congress. He was an unimportant 
member. Also in 1848 a rather obscure man then of thirty-two 
was chairman of the Whig City Committee of Worcester. Parties 
then, as now, had their respective city committees. There was the 
Democratic City Committee, the party of J efferson, and the Whig 
City Committee. The name of the chairman of the Whig City Com
mittee was Alexander H . Bullock. 

On September 12, 1848, the state Whig convention was to be 
held in Worcester, and the young chairman of the local Whig 
City Committee was very busy helping to organize the convention 
and to make the stay of the delegates in the city interesting. 
Abraham Lincoln, the Whig Congressman of Illinois, arrived in 
Worcester without escort and without attention on September 11. 
The local Congressman was Charles Hudson, a Whig. He did not, 
on the evidence, invite Lincoln to come to the city. The Whig 
State Committee sent up word to Bullock, the chairman of the 
Whig City Committee, that a Whig member from Illinois might 
be in town, but did not suggest that he was an important factor 
or that he should speak at any of the gatherings. 

Because of the activities and the enthusiasm of the newly-formed 
Free Soil Party, the more prominent citizens of Worcester and 
also of the state were leaving the Whig party as rats desert a 
sinking ship. Chairman Bullock of the local Whig committee 
desired to have, as was customary, a pre-convention gathering the 
night before. Such meetings were held in the City Hall. He had 
several prominent speakers scheduled for the evening before, but 
they had withdrawn. They had either joined in the Free Soil 
Party-or they were afraid to appear in behalf of the Whig 
Presidential candidate, Taylor the slaveholder. So young Bullock 
was left without anyone to speak at the City Hall meeting. In 
the late afternoon he remembered that he had heard of the Whig 
member from Illinois being in the city, and he went out to find 
him. He found him ·in front of the hotel then called the Worcester 
House, which was at the corner of Main and Elm Streets, where 
the so-called Workman Block now stands. There he stood on our 
own Main Street, this now hero of history, amid the falling leaves 
of the autumn twilight of September 11, 1848. 
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On June 1, 1865, A.H. Bullock delivered an eulogy in Mechanics 
Hall after the death of Mr. Lincoln, in which he made these state
ments: 

"At that time I met him in the streets of Worcester. Congress 
had just adjourned when our Whig State Convention assembled 
here in 1848. As the chosen head of the City Committee of the 
Party with which he acted, I had called a public meeting in yonder 
hall for the evening preceding the convention and had invited 
several gentlemen of note to make addresses. None of them came. 
But as the sun was descending I was told that Abraham Lincoln, 
member of Congress from Illinois, was staying at one of the hotels 
in town. I had heard of him before, and at once called upon him 
and made known my wish that he would address the meeting of 
the evening, to which he readily assented. . . . His address was 
one of the best it had ever been my fortune to hear, and left not 
one whit of bitterness behind. Some of you will remember all 
this, but not so distinctly as I do.'' 

Bullock then proceeded in further eulogy of the martyred 
President. 

Now of course in a public address of this kind, delivered after 
the death of President Lincoln, Bullock could not state in detail 
the entire story of that meeting between himself and Abraham 
Lincoln seventeen years before on September 11, 1848. 

As I say, he met Lincoln on Main Street in front of the then 
Worcester House. He guessed who he was because he did not look 
like a Massachusetts man, and he was so conspicuously tall as to 
be noted. They retired into the lobby of the Worcester House and 
had an extended talk. During this talk Abraham Lincoln asked 
a great many questions, chiefly touching the growth of the Free 
Soil movement in Worcester and Massachusetts. This line of 
questioning was persistent. 

Of course, this has come down through two generations, and all 
exact details cannot now be recorded. However, the central fact 
remains that Lincoln was ascertaining by repeated inquiries, of 
young Bullock of the Whig City Committee, the strength of the 
Free Soil Party movement in Worcester and the county through 
much of the interview. Bullock told him frankly of the general 
desertion of many prominent Whigs to the Free Soil Party, and 
stated that the Whigs were probably in a decided minority in the 
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city and in the county and their Party was daily becoming weaker 
and weaker. This information appeared to impress Lincoln a great 
deal. 

After the questioning was over , young Bullock took up again 
the subject of what they should do that evening in the way of pro
viding a speaker for the Whig night-before gathering. Both Lin
coln and Bullock believed that they, as officeholders, one a Whig 
Congressman and the other a Whig chairman of the local city com
mittee, felt still in duty bound to remain loyal to the Whig party 
organization. They still then believed genuinely that the Whig 
party that had put them in office was the party that could best 
combat the Democratic party. So Lincoln agreed to speak at the 
City Hall gathering that evening. He was not to speak at the 
convention next day. At that convention, Robert C. Winthrop 
and Rufus Choate, the two leading w ·higs of the state, were to 
speak. Lincoln was just asked to speak at the evening before. 
Then Lincoln asked what he should speak about. They finally 
agreed, as Bullock said in 1865 in his eulogy of Lincoln, that 
Lincoln would simply use his own ready wit in presenting the side 
of the Whig party in the best possible light. 

Bullock then saw to it that Lincoln was invited to the dinner 
held that night at the house of ex-Governor Lincoln before the 
City Hall gathering. So later they went to dine at ex-Governor 
Lincoln's house, which is the present Waldo Lincoln house on 
Elm Street. Choate and Winthrop and other big lights in the 
party were there; and Lincoln was not especially prominent at the 
dinner-any more than he was at the convention the next day. 
There was some little raillery passed between Abraham Lincoln 
and ex-Governor Lincoln on the fact that they were both named 
Lincoln. They had no conception of any relationship between each 
other, however distant. They both agreed that they were alike in 
one particular-and that was- that they were both good Whigs, 
and were neither Democrats nor of the new Free Soil party. Those j 
were remarks that passed at that dinner at the house of ex-Gover-
nor Lincoln in September 1848. 

That evening many of the delegates and other local Whigs of 
Worcester went to the City Hall. That is where Lincoln made 
his chief talk in Worcester. That t alk was not reported at all 
in the Worcester Spy, which was the leading paper of Worcester 
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and was the Free Soil organ. The National Aegis in Worcester, 
the Whig paper, made this brief comment on Lincoln's speech : 

'' For sound and conclusive reasoning and ready opinion, it is 
unsurpassed in the campaign. It was listened to by a crowded 
audience with untiring interest, applauded during its delivery, 
and enthusiastically cheered at its close.'' 

The only other paper anywhere that commented on this speech 
was the Boston Advertiser, a Whig paper. It commented favor
ably, and that paper, the Advertiser, devoted more than a column 
of its space to the speech. 

'' Mr. Lincoln has a very tall and thin figure, with an intellectual 
face showing a searching mind and a cool judgment. He spoke in 
a clear and cool and very eloquent manner for an hour and a half, 
carrying the audience with him in his able arguments and brilliant 
illustrations-only interrupted by warm and frequent applause. 

'' He began by expressing a real feeling of modesty in addressing 
an audience ' This side of the mountains, ' a part of the country 
where, in the opinion of the people of his section, everybody was 
supposed to be instructed and wise. But he had devoted his atten
tion to the question of the coming Presidential election, and was 
not unwilling to exchange with all whom he might meet the ideas 
to which he had arrived. 

"Mr. Lincoln then passed to the subject of slavery in the States, 
saying that the people of Illinois agreed entirely with the people 
of Massachusetts on this subject, except perhaps that they _did not 
keep so constantly thinking about it. All agreed that slavery was 
an evil, but that we were not responsible for it, and cannot affect 
it in States of this Union where we do not live." 

I will not read the balance of the article. 
Bullock 's subsequent and private comments on the speech ( which 

were not made for publication) were that it was a very· clever 
political speech by a man of earnestness but of ready wit, logical 
and keen, rapier-like in some points-but not great or profoundly 
moving. Years afterward, Bullock stated to his children that his 
chief memories of Lincoln at that time were, first, his searching 
questions as to the strength of the Free Soil movement; second, 
his eyes; and third, his linen duster. Bullock sfated to his son sub
sequently that the eyes of Lincoln impressed him more deeply than 
anything else. They were so kindly and seemed to view the world 
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and erring mankind generally so sympathetically. He remembered 
saying to himself he wondered where a man with such a look in 
his eyes would finally be led to. Yet Bullock and the other citizens 
of Worcester never thought of Abraham Lincoln again until his 
debate with Douglas some years later. 

As to the linen duster, Bullock, as chairman of the pre-conven
tion gathering at the City Hall, sat behind Lincoln after he had 
introduced him and so could observe him well. And when Lincoln 
was making his speech, he frequently kept both hands in the 
pockets of the linen duster ; and as he got interested would roll up 
the linen duster in his fingers until it almost appeared like a reefer. 
And then he would release his hold, and the linen duster would 
fall down to its full length. Then he would start the whole proc
ess over anew, until he got to another climax when he would again 
release his fingers from the linen duster. 

Young Bullock asked Lincoln to make another speech the morn
ing of the convention, not at the convention, but at the railroad 
depot where the delegates from other parts of the state were en
tering the city. This morning gathering on convention days at 
the railroad depot was a very usual custom in campaigns before the 
Civil War. So Lincoln, with one or two others, spoke at the rail
road depot in the morning of September 12, 1848. Of this depot 
gathering on the morning of the convention day, that good Free 
Soil paper, the Worcester Spy, makes this comment: 

"At about nine o'clock the Taylor Club to the number of fifty 
or sixty, preceded by the Worcester Brass Band, proceeded from 
their headquarters to the Rail Road Depot where they met a por
tion of the Boston delegates, from whence they escorted them 
through one or two streets back to the depot where the citizens, 
numbering, we should say, some 700 to 800, were addressed by his 
Honor the Mayor of "Worcester, by Mr. Taylor, Senator from 
Granby, almost a facsimile of old 'Zach' himself, by a Mr. Wood
man of Boston, and by Mr. Abraham Lincoln, the recently defeated 
Taylor candidate in the Seventh Illinois district in Illinois for 
reelection to Congress. These gentlemen all said some good things 
that were rather witty, though truth and reason and arguments 
were treated, however, out of the question as unnecessary and 
not to be expected. '' 

The late Albert Beveridge, who at the time of his death had not 
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finished writing a five or six volume life of Lincoln that aimed 
at complete impartiality, was in the city in the fall of 1925 while 
engaged in looking into Lincoln's visit in Massachusetts in the 
fall of 1848. He is of the conclusion that Lincoln was a political 
scout, ( I am quoting Beveridge 's words,-they are not mine) , 
coming partly on his own account and partly at the instigation 
of the Whig National Committee. Senator Beveridge told this 
to the writer personally. It was Lincoln's purpose to ascertain 
the strength of the Free Soil Party movement in Massachusetts. 
Hence, Lincoln's keen questioning of young Bullock at their inter
view on that evening in the Lincoln House. 

The immediate political effect of Lincoln's two speeches in W or
cester was unimportant as far as Worcester citizens themselves 
were concerned. It is of interest to note that Worcester did not 
heed Abraham Lincoln's advice to vote the Whig ticket ; but voted 
by a large majority for the third party ticket, the Free Soil ticket, 
and voted against the Whigs. The vote in Worcester for Congress
man in that fall of 1848 is typical. It was as follows: 

Isaac Davis, Democrat . 
Charles Hudson, Whig 
Charles Allen, Free Soil 

284 
589 

1,489 

This was an overwhelming plurality against the Whig ticket of 
over 900 votes-all in spite of the plea of Abraham Lincoln, made 
personally in two speeches to our citizens of Worcester. 

But let us note what was the indirect effect of Lincoln's visit 
to Worcester and Massachusetts in the fall of 1848. Let us note 
the effect on Lincoln himself. Ida Tarbell in her "Life of Lin
coln'' says, and I now quote from her book : 

"He won something in New England of vastly deeper impor
tance than a reputation for making popular campaign speeches. 
Here for the first time he caught a glimpse of the utter impossi
bility of ever reconciling the northern conviction that slavery was 
evil and unendurable and the southern claim that it was divine 
and necessary, and he began here to realize that something must 
be done. He experienced for the first time the full meaning of 
the 'Free Soil' sentiment, as the new abolition sentiment was 
called. Sensitive as Lincoln was to every shade of popular feeling 
and conviction, the sentiment in New England stirred him as he 
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had never been 'stirred' before on the question of slavery. It 
was toward the end of this visit that he said to Mr. Seward: ' We 
have got to deal with this slavery question, and have got to give 
much more attention to it hereafter than we have been doing. ' '' 

All this is an interesting little episode of early Worcester. But 
taken in the light of subsequent history, the episode appears to be 
of some real significance. It contributed to the growth of Abraham 
Lincoln. It was something of a stepping-stone on his way to the 
stars. 

(While most of the above statements on Lincoln's visit to Worcester are 
based on the evidence of Alexander H. Bullock, an actual participant in 
these scenes, I am indebted on a few points to the admirable paper of 
Chief Justice Arthur P. Rugg on this same subject.) 



SOME WORCESTER CONTACTS WITH THE 
WASHINGTONIAN TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT 

Read before the Worcester Historical Society by 
Frank Colegrove, March 13, 1925 

I have used in the caption of this paper, the term Washingtonian 
Temperance Movement, without the intention of delimiting accur
ately or closely the bounds of our subject either in point of time 
or scope of matter, but as perhaps the most convenient general 
term to comprehend the whole temperance movement whose great
est force was manifested, roughly speaking, in the forties and the 
early fifties-and which, for this vicinity, is pretty well covered 
by the designation of Washingtonian. In fact it would be as 
difficult for us to cut the Washingtonian movement neatly out of 
the more general movements of that era as it would have been for 
Shylock to cut off the pound of flesh nearest Antonio's heart with
out reference to the rest of his person. It was in this region, as 
well as a good many other localities, the more or less accidental 
outlet for the great rising tide of temperance sentiment, which if 
it had not found this particular occasion, must soon have broken 
forth in some other form, and, with the whole temperance move
ment, was part and parcel of the still greater swelling flood of moral 
and humanitarian sentiment which deeply characterized that era. 
Temperance, emancipation, organized charities, prison reform, and 
many other such causes, were in the air, and their pursuit gen
erated and developed the stern, serious-minded, yet infinitely 
tender-hearted champions of humanity whose memorials are of the 
glories of our history. Especially at about the time we are con
sidering did the social character of the whole group of moral move
ments, as against the individualistic, become dominant. 

Several things combined to make Worcester a strong center of 
activity and influence in this and the kindred movements-its 
traditional qualities of intelligence, freedom, morality, vigor and 
initiative; a comparatively rare sense, for the time, of the value 
of organized, co-operative work for social ends ; and the unusual 
degree in which its wealth, culture and social influence were thrown 
into the contest. 
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Before proceeding to a very brief sketch of the specific Washing
tonian movement, as related to Worcester, let us glance at its 
background, the general conditions and temper of the times in 
which it had its roots. With this object I will quote from the notes 
and reminiscences of those prominent and representative men and 
close observers of the time, Mr. E. S. Thomas, a nephew of Isaiah 
Thomas, and Mr. C. C. Baldwin, the distinguished librarian of the 
American Antiquarian Society, whose views seem to have coincided 
rather closely. Two points I think will appear with clearness; 
namely, such conditions of practice and widely held sentiments as 
point the need of reform, and the restless, seething counter forces 
presaging a not distant upheaval. Perhaps standing out most 
conspicuously is the passionate clinging to the individualistic point 
of view, as against the social-yet with a pathetic presentiment 
that they may be about to be overwhelmed by the new madness. 

Mr. Thomas, in his ''Reminiscences, ' ' speaking of drunkards and 
gluttons, contrasted much to the disadvantage of the latter, says, 
under date of May, 1829 : '' I have been led into the above remarks 
at this time, more particularly, from having seen an account in 
the Charleston, S. C., papers, of the formation of a Temperance 
Society in that city who go so far as to pledge themselves to use 
the influence of their society with the legislature to repeal the law 
granting licences for the sale of spirituous liquors! The excite
ment occasioned in that city by the formation of a society taking 
such liberty with the rights of their fellow citizens may be judged 
by the following, which I have selected from among the many com
munications with which the papers of that city abound.'' The 
quotation I omit. Mr. Thomas proceeds to say: '' It happens 
(whether fortunately or unfortunately is a moot point) that we 
have a vast number of persons in the United States who, from their 
excess of patriotism, and having little to do, hit upon various modes 
of making themselves conspicuous, and the one of all others in 
which they appear to succeed the best is, IN MINDING EVERY 
BODY'S BUSINESS BUT THEIR OWN." 

The following passage, under date of 1837, I quote, though its 
reference is to the abolition question, as showing the same lack of 
a sense of civic relations and responsibilities. To counteract just 
this attitude, the organized moral movements, through societies, 
came in. 
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"It is their own business. No free state has any right to meddle 
with it. Reason has triumphed over fanaticism, and for the present 
at least this exciting question is settled. God grant it may never 
again be resuscitated.'' 

In March, 1838, he writes: '' I love to look back upon the days 
of other years, and contrast them with those of the present. . . . 
Then there was no n~cessity for such a society as my Every-man
mind-his-own-business-Society, for no man thought of minding any 
thing else. . . . There were neither Conventions, Presbyteries nor 
Conferences in those days. . . . Then the school-master was at 
home, minding his business ; now the school-master is abroad,'' and, 
he adds with deliciously unconscious inconsequence, '' so is the 
assassin, the murderer, the robber, the thief and the gambler.'' 

The following extracts from Mr. Baldwin's Diary trend much 
in the same directions : 

'' Sep. 19, 1833. This day met at Worcester the Massachusetts 
State Temperance Convention. Altogether they composed a body 
of great respectability, both as to virtue and intelligence. Plenty 
of ministers, lawyers and doctors among them. A satirical ob
server, however, if so inclined, might here and there pick out a 
red nose, which would contradict the sincerity of the convert to 
the doctrine of abstemious drinking. Yet for all this, I am greatly 
pleased with the efforts to reform the besotting practices of drunk
enness. I drink wine, but as for ardent spirits, I have abstained 
almost totally from it for many years. I am not a member of a 
temperance society, contenting myself with the practice of virtue 
without extra preaching it to others. It is one of the faults of 
the day to occupy so much of our time in recommending the 
practice of virtue that we have no time left us to perform it.'' 

Even before the date at which Mr. Baldwin was writing, much 
the same feeling was common as to the reformers. He repeats 
some'anecdotes of a certain Dr. Mitchell, of New York, who used 
deliberately and regularly to get very drunk every day-and yet 
"his religious duties occupy a portion of each day." "We must 
not," says the doctor, "be surprised with some occasional singu
larities when every man in the community thinks himself a reform
er. This is a peculiarity of the times in which we live.'' 

"April 1, 1835. This is a day of excitement. At the March 
town meeting a vote was carried by the town to instruct the select-
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men not to approbate any innholders for licences to retail ardent 
spirits. This comes of the temperance reform, and is now the 
subject of deep interest. The town is divided into three parties, 
viz., the rigid advocates of temperance, the friends of retailers, and 
the neutrals, who will not belong to either party. Our innholders 
find themselves closely pressed by the vote of the town and have 
had a caucus, at which they determined that they would not take 
out any licences for any purpose, but would take down their signs 
and close their houses on the 1st of April. Accordingly, this morn
ing, the signs to all the taverns, except the Temperance House, 
nine in number, were taken down and the houses all shut against 
travellers. I saw several ladies sitting in the portico of one of 
the houses, .who had arrived in a stage ; there were many gentlemen 
in the same plight-but none of them were permitted to enter 
the house. A table was set in the portico, with several decanters 
filled with cold water set upon it, which I took to be an emblem 
of temperance. The travellers looked cross, and the dear ladies 
in particular. The public sympathy was such as to justify the 
tavern keepers, and this enraged the temperance party. 

'' April 6. The town is now more full of excitement than has 
been known since 1812. There is a strong disposition to bring 
temperance into politics. . . . Every body is getting mad, and 
what is the cause of especial madness with me is that I am already 
as mad as the maddest. 

"July 6, 1835. This day was appointed for the stockholders of 
the Boston & Worcester Rail Road to visit Worcester and partake 
of a public dinner provided by the citizens of the place. . . . But 
what was a matter of great suprise was that some of the ultra tem
perance men insisted that the entertainment should be wholly 
without any kind of ardent spirit and wine! Only think of a 
public dinner without wine! Yet this objection to wine was urged 
by so large a number that at first it was feared it would upset the 
whole affair." 

The "\V ashingtonian temperance movement originated in the year 
1840, in a saloon in Baltimore, with five drinking men who, dis
gusted with the conditions of their lives, slaves to the drink habit, 
resolved, and pledged to one another, that they would break off 
wholly from the use of intoxicants, and work for the emancipation 
of others from the evil. They formed themselves into a "tee-total" 
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society, with a pledge of total abstinence, calling themselves '' The 
W ashmgton Total Abstinence Society. '' 

From their little meetings, held at first in a carpenter's shop, 
the movement spread with phenomenal rapidity, a veritable con
flagration. Two of the original members of the society, Hawkins 
and Wright, became forceful and popular speakers. In 1841 these 
men were invited to come to New England, and as they came they 
held great meetings and organized Washingtonian societies all along 
the route. Their reception in Worcester was most enthusiastic, 
and the movement took at once strong hold upon the community. 
The Washington Temperance Society of Worcester was organized 
May 1, 1841, holding their meetings at first in the south division of 
the upper Town Hall, which, however, they soon outgrew, and, 
upon the enlargement of the Town Hall to double its former dimen
sions, they occupied first the larger hall on the lower floor, and 
then the still larger one on the upper floor. Here their weekly 
meetings, with entertainments of speeches, song, etc., became the 
popular resort, and were usually crowded to overflowing. In 
December of the same year the society had nearly 80Q male mem
bers, regular weekly meetings in the Town Hall, and occasional 
district meetings in the school districts of Worcester, and a reading 
room at No. 7 Central Exchange, furnished with nearly all the 
temperance publications of the Union ( and no others ). At this 
time a movement was started for a ladies' auxiliary within the 
society, and soon the "Ladies' Sewing and Social Circle" was 
formed, and proved a most valuable aid. 

The contacts of Worcester with the prominent leaders in this 
movement were peculiarly fortunate. Of our citizens were both 
its supreme orator, John B. Gough, and the man who made him a 
temperance orator, by showing him kindness in his lowest estate, 
a_nd getting him to sign the pledge and join the Washingtonians, 
Mr. Joel Stratton, at that time a waiter in the temperance hotel. 
Mr. Gough 's first temperance speech was made at a Washingtonian 
meeting in the old Town Hall. Also a Worcester ci~izen was Mr. 
Jesse W. Goodrich, who proved a real genius as an organizer and 
editor of temperance publications, as well as a popular speaker, 
of whom more anon. 

It has been said, with much of truth, that all history is biogra
phy-and of biography, the most interesting and convincing is 
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autobiography, especially when spontaneous and incidental. So 
profound a movement as the one under consideration must inevita
bly have left in the community numerous deposits, illuminating 
records of itself, in which we may read much of its history, as we 
do that of the earth in the rocks. And so, in this slight study of 
Worcester's contacts with the Washingtonian movement, I would 
chiefly invite your attention to some of these deposits, still abun
dant in our midst. Indeed, so far as this paper may have any 
significance, it will be as a contribution to a bibliography of such 
autobiographical material available in our city. 

Perhaps foremost among the strata presenting themselves for 
our examination are the newspapers and other periodical or occa
sional publications-especially those either originating in the move
ment or largely given over to its advocacy, the mere fact of whose 
existence bears eloquent testimony to the extent and force of the 
movement. And with these may be included biographies, memoirs 
and records of the active participants. 

Then there are societies and other organizations or institutions, 
still existent, or whose records and reminiscences remain, which, in 
so far as they were occasioned by, or were essentially modified by 
the movement, are its indisputable memorials. 

Lectures, concerts, entertainments, etc., with their deposits, 
printed and traditional, likewise offer their competent evidence. 

And there are a great variety of objects, souvenirs of persons, 
institutions and events, banners, regalia, portraits and other pic
tures, each adding some touch toward the rounding out of the 
whole vivid picture of the staging and the actors in the absorbing 
drama of the time. Many of these articles are included in the 
collections of this Society and of other Worcester organizations, 
and many more are in the homes of Worcester people. A few of 
those in our own museum will be referred to below in connection 
with the institutions, etc., which they illustrate. 

One of the most interesting and valuable, but rapidly disappear
ing repositories of the material of which we are in quest, is afforded 
by living people of our city, with their recollections, records and 
traditions of noted actors or events. 

No investigator of the historical deposits of our city could fail 
to be impressed by the remarkable group of temperance newspapers 
which appear in the period covered by our inquiry. A study 
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merely of their names and genealogical ramifications would be both 
interesting and informing. Truly a striking deposit, and sufficient 
in itself to stamp the movement, for Worcester and its vicinity, as 
one of great importance and interest. That was the day of the 
water-cure cult, and the names of the temperance papers include 
about everything in the way of water which is popularly supposed 
to fall-even to the dewdrop- with reiteration of the generic term 
Washingtonian. 

The names of this local group, as I have encountered them, are 
as follows: 

The Worcester Waterfall and Washingtonian Delegate 
The Worcester Waterfall 
The Worcester County Cataract 
Worcester County Cataract and Massachusetts Washingtonian 
Massachusetts Cataract and Worcester County Waterfall 
Massachusetts Cataract and Temperance Standard 
Cataract, Waterfall, Standard and Dew Drop 
Cataract and Waterfall and Massachusetts Washingtonian 
Temperance Agitator and Massachusetts Cataract 

Of course these names point to various consolidations of papers 
originally started in Worcester or elsewhere in this part of the 
state, and they also point unmistakably to a single mind dominat
ing the whole field, which was that of Mr. Jesse W. Goodrich, law
yer , and the most exuberant, picturesque and original of the tem
perance editors of the large vicinage centering in Worcester. 

Mr. Wall, in his " 'Reminiscences," sa.ys: "The 1¥ orcester Water
fall and Washingtonian Delegate was started at the beginning of 
the Washingtonian movement, Feb. 26, 1842, by Jesse W. Good
rich as editor. In 1843 Mr. Goodrich's connection with it ceased, 
and the Waterfall was continued by the same publishers. Then 
on March 31st appeared the first number of a new and spicy tem
perance paper, entitled Worcester Connty Cataract and Massachn
setts W a.shingtonian, devoted to total abstinence, the useful arts, 
morals, domestic economy and general intelligence, in aid of the 
Washingtonian Temperance Society of Worcester, all the vVashing
tonian Temperance Societies of the county of Worcester, the 
Massachusetts Washingtonian Total Abstinence Society, and in 
cooperation with all the Washingtonian and teetotal societies and 
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presses in the Commonwealth, the country and the world.'' And 
he adds, rather needlessly, that the paper was started by Mr. Good
rich. If time would permit me to read you a single sentence from 
a little autobiographical work of his, and one from a circular 
submitted by him to the Washington Temperance Society of W or
cester, there would be no room for doubt in your minds as to the 
identity of the writer of them with the author of the titles and 
headings of these papers-but one of the sentences runs to about 
700 words, and the other to 600, with numerous picturesque home
made compounds, and italics in profusion. 

Another temperance paper, the Ref armer, afterwards the 
Sentinel and Reformer, was, with a few other minor publica
tions, merged for a short time in the Omnium Gatherum. I 
should consider it a safe guess that Mr. Goodrich did not name this 
combination, else it would have displayed the scalps of all the 
constituents. 

The forms of water and instruments of its administration, em
ployed in the temperance symbolism of that day were by no means 
exhausted in the naming of the newspapers. There were fountains 
aplenty, cascades, streams, fire-engines, and I have half a mind 
to add, on the evidence of a sheet of music which I have discovered, 
mill-ponds. This remarkable sheet displays a huge dome-shaped 
fountain in profuse fl.ow, with little angels flying and swimming 
all through and about it, or plunging from it down upon a large 
crystal sphere-perhaps a congealed dew drop, with the labels 
"Temperance" and "Sobriety," which appears to be rolling upon 
and about to overwhelm a terrified and scampering crew of demons 
of rum. The composition is a Temperance Quickstep, dedicated to 
the Washington Total Abstinence Society, as performed by the 
Mill-Dam Viilcan Band. 

There is hanging in the museum of this Society a very interest
ing and somewhat singular banner, in view of its historical sig-_ 
nificance, as it represents at once a society of teetotalers and a fire 
engine company of the olden days. But a few years before Mr. 
C. C. Baldwin had ejaculated disgustedly, '' Only think of a public 
dinner without wine,'' and here was a crew of red-shirted boys 
who "ran with the machine," all teetotalers. Just think of it! 
This banner bears on one side, as its main emblem, the design of 
a fire-engine, with the superscription, "We quench the fires of 
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intemperance with the engine of total abstinence.'' In the back
ground is a village street with a :flowing fountain, a building on 
fire, and a company of the boys with their machine coming to the 
rescue. The other side shows a larger fountain and ornamental 
design. Reverend Albert Tyler, in an article in the "Proceedings 
of this Society," under date of April 6, 1897, relates the circum
·stances of the presentation of the banner, with some details of the 
history of the unique engine company to which it was given, and 
I will quote freely from his narrative. 

'' Of course you must know that temperance was in the air-its 
influence pervaded everywhere, and its power was felt in every· 
department of official and social life. It had worked its way into 
the Fire Department of the town, where refreshments of an intox
icating character had been common after fire service and at busi
ness meetings. There were converts to the new order of things 
among the firemen, and these did not relish the conviviality which 
the majority continued. The natural result was that a new com
pany was organized, the nucleus of which was of old firemen who 
had taken the pledge, and the Washingtonian Engine Company 
became a fact in the temperance reformation in the town of W or
cester. George W. Wheeler and thirty-nine others were approbated 
as members of the Fire Department, subjecting themselves to the 
same rules and regulations of other members of the Fire Depart
ment, providing that they will run their own risk of obtaining 
remuneration for their services from the town. An old and out-of
date engine, of the 'tub' kind, built in the town by H. W. Miller 
& Co., when the department was first formed, was given them, and 
with it they did what they could of fire service, until they were 
able to buy one for themselves. [They soon afterwards purchased 
a fine new engine, known as Engine No. 5, at a cost of $800.00.] 
The first year of service the company did not get any pay from 
the town; the second year they were paid five dollars per man, 
and this money and the pay of succeeding years were devoted to 
paying for the engine. 

"Within the Washingtonian Society there was formed a Ladies' 
Sewing and Social Circle, which was noted for its appreciative 
works, and among them was the procuring and presentation of 
this banner to the company. It was painted by Francis Wood, an 
artist of celebrity in his day. The presentation was made at a 
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meeting of the Washingtonian Society in the lower Town Hall. 
The company marched in their new uniform of red shirts, white 
pants and broad hats, a specimen of the last of which, and the one 
worn by the foreman on the occasion, accompanies the banner. 
[And it now surmounts the staff of the banner in the museum.] 
The presentation speech was made by Mrs. D. J. Rawson, president 
of the Ladies' Society, and was replied to by Mr. Blake, who after
wards became honorable, as before stated. This was in 1844, and 
Gerry Valentine was foreman, who is, at the age of 86, the only 
serviving member of the company, and the custodian and donor 
of these relics. The company was the favorite of the great Wash
ingtonian Society, which had moved into the upper Town Hall, 
that covered the whole floor of the building above, and which every 
Monday evening was crowded with the elite of the town. It was 
usually its guest at its social gatherings, such as fairs and levees, 
and did escort duty in the parade at its Fourth of July celebra
tions. 

'' Finally the teetotalers were ousted from the Fire Department 
by a clever ruse of the rum forces in it. While the engine belonged 
to the company the thing could not very well be done, and so the 
engineers recommended that the town purchase the engine. The 
boys fell into the trap, sold to the town, and when the spring or
ganization of 1846 took place, they found another company 
organized and in possession of their machine, and they left out 
in the cold.'' 

I do not know how long the Washington Temperance Society 
retained its identity, nor if any others of the temperance societies 
of Worcester owed their origin directly to this movement, except 
the "Very Reverend Father Mathew Mutual Benefit Total Abstin
ence Society,'' which was organized here November 4, 1849, fol
lowing a visit of Father Mathew to the city in the previous month, 
on the invitation of the Mayor and other prominent citizens, and 
which is still a going institution. 

Of the temperance hotels in Worcester during this period, the 
only ones of which .I have been able to find certain data are 
Thomas's Temperance Exchange (the old Exchange Hotel), corner 
of Main and Market Sts., and the American Temperance House, at" 
Main and Foster Sts. The old Exchange Hotel, under Captain 
Thomas, was called '' Thomas 's Exchange Coffee House,'' and 
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later, '' Thomas 's Temperance Exchange.'' The American House, 
started in 1835, soon became the '' American Temperance House.'' 
While I am unable to ascertain the exact date of the change of 
name in either of these cases, they must have pretty nearly coin
cided with the general movement under consideration, and both 
hostelries, as temperance houses, may claim to be landmarks in it. 
The old '' Eagle Hotel, '' corner of Main and Thomas Sts., was at 
one time called the " Worcester Temperance House," but I cannot 
say at just what date. 

A stray concert program and a sheet of music put me in mind 
of one of the helpful forces in the Washingtonian movement, with 
which Worcester had considerable contact, with more or less sur
viving relics-the singing of the " Hutchinson Family." Of this 
family and their services in the moral crusades of the time, William 
Lloyd Garrison says, in a letter to Joshua Hutchinson, under date 
0£ April 3, 1874: 

'' Sixteen children of the same parents constitute an exception
ally large number, especially in these less fruitful times; and on 
this ground alone the case is a notable one. But that they all 
should have been endowed with a decided musical talent, in some 
instances amounting to inspirational genius, is indeed extraordin
ary and probably unparalleled. The most widely known to the 
public, by their singing in concert as a quartette, are Judson, John, 
Asa, and Abby, occasionally assisted by J esse, the gifted irnprovvis
atore-comprehensively bearing the title of ' The Hutchinson 
Family. ' It shall ever redound to their credit that, at a most 
trying and convulsive period, they gave themselves to that cause 
(anti-slavery ) with a zeal, an enthusiasm, an unselfishness, and a 
sympathetic and enrapturing melody surpassing all power of pro
saic speech, which most effectively contributed to the regeneration 
of a corrupt public sentiment, and ultimately to the total abolition 
of slavery .... But they sang not only for freedom and equal 
rights, but with equal zeal in behalf of peace, temperance, moral 
reform, woman's enfranchisement, and other kindred movements, 
making thousands of converts, and exerting a most salutory in
fluence far and wide. Never before has the singing of ballads been 
made directly and purposely subservient to the freedom, welfare 
and moral elevation of the people. '' 

The names of thirteen of this "old-time Yankee family" are 
given in their '' Family Song ' ' : 
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"David, Noah, Andrew, Zephy, 
Caleb, Joshua, Jess and Benny, 
Judson, Rhoda, John and Asa, 
And Abby are our names. 
We're the sons of Mary, 
Of the Tribe of Jesse, 
And we now address you 
With our native mountain song.'' 

After his visit to Worcester, Hawkins went to Boston and in
augurated the Washingtonian movement there, and the Hutchinsons 
at once allied themselves with the temperance cause, took the 
pledge, and on all public occasions sang, 

''We are all Washingtonians, 
And have all signed the pledge. 
We are all teetotalers, 
And determined to keep the pledge. '' 

In the old Deacon Giles Distillery, of Salem, at a grand temper
ance rally, they first sang the trio composed by Brother Jesse, 
which became immensely popular, called '' King Alcohol,'' a copy 
of which has been treasured in our family for many years. The 
words, in this edition, are as follows: 

'' King Alcohol has many forms 
By which he catches men. 

He is a beast of many horns 
And ever thus has been. 

'' For there's rum, and wine, and gin, and beer, 
And brandy of logwood hue, 

And hock, and port, and flip combine 
To make a man look blue. 

" King Alcohol is very sly, 
A liar from the first. 

He'll make you drink until you're dry, 
Then drink because you thirst. 

'' For there's rum, etc. 
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"King Alcohol has had his day, 
His kingdom_'s crumbling fast. 

His votaries are heard to say, 
Our tumbling days are past. 

'' For there's no rum, nor gin, nor beer, nor wine, 
Nor brandy of any hue, 

Nor hock, nor port, nor flip combined 
To make a man get blue. 

And now they're merry without their sherry, 
Or Tom and Jerry, champagne and perry 

Or spirits of every hue. 
And now they are a temperate crew 

As ever a mortal knew. 

'' The shouts of Washingtonians 
Are heard on every gale. 

They're chanting now the victory 
0 'er cider, beer and ale. 

'' For there's no rum,'' etc.--closing with, 

'' And now they are a temperate crew 
And have given the devil his due.'' 

The family, in various combinations, gave a great number of 
concerts, both in this country and in Europe. I find reference 
to several of their appearances in Worcester. On October 29, 1844, 
'' an overflowing audience'' greeted them, and about December 1 
of the same year, they registered another triumph in our city, 
having an audience twice the size of that which Ole Bull had 
obtained on the previous evening, though that had been considered 
a good one. 

As has been suggested above, one of the most interesting and 
valuable of the direct sources of history of this movement is in 
the family records and traditions of people now living in W orces
ter who were closely connected with actual participators in the 
drama. With the extent and richness of this material, however, 
many of you are much more conversant than I, and I can scarcely 
do more than bespeak your diligent exploration of it. 
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Until his death in January of this year, Mr. Herbert Gough, a 
half-brother of John B. Gough, was still among us, and he leaves 
a daughter, Mrs. Walter B. Allen, residing on Winsor Street, 
Worcester. 

And this secondary contact of Worcester with the dramatis per
sonae of the movement is not confined to the legatees of those whose 
field of activities was here at that time, but may include the de
scendants of those who, though their labors were in other localities, 
have since become identified with our community, either in person 
or through members of their families who are now the repositories 
of the family traditions and relics. I will mention but two typical 
instances, which happen to fall within my knowledge, and in 
which the contact extends to present membership in this Society. 

Notable among the sturdy contestants of that era were the 
Burleigh Brothers, of Plainfield, Connecticut. There were six of 
them, several of whom were very active, especially in the temper
ance and anti-slavery causes. When, as a boy, my home was for 
a time in Plainfield, the Burleighs were outstanding in social, 
educational and reformatory circles. The awesome and picturesque 
figure of one of them, Charles C., as impressed on my childish mind, 
has persisted through all these years-with his imposing counte
nance, long curly locks, and shawl worn instead of a great coat. 
Another was referred to by his admirers as '' poet and philanthro
pist,'' but by the editor of the Advertiser, who was not in sympathy 
with his public activities, as "the everlasting great Wm. H. 
Burleigh, the verse maker, the schoolmaster.'' 

The son of one of these brothers, Mr. Charles H . Burleigh, 
solicitor of patents, has been a citizen of Worcester since 1866, 
and is now a member of this Society. 

Another New England family, typical of the men whose rock
ribbed character and indomitable ,vill and persistence made that 
heroic era in our history, is that of the Cheevers. Worcester's 
contact with the family began early, through the marriage of . 
Nathaniel Cheever, of Salem, Massachusetts, with Elizabeth Ban
croft, sister of Rev. Dr. Aaron Bancroft of Worcester. 

Dr. George Barrell Cheever, noted preacher, lecturer and writer 
in the anti-slavery and other moral causes, perhaps most widely 
known during' his residence in New York City, was heard occasion
ally in Worcester. He is the man who, in the earlier years of his 
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ministry, put the Deacon Giles Distillery, of Salem, on the map, 
through the publication of his "immortal allegory" entitled 
'' Inquire at Amos Giles' Distillery.'' On account of this publica
tion he was the recipient of some rather marked attentions from 
the gentle people of Salem. A mob destroyed the press which 
printed it; the foreman of the distillery brutally assaulted him; 
he was tried and convicted of '' a libelous dream,'' and sentenced 
to a fine of $1000, and a month's confinement in the common jail. 
However, his was the triumph in the end, as the distillery was put 
out of business, and the building converted into a temperance hall, 
in which capacity it was the theater of many notable temperance 
rallies. 

Dr. Henry T. Cheever, brother of the above, possessed much of 
the family characteristics, and during his pastorates, in New York 
City and elsewhere, was ever in the thick of the fray. While liv
ing in Connecticut his activities were rewarded in the usual'. 
manner, in one instance his house being set on fire . He removed 
his family to Worcester in 1862, where he died in 1897, and where 
his daughters, Mrs. Leonard Wheeler and Mrs. George I. Rockwood, 
continue to reside. 

A humorous illustration of the intense earnestness and tenacity 
of these brothers, in their convictions, is afforded in an incident 
connected with a visit of Dr. Henry to Dr. George, at his then 
home in Englewood, N. J. As the visitor was about to depart he 
lost three consecutive trains through the absorption of them both 
in a heated argument on the inspiration of the Scriptures. 



THE HIGHLAND MILITARY ACADEMY 

Paper read before the Worcester Historical Society by 
Robert K. Shaw, November 17, 1927 

In view of the admirable though anonymous article contributed 
to the Worcester Magazine of September, 1902, the only excuse for 
this present paper is the fact that in 1912 the old Academy was 
closed; the property sold for house lots, and now the street-names 
Metcalf and Academy Streets, and Military Road, a cottage-house 
moved to the adjoining Herbert Hall, a few cobblestones in Mr. 
Frank Waite's sidewalk, and a few trees on Miss Louise Wyman's 
estate are all that remain visible, today, of the Alrna Mater of 
Lieutenant Willie Grout, Major E. T: Raymond and Frederick 
Remington. 

Of the life of the Academy my father used to say that it was 
founded in 1856 and lasted fifty-six years. In June 1912 when the 
last bugle-call had echoed over towards the Bancroft tower, its 
material equipment comprised the following: (1) The Academy 
Building, erected in 1861, containing the general school room, in
cluding study and recitation rooms, laboratories, etc., with armory 
and dance hall on the floor above, and a modest gymnasium, form
erly sleeping rooms, under the roof; (2) the "New Building" so 
called, dating from 1874, a three-story dormitory, including a small 
assembly room on the first floor, and a teacher's room on each story; 
(3) the old buildings, comprising a devious labyrinth of make
shift, patched-up quarters, used for mess-hall, kitchen, laundry, 
hospital, office, headmaster's rooms and sleeping-rooms for the 
younger cadets. As an indication of the unconventional though 
thoroughly comfortable conditions which used to obtain in those 
ancient days of the late eighties and nineties, I recall once, in the 
summer vacation, while our family was at luncheon, a new Swedish 
girl bursting excitedly into the dining r?om, exclaiming '' Oh Mees. 
Shaw, dere is one beeg shnake in de bat-room,'' and, sure enough, 
an innocent little green snake, a couple of feet long, had somehow 
wriggled through a screen door, left ajar, and by a remarkable feat 
of acrobatic sinuosity, had managed to slide up-stairs into the 
family bathroom, where we found him ambitiously awaiting more 
worlds to conquer ! 
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In addition to this closely related group, practically adjacent, 
should be mentioned the old riding hall, an immense, barn-like 
structure, 150 x 100 feet, built in 1868 for cavalry maneuvers in 
wet weather, but not very successful, I presume, and removed 
before 1887. Mr. Metcalf, in his catalogs, speaks of it as "on the 
premises'' but it stood about on the site of Mr. Edward A. Bige
low's house on Otsego Road. The farmer's house, barn for horses, 
cows and chickens; tool-house and sheds, were also adjacent at 
the southeast, where the ground sloped very abruptly in a manner 
that would not be suspected today. 

As a strictly chronological plan of treatment seems to me un
desirable for a modest little essay like the present, I have chosen 
to group my material around four men -who gave the best of their 
lives to the old Academy: Caleb B. Metcalf, the founder, Joseph 
A. Shaw, the conservator, George L. Clark, business manager, and 
Selwyn B. Clark, commandant. 

Caleb Buffum Metcalf, son of Enoch ( the eleventh child of 
Peletiah) and Elizabeth (Buffum) was born in that delightful 
northern hill town of Worcester County, Royalston, February 13, 
1814. The oldest of five children, he studied at Phillips Andover 
Academy under Samuel Taylor, and graduated from Yale in 1842, 
at the ripe age of 28. On August 18, 1843, he married Roxanna 
C. Barnes, sister of Alfred S. Barnes, well-known New York pub
lisher. Their children were Alfred Barnes, who died in infancy, 
August 19, 1850, aged three, and Anna Wilson, born October 8, 
1849, and still living (to the best of my knowledge) in Rome. 
The first of Anna's matrimonial ventures was an elopement about 
1866 with a Highland Cadet named Potter, from New Bedford. 
Not long after his early death she married a much older man named 
Cook, from Lowell, and finally, on June 4, 1879, Percy McElrath 
of New York City, for many years our consul at Turin, Italy. 

Mr. Metcalf, for the first two winters after graduation, taught 
music in Pennsylvania, pursuing advanced study also in New 
Haven. Music resided in this Metcalf family, as his brother Isaac 
taught this art at the H. M .. A. from 1862 to 1884, inclusive, and 
was also choir-master for many years of All Saints Church, while 
James A. Metcalf, Isaac's son, who died about fifteen years ago, 
was a very well-known church and concert singer of New York City. 

After teaching for two years in the Boston city schools, Mr. 
Metcalf came to Worcester as principal of the Thomas Street 
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Grammar School, beginning April 16, 1846. For the teacher's 
profession he had a natural inclination, together with an hereditary 
tendency, as an ancestor, Michael, was reputed the first pedagog 
of the ancient town of Dedham. Of his prowess at Thomas Street 
tales are still whispered around town by a few octogenarian gossips, 
general agreement being reached that his rule ( or ruler) though 
far from mild, was just, and that he turned many a stubborn lad 
back into the path of perhaps unconscious rectitude. At any rate, 
three specific matters of record point to a decade of distinct suc
cess: about 1856, when he embarked on his great adventure, he 
declined the principalship of the local high school and the master
ship of the Endicott school in Boston, and came within one vote of 
being elected the first superintendent of the local public schools. 

But his mind was already fixed on a school of his own. As 
early as 1852, according to our city directory, he had moved out 
to the future Academy premises, on Salisbury street, and by 1856 
probably owned the ten acres of school property in that rural dis
trict. Mr. Metcalf was a born trader in real estate. He began 
buying land almost as soon as he reached Worcester, and between 
1847 and 1887 caused no fewer than 67 transactions, as grantee, to 
be recorded at the registry of deeds, not to mention what he sold. 
Whatever may have been the real-estate tenure, it was on October 
7, 1856, that the great disciplinarian opened his academy, rather 
explosively, with a list of 43 names in an institution limited to fif
teen day pupils and as many boarders. That the educational turn
over was considerable at first, is the inference that we have to draw 
from these rather conflicting figures. 

Quoting from the third annual catalog, July 16, 1859, we learn 
that '' Military exercise has been introduced as a means of afford
ing amusement, promoting health and improving the figure and 
personal carriage.'' At this stage the modest proprietor probably 
little dreamed that in that simple paragraph he had unlocked a 
treasure-chest. For this third year the enrolment numbered 40. 
With the lowering of the national flag on Fort Sumter, a tremen
dous impetus, of course, was given to the military idea, from Maine 
to California, and Mr. Metcalf 's new boys' school, with its recent 
introduction of military drill, profited enormously. In 1860 the 
roster shows 48 names, and in the five years of conflict, the follow
ing : 70, 101, 145, 130, and 119, with 101 again in 1866. Where 



T H E H I G H L A N D M I L I T A R Y A C A D E M Y 121 

the principal ever sardined away those youngsters is marvelous, as 
in 1863, the year of highest enrolment (145) only 23 names are 
recorded from Worcester. In my day, the middle nineties, the 
quota of 55 filled mess-hall and dormitories comfortably, and you 
will recall that the "New Building" housing about 40 cadets, was 
not built until 1874. 

As for the record made by Highland Cadets in the Civil War, I 
cannot do better than quote from the luminous article in the fourth 
volume of the Worcester Magazine already mentioned: 

'' Both the Bacons, Will and Frank, went down in the rush of 
battle; Green, Grout and Hacker all tasted death amid the clash of 
arms; Jameson met his fate in trying to act the spy in Richmond. 
Darius Starr and George W. Wellington suffered and died amidst 
the horrors of Andersonville. It is said that Henry M. Bragg 
(recorded in the first catalog with the two Bacons) was the soldier 
to whom was assigned the honor of raising the flag over Fort 
Sumter, in April, 1865, and Worcester people have long been famil
iar with the names and figures of Sheriff R. H. Chamberlain, 
Major E. T. Raymond, Capt. Charles H. Pinkham, William H. 
Hobbs and Capt. Levi Lincoln. The highest rank attained was that 
of Brevet Brig. Gen. William N. Green, who lost his life as Lt. Col. 
of 173d N. Y. infantry. Capt. George E. Barton survived the war 
a number of years. Henry H. Wilson was son of the late Vice
President, but of whatever birth or rank, these soldiers were the 
better for the drill and knowledge secured here. '' 

Regarding the remarkable growth of the Academy in its first 
decade, there can be no doubt of this general proposition, and it 
was freely stated by pretty good authority that for more than a 
decade the proprietor was clearing a net annual profit of $15,000, 
or better. Some bad investments in Minnesota real estate robbed 
him of the best part of his earnings, and left him to die compara
tively a poor man. However that may be, the fa<Jt remains that 
during its first decade the Academy took a great boom, the effects 
of which lasted pretty well through another ten-year period. From 
1867-1876 these catalog figures run from 97 in 1867 and 109 in 
1875, down to 72 in 1872, a general financial depression at this 
latter period probably acting as auxiliary. 

Toward the close of this period occurred the famous gas explo
sion, which came near blowing the proprietor and three or ·four 
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companions into eternity. In the middle of the parade ground was 
situated a great underground gas tank, which supplied the school 
building locally with illuminating gas. To remedy some defect 
Mr. Metcalf, with two or three companions foolishly entered the 
tank room with a lighted lantern, and an efficient explosion fol
lowed promptly. The principal 's wig was reputed to have been 
blown as far as the retaining walls permitted, and although I 
cannot vouch for that part of the story, I do remember distinctly, 
as a very small boy, calling on a neighbor who had accompanied 
the investigator on his literal "Descensus Averno, '' and whom I 
found moaning in his rocker, his face abundantly swathed in 
grease. 

The way to get really famous is to appear in print, and the 
H. M. A. through its exhibition drills in many cities, and over a 
considerable period of years, won much applause, and abundant 
publicity. Tipped into our library's set of H. M. A. catalogs is a 
four-page folder of quarto size, entitled "Military History of the 
Highland Cadets" and issued probably in 1871. It comprises 
nineteen extracts from various newspapers including Brooklyn 
Eagle, Springfield R ep11.blican, Providence Joiirnal, etc., describing 
exhibition drills given by the cadets in several New England cities 
and even beyond. A prefatory paragraph reads as follows : '' The 
first public drill of the Highland Cadets, commanded by Capt. 
William B. Bacon, was in the summer of 1859 on the Worcester 
Common, when they were reviewed by the Mayor, Alexander H . 
Bullock, and feted by His Honor at his mansion. Every year 
since, they have given exhibitions of their proficiency in military 
exercises in other cities. They have drilled several times on 
"Boston Common," and in the "Boston Theater" and once each 
in Lowell, Salem, Gloucester, Springfield, Newport, Providence, 
New York and Brooklyn, Portland, Bangor, Concord, and Man
chester." 

From all these civilian accounts I quote only a sentence in the 
Brooklyn Eagle, "This is the finest military display ever seen in 
this city, not excepting Ellsworth and his Chicago Zouaves' ' and 
pass on to an expert's comment in the Army and Navy Journal 
for June 15, 1867 : " In point of endurance the cadets are certainly 
equal to most companies of men. It was very evident, from the 
manner in which the cadets drilled that they had been carefully 
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instructed. . . . The loadings and firings they also did so remark
ably well that we wished the second company of the 7th Regiment 
had been present also. We think that the decision [between them] 
would have been a hard one to arrive at . . . '' 

The question of the financing of these admirable advertisers 
(from general tuition expenses) brings up the matter of cost of 
living at the old Academy. Two hundred fifty dollars per annum 
for board and tuition is the figure first quoted by Mr. Metcalf, 
not including uuiform or the study of foreign languages. By 
1862 this modest amount had increased only to $290, but soon 
jumped to $350 by the end of the war, and up to $410 the next 
year, on which dizzy pinnacle it stuck for several years, registering 
a maximum of $430 for junior · and $450 for senior cadets, in 1871. 
The real clima..'l: came four years later, with a fl.at rate of $450 for 
everybody. The financial panic of fifty years ago found plenty 
of echoes in Worcester, as I observed once that in 1879 everybody 
on the library staff had to accept a salary cut, and now it appears 
that in 1878 Mr. Metcalf reduced his tuition rates to $350 where 
they remained for twenty-one years. Twenty-five dollars was 
added in 1899 and another $25 in 1906, so that the school closed 
with an even $400. 

As a disciplinarian the founder was sometimes harsh and severe, 
but a great success. From the day at Thomas Street when he was 
reputed to have jumped half-way down a stairway after an unruly 
boy, he was always in his element on such occasions, and never 
known to quail before a refractory case. '' Confound him, I '11 
break him'' he is said to have replied to an anxious parent, fearful 
lest his son should go on the rampage. This reputation for taking 
and breaking tough characters which Mr. Metcalf welcomed, at 
least to a degree, proved a certain embarrassment to the later 
management. His notes on discipline, preserved sometimes as 
fragmentary memoranda, are unique and cogent, like the following: 

"No teacher should make a 'butt' of a cadet, nor allow cadets 
to do so, specially if that cadet is not considered quite so bright 
as some others. The proprietor cannot afford to lose patronage by 
such a case. ' ' 

The Academy discipline comprised: demerits, room-arrest, cor
poral punishment, and solitary confinement. The first were assessed 
for petty offenses, such as tardiness, inattention, failure in recita-
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tion, leaving the premises without permission, etc. From ten to 
forty minutes was assigned for each offense, and the time was 
'' served out'' by sitting at attention, with arms folded, during :free 
time. This form of punishment may be justly criticized :from many 
angles: it deprived cadets of exercise and even sleep ( as demerit 
sessions would sometimes be dragged out until midnight ) ; it re
quired constant, tactful and efficient supervision on the part of 
the teacher in charge; and it led to discouragement, as nervous 
and stubborn boys would sometimes be deeper in the hole after a 
two-hour demerit session, :from having misbehaved while '' serving 
demerits" so that the officer in charge was obliged to add to their 
original demerit period. A better system, though not above criti
cism, I met at another boarding school, where sums in multiplica
tion were required to be done correctly by delinquents. 

''Room-Arrest'' of course implied confinement to a cadet's quar
ters when not engaged in actual school duties, with the added 
Trappist probihition of SILENCE, making it an offense not only 
to speak to your fellow cadets, but to be spoken to. A list of 
demerits for twenty-four hours was always read aloud at assembly, 
after morning devotions, including names of cadets under room
arrest (rarely more than two or three at a time) so that the whole 
cadet corps received warning not to speak to anybody suffering 
such disability, under pain of receiving demerits yourself. 

On · Saturday noons before dinner, the weekly demerit list was 
read: first the Roll of Honor, comprising the names (perhaps eight 
or ten out of fifty) of those who had escaped punishment of any 
sort during the week, and who were therefore entitled to a pass 
to visit the city between two and five-thirty Saturday afternoon; 
next the '' First Delinquents '' having ten demerits or fewer, and 
also entitled to '' town leave' '; lastly the '' Second Delinquents'' 
whose eleven or more demerits obliged their owners to stay on 
bounds all the afternoon, getting what fun they could :from the 
:familiar sports or taking a chance on breaking bounds to enjoy a 
package of cigarettes or make good on a date fixed with some girl 
during the week! 

Of corporal punishment I will say simply that in my time it 
could be administered only by the Commandant, who was the offi
cial spanker, and always did his work "more in sorrow than in 
anger" having admirable control of his own temper. To the oppo-
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nents of this system I merely offer my own impartial testimony 
( as I hope it is) that in repeated instances, among the younger 
cadets, it worked wonders, and that for several days after being 
spanked these little imps would display a docility, a sweetness of 
temper and a general attention to business quite out of keeping 
with their usual deportment. 

The meting out of solitary confinement was regulated by the 
Commandant and Headmaster, and was wholly outside the sphere 
of any of us underling sub-masters. Its results were usually simi
lar to those of corporal punishment, and considering its severity 
and all possibilities involved, I believe that the authorities were 
fortunate never to have been obliged (in my knowledge) to defend 
a lawsuit, nor to have ever caused permanent injury to a delinquent. 

Tobacco and strong liquor were, of course, always tabooed at 
the Academy, cadets being required to sign a pledge promising to 
abstain from their use. The relation between these two bowers 
of His Satanic Majesty may be noted by an excerpt from the para
graph MORALS in the catalog of 1869 : '' Except in the article 
of tobacco this pledge may not be binding when the parent presents 
to his son, at home, wine or other spirituous drink, as a tonic!" 

As time went on, Mr. Metcalf found his administrative duties 
more pressing, and less time available for teaching. In £act for 
many years toward the end of his incumbency, he probably did 
not teach at all. In 1871 Joseph A. Shaw, after four years as 
teacher, received the title of principal, and in 1888 Mr. Metcalf, 
a lame but vigorous old man of 74, severed all relations but finan
cial with the Academy; took an apartment on Lincoln Street, and 
on July 31, 1891, died at his daughter's summer home on the New 
J crsey coast. On the fourth of August his funeral was held in 
Central Church and he was buried in Rural Cemetery beside his 
wife who had preceded him by a year to their last resting place. 

This story I said would center around four men, but since it 
is probably long enough already, I shall be brief with the last 
three. In 1867 my father first came to the H. M. A. from the 
old New Salem Academy, after Mr. Metcalf had passed the very 
zenith of his prosperity. About 1878 or 1879, in the general 
financial distress of that period, his salary was cut from $1800 to 
$1500, and in the autumn of 1881 we moved to Cincinnati, where 
my father received a good offer. His latter state, however, was 
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worse than the first, as the principal died during the school year 
of 1881-1882, and my father found a deep satisfaction in shaking 
from his hat the thick coating of Cincinnati soft coal dust, and 
hurrying back to old New England. Returning to Worcester in 
1887, he formed a partnership next year with George L. Clark to 
lease the Academy after the founder's retirement, a situation 
which was maintained until the final shut-down in 1912. 

While not a lover of discipline in and for itself, like Mr. Met
calf, my father was always successful in this great essential (at 
least at the H. M. A.) and never did the school discipline break 
its bounds, as is sometimes the case elsewhere. During this era 
of the "Conservator" as I call this second and last chapter of 
school history, the rigors of strictest discipline were somewhat 
relaxed: football and other sports were cultivated; a dancing 
teacher gave lessons on the premises; vocal and instrumental music 
were encouraged, while many dances and musical recitals in the 
armory, with card parties at the Headmaster's house, prize drills , 
declamations, and a magazine, the '' Highland Cadet'' broke the 
monotony of military routine. Dramatics were never a great fea
ture, but in the early nineties, Mr. Orren H. Smith, teacher of 
higher English, helped the cadets put on at least four plays in 
successive mid-winter periods, including '' Tony the Convict'' a 
thrilling melodrama of life at Sing Sing, and a play of high adven
ture called '' Soldiers of Fortune.'' 

As a result, perhaps, of this somewhat milder regime, might 
be quoted a paragraph from a father's letter, dated about 1906, 
to the Headmaster. 

"And with this I ·wish to thank you with a heart full of grati
tude, for the considerate manner in which your Mr. Clark and the 
faculty guarded our name from public reproach over the indis
cretions of my boy. \Ve shall always revere the efforts which you 
and your coadjutors put forth to make manly men of the pupils 
entrusted to your care, and whenever opportunity offers for me to 
speak words of praise in behalf of the Highland Military Academy, 
I shall do so in part compensation for the debt of gratitude I feel 
toward you. '' 

With my father's return in 1887, the church-going conditions 
were changed, St. John's Episcopal Church being the place of 
worship for all excepting those who made a point of attending 
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elsewhere. One of the few conflicts between "town and gown" 
which I recall arose from the custom of marching the cadets two 
abreast on the sidewalk. This made trouble on the crosswalks, 
especially on Lincoln Street where civilians would find themselves 
often rather rudely elbowed off on what Miss Rebecca Jones used 
to call the '' agony stones.'' 

The Academy, when my father and Mr. George L. Clark assumed 
control in the summer of 1888, was not much of an educational 
asset. Buildings and equipment were in rather sorry state, and 
the revised catalog ( or register, as my father preferred to call it ) 
showed only 38 names. During the next six years conditions 
improved considerably and the roster of 1894-1895 increased to 68. 
This, however, proved to be another high-tide, after which the 
(lnrolment decreased to 36 in the last catalog of 1910-1911. The 
reasons for the old Academy's prosperity I have already explained; 
its decline was due to the hard times of the late nineties, absentee 
ownership, unpopularity of the military idea, deterioration of the 
plant, and rapid rise to popularity of Worcester Academy. After 
Mr. Metcalf 's death, in 1891, the ownership was vested in trustees, 
the practical owner being the daughter, Mrs. McElrath, who lived 
chiefly abroad, and, being dependent, at least to a large extent, 
on her income from the school, felt unable to put money back into 
the proper upkeep of the establishment. Add to this the necessity 
of dividing the remaining profit on 36 cadets, between the prin
cipal and business-manager, and it takes no accountant to discover 
a condition which presently became intolerable. The old Academy 
was worn out and it had to go. 

Before closing I think it only just to tuck in this little paragraph 
on my mother's connection with the Academy. Though her name 
nowhere appears as matron, and may not be mentioned anywhere 
in the catalogs, she occupied that position during the last sixteen 
years of the Academy's existence, accepting the modest stipend 
which accompanied the title, and in return performed not only a 
matron's duties, but put in a vast amount of gratuitous overtime, 
bandaging sore throats, rubbing chests with antiphlogistine, tying 
up football ankles or baseball knuckles, or nursing sick boys late 
at night. At this time I am confident that well over one hlmdred 
middle-aged professional and business men could be found to tes
tify cheerfully to the value of her devoted and sympathetic services. 
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George Langdon Clark's career at the school paced my father's 
very closely. First appearing in 1868, his name is listed annually 
until 1880, after which it disappears until 1888, during which in
t erval he resided as steward at the Bloomingdale Ho'spital. As a 
business partner my father considered him indispensable, and al
ways relied implicitly on his business judgment and probity. His 
ledger books are beautiful specimens of the penman's art, and 
probably all my hearers will recall his cordial and dignified 
personality. 

Selwyn Beede Clark, chief military officer or Commandant of 
cadets from 1885 to the close in 1912, and instructor in English 
branches for three years preceding, was also a graduate of the 
old Academy, in the class of 1876. A man of tall and commanding 
presence and a close student of military history and affairs, he 
was also a devotee of the fine arts, being a good art critic, a singer 
and performer on the flute and violin. Like the founder, he had 
also an unusual flair for problems of discipline, and took the keen
est interest in unraveling tangled skeins from that loom. The 
future historian of the H. M. A. is likewise under greatest obliga
tion to him for the loving care with which he has sorted, classified, 
annotated, marked, and preserved a notable collection of letters, 
programs, invitations, and other memorabilia relating to the old 
Academy. Its gleaming helmets, proudly waving banners, spot
less uniforms, and echoing bugle-calls are now only memories of 
an ever receding epoch; thanks be to our society for its efforts to 
treasure the memorials of an honored past. 



NATHANIEL PAINE 

Nathaniel Paine, who was admitted a member of The Worcester 
Society of Antiquity on the fourth of February 1878, died on the 
fourteenth of January, 1917. He was born on the sixth of August, 
1832, the son of Gardiner and Emily (Baker) Paine, and was 
eighty-four years and five months of age at the time of his death. 
All of this long life was passed in the town and city-of Worcester, 
and he was connected for many years with the material and finan
cial, the social and the scientific and literary interests of his native 
place. 

His ancestry was through that Paine line, the progenitor of 
which came to this country in the middle of the seventeenth cen
tury, and during the Revolution the family was attached to the 
Royal Cause. His great-grandfather, Timothy Paine, readjusted 
himself to the new order, however, and received favor to the degree 
that he was a candidate for Congress under the Constitution, and 
his son, Nathaniel, for whom our subject was named, was for many 
years the Judge of Probate in this district. 

Mr. Paine received his education in the schools of Worcester, 
and in 1848 began his apprenticeship in the banking business in 
the Mechanics Bank. In 1854 he was appointed assistant cashier 
in the new City Bank, an institution with which he was connected 
during the whole period of its existence, being for many years 
its cashier, and finally its president, until it was merged with the 
Worcester Trust Company in 1903. Ile retired from the banking 
business in 1909. 

In his early years Mr. Paine developed an interest in antiquarian 
and historical matters, which he pursued to the end of his life. 
He was an orginial member of the Lyceum and Natural History 
Society, and was its president for several years; and he was also 
a member of several other societies in Worcester. He was for a 
brief period a member of the Common Council of the city, but 
politics was not in accordance with his inclinations. Elected to 
the American Antiquarian Society in 1860, he became its treasurer 
in 1863, in which office he was continued until his infirmities 
caused him to relinquish it. 

In 1865 Mr. Paine married Miss Susan M. Barnes of New Haven, 
Connecticut, who survives him. They had no children. 
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Mr. Paine was interested and active in the affairs of The W or
cester Society of Antiquity for a period of twenty years or more, 
frequently attending its meetings, and contributing several papers 
to its proceedings, the most important of which were '' An Episode 
of Worcester History," "Random Recollections of Worcester 1839-
1843," and a "Memorial of Benson John Lossing." He was a 
close friend and adviser of the late Honorable Stephen Salisbury, 
and cooperated with him in arranging the details of his benefaction 
to this Society, in the gift of our building and in other measures. 
Mr. Paine was for one year a vice-president, and was a member of 
several committees from time to time. During the last fifteen 
years, his increasing infirmities prevented active duties here as 
in other connections. 

In recognition of his service as an antiquarian, the degree of 
Master of Arts was conferred upon him in 1898, by Harvard 
University. He was for many years a member of the Church of the 
Unity, and later attended the First Unitarian Church, where on 
the morning of the seventeenth of January of this year, his friends 
gathered to pay the tributes of respect at his funeral. As is the 
fate of one who had lived to his great age, he had seen the larger 
number of his relatives and associates pass away before he was 
called, and in his death was given the release from a long period 
of physical decline. 

FRANKLIN P. RICE 



AUSTINS. GARVER 

Austin S. Garver was born in Scotland, Pennsylvania, December 
12, 1847, and died in Worcester, June 20, 1918. He studied at 
the University of Pennsylvania and at Andover Theological Semi
nary, graduating from the latter institution in 18il. For one 
year he remained at the Seminary, doing graduate work, and was 
then, for three years, pastor of the Congregational Church in 
Hingham, Massachusetts. A pastorate of five years at Union 
Church, Wakefield, Massachusetts, followed. In 1880 Mr. Garver 
entered the Unitarian communion, and served as pastor of the 
Hopedale, Massachusetts, Unitarian Church, resigning in 1885 to 
become minister at the historic First Unitarian Church of W or
cester, the old Second Parish. He was fourth in the series of 
illustrious men who had occupied this pulpit, and he fully sustained 
the traditions of the position. He entered upon his pastorate in 
Worcester, January 22, 1885, the one hundredth anniversary of 
the founding of the parish. He remained as pastor exactly twenty
five years, resigning January 22, 1910. On his resignation he 
was made Pastor Emeritus, and he held this title at the time of his 
death. He often filled his former pulpit, and he was constantly 
sought as preacher by other congregations. 

Mr. Garver early showed a pro.found interest in all that con
cerned the life and welfare of his adopted city. For thirteen years 
he served on the School Board of Worcester, for more than twenty 
he was a valued member of the corporation of the Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute. He was a trustee of Clark University and 
of Leicester Academy, a director of the Worcester Unitarian Con
ference, president of the Worcester Art Society, president of the 
Twentieth Century Club from the time of its organization in 1903 
until his death. He was an incorporator of the Worcester Art 
Museum, later a trustee, and finally president of the trustees, hold
ing this office from 1913 until his death. He was constant and 
valuable in advising the founder of the Art Museum when the 
plan was in its early stages, and he never lost interest in the 
undertaking. Mr. Garver was a member of the Worcester Public 
Schools Art League, and one of its officers. He was a member of 
the St. Wulstan Society, of the Bohemian Club, of the American 

• 
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Antiquarian Society, of the Worcester Society of Antiquity, now 
the Worcester Historical Society, of the Worcester Fire Society. 
He had served on numerous city and church organizations for 
special occasions, and he never failed to manifest in all public 
undertakings that interest which made him so valuable a citizen, 
that willingness to serve which brought his untimely death home 
to men and women in all walks of life. 

Mr. Garver made for himself in this city a name and a place of 
which any man might well be proud. A true friend, a public 
spirited citizen, a tireless worker in every good cause, a faithful 
pastor, a kindly Christian gentleman, he was interested in all that 
looked to the improvement of his city, to the betterment of his 
fellow men, his state, his nation. His life is an inspiration to broad 
human sympathy, to generous service, to unstinted labor in every 
good cause. His death left the city and every citizen poorer, yet 
rich in the memory of the man, and of what he stood for, and of 
what he wrought. This memory cannot be taken away. Though 
he has gone his works shall follow him. 

ZELOTES w. COOMBS 

• 



RAYMOND BASSETT FLETCHER 

Raymond Bassett Fletcher died on the 25th day of May, 1923, 
at Worcester. His death was caused by being thrown from a 
carriage in which he was driving, the horse having become un
manageable. His life was ended at the age of thirty-three years, 
in the full strength of healthy, vigorous, young manhood. His 
father, Honorable Edward F. Fletcher, and his widow, Annie 
Harlow Fletcher with two children survive him. 

He was born on April 16, 1890. His boyhood was passed in 
Worcester, the city of his birth, where he attended the public 
schools, passing through the various grades and graduating from 
South High School. After high school he entered Dartmouth 
College, remaining there as a student for two years. He then 
entered Boston University Law School where he was graduated in 
1915 with the degree of Bachelor of Laws, Cum Laude. His admis
sion to the Bar of Worcester County soon followed, and he 
practiced his profession in this city until his death. His residence 
at his death and for a few years previous was in the town of 
Shrewsbury. 

He was a man of unusual physical strength and vitality and was 
possessed of a quick, keen mind. There was added to this equip
ment a high character, so that to him might well be applied the 
words of the familiar Latin hymn '' Integer Vitae Sclerisque 
Purus.'' 

The combination of these qualties of body and mind resulted 
in marked accomplishments in spite of the few years of his activity. 
He realized to the fullest extent his duties to his fellow men, and 
literally threw himself into their complete fulfillment. The church, 
social and political organizations-those agencies so ready for all 
but so often ignored, were used by him in the practical efforts to 
achieve his ideals. Temporary movements for the welfare of hu
manity always received his hearty and complete support. His 
patriotic obligations as a citizen were among the first to be recog
nized and fulfilled. In all good works his influence and accom
plishments were far reaching, quite as much by his splendid and 
unselfish enthusiasm as by his devoted efforts. 

In the practice of his profession he soon became an outstanding 
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figure. He performed his work with zeal and thoroughness. He 
quickly acquired the confidence of his professional clients. As a 
member of the Federal Judicial System his work won the approval 
of the community and his official associates. He possessed the 
affection and respect of his brethren at the bar. There was every 
reason to expect for him a long life of continued usefulness and 
success. Prematurely cut off, as was the life of Raymond Bassett 
Fletcher, there yet remains to those with whom he came in contact, 
the lasting remembrance of his captivating personality; and the 
wholesome influence of the many and varied expressions of his 
practical idealism. 

EDWIN G. NORMAN 



FRANK EMERY WILLIAMSON 

A MEMORIAL 

Frank Emery Williamson was born in Worcester, December 4, 
1854, the son of Milton William and Mary Ann (Marcy) 
Williamson . 
. His father was a native of Maine, a direct descendent of Jona
than Williamson, born in London, England, who came to this 
country in 1734 and settled in Pownalsborough, now Wiscasset, 
Maine, where he became a leading citizen. 

His mother was a member of the Marcy family of Sturbridge, 
Massachusetts. 

Early education was obtained in the public schools of Worcester. 
At the age of fifteen he was obliged to leave school and entered 
the employ of the Worcester and Nashua Railroad Company as 
office boy. 

After receiving a taste of railroad life, it was his boyish ambition 
to become a locomotive engineer, but maternal objection prevented 
the realization of this dream. 

Working upward through various positions, he was made book
keeper in 1878, and for several years afterwards not only filled 
that office, but was conductor on the old "Shoo-fly," the evening 
train from Worcester to Nashua, returning from Ayer Junction 
early the following morning. 

When this road was leased to the Boston and Maine Railroad 
in 1885, he was made cashier of the Worcester office, and for ten 
years afterwards held that position. In 1895 he resigned to become 
auditing clerk of the Worcester County Institution for Savings. 

In January, 1906, he was elected auditor of the city of Worcester, 
an office for which he was singularly fitted by previous training 
and experience and which he held during the remaining fifteen 
years of his life. 

For four years, 1895-98, he served as a member of the Common 
Council. He was a member (life) of Caleb Butler Lodge, Ancient, 
Free and Accepted Masons of Ayer, Massachusetts, and of Wor
cester Lodge, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Although not 
a member, -he was a regular attendant and supporter of Central 
Congregational Church for nearly forty years. 
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Mr. Williamson married November 15, 1877, Ida May Moore 
of Worcester, and they had two sons, George Emery, born Septem
ber 11, 1878, and Arthur Moore, born May 13, 1881. Both boys 
attended the public schools of Worcester, graduated from the Wor
cester English High School and later from the Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute. 

Elected to membership in the Worcester Society of Antiquity, 
now the Worcester Historical Society, in February, 1896, he be
came Treasurer in December, 1903. This position he held con
tinuously until failing health forced him to submit his resignation 
for the Annual Meeting in 1921. Before action could be taken, 
he passed away June 16, 1921. 

His final task was the compilation of material for the Annual 
Treasurer 's Report of 1921, a task performed under conditions of 
intense bodily pain and distress. The report was finally completed 
by his sons just previous to his death, much to his relief and peace 
of mind. 

This quality of faithfulness to duty was a dominant character
istic of the man. His first thought and endeavor was to serve 
faithfully the one he was serving, be it the city, an employer, a 
society, church, or any other organization or individual. 

His family life was ideal. Blessed with a life companion whose 
devotion to home and family knew no bounds, he was a most 
kind and lovable husband and father. His early ambition was to 
provide his family with a good home and his sons with a good 
education. This ambition he realized to a marked degree. 

It has been said that the strength of a nation lies in its family 
and home life. If all our citizens possessed the high ideals of 
Frank Emery Williamson as regards the home and family, and 
lived up to those ideals in the way and manner in which he did, 
our institutions would be safe for all time. 

GEORGE E . WILLIAMSON 



IDA MAY (MOORE) WILLIAMSON 

A MEMORIAL 

Ida May (Moore) Williamson was born November 5, 1854, in 
Worcester, Massachusetts. 

Her father was Luther Gale Moore, a well-to-do farmer on the 
old Colonel George Moore homestead at the Summit in the northern 
part of the city. 

Her mother was Joanna (Wright) Moore, born in Mount Wash
ington, Massachusetts, and later a resident of what is now known 
as October Mountain in Washington, Massachusetts, both of these 
towns being located in Berkshire County. 

She attended the public schools of Worcester, and later studied 
music. 

On November 15, 1877, she was married to Frank Emery Wil
liamson. Throughout her life she was a resident of Worcester. 

Two sons were born of the union, George Emery, born Septem
ber 11, 1878, and Arthur Moore, born May 13, 1881. 

Early in her married life she took a deep interest in the church 
and in giving aid to the needy. She became a member of Central 
Congregational Church July 3, 1887, serving it and its organizations 
in many capacities continuously and unstintingly. 

For over thirty-five years she took a great interest in the 
Baldwinville Hospital Cottages, Baldwinville, Massachusetts, long 
acting as an officer of the Worcester Branch and serving as presi
dent at the time of her death. 

The Woman's Auxiliary of the Worcester Young Men's Christian 
Association long ago appealed to her as an organization worthy 
of her active support, and for thirty years or more she labored 
unceasingly that the young manhood of Worcester might receive 
every benefit which the Y. M. C. A. could give. When she passed 
away she held the position of treasurer of this organization. 

In December, 1898, she became a member of the Worcester 
Society of Antiquity, now the Worcester Historical Society. 

The war, with the untold suffering and misery brought to millions 
of people, touched her sympathetic nature deeply, and she labored 
indefatigably in the making of those things which meant so much 
to the soldiers in the field and to the victims of the awful tragedy. 
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So continuously and unceasingly did she work, practically with
out let up, that without question a serious impairment of health 
resulted, from which she never recovered. She passed away sud
denly April 23, 1919. 

Kindly and sympathetic by nature, a most devoted wife and 
mother, her first interests were in the home and in service for 
others. Few have been privileged to receive the whole-souled love 
and devotion which characterized life with her husband and sons, 
as well as with her mother and sister who made their home with 
her for many years. No task was too difficult, no effort too great, 
if it would contribute to the family life and happiness. 

Just so with her service to others. Time and hard work were 
given freely and lovingly without thought of self or of health or of 
reward beyond the joy of giving. 

One of the greatest contributions for good a person can make 
during his or her life is to inspire in others a desire ever to live 
and walk uprightly and to render genuine whole-hearted service 
to those who need it. Her life was an inspiration for good, not 
only to her family but to all with whom she came in contact. The 
world is better because she lived. 

GEORGE E. WILLIAMSON 



NOTES AND COMMENTS, ABRIDGED FROM THE LAST 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE SOCIETY 

The Worcester Historical Society is an active institution, with 
interesting contacts both local and distant, individual and institu
tional. No report, however, can even suggest its activities or its 
lines of interest to those not directly connected with the life that 
goes on at the Society's building. The number of visitors, about 
2000 during the last year, was not large, but noticeably larger than 
ii:i previous years. Next year, when many may be passing through 
Worcester on their way to or from Tercentenary observances far
ther to the eastward, it may seem distinctly our privilege to find 
some means for keeping open house throughout the summer, per
haps abandoning the practice of allowing the month of August as 
vacation. 

Our guests often express a good degree of satisfaction and much 
surprise at the importance of what they find in our collections, and 
it has been suggested that we ought to devise some way to induce 
people to express their satisfaction in a more substantial manner 
than merely by pleasant words. But an admission fee of any sort 
or size, or any form of "poor box" near the entrance has so far 
not found approval. There is obvious need of greatly increased 
revenue for a reasonable budget, if the work is to be carried on 
properly and in keeping with similar organizations in communities 
of Worcester's class. Present membership fees and income from 
such limited funds as have come to us are plainly inadequate, but 
we may take some satisfaction in the fact that we compel ourselves 
to live within such income as we have, and have neither run into 
debt nor drawn upon endowments. We are a frugal, thrifty insti
tution, a fact that ought to commend us to those of sound and 
disposing mind. 

Even a casual glance about the Museum must reveal some marked 
improvements in arrangement, classification, and labeling. This 
is particularly evident in the large and valuable Indian collection. 
Eighty-eight items have been added to the Museum list during 
the year, all accessions showing appreciation of the kind of public 
service our Society is constituted to render. The large Burleigh 
case, in which the glass and other collections are displayed, the 
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portrait of Clarendon Harris in the Worcester Room, the valuable 
courting mirror as restored by Miss Morse, the Boscawen tea set 
from Dr. C,ook, Miss Southwick 's attractive collection of world
curios and the Bliss case in which it is preserved, the growing 
collection of Rogers Groups from Mr. and Mrs. Chetwood Smith 
and others, the old Town Hall clock from Rufus B. Dodge, and 
very many more valuable and significant gifts of the year suggest 
that some are thinking of what may be the scope of this department 
of our activities. 

Accessions to the Library, one hundred and fifteen in number, 
are no less significant than those to the Museum. They are too 
numerous for detailed mention in this report, but are all duly 
listed and shelved in accordance with Mr. Colegrove's careful sys
tem of classification, or, if manuscripts, in Dr. Lincoln's now fully 
organized department of manuscripts and broadsides. Particular 
mention should be made, however, of a file of Worcester City 
Documents from the Worcester E vening Gazette, substantially 
bound, setting free our far poorer set, which has now been passed 
on to the Library of the Holy Cross College. 

As a useful part of our library system, attention is called to the 
extensive collection of Worcester views, most of them unframed 
and not displayed on the walls of the different rooms of the build
ing. Some of these views are in the form of lantern slides, of 
which we have a very large collection, almost entirely r epresenting 
Worcester, city and county. The main part of our pictures, how
ever, are in the form of early prints and photographs, system
atically arranged in cabinets now standing in the main museum 
room. Some of these have already proved of real service to 
University students and others. 

One recent accession to the Library should have special mention 
here, the work and gift of Mr. Woodward, our former president 
and frequent benefactor. This book is a compilation and type
written reproduction of the series of articles prepared by the So
ciety and printed in the Worcester Evening Gazette last year, 
under the general title, "Historic New England Industries." It 
is fully illustrated by photographic copies of the original views of 
objects and groups in our museum, and is provided with a detailed 
index. There is also included a full set of the actual newspaper 
prints of the articles as they first appeared. 
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One achievement of the year in connection with the library is 
Mr. Colegrove 's bibliography of the literature relating to the 
American Indians. This classified list of the great number of 
articles in Smithsonian reports and in periodicals, in early and 
recent pamphlets, in special chapters of books, etc., has been built 
up with great care, and perhaps exists in such complete form no
where else. It may prove of service-undoubtedly will so prove
in guiding the researches of students who come to us as well as to 
some in other libraries. This study, which to some extent has 
grown out of our own experience of practical need, may open the 
way to other similar helps to studious inquiry along the lines of 
local history. 

As reported a year ago, the special effort of the Society's execu
tives then had been the series of newspaper studies already re
ferred to as having been reproduced in Mr. Woodward's book. For 
the year recently closed our special attention has been given to an 
educational programme. The carefully planned course of half
hour talks to high school people, followed by a tour through the 
rooms of the Museum, proved more practicable £or adults than 
£or hard-pressed high-school students. It will perhaps be tried 
again under different conditions. From the grade schools a good 
number of history classes came with their teachers £or a practical 
lesson in history at its source. Also several clubs of the city have 
been interested in holding meetings at the building, and others 
have asked the Director to present before them at their regular 
meeting-places the subject of Worcester History in some one of its 
many aspects. In one instance he thus represented the Society in 
one of the County towns. These opportunities help to make the 
Society and the purpose and work £or which it stands better known, 
and ought in the end to strengthen it as a public service institu
tion. During the year the Director has had occasion in this way 
to represent the Society in formal or informal address, at the build
ing or outside, eighteen different times, six of them being at 
meetings of adult organizations. On the whole the plan £or an 
educational programme has worked out very well so far. 

The series of eight monthly meetings of the Society itself has 
been a worthy part of the year's achievements. Each programme 
has brought forward two different speakers, either £or the bio
graphical sketch of some deceased member or £or the more formal 
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paper, and in every case the work has been done with marked effect
iveness. If funds allowed, it would doubtless be easy to secure for 
these meetings speakers of wide renown from beyond the limits of 
Worcester; but it has been far more worth while to furnish incen
tive and opportunity for self-expression among ourselves, and un
doubtedly the results are quite as good. The executives of the 
Society are prepared to offer suggestions to members who are in 
position to make original and special studies upon local topics of 
real importance. 

In many inconspicuous but very definite ways the Society is 
learning to be of public service and by so much to identify itself 
as a part of the system of institutions that make Worcester an 
organic whole-not just a certain number of detached societies and 
fraternities and corporations and associations and clubs that exist 
for their own satisfaction alone. To collect and make available 
all possible means for the study of the story of Worcester and its 
County, and to use to the full such resources as have been afforded 
for the strengthening of the social order here-such is the purpose 
in founding an institution like ours. This is only a report of prog
ress in accomplishing this ever widening task. The New Series of 
Publications upon which we entered in a modest way two years 
ago is only one of the many lines of activity through which this 
purpose seeks to find expression. 

By authority of the Massachusetts Legislature the name of this 
Society was changed ten years ago, partly to prevent confusion in 
the mails between our earlier name, The Worcester Society of Ant1q
ui ty, and that of the venerable American Antiquarian Society, 
with which we try to cooperate. This desired end has certainly 
not yet been attained. Mail matter is still frequently missent, 
and there are indications that the Worcester public has hardly 
yet grasped the real purpose of either organization. Quite recent
ly, from a prominent local shop has come a bill directed to the 
"Worcester Antique Society." It certainly did not belong to the 
Worcester Historical Society, where it was delivered, for no such 
bill had been contracted. Evidently many years more will be 
needed for the commercially-minded public to understand that 
study of the foundations of the social order bears no relation to 
the popular and lucrative trade in relics out of some earlier age. 

u. WALDO CUTLER 
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